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PREFACE. 



The matter contained in the following pages waa originally 
intended to be read before local societies which take an 
interest in sfuch subjects, but having been seen by the 
Elditor of the "Inverness Courier," ho thought it sufficiently 
interesting to print in the paper, and now in this form. 

Whatever belongs to the past is interesting to some 
people, while to others anything relating to the town or 
parish, historically or ecclesiastically, is worthy of record, 
and although the number of such people are few, yet it is 
hoped they may justify to some extent the present pro- 
duction. 

The few excellent works on local affairs already existing 
do not include the period embraced by these Kirk-Session 
Records, nor do they deal with the matters of detail con- 
tained in them, which afford some new illustrations of the 
conditions of life in Inverness in the Seventeenth and 
Eighteenth Centuries. Neoeesarily in these Church Reoords 
of over 200 years ago, when discipline formed so large a 
part of the functions of the Kirk-Session, life in its seamy 
side appears uppermost, but there are not wanting glimpses 
of the better and kindlier side of human nature, nor of 
the more elevating, if rather austere, social and religious 
habits and customs of our ancestors. 

The oldest book in the possession of the Kirk-Session 
is the very interesting "Coimt Book," begun in the year 
1661. The eajliest minute book begins in 1688, from 
which date the minutes exist consecutively, and are in 
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fairly good oondition. Characteristically enough, the worst 
kept and the least interesting are the records towards the 
close of the Eighteenth Centuty, when one of the ministers, 
in a fit of economy, undertook the duties of Session Clerk. 

It is hoped the introductory sketch of the town may be 
found interesting, and that, as it leads up to the period 
covered by tlie Records, it will not be regarded as out of 
plaoa 
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IN VERN ESS. 



KFORE glauciug a,t tlio kind of tovn InToniees 
was, and its surroundings, prior to and at the 
period coTored by tlie Kirk-Session Becoi'ds, a 
few of tlie chief chronological events which 
affected it may be noticed. Writers and travel- 
lers at all times liave vied with each other 
in extolling its chami of sceneiy. the grandeur of its 
neighboui'ing mountains, and' the beauty of its waters. The 
antiquity of the taiia is undoubted. All old books and 
documents speak of it with te&pect as a place oi considerable 
importance, and not to he orthodox on the tiadition&ry 
legends r^arding ancient Inverness is to invite serious con- 
sequences. It is clear, however, that some latitude must be 
allowed iu locating the exact site of the original burgh. The 
only BUI'S fact in connection with it is that the present bound- 
aries are wide enough to include the first position, whetfaer to 
the east, west, or south, as variioiuly claimed by our le&ined 
topographical antiquarians. The position ma; be snnimed up 
in George Eliot's epigi'am, that the ti'uth lies between them. 
And 06 regards the early liiatoiians, suffice it to say, tbat if 
there aie discrepancies and confusion as to facts and dat«B 
among them leepecting the hurgh, and this cannot be denied, 
jet it will be granted they are sufficiently agioed upon tlie 
main points, which are perhaps as trustworthy as those relating 
to the ancient history of most other towns, and they unite 
in assigning to it what is most important to tlie Celtic mind, 
namely, a position in prehistoric politics. Boece, whose fertile 
imaginatioa ratiier detracts from liis value as an historian, 
says Inverness was founded by Evenus II., fourteentb King of 
Scotland, 60 B.C., and was raised by the same King to the 
dignity of a market town for the whole North — t, market more 
iiuutginory tlian real, one must conclude, as it is diffioidt to 
conceive what there was to hiing to market at tbat ewrly 
epoch ; or, beginning commerce then, the town haa hardly 
made the progress such an early start would indioate. The 
truth appears to be, tbat Boece. where he is n«t to a great 
extent imaginative, seems to have ante-dated by a few centuries 
foota relating to his own and other t'mee. 

A Druidical Temple, erroneously associated with Drnidiam, 
bat more probably, aocording to Dr Macbain, oonneoted with 
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the burial rites and ancestor-worship of the pre-Celtic races, 
is still to be seen in the vicinity of the town, and establishes 
its antiquity as a centre of some importance even then (page 
60, vol. XI., Gaelic Society Transactions). Craig Pliadriok is 
another ancient relic which has puzzled the learned minds of 
our archsBologists, local and otherwise, while affording scope 
for the most speculative fancies. 

The town has been credited by certain authorities with 
being the site of a Roman fort, about the year 140 a.d., but it 
is now generally agreed that this is not well authenticated, 
and does not stand to its discredit, as Celts would be inclined 
to regard such an occupation, if a fact ; and the same remaik 
applies to the statement for which the new Statistical Account 
is responsible, that a Roman encampment was formed at Bona. 

Coiumba, according to Adamnan, visited Brude, King of 
the PictS; at his Palace, or "Munitio," near Inverness, 563 a.d. 
This may be Ci'aig Phadrick, Torvean, or The Crown. Some 
writers identify Inverness itself with being the residence, not 
only of Brude, but of several of the early kings of Scotland. 
Another important event, if also rather mythical, which is 
associated w^ith the name of the town, is the assassination of 
King Duncan in Macbetli's Castle, lying to the east of the 
town (on the site now known as Victoria Terrace). In 
Bellenden's translation of Boethius, the occurrence is related 
in these words '^MskBeth, be persuasion of his wife, gaderit his 
friends to ane Counsell at Inverness, quliare Kinge Duncane 
happinit to be for the time, and because he fand sufficient 
opportunitie be support of Banquho and others his friends, he 
slew King Duncan the VII. year of his regno." Shakespeare 
aooepts the same authority from a different translation, 
although it is now generally recognised that King Duncan was 
killed at Bothgowan, near Elgin, in fair combat. Inverness 
is reputed to have been a fortified place from early times, but 
the fortifications are said to have been destroyed in 1075 by 
Malcolm Canmore, who nevertheless erected a Castle upon the 
western extremity of the hill overlooking the river. David I. 
(1124-53) constituted Inverness a Royal Buigh and the seat of 
a Sheriff, whose jurisdiction extended over the whole North 
of Scotland, and here for the first time we are on safe historical 
ground. William the Lion, wlio granted arras to the burgh in 
return for a liberal contribution towards the expenses of an 
expedition to the Holy Land, gave four charters to tlie town, 
and confirmed the privileges granted by David. He is declared 
to have frequently resided at Inverness, and to have conferred 
oonsideiable benefits on the town. He exempted the Inver- 
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ne88 Borgeflses from toll and customs all over Sooiland, gave 
them ezolnsive privileges of trade in the burgh and oomitry, 
established weekly markets, gifted to them as property the 
land of the Haugh, granted tliem exemption from wage of 
battle, and he also built a fosse and palisade round the town, 
which the burghers bound themselves to maintain. 

The lands of the Markynch were conferred on the Bur* 
gesses by Alexander n. in one of the two charters which he 
granted to ihe burgh (1217 and 1237). Tytler, in his history 
of Scotland, assigns to the town some reputation as a ship- 
building centre in the reign of Alexander m. (1249-80), who 
visited the town in 1263. 

In November 1312 Robert the Bruce caused "the Annual of 
Norway** to be ratified, and came to Inverness personally with 
four Bishops and three Earls for the purpose. Here he was 
met by one Archbishop, two Bishops, one Earl, and two Barons 
from the Eang of Norway — a dignified and gallant oonoourse 
which, with its splendid retinue and pageants, was bound to 
leave its mark on the imaginative Celtic temperament. In 
1326 Hobert the Bruce directed the Sheriff of Inverness to do 
full and speedy justice to the suit of the Burgesses of Inver- 
ness against all invading then privileges. In 1369 David II. 
granted a charter confirming the rights of the Burgesses and 
conmiunity to the lands of Drekes and to the Tolls and Petty 
Customs of the town. 

The Stuai*ts also favoured Inverness, and most of them 
visited the town — James I. in 1427, James III. in 1464, James 
IV., attended by his Parliament, in 1499 ; Mary of Guise held 
several Courts in the Castle 15.55. Mary Queen of Scots, with 
her brother Moray, ''after a journey terrible for both man and 
beast," visited the town in 1662, when she and her retinue 
were obliged to lodge in the town owing to the treasonable 
action of the Earl of Huntly, who "commanded, allowed, and 
ratified the treasonable holding and furnishing of the house and 
fortalice of Inverness against the Queen's Majesty, the same 
pertaining to her, the said Earl being only keeper thereof in 
her name; after that his servants, being therein, for whom 
he is obliged to answer, were divers times charged to have 
delivered the said house and fortalice, and to have made the 
same patent to her Highness to have lodged therein, and after 
charge given to that effect by William Bryson, Messenger at 
Command of her Letters, after Sound of Trimipet." The 
Castle was weakly held, having within only twelve or thirteen 
able men, and the 500 Gordons who hung on the Queen's rear 
felt themselves unable to help owing to the rapid gathering of 
the Clans Chattan, Fraser, and Munro. The Castle surrendered 
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next day. The Captain was hanged, and his head set upon 
the Castle. Others of the traitors were condemned to perpet- 
ual imprisonment, and the rest received mercy. 

During these l)ours of trouble the Queen was of raie courage, 
never dismayed, but in }»er merriest mood, regretting only that 
she was not a man, to know what it was like to lie all night in 
the fields or to walk on the causeway with a jack and knapsack, 
a Glasgow buckler, and a bioadsword. 

Mary granted a charter to the town 2l8t April 1567. 
"Queen Mary's Inverness" is graphically and minutely de- 
scribed by Mr Kenneth Macdonald, and it may be added that 
the sketches of old Inverness by Dr Ross, if more general, are 
not less interesting (see Inverness Scientific Society and Field 
Club's Transact iona). 

King James VI. visited the town in 1589. During his 
stay his Majesty **was occupied in hunting and seeing new 
■oenes.'' In 1591 King James granted a charter to the burgh 
very coniprelienaive in its terms, and being the principal charter 
of the town, it is perhaps worth quoting, especially as it con- 
tains several references to Church and Hospital property, Ac. 

"CHARTER TO THE BORROUGH OF IN\T:RNES8, 

"By Kino James VI. 

"James, by the grace, &c. ; Know, That We, considering 
the ancient erection of Inverness, by our famous progenitors, 
into a free Borrough of this Kingdom, have ratified, and by 
this present Charter do ratify, and perpetually confirm, all 
and sundry, the Charters, Confirmations, Rights, Libei-ties, 
and Priviledges, granted and confirmed by our Progenitors, 
William, Alexander, David, and James, the first of that name. 
Kings of Scotland, to our said Borrough : Likewise, the charter 
and confirmation lately granted by our grandfather, James, 
the fifth of that name ; also, the cliarter granted in favour of 
Divine Service, and of the Ministers of God's word, and of 
the Hospital, by our mother, Mary Queen of Scots, and the 
Lands, Houses, Chuiches, Chapels, Crofts, Milns, Fishings, and 
all others mentioned in that cliarter, of date 21st of April 1567 ; 
Moreover, We of new, grant, and in perpetual feu, set and con- 
firm to the Provost, Bailies, Ac, of our said Borrough, the 
Lands, Territories, and Commonty thereof, with all parts and 
priviledges, as also all the lands of Drakies, and the Forest 
thereof, with the Parks and Woods ; Likewise the Lands called 
Barn-hills, Claypots, Milnfields, the Carse, and the Cam-laws, 
with the common muir of the said Borrough : Likewise the 
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water of Ness on both sides from Claohnahagaiok to the sea, 
with all Fisliings, Ports, HaveiiB, Creeks, the still fishing, the 
red pool ; with power to begin to fish on the said waters with 
boats and nets, on the 10th of November yearly, and to use 
Cruives and Water-kists; with tlie Ferry of Kessack, and the 
right of Ferrying on both sides : Further, all the Milns called 
the King's Milns, the suckin and multuies thereof, with the 
astricted and dry multures of the Castle Lauds, and all Corn 
which have or shall receive fire or water, within the liberty 
and parish of Inverness, as well out-suckin as in-suckin, to pay 
Multure and £jiave-ship at the said Milns; With power and 
liberty of Pastuie, Peats, Foggage, Turf, &c., in all placee 
used and wont, and particularly in Craig-phadrich, Capulach- 
muir, Daviemont, and Bog-Bayne; with power of Ferrying on 
Lochness ; With mercats weekly on Wednesday and Saturday, 
and eight free Fairs in the year, viz., on Palm Sunday, on 
July 7th, St Andrew's Fair: on August 15th, Mary mas; in 
September, Roodmas; on November 10th, Martinmas; in 
December, St Tiiomas's Fair; on February 1st, Peter's Fair; 
and on April 25th, St Maik's Fair — every Fair to hold for 
eight days : With the Petty Customs of all Cities, Towns, 
and Villages within the shire, and particularly of the Colleges 
of Tain in Ross, Merkinch, Chanonrie, Dornoch, Tliurso, and 
Wick in Caithness, to bo applied to the public good of Inver- 
ness; That no ship break bulk betwixt Tarootness and Inver- 
ness ; And our said BoiTough shall have Coronei's and Sheriffs 
within themselves, and a Guildry wi/th a Dean of Guild : That 
there be but one Tavern : That no one in the shire make cloth 
but Burgesses ; with power to make Statutes and Rules for the 
Borrough, &oJ* 

From James' time down to the Commonwealth nothing 
very remaikable happened to the town. In 1652 the Pro- 
tector's forces took possession of it. One of his offioei-s, 
Captain Richard Franck, who figures later as traveller and 
angler, gives a description of the town which certainly can- 
not be called flattering. Cromwell erected a pentagonal fort, 
which Franck describes as magnificent, at the mouth of the 
River Ness, for the purpose of overawing the Highlanders. It 
was capable of holding a thousand men. This Fort was de- 
mohshed by Charles II. at the Restoration, to please the High- 
land Chiefs, but strange is the irony of fate, the Govemment 
after 1715 was forced to replace it with another, although 
not on the same spot. This Fort, which Franck called diminu- 
tive by contrast with Cromwell's, was the histonc old Oastle 
of Inverness. From the entries in the Chamberlain's accounts 
of 1412, the Oastle appeals to have been strongly built of 



xviii INVERNESS. 



stone and lime, by Alexander, Earl of Mar, and was again very 
considerably strengthened by tlie Earl of Huntly in 1506, but 
the fortifications were demolifilied in 1649, after which it fell 
more or less into decay. It was now (1718) lestored and forti- 
fied, and in it barracks were erected to accommodate 800 
regular troops. It also included a governor's house, a maga- 
zine, and a chapel, and the fortress was called, in honour of 
his Majesty, "Foi-t-George." It is described by Burt as an 
imposing battlement ed structure of six stories, with sharp- 
pointed roof and corner-turrets, built with unhewn stone. It 
was blown up in 1746 by Prince Charlie's army. In 1747 the 
Government proposed to replace the "Old Castle" by another 
fort, but owing to the opposition of the Magistrates of Inver- 
ness, it was eventually erects at Ardersier, at a cost of 
£160,000. 

Apart from the marks of Royal favour and recognition 
wliich distinguished Inverness as one of the chief places in 
the Kingdom, its situation in the Moray Firth and near the 
head of the Great Glen destined it to play no mean part in 
Scottish and Highland affairs, and without doubt it has 
always wielded great influence througliout the whole of the 
North Highlands. In the early centuries, trom time to time, 
it suffered from the storm and stress of battle. In 1229 it 
was burned by the usurper, Gillespick McSourlane. In 1303 
it fell into the hands of Edward I. of England. It was again 
buined by Donald of the Isles on his way to Haarlaw, and a 
third time by his son Alexander, about 1428. His succes- 
Bor, John of the Isles, yet again plundered and burnt it in 
1455. Thus, from the militcuy point of view, it was in touch 
with and often the scene of great conflicts, and, it is dear, 
was regai'ded as the key to the wild lands beyond. By water 
it was easily accessible, and comparatively so along the shores 
of the Moray Firth, but all places not on the beaten tracks 
to the South, North, and West, were spoken of by strangers 
as little known and hardly accessible. Indeed, many parts 
of the Highlands were so written of down till the beginning of 
the nineteenth century. 

The town was usually described as composed of merchants 
and traders of Flemish or Lowland origin, who were supposed 
to be advanced in point of culture and civilisation beyond the 
inhabitants of the surrounding coimtry. This description can- 
not be accepted absolutely. It is probably true that very 
early Lowlanders accustomed to industrial habits and com- 
merce migrated from the south-east coastwise, more than 
likely in the train of ecclesiastical patrons, or of the King's 
garrisons, upon whom they depended for their trade, and 
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settled in Inv^emess, but there seems to be no well authen- 
ticated evidence that a colony of Flemings ever existed here 
as a distinct unit, or that the Hanseatic influence got a footing 
in Nbrtheni trade or politics. "Easterlings," as Dr Macbain 
calls them, but not foreign '^Easterlings," seems the proper 
term. **Invernessiana" speaks of a foreign element among the 
burghers, not necessarily Flemish, and other writers follow 
him, but add Flemish, and even Dr Macbain, in his valuable 
work on Inverness names, seems to accept the idea, although 
his own analysis of the names is rather an argument against 
the theory of the Flemings or the foreign element. The 
origin of the idea appears to be suggested by the names borne 
by prominent burghers, but these names were not peculiar to 
Inverness nor to the burghers, being borne, in some instances 
at all events, by Church dignitaries and by others all over 
the North. One peculiar fact regarding them is that whereas 
now in Inverness such names are very rare, if not extinct,, 
they still exist, and may be said to be common in many parts 
further north, and this applies to Christian as well as sur- 
names ; but whatever their origin was, the bm-ghers had little 
in common with the Celts, by whom they were surrounded. 
What the whole qualifying conditions of the early burghers 
were are not clear. Innes, in his "Ancient Burgh Laws of 
Sootland," states that there may have been other qualifications 
necessary, but that possession of a toft or rood' of land was 
expressly stated as one of tliem. Burrow roods is a term 
oocurring in the Eark-Session Records. The burghers 
were a privileged class, and knew the advantage of being 
exclusive. Their ladies, however, were not so conservative. 
Whether the burghers were commonplace as well as stolid, or 
whether there was a chivalrous fire and ardour about tlie Celts 
and their wooing which attracted their fancy, the ladies, and 
especially the widows, evinced a decided partiality for the 
Hi^landers. It became not only apparent but a serious 
grievance to the buighere, who were so incensed that they 
passed a statute in 1545 "that no widow shall have nor brook 
any tacks nor steadings in time coming within the said 
Burgh, burrowage, and liberty thereof." There was, indeed, 
something romantic and gallant about the EEighlandmen which 
charmed the feminine mind, as othei'wise it is not easy to 
see why the fair ones, or widows in particular, should prefer to 
endow and support "outlandish men of the great clans" rather 
than be themselves endowed and supported by the solid 
burghers. Clearly, it is to be feared that the prosaic burghers, 
with all their respectability and prosperity, failed somehow i^ 
husbands. 
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In adcKtion to being the chief commeroial town of the 
Highlands, Inverness was the rendezvous of the Highland 
Chiefs and their kinsmen, who patronised the town with their 
trade, such as it was. In the seventeenth century, in Inver- 
ness and neighbourhood were the residences of a number of 
noble families — Tlie Earl of Moray, the Marquis of Huntly, 
Lord Lovat, tlie Mackintosh, Seaforth, the Laiad of Grant, 
Ac. The MackintoAhee are probably at the present day the 
oldest family connected with the town and parish, having been 
associated with them, according to local historians, since 1163 
A.D. In the early Records the Mackintosh's Chaplain is men- 
tioned, and in later times the Mackintosh mortifications testify 
to the piou-s aspirations of the Chief of the day and his wife. 

The staple industry of Inverness in the seventeentli cen- 
tury was tmde in hides, malting, cured salmon, and other fish, 
particularly herring — more visible moans of subsistence than has 
always been apparent since. In 1703 the Irish part of the 
congregation, by the nearest calculation which could be made 
by the Session, was about 3000 Catechisable persons. Queen 
Anne^s charter, dated 1706, states the population of the city 
and parish as 4000 persons over 14 years of age, of whom 3000 
and ** more could only speak Gaelic." The town pallisades existed 
as late as 1688, and behind them the phlegmatic burghei-s snugly 
ensconced, plodded unconcernedly, and kept their "accompts," 
but withal keenly alive to tlie main chance in a deal with the 
v-ild men of the surrounding districts. These, "mainly enemies 
to our constitution and religion," and always open to the 
suspicion of turbulence and lawlessness, eagerly invited any 
hazard which might yield them a chance of bospoUing the men 
of the Royal burgh and the plains. The Macdonalds in par- 
ticular had a long-standing feud against the town, which they 
harassed not only by sword, but by the subtler process of com- 
plaints and petitions to the Privy Council. In 1689 the 
Session-Clei'k of Inverness records the brave front made by 
the burghers against Coll Macdonald and his Clansmen, when 
they surrounded the town as the ally of Dundee in the Stuart 
cause. Not less suggestive are the other entries about General 
Buchan's fliighland army in 1690. The inconvenience to the 
burghers of such warlike neighboui's was not, however, with- 
out compensating advantages to the nation. As early as 1602 
his Majesty's "darreet Suster the Queene of England having 
lovinglie intreated his Majeety James VI. with the supplie 
and levy of some Highlandmen for the better repression of the 
treasonable rebellion imteitenyet against her within the 
country of Ireland," his Majesty accordingly proclaimed at 
Inverness a levy of 2000 Highlandmen, and in case their 
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natural ardour for serTice might be checked by apprehensions 
on the score of "their bygane niisdeidie," the proclamation in- 
cluded an anmesty. In later times, as our records show, the 
King's fleet, the ScottiBh Legions abroad, and our aiinied have 
proved the valour of our ELighlandmen. 

Before the Reformation Inverness eoolesiastically was a 
more parsonage or vicarage dedicated to the Virgin Mary. 
Unfortunately too little authentic matter of that period con- 
necftod with the locality has come down to us, although much 
valuable information regarding our local chuichee during the 
Papacy lias been preserved by the unrivalled researches 
of Dr Fraser-Mackintosh. Alexander gave a Royal grant to 
religious houses in 1215, and the Order of Dominicans was 
founded 1233. These preaching friars were held in great 
esteem by tlie King. In the Chamberlain's rolls and the 
accounts of the Sheriff of Inverness, it appears that (in 1263) 
two pounds seven shillings and sevenpence sterling were dis- 
bursed "for the expenses of the Preaching Friars (of Inverness) 
when Roing on the Lord the Eang's message to Norway." 
Their motto was, " '8' Come frstrum Predioatorum De 
Ivnnymys" a.d. 1436. and their seal represented St Barthole- 
mew crowned with a nimbus, holding a knife in his right 
hand, profuse foilage in the back-ground. 

The church or parsonage of Inverness was under, and sent 
rent to, the Abbey of Aberbrothwick, in the form of salt and 
herrings. The salt is rather a queer contribution from Inver- 
ness. A few years after the Reformation (in 1567) Queen 
Mary granted charters to the burgh and in favour of divine 
worship, which King James ratified, as already seen. A note- 
worthy fact is that Robert Pont, the son-in-law of John Knox, 
was sent North as supeiintendent of the Church following the 
establishment of Presbyterianism , but after five years of labour 
in the dsstrict he was ordered to another place, where, as it 
is naively remarked, "his labours are expected to be more fruit- 
ful." When Episcopacy supei'seded Presbyterianism, Inver- 
ness, according to Keith, possessed two kirks. On the other 
hand, writing rather earlier, the officer in CromwelFs army 
already referred to, in his remarks about Inverness, credits it 
with having, not long before, another Collegiate Church more 
imposing than these. He says, "This Inverness, or model of 
antiquity, which we now discourse, stands oommodiously situ- 
ated for a Highland trade, defended with a weather-beaten 
tottering wall that's defaced with age and the corruptions of 
time, where yet remains two parish churcliee, but I remember 
a third, that was a kind of Cathedral or Collegiate Church, 
tliAt now, like old Troy, sleeps in dust and ashes, as part of the 
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walls do, charging time and neglect with their tottering decays" 
writ in the year 1658. — ^Franck. According to Wodrow, 
these Collegiate Churches, tliough on a smaller scale, were 
similar to the Cathedials, and next to tliem in dignity. The 
head of the Collegiate Church was called Provost, or souie- 
timee Dean, and there were at one time 33 such churches in 
the ooimtry, including Inverness. Dean of Inverness is an 
ecclesiastical title found in tlie old charters quoted in '^Inver- 
nessiana." The Episcopal period was, on the whole, peaceful 
in Inverness (1660-1688). Some interesting information is to 
be found in Mr William Mackay's *'Presbytery of Inverness 
and Dingwall," especially regarding the peisecution of the 
Rev. Angus Macbean, of Inverness, who is said to have been 
the last martyr to suffer imprisonment at tlie instance of the 
Hierarchy — a vain persecution, as his descendants for several 
generations continued to preach in the North and elsewhere 
with much acceptance and great faithfulness the doctrines for 
whioli he suffered. 

The period in national history over wliLch these eai'lier Eark- 
Session Records extend is not only one of the most unsettled 
and revolutionary in the history of our country, but during it 
politics and religion were so intermingled and mixed up with 
the power of the throne that it was difficult for small com- 
munities to steer clear of contending forces. Tlie reaction, 
which had of necessity to take place after the Commonwealth, 
had scaicoly reached its climax when the nation began to realise 
that the rule of the Stuart boded no good to Scotland. Hardly, 
indeed, was Charles seated on the throne when he re-established 
Episcopacy; persecutions of Piesbyterians followed. Things 
had not, however, reached their worst till Charles died, and 
was succeeded by his brother, a man morose and revengeful, 
and a confessed Papist, who precipitated the Revolution. 
Great and striking though such national events were, they 
seem to have affected Inverness very little. Wliether the 
burghers were too indifferent or whether they were too remx>te, 
they seem to have concerned themselves little about high 
politics or Church polity, or even the social conditions of the 
rest of the Elingdom. They were more concerned about the 
plague and pestilence raging at Danzick and Pole, which their 
direct system of Continental trade brought nearer to them 
than by any of these things at home. They maintained, in 
all respects, an attitude strictly correct; they prayed for the 
success of King Wilham. In their solemn and sombre way 
they gave thanks for our safe delivery from the power and 
tyranny of the Papists, and also for Captain-Qeneral Marl- 
borough's victories over the French, and the destm^tion q{ 
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the French fleet ; and, a^ in duty bound when oVdered 
by the Privy Council, they fafited for the removal of 
Queen Mary from this to Eternity. The burghers, 
it is evident, made no great pretensions to re- 
ligion. They readily accepted tiic solemn League and 
Covenant, and with equal supineness tliey renounced it when 
the opportune moment came. Tliey were probably flattered by 
and content to live up to wliat their friends affirmed of them, 
that they were one of the most loyal and orderly cities in the 
Kingdom, which in those times was very great praise indeed. 
That Inverness was judiciously governed, if with small regaid 
to constancy to principles, is evident from the fact that it 
was almost always on the dominant side. In 1688, the 
year in which these Records begin, the Episcopalians were in 
the aaoendant, but after the Revolution settlement in 1689, 
when the Presbyterians proved the stronger party, the in- 
habitants of Inverness acoepted the changed condition of things 
with their usual good grace, hence we find Episcopalians and 
Presbyterians filling up the same minute-book in their order 
of auooession as if nothing extraordinary had happened. A 
writer of the period says, "One pai-t of the Church is used for 
the English Kirk and another for the Eirshe Kirk, and when 
a chaplain was here they had Church of England service in one 
of them at another hour/' an example worthy of imitation, if 
•well-nigh impossible of attainment. 




INVERNESS 

KIRK SESSION RECORDS 

1688-1711. 

No. I. 

Feme to be the day of looking 
1 the past. It may be the 
ry of our present day life more 
D any other reason irhich ha.i 
mad« the alower &iid more deliber- 
ate Uvea and cuatoms of our fore- 
fathers seem ao faseinatiDg. Itut 
whatever be the reason, there is a cliarm in casting 
Uie mind backwards and trying to bring into being 
the shadowy forms of the paat. Aitd it is almost 
impoaiible tostndyold records of any hind without 



a leeliDft akin to sympathy for t£e people and 
■'nes they depict. Perhaps our ^'-'- " --■ - 
conlB of 200 yearn ago present, 



scale. 19 good an opportunity as any o{ viewing 
our ajiaestora as they were in Inverness at that 
time, and for eiamming what manner of men 
and women these old-fashioned pi-oplc were. Then, 
more Ifinn now, the lives of the people were cloiely 
linked to the Church, and the hiBtory of th't 
Chureh and t^e town have gone together in great 
part for aeveral centuries. 

It might not be difficult to piece together from 
the records, hit by bit, Old InvcmesB— the Tol- 
booth ; Bridge with the vault below ; Town 
Houae with luch Council Chamber ; die Crose, 
all staind out in bold wlief. Then the itreete— 
the East Street, Cliurch Street, Castell Street, 
Bridge Street, and the Vennele. The Citadel, and 
that part vagnely spoken of as "tlie oyer syd of 
the waiter;' ■the Peer and Shore, wher com- 

Binies of people use to resort upon the Lord's 
ay." also come into view. 
On all of these tlie hand of time has been heavily 
laid, only the river flows along as of old, nn- 
altfired bv the hand of main. On it* right bank, 
not far from tJie mouth, on a gentle elevation, 
■tood the churches. The familiar structure tlie 
Uish Church, of which all afe so justly nrond, 
atilt stands on the same spot, and has had a 
prominent part in the onntds of the town. It 
would be worthy of veneration on that account 

In 1688 Ihtn were but two chnrcba* in lover- 
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ness — ^the High Church, even then occasionally 
so called, but more commonly spoken of as the 
Old Church ; the other, known as the New 
Church, sometimes called the Highland or Irish 
Church. Of these old churches much cannot be 
said definitely. 8tone and lime do not last for 
ever, and the structures have followed the course 
of nature. It is the opinion of some, whose views 
on such matters are entitled to ■respect, that the 
High Church existing in 1688 was the 
■anne as that in which the Catholi<cs 
worshipped before the Reformation. Against 
that must be placed not only the hostilitv 
of the Reformers of the sixteenth century to all 
buildings of the Roman Church, but the no less 
hostile feeling of Cromwell and the Common- 
wealth, so that it was unlikely the Church could 
withstand the animosity of both sections of re- 
formers, even if it had escaped that of one of 
them — unless, indeed, its plainness, which has 
been imputed to it as a serious fault, saved it 
from destruction. On all hand«, its tower is ad- 
mitted to date from Cromwell's time ; one 
authority has it that the tow^ was erected by 
Cromwell, but what is more probable is that the 
tower may be of Cromwell's time, but not built by 
him. It wa« entirely inconsistent with Ciomwel^s 
character and acts to build towers as appanages 
to chui-ches. From all that can be gathered, it 
is a fair deduction that the Church of 1688 was 
tue Catholic Churcli, with a new tower added 
about the date of the Commonwealth. It gives 
an element of roma.nce to the spot to think of 
tonsured heads and white-gowned monks, with 
their cowls and black crosses, and priests chanting 
their Pater Nostelre and counting their beads in 
the same building in which afterwards worshipped 
the stern disciples of Knox. However it may 
be regarded aa the original fabric, one fact 
remains, amid all the vicissitudes of time — the 
Church has dung to the spot for centuries. 

The internal fittings of the churches at this 
period were of the plainest and scrimpest, and 
were easily moveable, **a8 pieus and dasks and 
lofts" seem to have been shifted about freely at 
the will of the Session. At Communion time-s 
particulairly the area was cleared out entirely, 
and lonjz tables fitted up for the accommodation 
of the Communicants. 

*'The Session appoint the 8eat« be removed in 
tne place where tue tables are to stand, and that 
the tables be repaired and set up in time, and 
yt James Dunbar pay the workmen who shall 
be employed vrin." 

It is reco>raed from 1688 that the Magistrates 
and the Trades IncorporatioHs had seats or spaces 



Inverness Kirk Session Records. 



allotted to them in the high CJhurch for their use, 
mnd from certain references it is clear the arrange- 
ment dated from a much earlier period, although 
how much earlier in the absence of record can- 
not possibly be stated. Most precise Acts of 
Session were given to the Trades to preserve 
their claim and right to such seats against all 
other daimants. 

"11th June 1695. 

"The said day the Moderatour and remnant 
members of the Kh-k Session of the said burgh, 
Having sufficiently Considered the petitione of 
James Porteous Visitore of the tailores of In- 
verness, in name and behalf off himself and the 
rest of his vocatione for that Dask for the present 
possest bv tbem in the South Isle of the Okl Kirk 
of the said bi^gh. Bounded betwixt the Skinners 
Dask ore pues one the East and thet wall at the 
West and South and the little door at the North 
parts. Wee, the said members above written, 
be the tenor hereof, fully impowers, authorise, 
and ordaine the said James Poh-teous and the 
remnent freemen of his trade and Vocatione and 
ther Successors, to peaceablie possess, enjoy, re- 
pair, uphold, and maintain the samen ad futuram 
rei memoriam. And by tlie putts restrict ajid 
prohibit any person qtsomever to antrocede one 
the said Dask, or hinder the above-written per- 
sones ore th/sir successors of ther peaceable enjoy- 
ment of the samen qrupon Act." 

Such elaborate Acts in favour of seat-holders 
appear in the present d^^ as extravagant and 
totally unnecessB^ry, but it was not so at t^t 
time. It is difficult to itealise the bitterness of 
disputes which chuVxJi seat« gave rise to in the 
old days between rival claimants, heritors, and 
others. Inverness was no exception, but the 
Session was wise in its generation, and when it 
got more than ordinarily oewildered by the differ- 
ent claims, it sought safe refuge by referring the 
difficulties to the Fresbytery. 

One can only speculate as to the causes which 
led to such disputes, for there was undoubtedly 
much unoccupied space in the Church. Probably 
the litigous instincts of prominent citizens and 
heritors got scope in this direction with greater 
latitude and less expense than in the Civil Courts. 
Or it may be that social considerations or ques- 
tions of class distinctions were involved. 'HieTe 
is no doubt about the claims of class being ac- 
knowledged by the Session. The records con- 
tain numerous instances in which poor relations 
ci dignitaries and benefactors were recognised and 
treated with respect becoming such kinship. 

'The Session doe hereby appoint that Elspet 
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Oathb^rt, sponse to Wm. Eeiloch and Jean Hep- 
burn, be ajfowed to sit wt*out any molesan upon 
the footgang before tlie seat, sometyme belonging 
to Provest Alex. Cutlibert, ay & untill they give 
fiu*yr order.' 

In 1688 and for many years after no seat rents 
were charged. I'roposals were made in 1709 to 
charge rente for the church seats, as the follow- 
ing entry shows : — 

"Overtured that all the Daivks and pews in the 
high Church be taxed at a certain rate to be 
condescended on payable yearly to the Session for 
reparation of the Church, and the Session to 
pay Mr Uo. Baillie such a seume yeii'rly. 

•1 November 1709. 

"The former overture adhered to, viz., that so 
much be imposed' one each pew in the High 
Church, payable yearly^ Whereby the Provest is 
to acquaint the lown Coun-cill and C^lloden and 
Kinmylies to acquaint the rest of the Heritors." 

An Act had' been previously passed resolving 
that no part of the reparation money should go 
to the repair of the ministers' manses. This was 
evidently in order that the heritors and Town 
Council might f ultil their obligations in regard to 
them. The present rt^solution to tax the seatfl 
had been brought about bv the necessity of aug- 
menting Mr liobert Baillie's stipend, of the in- 
adequacy of which he had been complaining. 

How little some people think of the peal of the 
High Chifrch bell ! Yet for two hundred years it has 
runnf out the time of dav and night. There is 
something more than pat)ictic in its chime, and 
sweeter than melodv to manv an old "toim's child" 
as it reoalls events and per/jonalities of other 
days. The practice of ringing the church bell at 
night is referred to as follows: — 

"7th October 1703. 

"Its enacted that the Church Bell be told every 
night at ten ocloack, and that the officers tie 
spoken too, whereby the same may be duly ^( ne 
about bv them." 

"26th December. 

"James Thomson, thesaurer, was ordei-ed to 
gave the Kirk officers ane jwund candles monethlv 
during the long nights for toleing the church 
bell at 10 ocloack at night, and withall that he 
pay the said officers for what expense they were 
in buying of candles befor the date of ther putt." 

"27Ui April 1708. 
"Ordered that James Dunbar, thesaurer, pay 
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the officers £4 Sootta monethly as formerly for 
oandles for the riDgin^ of the bells morning and 
erening qch shall be allowed him in his compts." 

"November 2. 1708. 

"Resolved that th^re be a necessity for hyseing 
the Kirk bells, whereby the whole pariodi might 
hear yr sound the better." 

The eariiest iieferenoe to tokens Bind Oom- 
mtmion cups was in 1707. The absence of earlier 
mention of them indica«tes that Presbyterianism 
had ioot established itoelf in Inverness suffici- 
ently firm to admit of the administration of the 
Sacrament in the new form until this date. 

"30th September. 

"The Session appoint that James Dunbao* pay 
for the castinig of tokens as the minirs. shall judge 
necessary." 

"October 2lPt. 

"A motion being made anent the necessity of 
repairing the cups, which are light and small, 
and that it is not proper they should not be 
proper to the whole country, without security, 
and something for keeping of them up ; the same 
was referred to the Committee to bring in an over- 
ture about it." 

Quaint references aije made throughout the 
register to alterations and repairs to the Church, 
aira the necessity for the same. One interesting 
allusion is made to the Gaelic Church pulpit, 
which since has become locally famous on ac- 
count of the elaborately carved work on it. 

"February 3rd, 1689. 

"John Bishop, Carpenter, gote 14 p. Scotts for 
helpino^ of the Irish Church pulpit of the repara- 
tion." 

**The Session ordained when it pleased God to 
bring home James Dunbar, churcn thesaurer, to 
clear accompts ainoe his intromissions yrwith, 
since they see the church is lyk co turn ruinous." 

"15th of September 1691. 

"That dav it was ordained by the Session that 
BaiUie Dunbar should enter to repair the Church 
qnever his harvest should be over, and jri-after 
to be called to ane account since his intromission 
with the repartn money." 

"21st May 1694. 

"Compeared James Dunbar, baillie and church 
thesaurer, being desy^ be the Session to give in 
his accompts of the reparation money since his 



6 Inverness Kirk Session Records. 



mtromiflsioo qrwith, replyed that he would not 

give in his account till he would erlie put the 
hurch in repair and make it wind and wateir 
tight, as also desyred that the Seasion should 
pass Act in his favour that qtever charge and ex- 
pense he should be at by and above qt repara- 
tion money he hes, Tlitit the Session should 
refound him of the samen, to qch the Session as- 
sented and passed Act as follows : — 

"At the Session House of Inverness, the twenty- 
first day of May 1694 yeatrs. 

"The said day the Moderatour and remnent 
members of the Kirk Session of Inverness have 
by these past Act in favoures of James Dunbar 
putt baillie and Church thesaurer of the sd 
burgh that qtever diarges he should be at in 
repairing the churches over and above he has of 
the reparat n money that the said Session should 
becom his debiteuer, and pay liim qrupon Act." 

"21 May 1694. 

"Alexr. Stewatt, Skipper, burgess, wa* chosen 
and appointed Church thesaurer, who was seri- 
ously exhorted to looke to the repairing of the 
Churches." 

"6th October 1702. 

"That day, in face of Session, it was requited 
by James vans, in name and behalf of the Skin- 
ners, that they should have the freedom to sett 
up deals above their seatt for preserving their 
Da«k from the filth of the houll which freauently 
sits above them, the which desire was tnought 
reasonable, and therefor granted Nemine Contra 
dicente." 

"12th December 1710. 

"Ordered that James Dunbar, Church thesaurer, 
employ workmen to build up the windows in the 
roof of the Church where the Scholl loft is, and 
agree with and pay tbem for the same." 

"7th August 1711. 

"The sd day the Masons petitioned the Session 
for ane addition to their wages, formerly conde- 
scended on, for pointing the steeple of the Church, 
in regard they were at pains to fix the water 
spouts here, which was not in thei*r bargin. 

"Hie Session referre to Baillie Stewart and 
James Dunbar to agree with them and make 
report." 

"7th August 1711. 

"Anent the MajK>ns, Baillie Stewart and Baillie 
Dunbar made 'reports that they had communed 
with them for putting up a large window in the 
gavel of the South Isle for fraing the spouts in 
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the Steeple, for i>ointing the Church, and doinff 
all that was requisite and needfull about it, and 
that they had o£Fered them four score pounds 
Scotts, but the Masons would not a^ee under 
twenty merks more. The Session having con- 
sidered the same, did call the Masons, and 
ordered them to buikl Uiat window, and doe all 
other things as sd is oeedfull about the Church, 
and if they did their work sufficiently to con- 
tentment, the twentie merks in debate should be 
given them, which is all they crave, they furnish- 
ing all materials, except lime and sand, which the 
treasurer is allowed to give. 

"June 24th, 1718. 

"The Session being informed that George 
Ilodger hath a cargo of Gk)od Sclates lying in the 
Harbour, and considering that the Church will 
stand in need of them all if the intended enlarge- 
ment thereof goe one; And if it should not. It 
will stand in need of a good many of them. Con- 
sidering also that ane occasion of so good Scleats 
may not happen for a long time to come. And it 
being put to the vote whether they should buy 
them or not. It carried una'nimously that they 
shouKl be bought. Therefo^re, they did appoint 
David Hoome, Church Theasurer, to commune 
with and Bargain the said George Rodger for the 
said Scleats in as frugall a manner as he can." 

From such entries it is gathered the churches 
were not luxurious. In other respects the con- 
ditions under which public worship was some- 
times conducted were exhilarating, if not con- 
ducive to that spiritual calm which is supposed 
to be the possession of devout minds. 
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Many stirring scenes have been witnessed in 
the streets of Old Inverness, but none more pic- 
turesque than that in which the peace-loving 
but undismayed burghers were compelled to resort 
to arms to defend the town from the Highlanders 
who were pressing in on it. The entrv in the 
SesKion Register is the only record of the event 
80 far as known. 

"28th Aprille 1689. 

"That day sermon preached be Mr Gilbert 
Marshall in the forenoooe at th« Ooss, and that 
by reason Cole M'dionald was about the town 
boasting to com in with his whole force, con- 
sisting of 8 ore 900 men, to plunder the toun. 
Aftemoone, Mr Mackenzie preached as aforsaid, 
all the citizens being necessitate to stand in a 
posture off Defence." 

"May 5th, 1689, 

"Tueschiy. 

"No sermon, and that by reason of our Con- 
fusions." 

(Supposed to have reference to the troubles 
arising from the revolution changes.) 

"August 24th, 1690. 

"That day sermon preached by Mr M'Kenzie 
in his ordinaire, but before sermon ended wee 
wer surprysed by Oenerall Buchan's higliland 
armie, who lay betwixt Castell and Cidloden, so 
that at Collection was uplifted, was given to the 
poor.* 

It looks as if in the general hurry to be off, 
the collection got leave to take care of itself. 
Perhans the poor got it ; perhaps not. 

Below, as an item of interest, and for the 
purpose of easy reference, is a tabulated state- 
ment, taken from various authorities, of tlic 
names of the ministers of Inverness since the 
Reformation. It is extended father beyond the 
period under consideration for the sake of com- 
pleteness : — 

MINISTERS OF INVERNESS FROM THE REFORMATION. 

1st Charge, 

1667 Thomas Houston (Died 1605). 

1605 Jas. Bishop, A.M. 

1620 Wm. Cloggie, A.M. 

1640\ Murdo MacKenzie, A.M. Transferred to 

1645/ Elgin 1645. 

1645 John Annand, A.M. From 2nd Charge. 



17271 , 
1762 f 



Invrrnrsi Kirk Setrion Eeenrds. 



16601 James Sutherland, A.M. From 2nd 

1673 f Charge. 

lel*} Aloxr. CUtIi, A.M. From 2iid Cliarge. 



1604 V Demiltud, but retainc<l beaotice, 
1719 ) Died. 

I720\ Wm. Stuart (from .lr.1 Charge). 
1726/ Tranefurrwl to Kilteftm. 

Aleit. MpKcan, A.M. From 3it 
Charge. 

Sttd C'harye. 
1624 Juhn Aniinnd, A.M. TraiuUteil 1627. 

1&18\ Goorfje Munro. Dcniittei] for wniit o 
1 640 / lucitntciioncu. 

IMsl •f*'lin AmiHiul, A.M. To 1 st Charge. 

I647} 1^""^" MoCullr«:li. From 3rd Charge. 

1660 Jamci Sutherland. T'l 1st Charge. 

166.^1 

1674/ 

1674 \ 

1691/ 

1726/ ' 

I7wi Aloxr. Fra(ier,A.M. 

Snl Chary'.. 
ia«} ^"- McCuUitch. Trans. 2iid 1845, 

t'lP 59 years. 
11%) ^^"'- *^^"»'"t. To lat, Charge. 
}™| A. McBean. To Isl Charge. 

At everybody knows, the Establuhed form 
of Church ment in [^^ vaa 

Episcopal;, __^^ 

thai the l^E^f^^S- Inv*ne!M were honoured 
at leant and the follon-ing year 

with the nf tlie of the 

Dioceee. The entries in the 



Alexr. Clark, A.M. To Int Charg.^ 
I Gilbert Murxhsll. 
Robert Itaillie. 



"Apprae 15tli. 1688. 
"The Bight Rovtrend father in Cod Master 
William Ray. I^rd Pinhnp nf Mifrray. preached 
forenoune. Text, 59 Cli.ij). of Isaiah and 20th 



10 Inverness Kirk Session Records 



"10th February 1689. 

"forenoone, Mr William Hay, Lard Bishop of 
Murray, preached." 

On the abolition of Episcopacy, the Bishop caine 
to Inverness to reside at the house of his son-in- 
law, Outhbert of Castlehill. He is remembered 
chiefly as the author of a notable saying. When 
appealed to by his clergy as to how they should 
best combat the Schismatic preachers, he replied — 
"Excel them in life and doctrine." ^Itnough, 
so far as the register shows, there was only one 
officiating minister in Inverness at the opening of 
the year 1688, namely, Mr Gilbert Marshall, yet 
Mr Angus MacBean, afterwards deposed, was 
Btill one of the ministers. The Presbytery Records 
show that, being "convinced that Presbitrie was 
the only government that God hwned in these 
nations, he disowned the Church government 
established by law, and demitted his charge." 
He signalised the courage of his convictions by 
beginning "his schisme in one of the most loyal I, 
orderly, amd regular cities in the nation." After 
"all brotherly, prudent, and tender methods for 
reclaiming him to his duty" had failed, sentence 
of deposition and deprivation we're pronounced 
against him. He was imprisoned in Deoember 
1687, by the Episcopacy, and kept in confinement, 
notwithstanding impaired health. Substantial 
bail was offered on his behalf by the Lairds of 
CuUoden and Gk>rdonstown, but it was a vindic- 
tivelv refused. His release was effected bv a mob 
in December 1688, and he died in February fol- 
lowing aged 33 years. "The blood of the Martyrs 
is tlie seed of the Church." Mr HectcM* Mackenzie 
was appointed to the vacancy arising by Mr Mac- 
Bea/n*s deposition. The Session minutes on the 
subject are very brief, monely recording that — 

"May 6th (1689). 

"Mr Hector Mackenzie was presented minister 
off Inverness, the sd day preached psalm 73 C, 
Last verse." 

It is perhaps singular — or is it singular? — that 
Mr MacBean and his successor each preferred 
principle to place. Tlie former ivsiled from 
Episcopacy and was deposed, and the other re- 
fused to conform to Presbyterianism, and con- 
sequently remained Episcopalian incumbent in 
the Parish of Inverness fdr many years after the 
Establishment of Presbyterianism. The sacri- 
fice in his case, however, could not have been 
material, as by taking the oath he appears to 
have retained his benefice, which he held till his 
death, in 1719. Meanwhile, however, he and Mr 
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Qilbert Marshall appear to have carried on the 
duties of the parish with harmony and cordiality. 
Both preaclied in common in the two Churches, 
and interchanged hours of service, and took their 
torn at presiding at the Session meetings. This 
continued till the death of Mr Gilbert Marshall, 
m the winter of 1691. The Session minute, re- 
cording the event in brief but comprehensive 
terms, alludes to his worth — 

"26th ofif Feby. 1691. 

''Departed, Master Gilbert Marshall, about six 
of the clock at night, who preached the Gospell 
at Inverness for the space of sixteen years and 
nine moneths, to the satisfaction of all his 
hearers, and was interrd in Baillie Duffs buriull 
place, upon the 28th of moneth, being Saturday 
thereafter." 

There is a marginal note, "memento mori," 
and a fantastic sketch of a skull and cross-bones, 
no doubt pregnant with meaning at the time, but 
appearing now somewhat out of place, as well 
as crude in execution. 

After the death of Mr Marshall, steps were 
taken to fill up the vacancy so caused. 

"Tuesday, 14th July 1691. 

"Session mett, consisting of magistrates, 
Counsellors, heretuurs, and Elders. The name of 
God being called upon, proceeded, the Session 
being fully met, consisting of the Magistrates, 
heretoures, and Elders, anent the calling of a 
minister for filling the vacancv made through 
the decess Mr GUbert Marshall, late minister, 
did list the under written persones and to vote 
any of these whom they thought most sufficient 
for this place, viz. : — Mr Alex. Sutherland, 
Chaplain to livingstone's Dragonnes (12) ; Wm. 
Mackay, at Dornoch (2) ; Thomas Fraser, at 
Suddie ; Andrew Ross, minister at Urquhart, in 
Rofis; David Gumming, minister at Breamurray 
(4) ; William Stewart, expectant. 

"The above written members, having considered 
that the sd listed persones wer sufficiently qualli- 
fied for serving and filling up the vacancy, do 
run yr plurall votes in favoures of Mr Alex. 
Sutherland, and to this effect ordained all per- 
sones that had any objection against the sd Mr 
Alexr. Sutherland should compear the next 
Session day, and ther give them in." 

"19th off July 1691. 

"After sermon it was intimated to all persones 
qt somever that hade any objections agst the call- 
ing of Mr Alexr. Sutherlamd to compear the next 
Tusday, and ther give them in." 
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"22na of Jullv. 

"Session mett and craved any objection agst 
Sutherland, but finding none, did proceeded in 
the call." 

Mr iSutberland- was an ox-master of the Gram- 
mar School of Inverness, but at the date of his 
appointment to the Church of Inverness, he was 
officiating as Chaplain to Livingstone's Dragoons, 
who, it is su'rniised, were then quartered m In- 
verness. He preached several times in the Church 
after his appointment, but it does not appear that 
he was settled in the charge. He disappears alto- 
gether from the records after the 23rd August. 
Probably his departure was accelerated by the 
events leading up to the entry under date 14th 
October 1691, which is significant for what it 
omits as well as for what it says — 

"That day the presbyter'an pairties took pos- 
session of the Highland Church." 

Even a Chaplain of Dragoons might be excused 
from preaching under Prelacy c>ne day and Presby- 
terianism the next. It is apparent from the fact 
of the above entry, and tliat the Episcopal minis- 
ter, Mr Hector Mackenzie, was still officiating 
in Inverness, that the force of tlie Ecclesiastical 
Revolution did not reach the Highland Capital, 
or, at all events, did not take piactical effect so 
early h^re as in the South. Mr Mackenzie con- 
tinued to preach and act as minister of the parish 
down till July 1694, and evidently to some extent, 
but without Ecclesia«tical recognition, to a much 
later date, namely, 1703. This is borne out by 
the fact that he continued to disburse money be- 
longing to the Seesion. although, so far as ap- 
peakrs from the Session Records, he neither 
preached nor took part i«n the Sesaon proceedings 
after 1694. What time he took the oath is not 
seen. But it is certain that although not recog- 
nised by the Presbyterian patty, he never divested 
himself of his ministerial functions. Probably 
the truth is that, backed by a considerable por- 
tion of the community partial to him, he con- 
tinued to minister to the people on the old lines, 
as far as he wait permitted. It is perfectly clear 
that he never officiated as a Presbyterian minis- 
ter, but his personal popularity doubtless induced 
an influential portion of the Session and the com- 
munity to hope that he would conform, a« will 
be seen later on under Session minute quoted 
(dated 16th November 1703). Mr Ma<:kenzie, 
however, being obdursite on this point, his friends 
were still powerful enough to bring about an 
agreement, dated October 1705, between him and 
the Rev. Mr RobU Baillie, the first Presbyterian 
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minister settled in Inverness under the 
Orange regime. To this agreement, which 
is rather curious, the Magistrates, Town 
Council, lleritors, and Elders subscribed as con- 
sentors. No official record of this agreement by 
the Session exists till Mav 14, 1717, "when it was 
ordered to be laid in before the Magistrates and 
Town Council whereby they may deside and de- 
termine therein, and that by reason of Differences 
that arise by Mr Hector Mackenzie's taking Uie 
third Sabbath as it falls in course, and the Coun- 
cil's Determination to be Veported with conveni- 
ency. The tenor of which agreement follows: 

"For removing all differences betwixt the minis- 
ters and parochners of Inve^ess. It was agree<l 
betwixt Mr Robert Baiilie, minister, and Mr 
Hector Mackenzie, minister, there, with the 
Special advice and consent of the Magistrates, 
Council, Heretours, and Elders, in manner fol- 
lowing Primo, that after Mr William Stuart, 
minister at Kiltearn. shall come and settle here. 
The sd Mr Hector Mackenzie shall preach in 
English in the High Church every third Sabbath 
day in the afternoon, and on a week day once 
every three weeks, in the sd English language, 
either in the old or new Kirk, as he shall &n\ 
most convenient ; 2nd, It was agi*eed in manner 
for said that dureing Mr William Stuart's stay 
in this place and continuein^ to preach here, the 
sd Mr Hector Mackenzie shall take ane equall 
burden with him both in preaching and Catechis- 
ing in the Irish language ; 3rd, That one the 
Sabbath day Mr Hector Mackenzie and Mr Will 
Stuart shall preach by equall turns or Catechise 
in the New Kirk, in the Irish language only. In 
testimony whereby the sd Mr Robert Baillie and 
Mr Hector Mackenzie, together with the Magis 
trates, Council, Heretors, and Elders of the said 
town and parioch of Inverness, have subscrived 
their puts, written by Mr Thomas Jaffray, master 
of the Qrammar School of Inverness. At Inver- 
ness, the twelvth day of October, one thousand 
and seven hundred and five years. Before those 
witnesses to the subscriptions of the sd's Mr 
Hector Mackenzie and Mr Robert Baillie, to wit 
George Mackenzie of Inchconter ; Aeneas Macleod 
of Ce^boll, and Livetenant Collinell Duncan Mac- 
kenzie, in Foot Guards, and the said Mr Thomas 
Jaffray, writer, hereof sic sub'cr. 

''Hector Mackenzie, Robert Baillie, George Mac- 
kenzie, Witness; Eneas Macleod, witness; Dun- 
can Mackenzie, Tho. Jaffray. witness ; James 
Dunbar, Elder, consents ; John Cuthbert consents, 
James Vans consents, George Leith consents, 
David Eraser consents, William Neilson consents, 
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David Stuart consents, James Thomson cotisents, 
James Outhbert consents, William Hoome con- 
sents, George Outhbert consents, William Robert- 
son consents, Da Poison consents, Robert Robert- 
son consents, Alex!r. Stuart consents, John Lock- 
hart, William Duff, provost, consents; Robert 
Ross, Baillie, consents; Alexr. Duff consents, 
David Fraser consents, George Duncan consents, 
John Outhbert consents, John M'Intosh consents, 
Alexr. Fraser consents, John. Robertson consents, 
Alexr. Hark consents, John Taylor consents." 

This agreement carries us rather beyond the 
narrative, and for the present it may be dismissed 
with this comment, that it shows an utter absence 
of peisecutioQ and intolerance on the part of the 
Presbyterians, then all-powerful, and it is in strik- 
ing contrast to the treatment meted out to the 
Rev. Angus M'Bean, by the Episcopate. To re- 
turn to the narrative, the minutes sliow that Mr 
Hector Mackenzie preached on 8th July 1694, 
and suddenly, as it were, he disappears from 
them in his capacity of Moderator and member of 
Kirk Session. I*or some time after that the 
minutes preserve a discreet silence regarding him 
and the circumstances of the times, merely record- 
ing the usual routine offices and the names of the 
preachers. 
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The diBappcarame of Mr Hector Mackeiusie 
from the Church Judicatories was conteinporane- 
ous with the appearance in Invomess of the Com- 
mittee of the General Assembly commissioned for 
the North. Circumstancee ha!d worked together 
to retain him in his office up, to this point. Pro- 
bably he had taken the Oath of Allegiaoce to 
WilUam and Mary ; other factors in his favour 
wero his popularity, his excellent knowledge of 
Qaelic, and the lack of ministers qualified to 
officiate in Highland parishes. The visit of the 
Committee, however, brought matters to a crisis, 
and he was forced to the alternative of subscribing 
tlie Declaration of Assurance and the Westminster 
Confession of Faith or quitting his charge. When 
the Coiimiissioners arrived in Inverness they were 
met by 14 ministers, who lodged' with the Com- 
mission a paper containing questions and a pro- 
testation against the authoritv of the late General 
Assemblies. Was Hector Mackenzie one of the 
14? There is no information regarding this, but 
he seems for the time to have deferred subscrib- 
ing the neoessary formula, taking full advantage 
of the extension of time allowed. Fortunately for 
liim, in tike folK>wing vear, by the moderation and 
good sense of the Presbyterians, the Scottish 
Parliament was able to modify the conditions to 
this — "Tliat all who should qualify themselves 
within the time appointed! and behave as became 
ministers of the Gospel in doctrine, life, and con- 
versation, should enjoy the Royal protection as 
to their churches and* benefices, they confininff 
themselves within the limits of their parochial 
charges, and taking no part in ordination or 
Church Government, unless duly assumed by a 
competent ecclesiastical judicatory." Hence the 
subsequent somewhat fitful and rather fretlul ap- 
pearance of Mr Hector Mackenzie's name in the 
pages of tlie Session Records. 

The Presbyterians continued to use the same 
Session minute-book as the Episcopalians had, 
but as if to mark the epoch, it is ooserved tlhat 
contrary to cu;itom one page about the centre 
of the book is only half -filled and the two leaves 
following are torn ot cut out, and it is evident 
from what follows that a new era ecclesiastically 
hxi8 begun, for the next page is num- 
bered I., and opens under the appoint- 
ment of the Committee of the General As- 
sembly for the North for the purpose of adding 
32 names to the Eldership of the parish. The 
whole proceedings savour of abruptness, but there 



16 Inverness Kirk Session Records. 



is an evident desire to be precise and legally 
fonna] in them. The existing Session numbered 
20 members, so that with the 52 additional mem- 
bers they were a considerable body, including as 
they diB many of the most worthy and prominent 
names in the town and district. The minute runs 
in the following terms : — 

"August 8th 1694. 

"Session met (God's name being calMi upon), pro- 
ceeded sederunt. At the Session House of In- 
verness, 8th August (94), Mr John Spaldin, 
Moderatour ; Mr Thoma« Thomson, Assistant. 

"Appointed! by the Comittie of the QeneraJl As- 
•emblie for the north to conveen to the Session 
of Inverness as they are this day by the apoint- 
ment of the said Comittie, Constitute according to 
yr Act ther annent the tener qrof as f ollowes : — 

"At the Kirk of Inverness, the seventh day of 
August, sixteen nyntie four years, be four of 
the clock in the afternoone. 

"Wheraa ther was by the Magistrates and here- 
toures of the town and parioch of Inverness Given 
into the Comittie of the Generall Assemblie Com- 
isionat for the north a list of severall persones 
to be added to the Elders of this congregation. 
The Comittie haveing apointed sevewdl of yr 
number to conferr with and try the persones con- 
tained in tlie said List as to ther fittness for that 
office, who reports that they hade tryed and wer 
satisfied with these they mett witn, and wer 
present at home, whose names are as followes : — 

'•William Duff, Provest; Jotin Barbour, 
Baillie; William Duff of Diple, Baillie; John 
Miackintosh, Baillie ; Jame« Maclean, Dean of 
Gild ; Alexr. Duff of Drumoore ; Mr Alexr. 
Fraaer, Thesaurer ; Alexr. Mackay, Mer't ; James 
Dunbar, younger, solicitor; Robert Elphinstone, 
Goldsmith ; Robert Rose, late baillie ; William 
Wilson, Mert. ; Alexr. Rose, late baillie ; Robert 
Rose, younger ; Mr WilHam Robertson of Inchea ; 
Hugh Robertson, late provest; Willia>m Baillie 
of Dunain ; Donald ffouler, late thesaurer ; John 
Cuthbert, late provest ; Robert Cuming of Relu- 
gas ; Andrew nraseir son & provest ffraser ; John 
Lockhart, Mert. ; Jolm Stewart, Mert. ; Samuell 
Cutlibert, toun elk ; Robert Robertson of the 
lyn ; Altexr. Stewart, Skiper ; James Keiloch, 
Skiper ; Joseph Robertson, Apothea Oarie ; 
Thomas Hossack, Mert. ; John Cuthbert, Mert. ; 
William Hoome, Mert. 

"Which tdie Comittie approves, and haveing 
caused serve yr edict the last Lord's day that 
if any person have anything lawfully to object 
agst them why they might not be admitted 
Elders, they might repair to the Comittie against 
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Tusday, being the seventh day of August 
Instant, at five a clock in the aftemoone, And 
the Comittie haveing caused call at that tym at 
Uie most patent Doores of the church if ther wer 
any to object agst them. Ther wer none ap- 
peared. Tnerfor the Comittie appoints llr 
Thomas Thomsone, Minr., at fifores, to ordain 
them tomorrow after sermon, being Wednesday 
the eight day of August, sixteen nyntie four 
yeares, and to declau'e them to be aditionall 
to the legall Eklership alreai^ found here. And 
as for these cont-ained in the List whose edict was 
served the last Lord's day, and who either ore 
sick or not at home, the Comittie recommends 
to the Presbiterian minister, who by the Comit- 
tie's apointment is to preach here for some tym, to 
keep Sessions, and with the advise and consent 
of the Session here to try and; ordain them as 
they shall be found willing and quallifield. Ex- 
tract out of the Records of the Comittie by Will 
Macky, Clk. Comtt. 
"Tfie old EMers are as f oUowes : — 

"Duncan fforbes of Culloden; (Jeorge Cuth- 
bert of Castleill ; James Stewairt, late baillie ; 
David Stewart, Mert. ; George Duncan, Mert. ; 
James Thomson, Mert. ; Robert Wilson, Mert. ; 
Donald ffraser; George Leith; John Clerk; 
Alexr. Squaire; James Porteo^s; James Yaus; 
David Monro ; John Poison ; Alexr. Sage ; Wil- 
liam Miller; Robert Murray in Cullodm; Don- 
ald Young, younger; John McBcan, Mert. 

•T. W. T. Thomson, Clk. Assistant, 
Jo : Spalding, Modr. P.T." 



«r 



The Session having added to their number, at 
once reappointed weir former Session Clerk, 
Bishop. In course of the month (August 1694) 
they appointed four of the most prominent of 
their number to communicate with Mr Wm. 
Crichton, minister of Halkirk, Moderator of the 
Committee, commissioned by the General Assem- 
bly for tihe North, for a minister for supplving 
the vacancy of the Kirk of Inverness. lliree 
names were mentioned — ^Mr John McLauren, Mr 
Robert Munro, and Mr Dunkinson, any of whom 
would be acc^table. The favourite was Mr 
MoLfiMiren, but in the end' none of them came, 
and Inverness pulpit was practically^ derelict. 

Supplies onight to have been furnished by the 
Presbytery, the General Assembly having made 
provision accordingly. These supplies, however, 
were by no means so regular or so satisfactory as 
was desired, and so severe a body as the Session 
were constrainedi to poke sly humour at the 
Presbytery on account of its remissness. Fre- 

3 
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^uently one or more of the eldera were commis- 
sionedt hy the Session to go to the Presbytery 
with the view of securing a supply, while in the 
absence of Gaelic-speaking ministers, delinquents 
have often to be deferred "till it please Gk>d to send 
a minr. tliat can speak in the Irish tongue." How- 
ever, on the 22nd October 1695, the Session met 
undcn* the Moderatorship of Mr Hugh Kemp, 
minister of Foregone. The minutes reveal that 
the Session were not of one mind. The Magis- 
trates and Council, who were now by law con- 
joiuedi with the Kirk Session in the caHing of a 
minister, appear to have nominated one candidate 
and tlie other pa:rt of the Session another, an un- 
fortunate beginning certainly. Hitherto, as 
might be expected, Uiere was a very close connec- 
tion between the Session and the town's civic 
rulers. The Magistrates, or part of them, were 
generally memb^ of the Session, as were also 
some of the Councillors. The relations between 
Ihe two bodies were thujB for the most part very 
harmonious. Differences did occasionally arise, 
but they seemed to be always happily adjusted in 
a friendly spirit, both parties being mainly con- 
oetmed as to how best to serve the well-being 
of the community. In tlie present difficulty the 
same good feeling ultimately manifested itself, 
as the record bears out — 

"7th October 1695. 

"The Session having met, spoke annent the 
provyding of the place for a minister. It was 
unanimously concluded That the presbeterie be 
applyed to appoint one of yr number to give 
public intimation from the pulpit Sabbath next 
fo6r the Toun Counsell, heretoures, and. Elders, 
to meett upon nist day of October instant for 
the drawing and subscryveing of a caH to 
minister." 

"22nd of October 1695. 

"The Magistrates and Kirk Session being melt 
annent the election of a minister, and the thing 
being put to a vote, the magistrates and Council] 
were for the most for Mr <K^n Paselay, but the 
pluralite of the Session were for Mr James 
Fraser of Brea. After the votes past, seme of 
the most considerable of the place made a dlffi- 
cultie annent Breai^ because <^ his not takeing 
the oathes, but withall dtid decJfeitre that if the 
generalitie should be pleased to goe along with 
the Magistrates in the call of Mr John Paselay 
because of Brea's circumstances, and that thers 
difficulties found in obtaining Mr Paselay. Then 
the Magistrates would bei unanimous in pro^ 
■ecuting the call to Brea before they made any 
proposale to any therd person qch the Kirk Ses- 
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Bion haa taicen to advyie upon to the next mect- 
tmg." 

Afterwards there were aeveral, as it api>ear8, 
abortive meeting8, and then the SeiiAion. «« fore- 
■hadowed, gave a call to Ifr James Eraser of Brea, 
minister of Culntss, and proceeded to prottecute 
it with more than oniinary vigour, succt'ssfully 
almost, afl it would seem, when an unfortunate 
demand by Mr Fraiter brought the ]>roceeding8 
to naught, and he, too, disappears from view. 
The <leniand follows : — 

"8th of November 1698. 

"After Senuon tlie Session meett, Tlie wiid Mr 
Janii's fraser of Hn>a, mcKieratour. Tlie name of 
Ood being called upon, proseded. The modera- 
te nir proiKxsed to tlte members of Session That iu 
resp^^ct of his being called to be ther Minister, 
They should take it to ther serious coninideration 
the giveing to him one of the churches to nreach 
in foreno<me and afterno<me. The qch, the 
Magistrates, and oyrs took to adwise till fryday 
ni-xt, again Qch tym they are to return yr 
answer/' 
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No. IV. 

As mentioned in No. III. hereof, the 
call to Mr James Fraser of Brea, then minister of 
Culross, came to nothing, apparently because the 
Session were unablo to agree to his preaching 
in one church only, forenoon and afternoon. At 
length a call was presented to Mr Robert Baillie, 
who, after much by-play, reasons, and counter- 
reasons, and petitions, was finally settled in In- 
verness about the beginning of 1703, by commend 
of the Qeneral Assembly. 

*15th Janv. 1700. 

"That day the Sessions being sensibLe of the 
gi^eat loss The burgh and parish wer att in want- 
ing of a minister, afo^ haveing experience of Mr 
Robert B«dMie, now att Lamington, bis good life 
and sound doctrine, and tiiat Uiey finde the Session 
to be full, consisting of Magistrates, heretoures, 
and Elders, did unanimously vote the 
said Mr Robert Baillie to be yr. minis- 
ter, and in order thereto did subt. a 
call to him, Qch call was sent along with 
Mr Robert Gumming of Relugas, one of the Elders 
to the presbitcrv of Murray, to get ther approbsu- 
tion yrto, and that the said Robert bring a i-eport 
yrof from the presbitery again the next Session 
day. 

**Att Edr., Fryday, March the 13th, One 
thousand seventeen hundred and Two years poet 
meridiem. 

"Annent the affair of Mr Robert 6aillie*s goeing 
up to be admittedi minr. at Inverness, Conform to 
the former sentance of Transportation by the 
Qenerall AssembMe, seven hundred and one years, 
and appointment of yr Commission, delayed in 
the forenoone till this dyet, parties being present 
as in the forenoon, and the Commission of the 
Oenerall AssembUe, proceeding yrto where they 
then left. William Baillie of Lamington gave in 
a Commission from the Heretoures and Elders of 
the Paxish of Lamington to the Earl of Forfare, 
and him impowering them, or either of them, to 
compear before the late Assemblie, andi in name 
of tne sd parish to give in petit ne. to the said 
Assemblie, and to reason and debate in the pre- 
sence as should be found necessarie in order to 
continueing Mr Robert Baillie to be ther minr., 
Qch commission was read, and the sds parties 
heard and removed, and after Long reasoning 
hinc inde in open Commission concerning that 
affair, parties wer again calld in, and Mr Ilobert 
Baillie and the LairdI of Lamington desyred to 
say and represent all that they hade to say in 
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that affair, and why the 8d Mr Robert ahould 
not goe up to Inyemees as fully and freely as 
if there had been no sentance of Transportation 
yet pronounced. Whereupon the said Mr Robert 
Baillie gave in a paper entitlied 'Remarki) upon 
the Call and Reasons of Transportation/ given bv 
the parish of InveraesB to him, which was rean, 
and the sd Mr Robert Baillie and the liEiird of 
Lamington were furder as fully and at liength 
heard viva voce, as if there had been no sentanoe 
of Transportation in the said affair, and p*tie8 
being removed, the Commission of the General 
Assemblie haveins yet furder reasoned and seri- 
ously considered Uiat affair and what was therein 
represented by either p'tie, and findeing no new 
thing yrin but what was formerly known both to 
the General! AsscmbUe, one thousand seven hun- 
dred and on years, and Commission thereof. They 
therefore, by the vote, did and hereby doe appoint 
the said Mr Robert Baillie in obedience to and 
compliance with the said sentance of Transporta- 
tion, To repair to and be admitted minister at 
Inverness, Betwixt and the first of June next, 
with Certificatn. ; if he doe not, tbey will then 
proceed agst liim according to the instructions. 
Whereupon the said David Steuart asked and 
tooke instrumemts, and the Commission, for the 
encouragement of the said Mr Robert Baillie, 
appoint a Letter to be wrytten to the town and 
parish of Inverness, showing them what is done, 
and in that in case Mr Robert Baillie is not pro- 
vyded of presbiterian Colligue or supplied with 
some probatner or assistant haveing the Irish lan- 
guage within a year after his coming up to them. 
That then and in that case he is hereby alowed, 
and the Commission declare they will concurr 
with him, to repre^sent his circumstances and case 
to the Generall Assemblie, so that qch is grievious 
and ought to be remecded. 
"Extracted by me, — 

SicSubt, Da: Dundas, Clk." 

Thus, after a lapse of twelve years from the 
death of Mr Gilbert Marshall, the pulpit of the 
Second Charge of Inverness wa« again filled, «UMi 
by a not unworthy successor. In connection with 
this long vacancy, Shaw, in his History of the 
Province of Moray, says : — 

"And in Inverness so great was the disaffection 
(to which Mr Hector Mackenzie contributed not a 
littVe, although he himself had qualified to tlie 
Civil Government) that upon the death of Mr 
Marshall in 1691 the Magistrates would not suffer 
the charge to be declared vacant. Upon 2l8t 
Jane thait year all avenues to the churdi were be- 
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set with armed men, and double sentries plaoed 
at the doors, that no minister might enter, and 
when Duncan Forbes of Culloden sought to open 
the doors he was thrust back and struck violently. 

ft- 

This made Culloden oiod others represent the case 
to the Council, and in August 1691. Leven's Regi- 
ment was sent north to protect tne well-affected 
in obeying the law. They made patent dtoors, 
but for ten years no minister could be got set- 
tled in that town." 

Shaiw*s statement reouires modification to a oon- 
siderable extent, for tne first part of it, that the 
Magistrates would not suffer the charge to be 
declared vacant, seems inconsistent with the facts 
as recorded in the Session minutes, which have 
been fuHy quoted in No. 11. hereof, and which 
show that Mr Maraftiall died in February 1691, 
amdi that on the 14th July next the Magistrates, 
Councillors, heritors, and elders elected Mr Alex- 
ander Sutlierland, chaiplain to Livingstone's Dra^ 
goons, to the vacant charge, and t)hat they fur- 
ther, on 19th July, craved objections in the usual 
form from the pul^pit, and oiily proceeded finally 
in the call on the 22nd July, after again asking 
for »nd receiving none. Then, agadn, the Session 
records clearly establish that on the first date 
mentioned bvShaw, 21s(j June 1691, Mr Hector 
Mackenzie himself preached, and in the afternoon 
Mr Alexr. Denoone, pairson of Pettie, officiated. 
The fact that €h collection was taken and appor- 
tioned as usual rather precludes tJhe idea of a 
disturbance such as Shaw describes. Here is 
the Session minute — 

"Sabbath, 21st June ('91). 

"ffomoone, Mr Mackenzie preached, text oTdin- 
ary. Afternoon, Mr Alexr. Denoone, parson of 
Pettie, preached, text, 21st Luke and 43 verse. 

Collection. 

R - - - 00 18 00 
P - . . 1 09 2 
A - . - 02 13 0." 



If digression be permissible, it should be ob- 
served that the ecclesiafftioal circnimstances of the 
times were roost peculiar. Altihough by the mid- 
dle of 1689 Prelacy was abolished, nothing was 
immediately established in its place. Difficul- 
ties aroae about Patronage which for obvious 
reasons Presbyterians wished abolished ; the 
Oaiths of Allegianoe and the Declaration of As- 
suraaioe also gave a good deal of trouble, and 
resulted for the time in delaying tihe establish- 
ment of a substitute for Prelacy. From motives 
of State policy, the King and lus Councillors had 
a strong desire to conciU&te the Episcopalians of 
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Sootlsuid, and in fact had no special liking for 
Presbjterianism. So long aa tlie religion of the 
kingdoms was of the Protestant faith the King 
was credited witn not being pauticulaT as to the 
form of Church Government, nenc© in high quar- 
ters there wa« a genered tendency to toleration, 
which in many cases led to the Episcopal clergy 
retaining for a consideo^able time their benefices 
and functions. This was comparatively easy in 
oases such as that of the Rev. Hector Mackenzie, 
of the First Charge of Inverness, where his con- 
gregation wa« composed mostly of gentry and the 
well-to-do of the community. Whoi the Geneoral 
Assembly met in Oc*tober 1690 there was no re- 
presentative there from the Nortib. Under all 
the circumstances, the requisite legaJ formalities 
relating to the change of Church Oovemment 
could only operate slowly in the Highlands. If 
the Presbyterians in Inverness tried or threatened 
to dispossess the Episcopalians, who were in pos- 
session, then the latter might have been justified 
in resorting to a display of force for tlie purpose 
of counteracting such proceedings and protecting 
themselves, but that there was any violence or 
disorder justifying these t«nns is most improb- 
able. Indeed, had the rule of the BishoiMi been 
88 mild and temperate elsewhere as it was in the 
Highlands the course of ecclesiastical events might 
have been difiFerent, for there were powerful in- 
fluences at work for the contimtaaice of the 
hierarchy. It was nob to be, howevjer. Presby- 
terianism was firmly established by law, and if 
more gradually, not less firmly in the affections 
of the people. 

While Mr Baillie seems to have settled down 
to the work of the parish with much acceptance, 
it is apparent he found his position anomalous, 
and reahsed it in as much as he could not speak 
the mother tongue of the people, and his useful- 
ness was consequently restricted. 

According to the terms of his settlement, a 
colleague able to speak Gaelic was to be settled 
in the parish within twelve months. It rather 
appears that' Mr Baillie had to remind the Session 
of this, and they in consequence seem to have 
madle certain proposals to Mr Hector Mackenzie. 
At any rate, the Session minute suggests that.— 

"15th Novr. 1703. 

'It being represented to the Session that Mr 
Hector Mackenzie had scruples of accepting the 
caire and charge of the whole Irish pairt of the 
congregation. They being by the nearest caUca- 
lation can be made of them about three thousand 
Oatidiisable persons, and a spacious vide parish, 
which he judged and found by experience to be 
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a burden which he was iieitEer (able or obliged 
to tiake on him, especially considering That at 
his admission to the office of minr. with the to an 
and parish of Inverness he was duly and LegsaJly 
entered to the equall half of the parish of botli 
languages. 

"The Session appoints the Clerk not to record 
this minut, nor give any extracts thereof without 
the Session's special consent, being only sett down 
here as a memorandum." 

From 20th January 1704 till 15th April 1707 
there is no Session minute, the reason being ex- 
plained in the minutes of the latter date, which 
toliow — 

"This d!ay it was represented in the Session 
That an accidental fire happened in the clerk's 
chamber betwixt the hours of ten and twelve 
o'clock at night, which continued until two 
o'cloak in the morning, being the eight and 
nynth instant which fire diureing the continuance 
of it was most) violent, and that the whole roof, 
loft, and other things belonging to himself was 
consumed by the sd fire ; only the registers were 
very providentially preeerved, and that the minuts 
for the years of God seventeen hundred and four, 
five, and six years, uoMll this date were burnt, as 
also the register of baptisnies from the year of 
Qod seventeen hundred and three the 26th day of 
January were burnt, together aJso wt the register 
of marriages and burlus from the year of God 
one thousand six hundred and eighty eight years, 
Whic^ bein^ considered, the Session appointed tihat 
pubiick intimfl4;ion be made after forenoone ser- 
mon on Sabbath next in boUi churches, that the 
whole inhabitants of town and parish who have 
had children baptized These four years bygon 
should come to yr clerk, Alexr. Bishop, and give 
up the names of their chiMtren, wt the date of 
tbedr birth and baiptism to the nearest of their 
l?emembrance, to gether wt the names of the 
witnieeses for the tyme for said, and that in order 
to make up the forsd register of baptism that is 
lost, and that the same shall be recorded gratis." 

Kr W. Stuart, formerly minister at Kilteam. 
pesided at this meeting, having become settled 
in Inverness as minister of the Third Charge, in 
the year 1705. 

It has been stated that Mr Duncan Macculloch 
was minister of the Third Charge, 1642-45 ; but it 
is extremely doubtful whether this was not merely 
a temporary appointment to meet a special emerg- 
ency; at any rate, there seems to have been no 
permatient stipend a/ttached to the charge if 
created, and when in 1704 the General Assembly 
dealt with the question of settling a third minister 
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iu ths town and pamh the matter wojs trcntod en- 
tirely as if a tnird minujter was being settled 
there for the first tinie. As bearing on tliis ques- 
tion, the following document, which has already 
been printed, is very interesting : — 

"Anne, by the grace of Uod, Quten of Great 
Britain, France, and Ireland ; To all good men 
of her whole realm, cUiric and laic; Greeting: 
Since we, considering the condition of the dty 
and palish of Inverness, and parish thereof, and 
from information that there are therein about 
four thousand persons above the age of fourteen 
years, three thousand and more (of whom) can 
only 8]>cak the Gaelic language, and that said 
parish is very wide, and verj' many of the parish- 
ioners are eight miles distant from a church, 
whereby the ministerial duty is rendered too heavy 
for two ministers, especially since one of the 
present ministeis of toat [>arish is ignorant of 
the Gaelic tongue, and) the other, who can speak 
in the (laeiic, is oblisjed to undertake tlie cure of 
one-half only of those Gaelic people, on whi<'h 
account about fifteen hundred of thefte po«»r Gaelic 
people have, to their great loss, no one to superin- 
tend them ; And considering the great influence of 
said city and parisli throughout the North High- 
lands of Scothuid, and that the placing of a tliird 
minister at Inverness is right and necessary, 
which would tend greatly to the glory of God, 
the good of souls, and the promotion of the Re- 
formodl Protestant religion, and that it would 
contribute much to the preservation of peace and 
good order in those quarters, and also that the 
foresaid city and parish have been lately reduced 
to very gre;it poverty through the de<.'av of com- 
merce and other causes; and the tienJs thereof 
l^ve been exhausted, and so no fixed fund can be 
found as a stipend for a third minister in that 
place ; and the Magistrates and heritors hitherto 
are agreed as to the necessity for a tJiird minister 
in said city and parish, and that they iMve given 
an invitation to Mr William Stewart, minist^^r at 
Kiltearn. which afterwards was considered by the 
National Synod of the Glmivh of tiiat our ancient 
kingdom of Scotbuid, and the said National 
Synod finding it neot«sary that a third minister 
be e^t-ablished at Inverness, have translated the 
said Mr William Stewart from Kilteam to be 
one of the ministers of Inverness. And we are 
desiring much that ministers of the Gospel have 
every due and requisite sustentation in toe faith- 
ful administration of their office. Therefore, we, 
of our lloval bounty, and from our maternal care 
for the Cturch «and zeal for the promotion of the 
true Protestant religion, with special advice and 
consent of our verv trusty and beloved cousins 

4 
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and counsellors — James, Duke of Queensberry, 
our Chief Commissioner; James, Earl of Sea- 
field, High CSiancellor ; James, Marquis of Mon- 
trose, President of the Secret Council; James, 
Earl of Galloway; Archibald, Earl of Forfar; 
David, Earl of Glasgow, Lord-Depute of the 
Treasury; William, Ix>rd Ross; and Master 
Francis Montgomery of Gififan, Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Treasury, and Comptrollers of our 
new augmentations : And also with advice and 
consent, with the rest of the Lords and other 
CommissioneTs of our Exchequer, have given, 
granted, mortified, and disponed, and for us and 
our suooessors for ever confirmed, «« also we, with 
advice and consent foresaid! by the present charter, 
give, grant, mortify, assign, and dispone, and for 
us and our successors for ever confirm, to the 
foresaid Magistrates and Town Council of In- 
verness for the time, and) to their successors in 
office in all time to oome for the use and benefit 
of the said Mr William Stewart upon his admission 
to the office of one of the ministers of Inverness, 
and of his successors in office in all time to come, 
provided alwavs that they be lawfully called and 
admitted to the incumbency of the cure, as one 
of the ministers of Inverness, according to the 
constitution of the Church as presently estab- 
lished: All and whole the sum of eight hundred 
and eighty-one pounds one shilling and sixpence 
of the money of Scotland, to continue as a con- 
stant modified stipend yearly, for the foresaid 
Master William Stewart, and his successors in 
office; and which stipend we ordain to be paid 
yearly at the FeaM of 8t Martin, beginning the 
first term of payment at the Feast of St Martin, 
in the year of the Lord 1706, and thereafter to 
continue to be paid yearlv in all time to come at 
said term, to the foresaid Magistrates and Town 
Council of Inverness, or to any others whomso- 
ever having their mandate from the rents of the 
Biflhoprick of Moray, and particularly from those 
lands undermentioned, viz., from the ecclesiastical 
lands of the Lord of Gordonston, lying within the 
parish of Kinnedar, the sum two hundred and 
eighty-eight pounds and twelve shillings of 
money foresaid: Item — From his lands of Kirk- 
ton of Dallas, six pounds thirteen shillings and 
four pence: It^m — ^From the ecclesiastical lands 
of the Lord! of Brodie, in said parish of Kinnedar, 
£129 12s : Item — ^From the Lord of Muirton for 
his khnds of Blairvie, lying in the parish of Raf- 
ford, i>81 7s : Item — ^From the Lord of Muirtoun 
for his lands of Myreeide, in the narish of Spynie, 
£20 : Item — ^From said Lord of Muirtoun for his 
lands of Sheriffmiln, in said parish <^ Spynie, 
£2: Item — ^From the Lord of Bishopmiln for 
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his landi of Biflhopmiln, in said parish of Spynie, 
£66 138 4d : Item— -From the ijord of Mutoun- 
brody for his lands of Inverlochty, in the parish 
of Elgin, £52 2s : Item— From Master David Pol- 
son of Kylmilie for his lands of Kylmilie, and 
other lands formerly belonginj? to Hugh BailUe, 
in the parish of Inverness, £60 : Item — ^From the 
Lord of Kih*avock for his temple lands in the 
parish of Ardclaugh, £40 : Item — From the said 
Lord of Kilravock for his lands of Kildnimmie, 
in the parish of Nairn, £16: Item — ^From the 
Lord of Dipple for his liands of Dipple, £24 lis 
4d: Item — From the Sheriff of Moray for the 
lands of Inchbraik, in said parish of Spynie, Jt;15 
168 lOd*: Item — From said Sheriff of Moray for 
his lands in the parish of Rothes, £4 14s 8d : Item 
— ^From Abraham Lesly of Findrartie for his lands 
in the parish of Spyiiie, £36 Ts : Item — ^From the 
Lord of Innes for his lands of FiSsell, £10 128: 
Extending in whole to tlie sum of £881 Is 6d! of 
money of Scotland foresaid, as part of the rents 
of the Bishoprick of Moiay, which fell into our 
hands and' came into our donation and disposition 
by the laws and acts of the Parliament of this 
kingdom, which ordained the abolition and sup- 
pression of Episcopacy, and ordained the rights, 
duties, and supenoritiee thereof, to pertain to 
us and our successors in all time to come, and we, 
with advice and consent aforesaid, give power, 
grant, and require the hereditary vassals, tenants, 
and possessors of the lands above written to make 
exact payment at said term, or at other terms 
used and wont, of the reftpective proportions of 
money to the foresaid Magistrates and Town 
Council of Inverness, who, for the time, may be 
in office, and to their successors in all time to 
come, or to their treasurer, or Mo any one having 
their mandate, for the use and benefit of said 
Mt William Stewart, and of his successors in 
office, ministers in Inverness who have been law- 
fully ordained, admitted, and called to the in- 
cumbency there as said is : Declaring by the pre- 
sent charter that tlie receipt of the city of Inver- 
ness or their treamrer, or of any one having 
thedr mandate, shall be received, and be sufficient 
for the proper payment of the stipend to Mr 
WlUliflni Sittewaift and bis 'successors in office 
because of the said lands, and the receipt or 
exoneration shall contain the obMgation of tlie 
city of Inverness, which shall be bound to bestow 
the sums of money above mentioned according 
to our intention, giving and delivering them to 
the said Mr Williaim Stewart, or the ministers 
bis successors in office in Inverness; and which 
obligation must be immediately registered and 
an extract thereof given to said minister, and 
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which payment mirat be instructed by a registered 
receipt or exoneration from the said Mr Wil- 
liam Stewart or his successors in office; or if 
said Magistrates shall neglect or procrastinate to 
levy the sums foresaid for the use and benefit 
above mentioned, then the foresaid Mr William 
St-ewart and his lawful successors shall be at 
liberty immediately to levy them by themselves, 
and to grant receipts, wliioh shall sufficiently 
exoner said persons liable in payment. And that 
our bounty and pious intention may be more 
effectual, we, with comsent foresaid, constitute 
and ordain that in all assedations and commis- 
8ion.s of said Bishoprick to be granted hereafter, 
the foresaid lands destined for payment of said 
tliird stipend shall be expressly excluded from 
said asi^edation or co>iimiissions ; and decern or 
ordain said LoixJs Commissioners of our Treasurv 

mr 

to cause the premises so to be done and effected ; 
to be held and had the aforesaid annual stipend 
of us and our successors as pure charity, freely, 
Quietly, and without any revocation ; giving, 
therefore, yearly, the foresaid Master William 
Stewart and his successors in office, ministers of 
Inverness, prayers and supplications to God 
omnipotent, both publicly and privately, for 
perpetual benedictions to us and our successors 
in all time to come; and this for every other 
buixten, exaction, question, demand, or secular 
service whatsoever, which can be demanded of 
the said Mr William Stewart and Ids successors 
in office ; and in fine, we, on the word of a 
prince, faithfully promise to ratify this present 
charter in the next session of this Parliament, if 
there be any, or in the ne^xt following, or of any 
other Parliament of our baid ancient kingdom, 
by requiring the States of Parliament to ratify 
the same, iforeover, to the Sheriff of . . . 
end his bailies, and also to our beloved' . . . 
and to any of you conjunctly and severally, 
Sheriffs of the Sheriffdom of ... in that 
part specially constituted (we send) greeting ; and 
command and order you that without delay ye 
cause «wine to be justly given of the foresaid 
annual stipend to be levied as is foresaid to the 
foresaid Magistrates and Town Council of. In- 
verness for the time, and their successors in office 
in all time to come for the use and benefit of the 
«aid Mr Williajn Stewart upon his admission to 
the office of one of the ministers and of his suc- 
cessors in office, or to their certain attorn/ey, 
bearer of these presents, according to the form 
and tenor of the aforesaid charter which they 
have from us thereupon, under the above-written 
provisions, and that tWs ye in no way omit, for 
the doing of which to you and each of you con- 
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junclly and severally, our Sherififs of the sheriff- 
dom of ... in that part aforesaid, we com- 
mit power ; in testimony of which thing to this 
our probent charter we have commanded our 
great seal to be appended. Witnesses — Our very 
beloved Counsellors, Ijord James Murray of 
Philipshaugh, our Clerk of Archives and 
Registers ; Adam Co<'kbum of Ormistoun ; and 
our beloved Lord Charles Kerr, director of our 
Chancery. At our Palace of Newmarket, the 
4th dav of the month of October, the year of the 
Lord 1706, and fifth year of our reign. 

**Tliis is a true copy of tJie principal charter 
above set forth, registered in the Registers of 
Charters of the Chancery of our supreme Lonl 
the King, and from the same extxatrted, copied, 
and colhted word for word by me, Master John 
Russell, Junior, Clerk to the King's Signet, and 
depute of the honourable man, Robert Kerr, 
Ksquire, director of the said Cliancery, under thiH 
my subscription, 

"John Russell, Dep." 
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No. V. 

in the records we are presented with many sides 
of real human nature, ingenuously set down. Some 
matters, it may be confessed, are detailed, in 
language unnecessarily plain, oa well as unrefined, 
according to our more fastidious modem tastes. 
But it must be borne in mind that the times were 
rude, and grossness of language was character- 
istic of them, and aJso that the Kirk Session had 
to deal with things as they found them. It did 
dead with matters in a firm abJ thorough manner, 
not without a touch of ruthlessuess at times. Still, 
it was not void of bowels of compassion — ^rather 
the saying which has become familiar and hack- 
neyed to our ears, applied to the Kirk Session, 
had some point, for in truth it was "a terror to 
evil-doers and a praise to such as did well." 

In the present day the differences of form be- 
tween Episcopacy and Presbyterianisan are so 
pronounced that at first one is left in wonder as 
to how Elders could find a place in even the most 
subordinate Court of the Episcopate when in the 
ascendant after 1660. Episcopal writers en- 
deavour to explain the fact away in this fashion, 
that>— 

"Inasmuch as lay Elders were not sanctioned 
by the Scriptures or the primitive Church, but it 
was not less necessary that fit persons should 
assist the minister in repairing tlie fabric of the 
Church providing the Elements for the Holy Com- 
munion, collecting contributions for the poor, and 
such like services. ]£inisters should therefore 
make choice of wise and discreet persons within 
the parish for the performanoe of those duties, 
and present their names to the ordinary for his 
approbation." 

But the functions of Elders under the Episcopate 
included more than is stated above. They were 
censors of morals as weli, and whatever theory 
was formed regarding them then, in the High- 
lands at least, they were by no means restricted 
in practice from taking part in public worship : 
hence the assumption of Elders by the Episcopate 
must be regarded more as a measure of necessity 
or expediency rather than as one of Church polity. 
Civil and municipal laws were not then the com- 
plex machinery of to-<iay. Hence much more de- 
volved on the Church, and the functions of 
EMers were wide and far-reaching. Tliey dealt 
with morals, they took care of the poor, the aged, 
infirm ; the youth at school, the orphan, andf the 
foundling. In short, they controlled the whole 
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social economy. How, then, could Episcopacy 
dispense with such a body? They were far too 
important to be done away with, and therefore we 
find tdiem just as powerful under Episcopacy as 
under the strictest PresbyterianisnL 

The Kirk Session, wnateyer its faults and 
deficiencies, wan suited to the times, for it was 
undoubtedly a representatiye body. The names 
and designations of the Elders show that although 
not popularly elected as such electtions are now 
understood, yet the men were chosen with an eyi- 
dent desire that all clsusses of the community 
should haye due representation. The Elders, 
with the ministers, constituted the Kirk Session 
then as now. 

The admission and orddnadon of Elders under 
the Episconacy seems to haye been a compara- 
tiyely simple affair, a4> all eyents the records are 
brief, and suggest that the appointment was an 
easy matter. In one respect they were rather in 
adyance of the present day in the year 1688, for 
the reason giyen for the election of new Elders 
is "others being put off," ai proceeding which 
might be imitaited with beneficial results occa- 
sionally in these times. 

''26th liarch 1688. 

"That day Compeared Alexander Speediman, 
Joim GordonQ, John Mcintosh, younger, and 
Thomas Hossack, merts ; Dayid and Farquhar 
liiacleans, burgesses and indwellers in Inyemess, 
and now chosen and elected elders to the said 
Session, others being put of, and accordingly now 
solemnly sworn to be true and faithfull in their 
statione, and that nothing should be concealed 
be them that might bring Sin or Scandall one 
the place." 

"7th Oct., 1690. 

"That day Atexr. Duff off Drumoore, present 
baiUie, wes receayedl Elder, and wes solemnly 
sworn to be faithfull and' true as becam a nvan 
of yr function." 

"21«t October 1690. 

"That day Alexr. Stewart, Skipper; Rorie 
Macleod, William Hoome, Dayid Cuming, Thomas 
Ritchie wer chosen and sworn Elders to the 
Session." 

Under Presbyterianism full weight and 
solemnity were giyen to the proceedings, whidi 
are powerfully depicted at length in the minutes, 
and would seem to differ little from the forms 
of the present day. 

"15th Apryle 1707. 

"The Edict anent the Elders to be chosen re- 
turned, and the Officer called at the church door 
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three seall tdmes if yr was any objection, and yr 
waa nome. The names of such as were chosen 
are as follows: — 

"William Bailey, Comissiary; David Fraser, 
Baillie; Thomas Fraser, late Thesaurer; John 
Fnaiser, merchant; Will Maclean, Goldsmith; 
John Monro, writter; Mr David' Scot; David 
Holm, mert. ; David Angus, Glover ; John 
McGibban, Combmaker; Alexr. Mcintosh, 
Tobacco Twister. 

"After prayer, Sederont Mr Wm. Stewart, 
modr., Mr Ivobert Baillie, assessor, did officisut 
as clerk pro tempore, in Alexr. Bishop his ab- 
scence through indisposition. Old Elders are as 
follows : — 

"Baillie Jphn Mcintosh; Baillie Mr ADexr. 
ffraser; Baillie Robert Rose, Elder; The Laird 
of Ca^lehill ; Jam Dunbar, merchant ; Jam Tlioni- 
son, merchant ; John. Poison, Glover ; Jam Vans, 
Glover ; Jam Porteous, Tayler ; Wm. Fraser ; 
Don. Fraser, jr., Lockhart 

"Anent the ordination of Eldiers according to 
a former appointment anent this day, Mr Wm. 
Stewart preached Rom. 12 8. And after a dis- 
course suitable to the occasion, did Intimate to 
the Congregation the whole progress of the pur- 
pose choesing, nominating, and ordaining somo 
new Elders, and Idiat the edict of the names of 
the persons following being dtily served and re- 
turned endorsed, and no objection moved, the sd 
Mr Stuart did further propose that if there were 
yet any person who had anvthing to object they 
should do it before he should proceed to ordain 
sds persons after entered. And haveing made 
some little pause, yr was no objection, qr upon the 
sd Mr Stuart d^esired that these to be ordained 
Elders should draw near unto the pulpit in his 
view, qch accordingly they did, and haveing 
exhoitea them at great length unto faithfulness 
and diligence in the station of Elders, he signi- 
fied unto them that if any of them were not clear 
to aocept of the charge of ruleing elders they 
might sit down, for their consiences' were not 
to be imiposed on, and some time yr after he 
desired them to hold up their hands, which ac- 
cordingly they did. Dureing which time he take 
their engagements in the name of the Eternal God 
that^— 

"latly. They would be sworn enemies to sin, 
especially the sins of the place particularly such 
a« abounded mofit yr in such as uncleanness. 
swearing, drunkenness, profaneness, Sabbath- 
breaking. 

"2ndly, That they would own the Scriptures of 
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truth as the only rule of faith and mannien, to- 
gether wt. the C>Dnfes8ioii of faith of the preeent 
Established Church, and that they would be ready 
to subscribe it aa the Confession of yr faith 
when required. 

"3rdly. That that they would own and main- 
tain the true Protestant religious work of re- 
fonnation from popery and anti-christian errors 
as it is owned in thia National Church aa now 
by law Established and Specially ratified and con- 
firmed by a late act in the last'Session of ParUa- 
ment. and that they would support the same in 
doctrine and worship, discipline and goyem- 
ment. and that by the Grace of Qod and in the 
strength of the lird they would adliere yrto all 
the days of their lives. 

"4thJy, T^iat they would appear against 
Schism and Sei)aration from this National Church, 
and parlarlv the Schinm and division that is lately 
sprung up in tiiis place. 

"Sthly, That they would go about family wor- 
ship in their families, and be exemplary in their 
carriages an becomes the Qoepel of Christ, and in 
a word in the office- of Elders to suppress sin and 
encourage piety, and exercise discipline faith- 
fully and diligently, qcfa obligations and engage- 
ments being distinctly pronounced in the audience 
of the congregation. It was particularly proposed 
whether wie persons after mentioned were will- 
ing to come under them, and in theae terms did 
accept of the charge of Ruleing Elders in this 
church, wt. power to them to consult, vote, and 
determine in all the Judiaator\'s thereof as they 
shall be orderly and regularly called, whose names 
are as follows : — Commisaiy Will Baillie, David 
fifraser, present Baillie ; * Thos. Eraser, late 
Treasurer; Jo. ffraser, m^chant; Wm. McLean, 
Goldsmith ; Mr Day. Scott ; David Holm, 
mert. ; David Angus. Glover ; Jo McGovan, 
Corabmaker; Al. Mcintosh, Tobacco Twister; 
J. Munro, wrytter. 

"Thereafter the sd Mr Stuart did more par- 
ticularly from the 8cri[)tures exhort the above 
ordained Elders unto yr work and duty, and con- 
cluded the sermon wt. exhortations and directions 
to the people how to behave towards them, and' 
closed the work with prayer and singing of 
psalms. And now the whofe above named per- 
sons being piesent in Session, were welcomed in 
the usual manner unto the fellowship of discipline 
and government by the ministers and the old 
Eklers present." 

At the Session meetings about 1688 the open- 
ing formula was almost invariably the same. 
Session mett. The name of God being called 

5 
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upon, prooeeded." That being the key-note to 
their deliberations ; a serious view of their duties 
was sure to follow. The Session usually met on 
Tuesdays, after church service, when questions of 
finance, discipline, and business generally were 
disposed of. The occaHions on which this rule 
was interfered with were sufficiently rare to 
justify being noticed and the reason stated — 

"18 September (1688). 
''No Session by the reason of the Marcatt." 

*'Apprile 9th, 1689. 

"No Session by the reason the ICagistrates wer 
taken up and wuld not attend it." 

"26th November 1689. 

"No Session by reason the Magistrates wer 
taken up in matters vt concerned the town." 

"Tuesday lOtli. — >ro sermon nor Session, and 
that by reason the most pairt of the inliabitants 
went to Ohanry mercat." 

"6th June 1693. 

"Notwithstanding of the Sessions being ap- 
pointed to meet this day, Did not meet by reason 
the provost was not in health." 

The day of meetins; was permanently changed 
towards the end of 1&8. 

"13th of December 1698. 

"The Session thought ffitt and convenient to 
alter the weekly sermon from Tuesday to Thurs- 
day in respect tJiat the Tuesdays are the post 
and Court Dayes. This to be intimated next 
Lord's day." 
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Hie personal duties of Eiders in those remote 
times were very varied, and implied activity both 
of miDd and body. They were often most unplen- 
sant, for they included the functions of morai 
police; nevertheless, to their credit be it said, 
that every page of the Session book bears witness 
that they eDoeavoured to discharge their duties 
efficiently and conscientiouslv. Sometimes they 
nuuJe big mistakes. A whole world of tragedy 
lies in the background of the two following entries. 
The ruthless march of Justice in the first is 
quickly pulled up, and "hSercf tries to lay a veil 
over the wreck of a human soul. 



"22nd of October 1695. 

"It was ordered by the Session that intimation 
be made the next Lord's Day annent Hellen Leith, 
against whom yr was ane act of banishment a long 
time since, that if any of the inhabitants should 
either cohabit with ore Lodge the said Hellen, 
That thev shall be preceded agst. as scandlouse 
persones. 

"18th November. 

^The Session ordered Alexander Bishop, clerk, 
to give fourteen shilling Scots weeklie for the 
maintinence of Helen lieith, who of late hes becom 
Demented, and withaU in a sterving condition.'* 

A general idea of the onerous and very precise 
nature of the duties devolving upon the individual 
members of Session may be gathered from the 
following minutes, which are selected with a due 
regard to their brevity : — 

*7th off August. 

"The members above prest., considering the 
several abuses committed by the inhabitants in 
carrying home watter one the Iiord*s Dav, did pass 
ane act yt iff any should be found so doeing any 
tym hersafter should be chairged as scandolous 
personal, and to this effect ordained the officers 
ai town and church to watch yr motione, and 
to imprison them, and ther to remain wh^ll they 
be brought to the Session, and examined as 
breakers of the Sabbath day qrupon act.*' 



"June the 3rd, 1690. 

"That day the Session ordained yt a pairt of yr 
number should goe and speake to Oolonell Lessue 
anent the severall abuses comited be his soul- 
diers, and> yt especially of the sin of uncleanness, 
and intreat his concturence for suppressing this 
sin, and to this effect the said Session ordained 
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the Provost, Moderatour, and Baillie Ross to 
speake to the said Colonell tipon the point." 

"12 October 1690. 

"Isobell Ross is delayed till Davidi Stewart, one 
of the £lders and oyra who wer appointed Ses- 
sionaly to attttid her when she wes in her pangs, 
to gett a true account of the fayr of her childe, 
in respect the man who she gives to be fayr to it 
is att London." 

"June 3, 1707. 

"Some complaints being made by the members 
of Session anent bi^each of Sabbath for remedy 
thereof, the Session apr>oint that these Elders 
who collect at the Church dbor on the Lord's 
day shall go about the Church and through the 
streets in the time of pubiick worsliip. forenoon and 
afternoon, to observe and delate Rucn as are guilty 
of profaneing that day, and also tl at they goe 
through the streets betwixt five and six after- 
noon from the beginning of March to the end of 
September, and do what in them lyes for prevent- 
ing of disorders upon the Lord's day." 

"20 off November 1688. 



"The said day it was delated yt yr was some 
people in Culloden. who made it a practice to 
gather mussells on the Lord's Days. The Church 
officers were ordained to chairge to the Session 
the Elders att Culloden that they give informa- 
tion of the persones who were <niiltie of this fact, 
that they may be proceeded against as breakers 
of the Sabbath day. As also it was ordained that 
it should be intimated out of pulpit that if any 
should he found guiltie of such scandlouse anrl 
sinfull act, that thev be proceeded against as 
breakers of the Tx)rd^s day qrupon act." 

"21st Mav 1689. 

"The moat of the business was to settle collec- 
tors for uplifting the collection appointed and 
read the Last Lord's day for the use of the French 
and Irish protestants. And to this effect or- 
dained and appointed John Cuthbert, Thomas 
Hossack, James Mcintosh, and William Keilach, 
merchants, and Alexander Stuart, Skipper and 
burges of Inverness to goe the next Lord's Day 
in the after noone to the severall doores of the 
Old Church and receave the good will and Charity 
of the inhabitants." 

"10th ffebry, 1691. 

"The Session findevng to be pestured with 
stranger servants, did ordaine the under sd. to 
goe search all the houses in the town and see if ther 
be any to be found who have not their testificat, 
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and such as have not are to be proceeded affst 
according to act of Session. The persones unio 
are appointed for this effect are John Hattmaker 
and Alexr. Monro for the Church Street ; Robert 
Innes and James Covy, for the Ea«t Street ; 
Hector and Angus Mackijitoshes, for the Castell 
Street; William McBean and George Vans, for 
the Bridge Street and the oyr syd of the watter.*' 

"20 September 1692. 

"The Act of Privie Counsell annent the main- 
taining of town and parisli beggares, expelling of 
stranger beggares, was read in face of Session, 
and to the effect the same may be the better put 
into execution they appointed the under men- 
tioned Elders to seardi the town for stranger 
beggares, and the sds person to make yr reportt 
again the next Session day (viz.) William Hoome 
and Donald Deas, for the Church Street for the 
back syd of the town ; Robert Roee, younger, and 
John McCra, Alexander Mackav " and James 
Robertson, for the Eaet Street; lliomas McKan- 
nire and Hector McKlntoeh, for the Castell Street ; 
George Vans and William McBean, for the Bridge 
Street; Donald Forbes and John McKintosh, 
younger, for the oyr syd of the watter. 

"The Session ordered that after the said act 
of Counsell was intimated that the names of such 
em were appointed for putting the eamen in execu- 
tion may be read also, and that such beggares as 
belongs to the town k Parish shall have the 
town's badge. 

"16th October 1692. 

"The intimation anent Strangers beggers wes in- 
timated, and all the town and parish befrTers wes 
ordered to com in tuesday next receive yr bages." 

"18th October 1692. 

"Tlie Session being taken up whollv with 
giving out of the pores bages, referre<{ delin- 
quents till the next Sederant.' 

"8th Aprile 1695. 

"The said day the Seesion of the said burgh, 
being informed of severalls who in tym of Devyn 
Service went to the tavern houses, and ther 
drank to excess, Did pass act tihat who ever of 
the retailers of ale or any oyr strong liijuors shall 
be found to retale either of tha forsd liquors in 
tym of Devyn Service, That thfey shall be liable 
to Kirk Censour, besides ovr punishment that 
may be inflicted upon them by the Civill Magis- 
trate. As also it is hereby intimated to the up- 
lifters of the Collectiones each Saibbath day, that 
four of them, viz., two in the forenoone aiid two 
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k& ye aftarnoone, with two oi the borrow officers, 
go through the town and tavern houses, and if 
they finde any either extravaging ore Drinking 
one the Sabbath in tym of ifevyn Service that 
they be delyvered to the said officers and com- 
mitted by them to prison till they be brought to 
Session or Condigne punishment, qr upon Act. 

"lOth Mav 1697. 

The Session ordered that ther should be ane 
intimtn. made from pulpit the next Lord's day. 
That if ther be any found to extra vag through 
the streets in tvm of Devyn Service, whether 
childrein, that t}ie parents of such childrein ore 
masters of such servants shall be comptable for 
them and censured accordingly, as also to request 
the constablee oareful and diligent to discharge 
the trust put into their hands." 

"8th June 1701. 

"Hie Session haveing considered the many 
grievances nuuie by the Elders annent sevetralls 
who doe Extravag^on the Sabbath day, particu- 
larly servants and childrein, did recommend to 
the Moderatour that he intimat to masters of 
families that they restrict their chiildrein and 
servants, or oyr wayes they be proceeded agst 
as breakers of the Sabbath. 

Perhaps one of the most objectionable of the 
Kirk Session's functions, and one common under 
Episcopacy and Presbyterianism, was the power 
it possessed of punisning delinquents by fine, 
such penalties going into a fund administered at 
the will of the Session. While it is not apparent 
that this appropriation of the money did to any 
extent prejudice the cases adjudicated upon, yet 
suspicions might not have been altogether unwar- 
ranted under the circumstances. The members of 
Session were mdoiubtedly stem and uncompro- 
mising when dealing with the frailties of unre- 
generate human nature, or the phases of it that 
came before them ; but they were rarely harsh, 
still more raiely unjust, towards repentant sin- 
ners, while to the needy, the sick, sjid the un- 
fortunate they were uniformly kind and com- 
passionate. 

The Session never nesorted to that mean and 
well-known device of these latter days of saying 
to their petitioners, "We hav« no funds." ' On 
the contrary, if the object were worthy they al- 
most invariably grantied the petitioner's desire, 
and then when the question arose of where the 
money w«s to come from, they, with undeviating 
faith in their treasurers, ordered them to "think 
<m a fund for paying of the samen," or to "|al] 
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upon a methode** of doing so, and should the 
treasurers' thinking powers prove, as sometimes 
happened, to be unequal to the task, they still 
ordered the amount to be paid and a bill drawn 
on the tireasurers, **by way of friendly borrowing 
of samen/' In fact, their faith in one of their 
treasurers extended to his wife. 

"May 4th, 1690. 

"Withall the Session ordained me^ Alexr. 
Bisliop, wrytter hereof, to go to James McLean, 
baillie, and hospitall theeaurer, ore to his spouse, 
and to get notioe if they hade ane hundreth merks 
of ready money to be distributed amongst several! 
poor per>ple in this place, and to sive a r^ort of 
same again the next Session day.' 

Thus it is seen that the Session was eminently 
benevolent. Further, its sympathies knew no 
geographical bounds. Even Aberdonians were 
Dot excluded from its tenckr consideration. Our 
£astem neighbours then (how much earlier is not 
known) were exploiting the HighlAnd Capital, no 
doubt with the saone energy and push wnich h«8 
since so distinguished them. In tne two immedi- 
ate cases the Aberdonians died in Inverness with- 
out the means of burying themselves, and the 
Kirk Session, with that ohariity which thinketh no 
evil, had compassion on thetn. 

"30 d October (1688). 

"The said yr was a bill Drawn on Donald Qrant, 
thesaurer, for giveing a poor woman yt cam from 
Aberdone here Al dyed for four eln linen to be 
her winding sheet." 

"18th November. 

"Tlie said day ther was three merk given to a 
poor man com from Aberdone to buy a coffin for 
his deceast spouse." 

A poor townsman always excited their charit- 
able regard, but the Sessions chanty was not 
strained. IBetween James More, prisoner in the 
Tolbooth, who got two merks "to the two ob- 
jects of charity vt were piladsed at Urquhart, 
who ^ot twenty shilling Scots,' there were vary- 
ing degrees of necessity, but tihe following? is 
perhaps unique, and would appeal to the sympathy 
of sterner stuff than the Session : — 

*7th November 1700. 

"Ther was a petition given in be Donald 
Chisholm, salmon ndier, qrin he craves yr charity 
for the maintainance of three childrein brought 
forth to him by his wiffe at one birth. The 
Session ordered this day's collection to him, whyll 
they fall upon some oyr fund." 
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It was not nntisual to divert Uie collections to 
objects such as the following : — 

"25 October. 

"The Golection given to a sonldier wounded at 
Lochaber." 

There is evidence that on occasion the charity 
was given with due regard to the susceptibilities 
of the recipients. 

"15A/1708. 

Two poor gentlewomen two pounds scots." 

"18 Januarie 1711. 

"Th^re wa« twelve pounds Scotts reserved, 
which the minister appointed to give to some 
indigent familiee whom they thought not fitt to 
name in publick." 

Neverthelt'ss, upon occasion the Session could 
be firm and decisive, too — 

"12th Janry. 1699. 

"Its orderd that non gett any charity but such 
as doe frequent the ordinances." 

In ad(iition to such caeiwl chaiity as the fore- 
going, collections, exclusive of the ordinary 
wei»kly and bi-wcikly ones, which were divided 
between the poor and the reparation fund, were 
made with great frequency, for, including otlier 
objects, such as the relief of French Protestants, 
German ditto, Irish Protestant-s, for destitute 
stiiangeirs, and for the children of destitute 
strangers ; for slaves in Turkey, for losses by fire 
at various places in Scotland, including Leit^ and 
Edinburgh ; ior losses sustained bv the depreda- 
tions of the Highland Army, and lor losses occa- 
sioned by the French privateers; wliile the beg- 
gars and the indigent poor of town and parish were 
also dealt with, as already indicated, by the same 
means systematically, and, on the whole, sympa- 
theticailly. 

"8th August 1698. 

"The Session haveing oonmdered the condition 
of the poor inhabitants in this hard and strick 



tymea of ffamins, ordered that a Ivn be given 
the minister the next Lord*s day intimating a 
general contribution to be made for them iai both 
churches Sabbath day com eight days.** 

Apart from these, a^n, collections were made 
by order of the Privy Council for such purposes 
as the Bridge of Bervie, Cullen Harbour, Eye- 
mouth Harbour, and smiilar works of public 
utility. To all genuine appeals Inverness Kirk 
Session gave a ready response. Altogether, the 
virtue of Cluistian charity was fairly understood 
and acted upon by the Session, and the community 
tloongh it 
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In general financial matters the Session had a 
sharp eye for details, and they scanned narrowly 
all questiuns of income and expenditure. They 
were careful to see that they got full value for 
their money, but in spite of all their business 
aptitude, they occasionally suffered los-ses. 

••29th June 1701. 

"The Session taking to ther serious considera- 
tion the disadvantages that they sustain by delay- 
ing the fitting aca»mpts. with the respective the- 
sauriis, oivlered t!iat in tym comeing tlicy titt yr 
acconipts once a year." 

"27th of June 1703. 

"Tlie Session considering that there is much 
trouble in uplifting of the penalties, for prevent- 
ing whereof doe ap{>oint That the man snail pay 
the penaltie for both himself and the woman, 
and this but prejudice of pursueing the woman 
for both in caise the nvin be not able, and in 
caice that neither be able to pay the ordinaiy 
penaltie, that address be made to the Magistrates 
that thev be cort>oralIy punished according to 
law." 

"June 24th, 1707. 

"The book containing an account of the 
penaltys resting to the JSession was delivered to 
Mr Davidf Scott, formerly chosen Collector of 
the penaltys, and it was recommended to the 
ministers, with the said Mr David, to apply to 
the Magistiates that they might interpose their 
authority for obtaining paytt. of ys penaltys 
which are resting anent James ffraser, an offender 
with Mary Fraser, who was detained eight days 
in prison* because he had nothing to pay his 
penalty. Jameti Vans reported that the Magis- 
trates for his furyr punisnment ordered them to 
be scourged, which was accordingly done in ter- 
rorem.'* 

"28 May 1705. 

"In reference to the forty pounds Scotts, the 
Session being tender of takeing any oathes upon 
that head. Thought fitt by ther wott to pass from 
it altogether, and appoints that matters be better 
looked to in time comeing, And that thev count 
frequentty, or at least once a year, with the The- 
saurer." 

When the Session could not get money from de- 
linquents, it was not above taking poynds or 
pledges. 
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'flEebry 10th, 1708. 

'Janet McLean being cited, called, compeared, 
and was ordered to appear next Lord's day in 
order to be absolved, in case Mr Baillie were satis- 
fied upon her Examination some days preceding 
the sd day of her compearance, a» also that the 
poyndfl given in here by her were not relieved 
within a fonrnight (the which poynds were given 
in pledge of the peiialty, qch She was oblicged t^) 

Eay), then and in that case were to be comprysed 
y any two or three judiciious men, and payed in 
to David Angus, penalty treasurer." 

"24th flfebruaiy 1708. 

"Margaret Ross, party to Evan McLean servi- 
tor to Oaptn. Cameron, her pledges are ordered 
to be first oflfered to herself upon pavtt of her 
fyne, the ach if she did not relieve, the same is 
ordered to oe sold also and tlie money payed unto 
David Angus." 

All round, it must be granted, they looked 
pretty sharply after their monies. But tney were 
equally anxious about the spiritual concerns of 
the town and parish. Aft^r the decease aixl the 
demission of the ministers appointed before the 
end of the 17th century, they are found continu- 
ally appealing to the Presbvtery to send ministers 
to supply the pulpit ; while for the Gaelic por- 
tion of the community they always employed an 
"Irish reader." The poor man seems to have 
had rather a hard time of it. 

"May 31, 1697. 

"That day Donald Gillmor, Irish Reader, sup- 
plicated the Session ffor payt. of qt is Due to 
him by them ffor his bygone selary and affond for 
the future." 

"5th of JuUy 1697. 

"The Session taking to yr consideration the pre- 
sent necessity off Donald Gillmor, Irish Reader, 
and considering themselves to be much indebted 
to hi-m for services done, hav ordained Aleio'. 
Stewart, thesaurer, to give him for his present 
supply fourtie three pound one shilling ten pen- 
nies Scotts, and that in part of payt. untill ther 
be a ffond fallen one to clear all qt is resting to 
thesd DonaM." 

"13th of June 1699. 

"Severall persones that have petitiones from 
the Session as Mr Thomas Jaffray, Master of the 
Gramore Scheie, and Donald Gillmor, reader in 
the new Kirk for ther service to the Church, hade 
ther conditions represented to the Session, and 
that severall yeares were unpaid and themselves 
in some straits, and the Session considering that 
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ther was no present founds for supplying of them, 
tho hospitall Thesaurer being exhausted and some 
oyr indigent persones craving supplies, and that 
ther wer severall yearee both of the hospitall 
and Church thesaurie for which they reserve col-. 
lectioQs to accompt, and if after clearing of 
accompts were found to be due by in the hand« 
of the said CoUectures, That the samen be em- 
ployed for the payt. and relieflf of the foresaid 
persones, observmg always the Declared purpose 
and will of the Donor of the hospitall' money, 
and not swerving therefrom in the distribution 
of anything that concerns the said hospitall.** 

••23 of May 1703. 

"The iSession thinks fitt to appoint that he that 
Catechises the Irish people snail have two shil- 
lings Scotts out of every buriall, also much out 
of everie baptism, and four shilling Scotts out 
of each marriage, and that by and atour. the 
clerk and officer's dues, and that this act be ex- 
tended againe the next dytt. 

"Donald GiUmore gott ane whyte plaid at the 
pryse of eight merks in part of payment of his 
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No. vin. 

It is gratifying that there is no trace in the 
Kirk Session proceedings of Witchcraft in any 
form. ITie nearest to it is a case of effigy-making 
at the Bught. 

"6th May (1691) 

**The name of Grod' being called upon, proceeded. 
That day ther was ane effiijie of a childe brought 
from the Bught, made of clay, with the shapes of 
a liveing childe. 

"The Session ordkined all the persones of the 
Bught and Kinmylies to be summoned to the 
Session the next Session day to clear themselves 
by oath of this base and un-Christian work.'* 

"16 of June 1691. 
"The said day the persones who wer ordained 
to be citted the last Session day annent the clay 
effigie compeared. The saids persones being seri- 
ously exhorted by the moilerator to be ingeniouso 
and not to conceal the maker of it, knoweing any 
that had a hand in it to be void of the fear off 
God, and to this effei^'t all of tliem were sworn to 
tell the truth — ^Andrew McKilleain, Mnrie ffraser, 
Janet ffraser, William McAlister, Dcmald Gow, 
Margaretnine Warran, Donald MaKiilebie, Alexr. 
ffraser. Christian McLean, Joan Schieviz, Anna 
McKillican, Christian McRabbie, Marie McMur- 
dow, John McFarquhar, Alexr. Glassach, Kathrin 
McLean, Hendrie Davidson, Alexr. ffraser, Cliris- 
tian Clerk. All these persones being sworn and 
interrogate, Denyed they knew any that hade a 
hand in making of that clay effigie any manner of 
way. Wherefor the Session, knowing no oyr way 
for devulgeing of this base and' heathinish action, 
did receave it for a time till God of his infinit 
power wes pleased to finde it out, qch was heartily 
prayed by the moderatour." 

By this time it must be borne in on the reader 
that the Kirk Session did nothing by halves; 
ever^'thing it didi was stamped with thoroughness, 
and when it grappled with the temperance ques- 
tion, which gave trouble then as well as now, 
it did so in a way that left no doubt as to its 
intentions or sincerity. The following extraordin- 
ary method of reforming a parishioner, if not suc- 
cessful, was at least deserving of a radical cure, 
and the most ardlent tempierance reformer of 
modem times could scarcely wish for anything 
more drastic — 

"6th May 1691. 

That day John Clerk, weaver, was sharply 
reproved by the Moderatour for his debaucht car- 



^^':'-^\^'' 



Inverness Kirk Session Records. 45 



riage, and after being reproved as aforesaid, did 
inact himself under pain of being imprisond in 
the valt of tlie bridge, tlver to remain for eight 
days, and fed upon bear bread and water : if any 
should see him either delwuclit himself by swear- 
ing ore Drinkine, and to this effect lies empuw<ered 
me, Alexr. Bishop, to subt for because he can- 
not wrytt." 

"The valt of the bridge'" here referred to was a 
cell measuring 12 feet square, built in the solid 
pait of the tliiiM arch near the town side of the 
bridge, ihere is a tradition, supposed now not 
to be well foundeii, that a man was eaten by rats 
in it some time before the collapse of the struc- 
ture in the first part of the 19th century. Under 
the most favourable circumstanoee it wias a most 
gloomy retreat ; the darkness is said to have been 
intense, except for a feeble slimmer of light from 
a small grating looking up tlie river. 

It is an interesting fact that the bridge was built 
partly by the voluntary contributioiw of the Scot- 
tish people. collectedJ through the Kirk Sessions 
by order of the Privy Council, in accordance with 
the custom of the time«. Inverness itself often 
contributed to similar works throughout the king- 
dom. 

It is observed that in regard to baptism, in 
cases involving Church discipline, parents were 
most anxious to conciliate tlie Kirk Session, al- 
though reluctant to satisfy the discipline, and in 
order to get the children liiaptised, delinquents re- 
sorted to courses imjjlying some S(»rt of friendly 
negotiation between themselves and one or more 
members of Session — the convenience of a quiet 
and not unfriemlly meeting of Session can be 
understood. The Session as a whole, however, 
strongly resented any partiality of this kind, and 
therefore found it necessary to pass the follow- 
ing Act: — 

'17th June 1696. 

**That day it was inacted that no childe shall 
be baptised without a sessional order, and failling 
of a Session, that five of the Elders be present 
at writing of the order qrupon act." 

Here is a peculiar case relating to an un- 
baptised child : — 

"March 30th, 1690. 

"After sermon, the Session met ancnt a childe 
yt was found buried at the shore off Mooretown. 
The fayr of the childe compeared and confessed yt 
he buried the childe and yt because it dyed un- 
baptised, and to this effect brought in two wit- 
nesses yt saw the childe bom and dy, and helped 
to burie it in the said plaoe.*' 
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"10 Sept. 1695. 

"John Bain owned the holding up the child of 
Roderick McKenzie to be baptised as his own. 
The tSesdon having maturelie considered the mat- 
ter, have referred iiim to the Presbyterie'* ae being 
too serious a matter for them to deal with. 

Contracts of marriage could only be made under 
due supervision and responsible eaiutioners. 

•*28th AprUe 1691. 

"The said day the Session revived ane Act made 
prohibiting ther clerk to booke ore Contract any 
person qt somever within the parish without 
parties wer present and sufficient Cautioners 
hade within the toun ore parish that both parties 
shall perform the bonds of marriadge within fourty 
days after the date of ther contract qrupon act." 

Clandestine marriages were always viewed with 
strong disfavour by the Session, who claimed 
from the Magistrates of Inverness part of tlie fines 
exacted for them. The Magistrates, on their 
part, were always profuse witii promises to give 
the Kirk Session*s claims their most favourable 
consideration, but so far as appears from the 
records of the time they retained the fines. The 
law on the point at the time wa« uncertain, as 
it was not till a much later period that the- Civil 
Courts decided that Kirk Sessions were entitled 
to shai-e in sfuch fines. The law generally affect- 
ing clandestine marriages appears, however, to 
have been very severe, and includied the punish- 
ment of the contracting parties, the celebrator, 
and the witnesses. One law for the rich and 
another for the poor was literally true here, but 
the application wae inverted in this case, the poor 
man having much the best of it. Both rich and 
poor were subject to imprisonment and fine, but 
the poor man ^ot off with only 100 merks, while 
others, accordmg to their gradations in rank, 
paid up to £10(X) Scots. In the immediate cose 
the Kirk Session were more lenient than severe 
in demanding the punishment of the celebrator 
only. 

"10th ffebry 1696. 

"The Session earnestly entreated that the 
Magistrates should cause cease the person of Mr 
Charles Ritchie for his marrieing of scandolous 
persons withut the decent order of proclamtn., 
and that they wer ane act of parliament for pro- 
ceeding against any minr who did marrie such as 
hade not a testimonie of yr Civil Deportment, 
Qch the Magistrates promised to doe.*' 

The oustodv of the hand-bell and the mort 
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doth was matter of Mrious conBideration between 
the Session and the Town Council. The question 
was the subject of much weighty debate between 
five prominent Elders and the Provost and Magis- 
trates, who, being deputed to confer on the mat- 
ter, could only agree in differing. 

"7th of October 1703. 

**The Session haveing considered the overtowrs 
of James Dunbar anent the hand-bell and the mort- 
cloathes, did appoint Culloden, Castlehill, Kin- 
mylies, and Qeorjje Duncan, and ane other here- 
tour to wait upon the Provest and tlie rest of 
the Magistrates and) confer anent the accomodat- 
ing of the said affair, and bring a report the next 
Sessicm day." 

It appears to have been the practice, even in 
Presb^-terian times, to lay corpses in the Session- 
house. 

"Tuesday, 27 Aprile. 

"Ordered by an unanimous consent of the Ses- 
sion that henceforth the Kirk officers have out of 
every corpse that shall be laid in the Session - 
house half a dollar for yr attendance upon the sd 
corpses and friends therein concerned.'* 

Maikets were a great feature of the olden timoH. 
They were resort Sd to from far and near, and 
when being held, the Ecclesiastical machinery of 
the district was suspended for the time. 

"Tuesday, 10th June 1690. 

"No Sermon nor Session and that by reason 
the most palrt of the inhabitants went to Chanry 
mercat." 

"June 27tb, 1708. 

"No Session by reason the members were for 
the most part at markets." 

It may be gathered from this that to the in- 
itiated the means of getting about were not quite 
so inadequate as travellers From the South usually 
described. In further confiniiation of this sur- 
mise, it is recalled that during the long time 
the pulpit of the Second Charge of Inverness was 
vacant, ministers from almost every parish in 
Scotland preached in Inverness. The peripatetic 
movements of the reverend gentlemen were rather 
surprising, and in the absence of anything to in- 
dicate tliat they suffered inconvenience or hard- 
ship in travel, ft is possible that locomotion must 
have been made comparatively easy for them ; at 
all events, there is nothing to indicate that they 
endured physical fatigue, except such as was in- 
duced bv travail of Uie spirit. 
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No. IX. 

Somo curious items of miacellaneoas informa- 
tion are found throughout the pages of the Session 
proceedings — some things not generally known, 
or perhaps known, but forgotten. 

It is said in a legendary sort of way now-a-days 
that Inverness had a direct trade with tlie Con- 
tinent in the 17th century, and this is borne 
out in more than an odd entry. The case of 
Donald Sligoe, an Inverness seaman, dcUited to 
the Kirk Session was deferred, "he having gone 
a voyage to Danzick," which was regarded as 
quite a common thing by the Session, for they 
passed from the matter without remark ; never- 
theless, it may be remarked in passing, that Sligoe 
was dealt with on his return, and put the Session 
in good humour by his humility and readiness to 
give them all satisfaction. Probably his foreign 
travel enabled him to look upon the matter phil- 
osophically. Again, a Dutch seaman belonging 
to the French Nero, lying within the pier and 
shore of Inverness, so captivated Elspet Paplea 
by his blandishments, that she was "delated for a 
scandallous deportment upon the Sabbath day." 

Towards the end of the 17th century, Scotsmen 
shed their blood freely in Flanders, and there is 
ample evidence that Inverness men fought and 
died there, as well as that they served in the 
King's fleet. If in the sphere of morality tliey 
wci'o not stainless, there is some reason to be 
proud that they went furth the Kingdom and took 
their part in the glorious work of empire build- 
ing. 

The interesting fact that The Mackintosh's 
chaplain preached in the High Church, October 
7th, 1688, is mentioned. He must have created 
a favourable impression on the Session Clerk, for 
on a subsequent occasion his office is magnified to 
that of "Chaplain to the Lord Mlntosh." 

"William ffraser, Pyper to the Lord Lovat," 
payed four pounds S<!ots ot a penalty for doing 
what he ought not to have done— a thing which 
it is not necessary to further particularise. 

From the conspicuous nature of their duties, 
of which some traces are found below, the Kirk 
officers are judged to have been important func- 
tionaries. With their coats of oflicc enhancing 
their dignity, they must have been as imposing as 
any Bumble. Curiously, the officers did not deeply 
regret if their duties caused them to lose the 
spiritual benefits of an occasional sermon. In a 
quiet way they contrived to fu.<w about so a« to 
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miss the serinoiui, but an^ idea they may have 
formed of evading the service or dissembling was 
rudely dispelled. The watchful eye of the Session 
quicldy brought them to book, see the under- 
mentioned Acts referring to them and their 
duties — 

"25 August 1695. 

"It was enacted that one of the Kirk officers 
should attend the new Kirk in the aftemoone 
under pain of deprivatione.'* 

'*9th Febv. 1702. 

"The elders haveing represented to the Session 
the Church officers did not frequent the ordinance 
in due time, and the reason why they 
say that they were detained by those 
who give up the lists of the sick in 
respect that they wer not in due tym to adver- 
tise them, and that some of them doe not come 
to them whill after t*ie first prayer : all qch the 
Session considering off did appoint intimation to 
be made Sabbath day next to all sick in the burgh 
and parish to give up the names of the sick to 
the officers betwixt the third and last call." 



»» 



"May 20th, 1707. 

The officers represented the great toyl and 
labour they are put to by citeing delinquents, and 
that they get nothing for their pains, qch being 
considered and reasoned by the Session, appoint 
with consent of the Magistrates that for every 
citation within the town and territorv the officer 
should have a penny, and every ot^ier citation 
shall be two pense over and above their present 
casuality." 

"2nd off March 1697. 

"The Kirk officers to get eight pound Scotts 
for buying their coats, the same being due be 
the Session to them yearly.*' 

It was dangerous to one's peace of mind to keep 
stranger servants in domicile, but just as bad to 
have a stranger child in the house. 

"24th Feb. 1696. 

"Delated John McGormick, in Culloden, for 
nurseing a childe and will not give account to 
whom it belongs. The Session caused order to 
charge him to the next Session." 

"14th April 1696. 

"John McQormick, at Oulloden, was citted and 
did not compear. Duncan fforbes of Oalloden (his 
nuLster) promised to send him to the next Session , 
and till that tym wes delayed." 

7 
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McGormick was one of the few who sncoefls- 
fully eluded the Session's care. 

Even to give a lift to a woman on the road was 
not always safe. 

"19th August 1707. 

"John McDonald was delated for' canying a 
woman wt. childe, viz., Agnes Bain, out of the 
town. Tlie officer is appointed to cite the t»\ 
John McDonald, hirer, to the next Session, 29th 
in.stant." 

Fast Days and Court Days were on Tuesdays. 
The week-day service in church was a regular 
institution. R^^ferences show that soldiers occu- 
pied the Citadel in 1694, as well as that they were 
quartered on the inhabitants in the burgh. Dun- 
can Mackenzie, a "drummer in ttie Citidale,'* was 
delated t-o the Sessitm. 

Guisers were looked upon with disfavour. 

"12th day of Janry. 1702. 

"Compeared Robert Rioch, Donald Monro, 
Hugh Grantt, Norman McLeo<l, and James fifraser, 
violer, and acknowledged that thev went in dis- 
guise. All of them were sharply rebuked, and ap- 
pointed to compear the next Sabbath and make 
public satisfaction." 

Lords of Justiciary are mentioned as holdingj 
their meeting at Inverness in 1709. The Ix)rds 
gave a guinea for the benefit of the poor. 

There was preaching' at Loch -End, June 3. 
1707, when an attemj>t was made to institute a 
regular Sunday service. 

Incidentally it is mentioned that an Inverness 
man wjis killed at the battle of Killieorankie ; one 
of many, no doubt. 

Some of the Inverness vennels were causewayed 
early in the 18th century. 

"November 2nd, 1708. 

"Moved bv James Dunbar, Kirk Tbesaurer, 
that the vennal at the ba^k of Mr Hector McKen- 
zie's hoi'se be caulsd for the better acconmiodation 
of the inhabitants of t^jwn and parioch.'* 

Nearly all the local and district place-names are 
mentioned, but generally under the unedifyin^ 
auspices of a delinquency or scandal. The Bught. 
Kinmylies, and the "green of Moortoun'* come into 
some prominence. Kingsmiln, the Milnburn, 
Drakies, Culloden, Oulduthel, Dochfour, Aber- 
arder, Abriachan, are thus introduced. Urquhart 
and Strathspey, as has been seen, are hinted at 
as the scenes of evil deeds. 
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Clianonry waJ» the seat of a great market. 

The Lamp of Learning burned in remote Cro- 
marty, and Invemejis was not above going there 
in those days for its master of the "Grajnore 
Schole." Indeed, learning and the Arts were not 
neglected, as might be expected in the turmoil of 
changing dynasties an<l other confliL-t*. Inverness 
hiwl a MusiV School in 1690, a>s well as a Grammar 
School, widch existed in 1689, probably earlier. 
ITie Inverness "Gramore Schole" continued to do 
good work until, by a new set of circum.>tanceB, 
it was merged in the Inverness Royal Academy. 

Rewards were not always commensurate with 
merit then more than now, as witness — 

"9th Feby. 1702. 

"llier WHS a pet'n given in bv Mr Thomaa 
.1 affray, master of the Gramor Scholf, qrin he 
craves the Session of six years selarie duely 
resting him. viz., twenty pounds Scotts yearly, 
Qch the Sessicm considering off, did appoint Cul- 
loden. Kinmylies, Castlehill, Drumore. Dunbar, 
and Greorge Duncan, ffive of these to h\^ a quorum, 
to m< ett and to consider of ffontl fnr clearing Mr 
Jaffray and William Neilson*s bill, and that upon 
Munday next, being the 16th of the currant 
m<meth." 

The town frequently borrowed money from tl)e 
Kirk Session. 

"28th April 1702. 

"Tliat day it was requyred by the Magistrates 
that the hospitall thesaurer (viz.) GJeorge 
Duncan, should give a receipt of the soumnes qch 
the town was resting to the Session in respect 
the accompts was already (*a$te, and all that was 
owing was accumolat in one soume. The Session 
takeintr the thing to their consideration, delayed 
their answer untill the next Session dav.** 

Not many of the authorities of the time bore 
Highland names. Tlie Town-Clerk was an excep- 
tion. 

"Mr Cliarles Mcliean, Town Clerk, his petitione 
being read, qrin he creaved paytt for work done 
bv him to the Session." 

» 

TTie Session sometimes jfot inconvenient pre- 
sents. 

"13th March 1694. 

'That day there was ane infant belonging to 
John Schaw who was sent to Flanders as a soul- 
dier, presented before the Session, qdi infant was 
recommended to George Ross, Kirk oflBcer, for 
maintenance, and ordered Alexr. Macka^, 
thesaurer of tlie poores portiones, to give the said 



52 Inverness Kirk Session Records. 



George Ross seiren shiUings Scotts a week for 
muintaining the sd childe.' 

DeserviDg students were encouraged by the Ses- 
sion. 

**30 January 1701. 

"That day ther was a recommenda'n in favoures 
of George Brodie, a poor boy sent by the Presbi- 
tery, qrin they desyr a contribu'n to be made 
for him in respect he resolves to goe to the Col- 
ledge, qch the Session took to ther consideration 
whill ther next meeting." 

"Nov. 30th, 1708. 

"The Moderatour presented an Act of Synod for 
choising Mr George Brodie to be yr burser in 
attending the profession, and knowing him to be 
a town's chiid and of good character, did recom- 
mend him. The Session appointed, him 20 Lbs. 
Scots for the year, and a bill to be drawn on 
James Thomson by way of friendly borrowing of 
the samen.'* 

There wa« no hospital in Inverness for the 
alleviation or cure of disease two hundred years 
ago. Doctors did practice in the town, and occa- 
sionally "there waa a man for the time in the place 
who had skilP' in special diseases. Sufferers are 
found supplicating the Se«sic>u for means to pay 
the fees. In one case a man is "resolved to ^o to 
London to use means for recovering his sight, 
and beeged the Session to order some money to 
him to help him on his way/* which was done. 

While touching on ailments it may be mentioned 
tliat a form of innuenza, called "defiuction in his 
head and eves,*' so troubled one of the minis- 
ters that the Sacrament had to be postponed 
from 14th September till 12th October 1707. 

It is not stated what were the peculiar mental 
or physical characteristics of young Inverness 
which necessitated the attendance of a doctor (i.e., 
assistant) at the (Grammar School, but the pro- 
{)osal wa« a startling one, and the cause of much 
cogitation. 

"June 6, 1708. 

"Mr Rob. Thomson, mr. of the Grammar School, 
presented a petition qrin he required and held out 
the necessity of a doctor to his aid and assistance 
in furthering the youth under his charge in yr 
educ'n and learning. The Session continues the 
same till next meeting, meantime desires t^at the 
Modr., two Bailies Roses, Prett, and any other 
Ma>;jistrates wt. whom they may have occasion 
to meett, confer yr anent. and give in yr thoughts 
next Session day." 

The obligations of the Kirk Session were not 
confined to mere parochial matters. 
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"By order of the Privie Council, Fasts 
were held for National calamities, such as : 
(29/6/90) The sines abounding the Land, 
and withall for the good success of King 
William in Ireland. (4/1/1691) For the 
King's good success in Ireland both by sea and 
land. (13/1/95) For the removal of Queen Marie 
from this to Eternity. (18/9/96) By reason of 
the famine that abounds in the Land.. (23/5/97) 
For the judgment threatened by a foreign invasion 
from flfrance upon this land. (1/4/1708) Anent 
the plague and pestilence raging now in Danzich 
and Pole." 

The birth of tiie old Pretender is thus chroni- 
cled : — 

"June 24th, 1688. 

"A sermon intimated to be on Thursday, 28th 
instant, being a thankisgiving for her maties safe 
Deliverie of a young pnnce of Walles." 

"Thanksgiving sermons were also preached. 
(5/5/1689) For our safe delyverie from the 
IKiwer and tirranie of the papists. (10/8/90) 
For tlie Victorie obtained be King Wil- 
liam in Ireland. (22/11/91) For the Kings 
safe aryvall to Londone and his g(>od 
success at Ireland. (19/6/92) For the good suc- 
cess of the inglesh fleet agst the fPrench. (6/11/92) 
For the King's safe aryvall from flanders, and 
the emanent danger he escapt yrin. (26/11/99) 
For the seasonableness of the harvest and in- 
gathering of the comes. (3/6/1708) For the de- 
liverance of this nation from the power of the 
ffrench, who came to our CSoasts upon design to 
invade us, but by the power of Almighty were 
returned in great confusion and considerable 
damnadge. (^6/8/1708) For the late Victorie ob- 
tained by her maties armys under the command 
of Captn. Genii. Marlborough over the ffrench 
at Audinard in Flanders." 
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No. X. 

The Kirk Sessions of olden times are often 
misjudged from a wrong conception of what their 
powers were. They did not make the immorality 
laws then more tnan our Magistrates do now, 
but weie simply charged with certain duties in 
connection with their administration. The laws 
themselves reflected the standard of ideas current 
among the clergy more than any other section of 
the people, and it is an unpleasant tradition that 
they were always inclined to be leajst pitiful' in 
their application. Presumably all round the 
dispositions of the members of our Kirk Sessions 
were no better and no worse than is found among 
the judges of the very subordinate Courts of 
to-day, although no doubt the finer sensibilities 
were blunted in both judges and delinquents by 
the coarser methods of punishment sanctioned 
and practised in the ruder civilisation of 200 
years ago. Nevertheless, according to their 
lights considerable discrimination waa observed 
in the manner of dealing with delinquents. There 
waa a refinement of cruelty in the varying de^[rees 
of severity. Simple imprisonment, impnson- 
ment with bare bread and water, imprisonment 
with bread- and water alternately, ^nd so on 
through all the different kinds of punishment 
which could be inflicted. 

On going through the records one is forced to 
the conclusion that there was remarkably little 
general wickedness among the people. The vigil- 
ance and oversight contiiuially exercis*od by the 
Elders is a strong presumption that it could not 
exist without coming under their notice. Even 
the delations for wlutt the Session euphoniously 
and comprehensiyely called the sin of uncleanness 
are comparatively few amone so Isf ge a popula- 
tion, and, on tne whole, the cases are rather 
commonplace. Usually the delinquents con- 
fessed with a manner more callous than repentant, 
but the more wily sinners knew better, for the 
Session laid great stress upon outward and visible 
signs of repentance, and dealt strictly with what 
mef considered hardened cases. 

"10th May 1697. 

"Compeared Marie McOowll, who stood her 
seyerall Lords Dayes in face of Congregation, 
but the Session seeing the sd Marie not to be 
weighted enough ffor ner sin, appointed Qeorge 
Duncan, David Stewart, and James Thomson, 
Eklen, to deall effeetnally with her, to «ee 
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whether or not she may be brought to sense off 
her sin and guilt, and to niako a report again the 
next Session day." 

"May 31. 1697. 

"Compeared Marie McCowll, but the Session 
find<^ing her still hardened in her nin, and no 
wayes any sense of it, recommended her to the 
personefl 'who wer appointed to converse with 
her annent her state aii<1 condition, an*) the per- 
sones appointed to this effect were exhorted to 
be serious with her in setting furth the danger 
of her sin, and the punishment due for it if un- 
repented." 

"22nd off June 1697. 

"Marie McCowell was called and not com- 
peared. The persones who were appointed to 
speak to her, .tames Tliomson, George Duncan, 
and David Stewart, being required to give their 
report aiment her, reported that they could not 
mett with her. They were again requeste<l to call 
for her, and bnng her to the minr's Chamber be- 
tween the hours of eight and nine in the morn- 
ing." 

In contrast to this, when there was clear 
and evident signs of remorse, the Session was 
disposed to be tender and gentle. 






'August 12, 1707. 

It wae represented that William Martine was 
oome a long Journey from the Isle of Sky on 
purpose to satisfie the discipline in this place, 
and that without any citation he was voluntarly 
attending, qrui)on t'he oflScer being ordered to 
call him, he compeared and Judicially acknow- 
ledged his guilt, and being seriously exhorted to 
humble himself before the I»rd, was appointed 
to converse wt. Mr BaiDie in order to brin^r him 
to a further sense of his sin. He discovered his 
inclination to give satisfaction as soon as pos- 
sible, beofiuse of some pressing aifairs which 
called him home. He is entered to give satisfac- 
tion next Lords day, and is referred to the minrs 
to shorten the days of his public appearance as 
they shall find &im penitent, considering his 
submission, great joumev. and pressing affairs 
which call him home, l^e Magistrates did fine 
him in nine pounds Siod a merk, to be paid to 
Mr David Scot, treasurer, or in his absence to 
James Vans." 

"19th August 1707. 

"Willi«m Cumming. Mertt in Edr., haveing 
about seven years ago fallen into sin, did with- 
out citation compear before the Session and ac- 
knowledge his sin, and wt. humble submission 
and tears did beg pardon for it, entreating sym- 
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pathy in regaitl his affairs did call him into Eng- 
land, and begged leave to go to that kingdom, 
oyrwise it would be greatly to hie prejudice : 
wherefore being removed, the Sesfiion did reason 
at length upon this case, and afterwards came 
to this conclusion, that he should get liberty to 
go into England about his affairs, and' in regard 
that he gave very much satisfaction to them by 
his humble acknowledgement, and that he is now 
married and hath a family, and these six years 
past hath behaved very soberly, without offense, 
and that in regard it is more than five years 
since this scandal was notticed in this place, and 
that it might break the young man's credit if it 
shouLd be brought to piiblic there, and that a 
late Act of Assembly imports yt after five years 
it ought not to be revived again, and considerinjr 
that the thing \g dead here in a great measure, au'l 
that the great, end of discipline is gained in re- 
claiming the young man, who apnears to be 
under a deep concern about it. Therefore, they 
thought fitt to delay his appearance in publick, 
but withall appointed that it be intimated to 
him that the Session will keep this over his 
head, and in case that ever he should be guilfv 
of any unsuteabte behaviour, that then this will 
be minded to him, and that thev are resolved to 
keep a watchful eye over him for his good. In 
the mean (time) his penalty is referrwi to the 
Ifagistratee. which he being called, was intimated 
to him." 

Occasionally a case of rough justice crops up, 
sucli as that of Anna McOillmichael, who was de- 
lated for a scandalous carriage with a souldier in 
Oapt. lilackenzie's Company. The said souldier 
did declare upon oath yt he was no manner of 
way guiltie, lykways the said Anna declared the 
sanve. However, the Session being informed of 
a srandlous carriadge in the woman, did ordain 
her to compear next Lords day in Sack-cloath. 

Donald MoSim confessed his fall, "and was com- 
mitted t^o prison til! he find caution to satisfy 
church discipline and* pay his fine." After six 
weeks in prison, 

"The ISession haveing interrogate the said 
Donald what methode ho intended to use for pay- 
ing of his penaltie, replyed that he knew no way 
for cleftiring of the" samen without he wer sett 
at Liberty, whereby he might by his industrie 
pay the fiame, did grant him a month to clear the 
half of his penalty, qch is ten merks Scotts.' 



»» 



"1 



18th September. 

'That day Donald Bain, alias McSimin, payed 
ten merks to Donald Grant in pairt of payt. of 
his penaltie, qch is 20 merks." 
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Breaches of promise of marriage were not nn- 
known, but they were not to be lightly indulged 
in. 

"Compeared Isobell Squair, being matrimoni- 
ally contracted with Alexr, Gillraor, who denyed 
to marrie the said Alexr., notwithstanding tney 
were three severaJl liords (days) proclaimed with- 
out any intermptione ; orfor the said Isobell was 
ordained to prison whyll f^e pays the penaltie 
contained in the register off contracts/ 



ft 



"8 off July. 

"Christian Ross, in the King's miln, payed to 
breach of promise of mairiage two pound sixteen 
shilling." 

Matrimonial disputes also were better kept out 
of the Session's view. 

"19 November 1689. 

"The said dajr compeared Alexr. Beasac, who 
was cited for his base and unchristian carriadge 
with his maiTied wife. Both compeared, and 
beiii:: I'nlvtnl of the sd Alexr. why lie dealt so 
cruelly with his wife, answered that his wiffe did 
most unchiistianally fall upon him by byting him 
and scratching him, haveing severall tymee swore 
to doe him ane- ill turn. The Session haveing 
found both of them to be wrong an^I unchristian, 
did ordaine them to compear the next Lords 
Day before the pulpit, ana yr to stand in tym 
of sermon, qn sennon is over to be rebuked' for 
their misoarriadges and unchristian living." 

"10th Deer. 1689. 

**The Hnid day Jolin Grigor, Wright, presente<i 
a complaint agiiinst IClspet Anderson, his spouse, 
wherein he says that his said wiffe most unnatur- 
ally and unchristianally left him in the moneth 
of August l8u«t, and went after the souldiers in 
Lord licvein's regiment, as also the said John 
complained that his said spouse severall times beat 
and abused him, and porticullarlv that she was in 
company with two or three souldiers in the said 
regiment, and the said John being come qr she 
was about twelv off the clock, desyring her to 
com home and give him his dinner, without as 
much as one word spoken to her, raise up and 
stroke him with a ]>oint stope in the head, and 
then a little after cast a ston at him, qh drew 
blood of him. 

"The Session haveing heard the said complaint 
read, did referr the royot to the Magintrates, being 
nothing of the Session's concern to med<lle in 
the Civill I^w. Both pairties were referred to 
the next Session dav. only did ordain the said 

8 
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John Grigor to bring in such witnesses as he 
says warn priyie to her debaucht and soandloose 
cariadge/ 



ti 



"December 17th, 1789. 

''Compeared John Grigor, Wright, and Elspet 
Anderson, his spouse. The said John produced 
the witnesses ^ch, as he Bays7 wa« privie to her 
scandloufe cariadge, consisting of five, viz. : — 
James Anderson, Weaver; Donald Tailore, 
Weaver ; Thomas Mansone, Weaver ; Donald 
fibraaer, Smith; and John ffraser, fayr-in-law to 
the sd Elspet. The Mbderatour haveing sworn 
the said witnesses, did call the firsti inrold here, 
viz. : — J^ames Anderson was enquyred qt he knew 
of tihe sds Elspet Anderson her cariadge with hvr 
husband and souldiers, Declared yt he had 
nothing to say to her Determent, but that it was 
a generall report tihat she went after the soul- 
diers. 

''Donald Tailore called and confest as aforsaid ; 
Thomas Mansone call'd and confest as aforsaid ; 
DonnJd Eraser, Smith, declaired that the said 
Elspet one a certain night was in Hector M'Intosh 
house in Castell Street, and that he saw her tbere 
witih a souldier in a close room, yt could desern 
no cariadge in them that caused a suspition, either 
in him or any that wafi in his company, only 
that they frec^uently drank to one ane other. John 
Eraser, fayr-m-law, Confess'd and declain-d the 
same. 

*'The Session referr'd the said Elspet wbyll they 
be bcter informed of her scandlouse deport^ment, 
in the meantym they were both Ordained and 
Exhorted be the Moderatour to behave in tym to 
com as becometh man and wiffe to doe." 
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No. XL 

The undernoted Act regarding the uon-acoept- 
anoe of cautioners does not seeni to have worked 
satisfactorily, for shortly afterwards it is found 
that cautioners are being accepted, and the prac- 
tice continued for a long time, notwithstanding 
many threats to the contrary. 

But persons who became surety for their friends 
that they would satisfy the Church discipline had 
good grounds for weighing well their responsi- 
bilities before undertaking such friendly offices as 
the sequel shows. 

"26th March 1689. 

"Its in act that from the diate of ther putts that 
no cautioner shall be accepted for any delin- 
quent." 

And agiiin — 

"Ei>acted by unanimous consent that henceforth 
there be no letters of excuse or caution sustamcd 
for any delinquent by eyr magistrate or minister 
in so far as concerns their fjme wt certificn. ; 
whoever receives the same and pleads for the de- 
linquent shall be obliged to pay the fyne im- 
posed by the magistrate upon demand." 

"February 18th, 1692. 

"James Hendrie citted and not compeared ; 
her fayr, who was surety, was sent for, and or- 
dained to prison whyll she compear before the 
Session.*' 

"30th December 1707. 

"Donald ICcAndrew Bain, father to the said 
John, became caur [cautioner] for his son's 
}>enalty, but in regard that the said Donald 
McAndrcw Bain was formerly caur for one Dun- 
can Tailzier at the Loch End in the soume of 
nine pounds and a merk, which, with his sons 
penalty, amounts to nineteen pounds hnlf-a-merk. 
and in regard the Session w^e sensible of his 
former shifting of them, they represented the 
matter to Baillie Robert Rose, younger, who 
ordered the ad McAndrew Bain unto Jayle until 
he should either pay the said nineteen pound and 
a merk or give good security yrfor wt. in the 
town of Inverness, such as DavidI Angus, the 
penoJtv treasurer, can answer for, unto the Ses- 
sion." 

The Session seems not to have spared them- 
selves in anvthins;, least of all in such oases as 
referred to the paternity of the children of women 
delinquents charged before them. And what a 
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terrible scent they had for an erring bailie or 
other prouiiueiit citizen fallen awaj from grace, 
as Bailie Alexr. Rose and Donald McMarquess, 
Irish reader, knew to their cost. 

*'2nd Muxrh 1907. 

"Compeared Isobell Ross, daughter to Qeorge 
Roas, Kirk officer, the td Isobell Ross haveing 
stood two severall i^ord's days in face of congre- 
gation and adherin to none ^se to be fayr to ner 
childe, the sd Jaiuee Robertson, servitor to James 
Keiloch, who for the tym is a seaman in the 
King's fleet, the Session ordered her to compeitr 
the next Lord's day in the ordinary place 
of delinquients and be received, but with this cau- 
tion : That if it please God to return the sd James, 
whom she alc<lgos to be fayr of her childe, ana 
that if he doe not acknowledge his guilt with her, 
that she be obliged to finde out ane oyr fayr to 
the sd childe." 

In connection with certain discipline cases where 
paternity was denied, the Session sometimes had 
much anxiety and trouble. The culprits having 
appeared before the Session and being confronted 
and the statements of each party having been 
heard in great detail, they were seriously urged, 
entreated, and exhorted to make an "ingeniouse 
confession to repentance and give the glory to 
God." The climax of warnings end exhortation 
being reached, sind the ekKers and ministers hav- 
ing spoken privately to the delinquents without 
avail, the parties were again summoned to the 
Session, when the man was furnished with a copy 
of the oath of purgation. He was then again 
warned to consiaer well of what he was doing, 
end if he still persisted in a denial after an in- 
terval for reflection, he was or<lered to ap])ear in 
face of the congregation, the woman being also 
required to attend with the child. Meanwhile, 
if the Session had reasonable doubt-s of the in 
nocence of tlie suspected person charged, and if 
it appeared to the members that the administra- 
tion of the oath of purgation would not remove 
the scandia], the Session might, and frequently 
did, refuse to administer it, in which case the 
person suspected had ultimately to satisfy the 
discipline or live in the odium of Ohurch censure. 
a state so intolerable that few dared to brave it 
out. If, however, the Session had an open mind 
as to the guilt or innocence of the accused', he 
was brought before the congregation after the 
foregoing preliminaries, and, standing beside the 
woman, with the child in her arms, in face of the 
whole diurch assembled, the man ][daced his one 
hand on the child's head, and with the other 
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itretched up towaixk heaven he took Uie following 
oath : — 

"I, Donald McDonald, now under process be- 
fore the Session of Inverness for the sin of adul- 
terv alledged to be committed by me with Eliza- 
betli McGregor, Slander being* Repute as one 
^Ity of tliat sin. I, for ending the said process 
and giveing satujiaction to all good people, doe 
declare before God and tliis Congregation that I 
am innocent and free of the said, sin, and Hereby 
call the Great God, the Judger and Avenger of 
all falsehfKxl. to bo Witness and Jud^e against me 
in tliis matter if I be guUty, and that I doe by 
takeing His Blessed Name in my mouth and swear- 
ing by Him who is tlie Great Judge. Punisher, 
and Avengor, as said is, and that In tne sincerity 
of my heart, according to the truth of the matter 
and mvn own conscience, as I shall answer to 
God in the last and great dav when I shall stand 
before Him to answer for all that I doe in the 
flesh, and a^ I would partake of his glory in 
Heaven when this life is at an end." 

Tlie degrading punishment of standing on the 
Cook-stool was frequently resorted! to. At one 
time the Cock-stool was erected near the High- 
land Kirk, at another period it is mentioned as 
at the Cross, and at a later date as being within 
the Highland Kirk. The first mention of the 
Cock-stool in the Kirk-Session minutee 



"19th December 1693. 

"The Session findeing the town to be pestered 
with so many lous and debaucht persons, erected 
a Cock-stool to be built near the Highlana Church 
for punishing of these who will not be admonished 
to forsake their uncleanness and scandalous de- 
portments, and to the effect that the same be the 
more speedily gou about, ordered that John Bishop, 
Carpenter, should be colled and employed to the 
building of it forthwith." 

The new Cock-stool was got ready in due time, 
and delinquents put to stajwl on it. There is a 
suggestive complacency about the en^ recording 
that among the first of them was Hector Ard, 
executioner. 

"21flt May 1694. 

"Compeared Janet TuUoch, who acknowledged 
her being with one Duncan McKenzie, a drum- 
mer in the Citadel, upon Sabbath day, wes eight 
dajs under his plaide, and that she was with the 
said Duncan the most part of the Sabbath, and 
that she was not in church all that day. 

"The Seesion being sufficiently informed of her 
scandlous deportment formerly, and now of her 
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breach of Sabbath, ordered that fibe be brought 
immediately to the Cock-«tool, and ther to stand 
for ane half-hour, and thereafter to be imprisoned 
till she iindc bale to compeiir next Lord's day in 
Sacloath befor the pulpit all the tym of Devyn 
service, and ther be rebuked for breach of Sab- 
bath." 

The Cock-stool seems to have been so well pat- 
ronised that in a few years it became necessary to 
pass the Act which follows : — 






*27th January 1708. 

'Overture made anent erecting of a Cock-stool 
for the punishment of delinquents, viz. — Such who 
are guilty of Confusion or giveing two fayrs to 
one childe, or a relapse, unless ther rei>entance be 
more remarkable, yea and all whom the Ses.sion 
shall think fitt to referr to the Magistrate to be 
put there for punishment and terrour." 

A case in which an offender was sentenced t-o 
stand in Sackcloth has already been quoted. It 
was a common form of punishment. Tliere are 
very many cases througnout the records. The 
most drastic of all, however, was the revolting 
punishment inflicted by whipping at the Cross, 
from which the despairing wail of the helpless 
and suffering sinner must often have gone up to 
heaven for the mercy denied here. The ghosts of 
such unfortunate waifs might well groan over the 
ceremonial restoration of the Cross the other 
day. 

"29th of July 1690. 

"That Aiy Compeared Barbara Gray. Margaret 
ffraser, and Kathrin Sutherland, three scandlouse 
and Debaught persones. The Ses-sion being 
sufficiently informed of yr base deportments by 
severall of the inhabitants, and particullarly by 
yr own confessiones, the Magistrates did ordain 
them to be Delyvered in the handbi of the hang- 
man, and to id brought be him through tlie 
streets, and then scourged and banished from this, 
never to be seen here under pain of being more 
severely used qnipon act. Withall, the Moder- 
atour ordained yt it should (be) intimated from 
pulpit the next liord's day that none of the in- 
habitants should give lodging to either of these 
under pain of Church Censour. besyd qt danger 
they may sustain by the Civil Magistrate.*' 

"6th April 1692. 

"That day Compeared Katherin Fraser. The 
Session fin<fing her to be a base and vile persone 
in her life and conversation, referred her (to tlie 
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Civil Magistrate), wlio ordaiiiicxl her to be cari-ied 
to prison, and immediately the Session disolved 
to be brought to the CVose and whypt by the hands 
of the hangman, and banJHlicd from toun and 
parish, with rertihcatn. if she Bhall be seen here 
agsiin that she shall be strictly dealt with qrupon 
act." 

•17 July 1701. 

"Compeared John Eraser, being found Sabbath 
night last in iLake<l bed. as is siiid, with El<^)et 
ffraser. seryetrix to John I»ckhartw The woman 
also comj^eared, and being both of them interogatt, 
denyd any guilt, only uie woman acknowledged' 
that she went to the room wher ffraser lay to seek 
the candLe», that he drew her to the bedsyd 
where he lay, but did not move. The SefieioD 
haveing (X)nBidered the matter, remitted- both to 
the Magistrates for corporal puniAhment." 

"ffebry 10, 1708. 

"Anne lilair was fyned by Baillie ll<jbert Rose, 
Kkler, in tlie soume of nine pounds thirteen shill 
four pennies Scots, wt. certincn. if she payed not 
the sd fyiKA imposed aganst the next Session day. 
the sd Baillie ordered her to be whept and bauished 
the place." 

"I/achlan Mcintosh formerly referred to the 
Preebitery for censure, and Be«'ing he wunts 
money, as is preten«l<e<l, for the paving of the 
thirtio pounds Scots imposed upon him by the 
Magistrates, and of qch if he makes not paytt to 
the penalty treasurer is referred to the Magistrates 
for corporal punishment.'* 

The Session beyond doubt was always quick 
to punish the grosser forms of immoralitv where 
reasonable presumption of guilt was establislied, 
and it was not slow to punish where there was 
only a weibk presumption of guilt, and even when 
no proof existed. It reversed such proverbs as 
"Two's company, three's none," and in other re* 
spects it had just that touch of rutlilessness which 
came of conscious and arbitrary power. Where it 
could not inflict punishment it gave good advice 
in form of rebuke and serious exhortation. 

"23 Apprik 1689. 

"The forementioned John Simson confeit that 
he had made a pair of shoes for the said* Margaret 
Qreen, and that the said Margaret brought him 
to Alexr. h«y, his house, to gett payment for 
bis work, and that they only drank four ore five 
chapines of ale when they were apprehended by 
the guard about twelv of tbe cloak at night, 
lykways tbe said Mlargeret being examined, con- 
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fest u said is. Tbe Session finding the sds pairtiM 
to be out of their houses that tym of night and 
none found in ther company but themselves both, 
thougli nothing proven against them, yet being 
sufficiently informed of themselves that it was 
seandiouse to such persones as they wer to be 
found together, Did ordain that both should 
stand the next Lord's day befor the pulpit, and yr 
so stand all the tym of devyn service and qn ser- 
mon ended, that both be reproved publicldy be- 
fore the Congregation." 

"3rd oft December 1689. 

"Elspet Grant, servitiix to Andrew Jacknone, 
cumpeared, being enquyred at for her seandiouse 
deportment with a souldier quartei«d in the said 
Andrew Jacksone's house, but was free to give 
her oath that she had nothing doe with the said 
souldier, but in fair generalls the Session having 
found out nothing to her determent, was seriously 
exhorted to have a sx^ecial care that she behave 
herself Discreetly and Christianlv, and hoping 
that this mi^ht be a means to help her to do it, did 
dismiss her. 

"28th of AprUe 1691. 

"Agnes ffraser, Servitrix to Widow McPhaille, 
who was citted for her Seandiouse Deportment 
with one Beasand, a souldier, Compeared, but 
confest nothing, but the Session having a preg- 
nant presumption of her carriage, ordered hier to 
prison till they were better ijiformed of her 
deportment." 

"20th of November 1694. 

"Compeai*ed John Tailyour, who coufe??sed tliat 
he was severall tymes in bed with Margaret 
ffraser, who lodges in his house, but was willing 
to depone that he never had carnall dealing with 
her. The Session iindeing the said John to be 
ane old poor man, about the age of 74 or 75, 
rebuked and seriously exhorted him with this 
certification if he should be found to cohabit with 
the sd Iffiargaret that he should be brought to 
public oenseur." 

"8th March 1703. 

"William Miller, being interogatt annent the 
knowing of his wiffe befor marriage, denyed the 
same and that he has no suspicion of his wiffe. 
The Session recommended^ to David Stewart, 
James Thomson, and Donald Fraser to speak to 
the midwiffe annent the clulde whither it be a 
seven months* childe or if it be come to the right 
time, and that they bring their report again the 
next Session day." 
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"2501 March 1703. 

"The persons appointed to speake to the Mid- 
wifife annent William Miller's wiffe, report that 
her judgment was that the child wanted of the 
full time, but in respect that the Session could 
make nothing of it, Therfor absolved him." 

Here is a singular case both as regards the crime 
and punishment — 

"Aprile 15th. 1690. 

"The said da^ delated Alezr. Monro, Creamer, 
wiio was maiTMd the thretty day of December 
last, 1689, with Marie ffraser, and now the said 
Marie beinff Lying in Childe bed, notwithstand- 
ing that the said Alexr. Monro Did solemnly 
swt»ar before Mr Oilbert Marshall and two of ve 
chlers yt he was free of his said wife before the 
deat 01 yr marriage, was charged to appear this 
day to give an account qther ore not he is fayr 
to the sfud childe. 

"Alt'xr. Monro compeared and confessed to be 
father to the childe. The Session findeing the 
baid Alexr, Monro guiltie of perjurie. Did first 
ordain him to pay liis penaltie, qch was eight 
pound Scotts, and withall to stand three several! 
liord's dia}'s at the CSiurch Door yt opens to the 
West, beinK the most conspicouse place, and yr 
to stand whyll the people goe to Church with a 
paper one his breast wrytten in Capital Letters 
beclair his guilt, and till all this he performed 
he is ordained to prison whyll he find heal as 
said is." 

"22nd Apprile. 

"Marie McCurrich Compeared and^ was comitted 
to prison, and the Cliuix^ officers to bring her 
after Session to the hangman in order to be 
banished from the town and parishen with cer- 
tifict*n iff she shall be seen here That she shall be 
scourged and banished from town and parishen.*' 

It will be reailily understood that delinquents 
did not foibmit tamely to the Session's disdmine. 

For four years the Session harried young Fraser 
of Culduthel, and it was only after all manner of 
procrastination had been practised and exhausted 
that it fiinally compelled him to submit to the 
discipline. 

"16th Febry. 1692. 

"Also delated Alexr. firaser. younger of Cull- 
dithell, for keeping a woman in his house and, 
as it is reported, is with childe to him, qrfor wes 
ordained to be citted again ye next day. 

"6th January 1696. 
"Alexr. Fraser, younger of Culldithell, was 
citted from pulpit to compear the morrow be two 

9 
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of the clock in the aftemoone to the Seaaion tinder 
pain of being remitted to the Presbiterie.'* 

"Alexr. Braaer, jouueet of Culldithell, wes 
yesterday oaird from pulpit, meanwhyll did not 
compear, only sent a letter to one of the Elders 
wherein he promised faithfully to come the Lord*s 
day to church and give the Session and Congre- 
gation all the satisf^ion imaginable. The letter 
the Session haveing taken to yr serious considera- 
tion, delayed him with this certific'n, if he did not 
that furthwith he should be remitted to the Pres^ 
biterie, as also the Session ordered me writter 
hereof to go to the said Alexr. Fraser of Culldithell 
that he com to the minister's lodgings wliereby 
he may converse with him in presence of two or 
three of the Elders." 

* 12th Januarv 1696. 

"Compeared Alexr. Fraser of Culldithell and 
was shareply rebuked and exhorted, and was 
afterwards ordered to wait the Session the mor- 
row." 

13 Janry. 1696. 

"Compeared Alexr. ffraaer of Culldithell, have- 
ing yesterday appeared in face of the Congrega- 
tion, the Session finding the said Alexr. to be sla 
to the outward appearance sufficiently remorse for 
his fall, voted that his rebuke yesterday and ex- 
hortation should serve for his aosolvitor." 

"John Grant being charged pro Strs for his 
fornication with Elspet Dow and not appeared, is 
holden contumacious. Ordered that James Vans 
speak to Collonel Grant annent the sd John, which 
the sd James afterwards did, and reoeived this 
answer from the Collonel, that he would oblige 
the sd John to give punctual attendanae and 
obedience, otherwise he wouldl cause tye him neck 
and heal and send him to be Sessions prisoner." 



"15th November 1703. 

"The Session takeing to consideration that ther 
is difficulties in getting delinquents to appear 
befor the congregation, such as officers of the 
Army, gentlemen of the Country at a consider- 
able distance, papists, and oyrs of note, as also 
•ell scandalls lying over some fourtaine yearn, 
some of twelve, some of ton, of which sealls mar- 
ried. Therefor the Session referr this aJffaJr to 
the Presbitry for advyoe." 

'7th November 1700. 

"The Session appointed two of their number, 
vis., David Stewart and James Porteous, and see 
whither or not Marjorie Ross, liveing bewest the 
watter, be in health in respect she {H'etends not 
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to be in health poTtii-uUarly, that day the Session 
ineett. and to brin^ a report Vroff next Session 
day." 

"3(Hh May 1710. 

"Elspet Mdrillivray dela>ted with 

Alexr. Orant, who went to Flandjers with lieut. 
Ouininyng. tlie Maj^istiate did order her to pri«m 
till she find l»alo to fiutisfv discipline.** 
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No. xn. 

Numerous devices were resorted to in order to 
postpone and if possible to evade altogether tiie 
evil day of reckoning; but veiy seldom succesa- 
fuUy. 

One form of evasion was for delinquents to pre- 
tend that they (.H>uld onl^ speak and understand 
thoroughly in the Oaielic language, by which 
means uiey were enabled to put in their repentance 
in the Gaelic Church instead of in the High 
(JWurcli^ wiiich entailed greater publicity. 
Another way was to get under the protection of 
some influential heritor or burgher until things 
quietened down. But almost invariably the zeal 
of the Sessiiun broke out, and resulted in acts 
which put temporising out of the question. 

'10th fifebry. 1706. 

"Enacted by unanimous consent of the Session that 
none of anv rank or degree qt somever after the 
date hereof who falls being found to have Eng- 
lish shall be allowed to stand in order to their 
giveing satisfaction in the new Kirk, where Irish 
oidy is taught, but that they shall be hereby 
obliged to give all punctual attendanc^e and due 
obedience to the minister who preaches English 
in the High Kirk, ay, and until the sd minister 
report his being satisified' wt. the signs of remorse 
and repentance in the delinquent or delinquents. 

"There was a letter sent to the Session be Mr 
David Poison of Kinmylies annent Marjorie 
Walker, who for the time is nurseing a childe to 
the said Mr David, qrin he oblidges himself to pre- 
sent the said Marjorie Walker when it please 
God she is done with nurseing the childe." 

"25th May 1696. 

"Yr was a letter read in face of Session, sent 
be Comissary Baillie annent Marjorie McQueen, 
his nurse^ qrin he oblidges himself to present 
the sd Marjorie and pay her penalties when it 

E lease God she has done with her fostering, qch 
etter the Session having considered off, Did 
Acquess yrto." 

"17th Feby. 1708. 

"Evan McLean, according to Captn. Cameron's 
promise, was sent in to give obedience to ^e 
discipline. The sd Evan b^ng interrogate anent 
his guilt, acknowled>^ed the same, m was re- 
buked for his sin and exhorted to repentance. His 
fine was required, to qeb he aiuswered tiiat he hod 
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no money for tlie time. The MasiBtrates present 
ordered that he should make •all possible haste 
10 pay the same, to which he replied that lie had 
taken on to be a souklier, thinking to mitigate 
the fyne and the discipline, qch expression of his 
was taken as an aggravation of his former guilt. 
The Magistrates forthwith ordered the sd Evan 
to be brought by tlie burrow officers at the sight 
of David Angus to Baillie Mcintosh, and in case 
the sd Baillie was not fully persuaded and c<»n- 
vinced that the said Evan should return to his 
master's service upon the baillie's report of not 
going or returning, tihe said cheers were appointed 
to secure him untiil Captain Cameron, his master, 
were acquainted.*' 

"March 23rd, 1708. 

"Evan McLean being called, was by reason of 
ye present clamour of an invasion excused and 
delayed a little longer." 

"3rd January 1693. 

"Tlie officers were ordered to seize the person of 
John Cuthbert and imprison him till he find caur. 
satisfie Kirk discipline." 

"12Ui March 1693. 

*'John Cuthbert, shoemaker, haa taken to be a 
souMier, qrfor the iSession Clerk to vpeak to 
his Captain, to witt Hunter, that he oblige him 
to satisfy Church discipline." 

Sufficient has been said to indicate the nature 
of the more serious of the offences with which the 
Kirk iScHsiou dealt and the punishments meted 
out unstintedly for such offenoe«, but many others 
were dealt witii, such as Sabbath -breaking, swear- 
ing, ftc. A fairlv good idea of them is got from 
the quoted oases below, and tlie Immorally Over- 
ture with which the contribution concludes con- 
veys a fair conception of the aims and objects of 
the Kirk Session and its arduous struggles to keep 
the private and public life of Inverness pure and 
undefiled. 

'7th July 1695. 

"Compeared Anna Miller, and was sharply re- 
buked for her untendemess of oath, and was seri- 
ously exhorted to be warrie in tyme to come.** 

"30th September 1695. 

"Compeared Anna Mackenzie and Elspet ffraeer, 
servants t^ Alexr. Moncrieff, who were delated 
the last i:Jeesion day for abuse of Sabbath in drink- 
ing in tvm of Devyn Service with souldiers. Botli 
acknowledged that they did not drink untiil five 
of the clock at night,* but bcinff -confronted by 
some of the Elders who saw them in Lachlan 
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MoIntoRh, Ills house, Could not goe a|;ainst it. 
In the meantime the Setision being sensible of yr 
abusing the Sabbatii and Shunning the ordinances, 
have ordered both to compear the next- Lord's 
day befor the congregation and ther make ac- 
knowledgement of scandall by their remorse." 

"16th Dec. 1695. 

"Archibald McDonald compeared, and seemed 
to have a remorse for his abuse of Sabbatii, and 
did faithfully promise that through the help of 
God he should never be found in the Lvk errour 
again. The Session ordered that he and wi€e 
should give their testificat again tiie next meet- 
ing." 

"7th Julr 

xirchibald MackDonald has gone to the high- 
lands, and is referred why 11 he com home." 

"24th June 1710. 

"A letter from the Kirk Session of Tarbat read, 
informing that the befor named fishers appeared 
befor their Session and confessed tliat they losed 
upon Sabbath morning from Wilkhaven and 
sailed to Meikle TarroU, and from that to Inver- 
ness in May or June last, but refused to give satis- 
faction. They being called, compearod, and 
being interogatt thereanent, declared that they 
were straitened for want of victuals, and that tJiey 
had lived four or five days uix»n fish only, and did 
offer money for bread there, but could not have it, 
as also that they were not safe at that place as 
the wind did then blow. They are ordered to 
return, and Mr Win. Stewart is to writte with 
them to the minr. to know what tnith wa.s in 
what they alleadgeci." 

"14th Febv. 1710. 

'The Magistrates having fined two persons for 
cursing twentie shill. Scotts, it was ordered to be 
given to Mungo Campbell, a poor, blind) suppli- 
cant." 

"10 Feby. 1696. 

"Delated John Schiviz(' on the green of Moore> 
town for drinking of Acqua vitie with ane high- 
land man to that quantity that the Highlander 
died within twelv hours after." 

-9th off March 1698. 

"Compeared John Schivize and did acknowledge 
his Drinking of Acqua vitie with a highland man, 
but that all the quantitie they drank wer about 
two mutchkines. In the meantym the Session 
findeing the said John to be the provoker, ordered 
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tliat the said John Schivize should appear the 
next Lord's day befor the Congre^^ation and then 
be rebuked for his drinking to excess." 

"4th May 1696. 

"John Ohivize being charged the last week to 
inak his public appearance the last Lord's day, 
refused. The Session have remitted him to the 
Sheriff of the Shyr, and appointed David Stew- 
art, one of the Elders, to speak to the Sheriff 
annent him." 

"12th of August 1703. 

"Delated Hugh Fraser on the green of Koore- 
toun for Intertaining Drunkards on the Lord's 
day, and for calling one of the Elders a dogg for 
lebuking him, for which the Session appointed 
him to be citted again the next Session day." 

"13th of Sept. 1709. 

"The sd day Mr David Schoertt, Collector of 
Excise gave in a complaint showing that it was the 
custonie of some brewers in tlie town to encroach 
upon the Sabbath by their brewing, and desired 
that ane act of Session might be made discharging 
the same. It was answered that they wer stand- 
ing laws aJreedie made thereanent, both civil and 
eccksiastick, and they recommend it to the Magis- 
trates to put the laws in execution there-anent. ' 

"21st August 1711. 

"Ordered that intimation be made next Lord's day 
that no change keeper sell aquas or keep theiV 
cellcu* dorres open in time of divin service." 

"21st of July 1695. 

"Compeared John Daunt, Coil Donich, John 
McAndrew, and Murdow Dow, in Mooretown, and 
being interrogatt whitlier or no they wer guiltie 
of yoking their horses one the Sabbath night, 
denyed any such thing, but acknowledged that 
they yoked betwixt twelv and one c)f the clock 
in the morning.. In the meantime they wer 
sharply rebuked and seriously exhorted to observe 
the Ix)rd'8 day in tyme to come." 

"11 of July 1703. 

"The overtour annent Immorality was read and 
approved of by the Session. The* tenor whereof 
being as follows: — 

"Imo. For preventing abuses on the Ix>rd'« day, 
from walking abrod in the fields in time or after 
devine service, and Injoined to spend the Lord's 
day in ther houses, as beoomcih Christians, and 
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that all masters of families shall take care to keep 
ther children and servants within doors, instruct- 
ing them in the articles of the C^iruiitieui faith, and 
reciuiring of them what they heard in the publick 
ordinances, and that they spend the rest of the 
Lord's day in the exercise of private worship with 
ther families, as the Lord shall enable. 

'*2do. When it shall be found needful that some 
persons most stay at home to keep the house, 
waite on children, or attend the sick, that they 
shall keep shoot doors, intertaine no Idle Com- 
panie in time of devine service, with certifica- 
tion. 

"5. That no drink shall be sold in Taverns to 
aiiee person whatsomever in time of publick wor- 
ship, and that no person or societie beinf enter- 
tained in change houses upon the Lord's day, ex- 
cept strangers, lodgers, boarders, or such as* come 
from the countrie to hear sermons, and that the 
Magistrates be addressed to impose qt penalty they 
shall think fitt upon the house whioh gives Inter- 
ments, and also on the persons Intertained. 

"4d. That a Constable and Elders and town 
officer shall be appoin1>ed to ^oe through the streets 
to the Shore, and other places wher companies 
of people used to resort upon the Lord's day in 
time of deviue service, and that they shall nar- 
i-owly observe all sucn as they discover guilty 
of profaining the Lord's day by Idleness or Im- 
morality, and delate the saia person to the Court, 
which is to sitt upon the Ifunday ther after at nine 
of the clock in the fornoon, wner the saids per- 
sons being convicted of ther fault are to be fined 
or punished according to Law, provyding always 
that the officer who attends, the Elders, and Con- 
stable give summonds unto the said delinquentts 
to attend the dyott of said Constable Court. 

"6to. That the forsaid Elder and Constable and 
officers shall likeways after sermon goe through 
the streets and other jilaces wher companies use 
to resort and observe such as they find Immorally 
or Idlv employed in Companies, the officer cit- 
ting tie said persons unto the said Court, as also 
that they search ale houses aa they think fitt, and 
that thev summond and delate the house and the 
persons tntertained. 

*'I>o. Overtours for preventing abuses on the 
week days — 

"Imo. The Session recommended unto all the 
Elders that as thev regard the glory of God, the 
edification of the place, and ther own peace. That 
thev faithfully delate all such as they find guilty 
of Immorality, such as prophaining the Sabbath, 
Cursing, Swearing, &c. 

"2d. That every man is free to give in a dela- 
tion, and that the delatours shall have half ol 
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the fiive.s if they plcaKC to take it, and that the 
other half Iw at t-lu* .Tudges disposal. 

"3t4>. In a spiM'iall manner with reNj)e(t to ini- 
])re('atii>i)s and oaths, Bwvaring, or t'lkin^ thu 
Ix)r(rH name in vain, iuid that all Budi a8 aro. 
witne^seH unto tin* like fault d<» not wink at them, 
but faithfully ddat-o the same unto the Magis- 
trat<j8.." 
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Part II. 



INVERNESS 

KIRK SESSION RECORDS 

Part U.-From 1711. 



DEALINOS WITH PEW8. 

lie^nnniiif; fresh eitnwiti from 

tilt! Kirk iSexHion Keuurlx, the 

tirut Hulijecl that fnllu t» be 

ileall with h Hint of i'ewB. The 

Sewiion'u " Acts," minie iif theiii 

in favour of the Trades Incur- 

pnrationii, and others grantrtl to 

prominent heritors, uJve the beitt anil, iodeei), 

the only data from wi.ii-h nn idea can be formed 

of the internal ap|>earatice r>f the old clitin^liet!. 

They are int^rcating for the desi^riptionK they 

liTBHent, an aluo liy rcation of tlie account they 

■jdve of the iiosition asHnnied liy the Mn^iHtrat^ 

and Town Conneil, even in the internal atrnire 

of tiie churches. 

Itvference has already been niadi' in a former 
article to a resolntioTi of the Kirk i^exsioii lo eemi 
the pewR in Ibe Old Kirk. That "Act" remained 
inoperative, bccnun: tho propusal waa un|>apubir. 
In the year 1750, driven lo it by their neceasities, 
in connection with uhurcli reparation, a similar 
t«Klution wati iignin brought up and a^ri'C-d to, 
but. like the prei-ediiig one. it remained ineffec- 
tive, and for very much (he «.ime reanon. An 
Till bo neen lat«r on. a Oommittee of the Kirk 
Stmion reported — "Tlie iiffair occjisioni'd si) much 
ckmour the^ did not think proper tn proceed in 
it," and thu disposed tinally ol the qu<>stJon of 
sent rents during the exintence of tlie old High 
Cliurch. and in fact until the j^esent High Cliurcli 
wan built in 1769-78. In 1776 the area of the 
Higblaiid Kirk iK-cupied by the C]bmmuninn tablet 
and the CVickitool wan fitted up with watB and 
peivB, which were let. the Session collecting the 
rentj and distributing them among the poor. 

"23rd October 1716. 

"The «d day the gloven presented a petition 

craveing that the Coum above Drakiea' aeat, poa- 

■emed for the time by Drummuir, wbich hiuden 

their seeing the miuiater, might be removed. 
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The Session, tekeing the said petition to their 
consideration, craved that the ministers may 
speake to Drakies concerning it, and report." 

''November 6th, 1716. 

**The ministers reported that according to ap- 
jKiintment they did speak to Drakies about Re- 
moveing of the Coum from off his seat, now pos- 
sesses! by Drummuir. The which he willingly con- 
descended to, and appointed that it should be 
t^.ken down as soon as possible." 

"8th Jany. 1712. 

**Anent the difference betwixt Baillie Rose and 
B. Dunbar about the boundincj of tlieir seats in 
the Old Church, Mr David Rose produced ane 
extract Act of Session, particularly bounding 
Baillie Rose his seat, which being read, he de- 
sired it might be here recorded : The tenor where- 
of follows : — 

**At Inverness, the eleventh dav of August 
1663 years, the which day Robert Rose, Provost 
of Inverness, petitioned the Session thereof for 
repairing, renueing, and transforming his desk 
in the North Isle of the Old Church by building 
the samen as he thinks most fit and expedient, 
which Petition the whole Session in one voice did 
give their assent, consent, and approbation fore- 
said to tlie said Robert Rose, Provost, with power 
and warrand to him to repair, renew, transform, 
and build his said Desk as he thinks most con- 
venient, marcked and bounded as afterwritten, 
viz. : The Desk at the West marcked within eight 
inches to Alexr. Dunbar his footgang ; marcked at 
tlhe North to the deceased the Lady Lovat and 
William CJumming their Tombs ; marcked to the 
South-east to the side of Alexr. Oummyng's Desk ; 
marcked at the South-west to the end of Alexr. 
Paterson's desk ; marcked at the South the floor 
and common passage to the said Isle : The which 
Desk built, tne Session declared to be properly 
the sd Robert Rose, his Heire and Successors, and 
to be possessed, brooked, and enjoyed by t^hem as it 
is marcked aforesaid, without anv controlment or 
contradiction for ever: whereup Act Extract be 
mo. Sio Subscribitur, T. Fraser, Cb." 



*'8th Jany. 1712. 

"James Dunbar alledged that eight inches was 
not sufficient to let the door open freely, and 
that people might sit upon the foot gang. The 
Session desired them to endeavour to make up the 
difference betwixt themselves by the mediation 
of some frienda." 
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**12th Feby. 1712. 

**The Bald day Provost Duff reported that he 
hade met with Bui Hie Hose, Mr David Rose, and 
James Doiibar, and hade accommodated the dif- 
ference betwixt them in refoivnce to their seats. 
Seeing it was found that fight inches was not 
sufficient to let the door freely open, and that 
people might sit rm the f(KJt gansr. but that five 
inches more would be necessarie, both parties did 
pleasantly d^raa fur the said five inches, and the 
said Jameji Dunbar desired that ane act of Ses- 
sion fixing their bouruls now on might be granted, 
which the Session agreed to. In the meantime a 
petition from William Rose of Markinch being 
presented, was now read, desiring that nil Action 
ct>ncerning desks in the Church belonging to him 
might be superseded for a season till the Action 
of Sale of his estate were discussed ; also desiring 
that it might l)e recorded in the Session Register 
that the five inches which Mr David I^se conde- 
scended to be added to the eight in<ho> contained 
in his father's Act of Session beyon<l Provost Dun- 
bar's fcK)t gang, was granted only by way of 
favour and kindness unknown to Markinch, and 
that during the said Maikinch and his successors 
t(» the said Desk tlieir good will and pleasure 
only." 

ACT IN FAVOUR OF FORRKS. 

^*2nd of June 1713. 

"At Inverness, the second day of June 1713 
yeai's. That day Roderick Forbes, merchant in 
thi*. said burgh, gave in a petition to the Kirk 
Session there, Mr Wm. Stuart being Moderator, 
and remnant members fully conveined ; shewing 
thai he hade ftL-quired a Right of disposition 
from John Cuthl^rt, sone and heir to the de- 
ceased Alexr. Cuthbert, sometime Provo*<t of In- 
Vfrness, Rounde<l by the pulpit and Liition at the 
West, Alexr. Dulf of Drumoor his DiLsk at the 
Kast. and the conmion pass.) ire to the pulpit at 
the South ; and therfor craved that the Session 
might ratify and approve of the said Disposition 
in his favours, as \a usual in such case.s. Which 
Disposition being read in presence of the said 
Moderator and remnant members of the said 
Session, and considered by them, and they being 
well and ripely advised therwith, have all una 
voce, nemine contra dicente, ratified and ap- 
proved, and by thir presents doe ratify and ap- 
prove and confirm the itaid Right in favours of the 
sd Petitioner, in the whole heads. Articles, and 
clauses thereof; and hereby disposes the said 
IX*sk to him, his Heirs cand assignies, with full 
power to them to possess the same in all time 
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comeing without any molestation, hereby dis- 
charging and prohibiting any persons what«om- 
ever from encroaching on tne sd possession, or 
molesting tlieiu therein with certification. Where- 
upon Act. 

ACT IN FAVOUB OF CrTIIJlKRT. 

''15th September 1713. 

"At Inverness, the fifteenth day of September 
seventeen hundred and thirtein, in presem^ of Mr 
Wm. Stuart, Modr. ; Mr Robert liaillie, Ajises- 
sor ; and remnant Elders of Session, fuUie con- 
veine<l, Oompeiired John Cuthbert of Castlehill, 
yor and presented before the sd Session a Right 
and Disposition he hade acquired from Mir John 
(.Hilhbert, sbfne time Town-Clerk of Inverness, 
who wa«i served heir to the deceased Alexr. Cuth- 
bert, sometime Provost of the sd Burgh. Dated 
at St^nefield, the twentie second dav <»f Novr. 
seventeen hundred and twelve years, in and to a 
Desk consisting of two Pews in the new Cliurch of 
Inverness lying under the Pend and under the 
King's \qft within the West Lsle, over against the 
pulpit: Bounded with the Ijnird of CiiTloden his 
seat on the riglit hand. Provost Rose his seat on 
the left hand, and C\ilduthell and Davochfure's 
Pews at the Back ; and that in favours of the 
sd John Cuthbert and Joan Hay his spouse. And 
therfor humbly craved that the Session might rati- 
fy and approve the sd Right and Disj)osition in 
his favours, a« is usuall in such cases. Which 
Disposition, as also ano Extract Act of Session in 
favours of the Deceased Provost Cuthbert, being 
read in presence of the Moderator above speci- 
fied, and the whole members of Session present, 
and duely considered by them, and they being well 
and ripely advised thereanent, they did all, 
lumine contradicente, ratifv^ approve, and con- 
firm the said Right and t)isposition to and in 
favours of the sd John Cuthbert of Castlehill, yor 
his Heirs and assignies whatsoever, &c." 

ACT IN FAVOUB OF FRASER. 

*'2nd March 1714. 

*'The sd day there was an Act past in favours 
of John Eraser, Mert., for a Desk in the Irish 
Church, the Tenor whereof follows : — At Inver- 
ness, the second day of March seventeen hundred 
and fonrtein years, in presence of Mr R. Baillie, 
Modr. ; Mr William Stuart, Assessor ; and rem- 
nant Elders, fully con veined. Compeared John 
Eraser, Merchant, brother german to James 
Fraaer of Achnagaim, and one of the Elders of the 
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Kirk Session there, and presented befor the ad 
Session a Right and Disposition he hade ac- 
quired from Hugh Monroe of Teaninich, Heir in 
general!, served and retoured to the deceased 
Jolin Fraser, sometime merchant in Inyerness; 
hii4 Uncle in and to ane Desk being within the new 
Church ther and in the body thereof: Bounded 
betwixt the Desk belonging to the Laird of Mcin- 
tosh at the South, Desk belonging to Mr David 
Polsone of Kinmylies at the North, the Kirk 
wall at the West, and the common passage from 
the East Door of the sd Kirk to the North end 
thereof at the East parta respective ; and There- 
for humbly craved that the Session might ratify 
and approve the said Disposition in his favours, 
as is uRuall in such cases, which Diaposition beins 
read and considered, &c." [The confirmation tol- 
lows in the usual terms.] 



11 
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No. n. 

DEALINGS WITH PEWS. 

Continuing our extracts on this subject, we 
quote Act in favour of the brother of George 
Duncan, who mortified the lands of Diriebught to 
the Kirk-Session, who still hold them. Then fol- 
low several Acts in favour of the Trades and 
Incorporations, but they refer to the New or Irish 
Kirk. 

ACT IN FAVOUR OF DUNCAN. 

'^March 26th, 1718. 

"It was represented in favours of Jphn Dun- 
can, brother Jerman and Heir of the Deceast 
Geor^ Duncan, some time Merchant of this 
Burgh, that his deceased Brother did peaceably 
brucK, Injov, and possess a Pew, desk, or Seat in 
the Old Cnurch of Inverness, bounded on the 
South with the Seat or Desk of John Robertson, 
Son and Heir of the Deceased Hugh Robertson, 
some time Provost of this Burgh, and on the 
North by three Pews or Desks, one whereof be- 
longs to James Dunbar, Dean of guild, and the 
other two belonging to the Laird of CastellhilU al- 
beit they are for the tyme possessed by others, 
and on the Ea.st it ix bounded with the Common 
Eutrv from the South Isle, and on the West by 
the beat of Alexander Eraser of Culduthel. Not- 
withstanding the said peacable possession, some 
persons gave uneasiness unto the sd John Dun- 
can, the only Heir forsaid of the deceased George 
Duncan, in possessing the said desk. Wherefor 
it was Intreated that the said John might be 
Confirmed and Established in his Brother's Right 
in regard that the said George Duncan hade 
bought these Lands unto which the Room of the 
said Desk did properly belong, and over and above 
the said George Duncan hade Mortified a Sume 
of Money, the Interest whereof to Contribute 
toward the upholding of the Eabrick of both 
Churches, and that it would sound harsh with 
posterity if the Heir and Representative of the 
said George should not have Room in the said 
Church peiicably to hear the Word of God. There- 
for the Session's Confirmation unto the said John 
Duncan of the Room of the said Peu or Desk, 
Which being considered by the Mlagistrates and 
others eiveing in tl'eir opinion by turns and the 
Several! Elders speaking fully on this affair, 
Mature deliberation, it was put to the vote 
whither John Duncan should be Confirmed in 
the peacable possession of the foresaid Desk or 
pew, and the votes being asked by the Moder- 
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ator, it was Carried Unanimously in the affirma- 
tive. Likeaa the Church Senflion of Inverness did 
and hereby doe Ratify and Confirm the forsaid 
John Duncan, his Heirs and Assignies, in the 
peacable possession of the Area I^sk and Peu 
forsaid possest by the Deceast George Duncan, 
with power to the said John to possess the samen 
and In joy all the days of his life in all full ample 
and peacable Manner, as any other Seat in the 
Church is possessed, and that he may Use the 
same as his property in disposeing thereof as he 
shall think fitt and just — Just, providing alayws it 
be not lockt up and keept Lmpty when other 
hearers are oblidged to stand and cannot find 
accommodation by a seat^ with this express pro- 
vision that Jean Kinaird, spouse and Widow of 
the said George Duncan, shall have the priviledge 
and libortv to Sitt in the said Desk wt out Moles- 
tation all the days of her life when she comes to 
hear the word." 

ACT IN FAVOVR OF WEAVEKS. 

**5 Aprile 1715. 

"At Inverness, the 5th dav of Aprile 1715, 
which day in presence of Air Robert BaiUie, 
Moderator, and remnant Elders of the Kirk-Ses- 
sion fullie convened, compeared David Leitch, 
Overseer of the incorporation of weavers in the 
said Burgh, and gave in a petition for himself and 
in name of the rest of his trade, shoewins that 
such of the petitioners as were of the Irish con- 
gregation were these fourtie years past and up- 
wards in use to sit in that loft in tne Irish Kirk 
at the gavel next the Old Kirk, and that the 
said loft being now decayed through time, your 
petitioners and others of the Communitie will 
want seats if a remedie be not provided, and 
Therefor humbly craved that they might be al- 
lowed to build and repair the same, and that they 
would make it contain twice as many of the 
common people as it used to doe, if there were ane 
Act eranled in their favours to possess the same. 

Wmch petition being read and considered, and 
the Session finding the same reasonable and for 
the benefit and advantage of the Societie, They 
all agree and consent nemine contradicente to the 
reparation thereof, and herebj allow and author- 
ise the sd Petitioner, for himself and in name 
of the rest of ye Incorporation, to build and r&> 
pair the said Loft in manner above expressed, pro- 
viding it be done without prejudice of any other 
or encroaching upon another's priviledge; allow- 
ing and authorising the said Incorporation of 
weavers and their successores to possess the same 
in all time coming without trouble or mdestatioiv. 
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Proyidlng likewise that they hinder none of the 
common people to sit in tne said Loft if there 
be more room than serves themselves whereupon 
Act." 

ACT IN FAYOUB OF BAKEBS. 

"July 17th, 1716. 

"Thomas Eraser, Elder, Baker, presented a 
petition Craveing the vacancy in the new Kirk 
under the weavers' loft at the wester gavel next 
the Old Kirk, with what the bakers formerly pos- 
sessed in the said place. Whereby the Baker 
Trade might be privilidged by ane Act of Ses- 
sion to build thereon for their accommodation to 
hear the word. The which Petition being read, 
and after Mature deliberation, the Session did 
unanimously agree, after viewing the Bounds and 
finding the said Petitioners deserveing, doe by 
their Act hereby dispose of the said Bounds to 
the Baker Trade of tnis Burgh, to be built upon 
and possessed by them and successors in the Baker 
Trade without any disturbance or molestation by 
any whatsomever in all time comeing, the bound- 
ing whereof is as follows, vi«., from the wester 
ffavel seven foot forward faceing to the pulpit 
from the south side wall to the stair leading to 
the Weavers* Loft; and orders that this Act be 
Recorded and Ane Extract be given to the Peti- 
tioners when required whereon Act." 

seahsn's loft. 

"June 19th, 1722. 

'The ministers haveing represented the great 
Disturbance and the uneasiness of tliere being a 
st«ir within the new Kirk that leads up to the 
Seamen's Loft, that the Congregation is neatly 
Disturbed by the peoples going to the said loft ; 
They therfor Intreated that the Session would ap- 
point some of their number to speak to the Magi- 
strates anent building a stair without, and ma^e 
a more convenient entry by which the people 
would have easie access and without Disturoance, 
especially at Oommunion occasions : Whicli being 
heard and considered by the Session, they did un- 
animously Recomend it to be Represented to the 
Magistrates and Council by the Ministers.*' 

"nie Magistrates appear to have given effect to 
the recommendation, for the new stair is referred 
to in a petition presented by the seafaring men 
shortly after. 

"July 17th, 1722. 

"This day Donald Skinner and Donald Mac- 
kay, in name of the Fishers and Seafaring Men 
of this Burgh haveing the Lrish Language, gave 
in a petition Craveing that they might have 
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liberty to Repair and Enlarge the Seats possest 
by them in the new Kirk in the North Loft, Im- 
mediat4?ly from the entry of the new Stair, and 
that for the causes fully narrated therein : Which 

Eetition being considered, the Session did and 
ereby doe allow the said Company of Fishers to 
repair and enlarge the seats possest by them from 
the breast of the said North Loft unto the North 
Gavel. The pews extending from the Tilast Side 
wall to the body of the Church nine foot, provide- 
ing always that ane open Trance from the new 
Stair heiii be left for access to those who sitt in 
the Western pairt of the said loft whereupon Act. 



» 



APPLICATION FBOM MASONS. 

**Decr. 24, 1728. 

"At Inverness, December twenty-fourth, one 
thousand seven hundred and twenty-eight years, 
In presence of Mr Alexr. Fraser, Moderator, Mr 
Daniel Mackenzie, Mr Alexr. McBean, AssessOTS, 
and Remanent members of the Session there, the 
petitions of the Massons of the said Burgh being 
again Read, setting forth that they have no place 
in either of tlie Churches in this Burgh for ac- 
comodating them to hear the Word of Gk)d, by 
which means they are necessitate to stay at home 
or walk the fields on the Lord's day in time of 
Divine Worship, very much contrary to their 
Inclination, and then seeing there is a vacancy 
in the East side of the New ICirk adjacent to that 
vacancy, lately given to the Wrights and Ooupers 
of this Burgh, wherein they have built a loft, and 
that they are willing at their own expense to erect 
a loft for themselves in the said vacancy, which 
will not in their humble opinion Encroach upon 
any, and therfor craveing that the Session would 
be pleased to grant them a tollerance and Act in 
their favours to that effect. 

**Which petition being considered, and the Ses- 
sion having Reasoned thereon, they did then re- 
move to the said Church, and having survoyed the 
space above specifyd with respect to the commoo 
loft in the South end of the said CSrarch, and 
also with respect to the seats below, and with 
respect to the lights of the sd end of the Church, 
antt having thereafter returned to the Session- 
house and resumed consideration of the said peti- 
tion, found it reasonable to grant, as also hereby 
do grant, the desire of the same. But for pre- 
venting of any Encroachments on the seats or 
lights above named, the Session appoint the limits 
and boundings of the said loft to be as follows, 
viz. : — ^Primo, the said loft may extend in length 
from the face of the common loft, no nearer to 
the pulpit than the distance of nine foot and ai(e 
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haJf ; Secundo, the lowest part of the breast of 
the said loft fronting the pulpit floaiing and geata 
included to be no further downwards from the top 
of the hanging post on the side wall of the Church 
than ten loot and three inches, and the height 
of the breast from thence upward to be no more 
than three foot and three inches, viz., no nearer 
to the top of the side post than seven foot; 
Tertio, the Breadth of the loft from the side wall 
towards the area of the Church must advance 
no more than seven foot and an half, Including 
the pillars, and in case of anv Incroachments by 
these dimensions on the height or hearing of 
those who sitt in the common loft as the seats of 
it are at present. The said petitioners are (if 
need be) at their own charges to heighten the 
stvats of the said common loft proportionally, so 
BA the hearing and sight of the minister may be 
preserved to all that sitt in that part of the com- 
mon loft, and the Session did, and hereby do, 
l^nt to the Siiid petitioners and their successors 
in trade the toUerance and permission sought in 
their said petition, with full power to them to 
build a loft in the space above, and enjoy the 
same in all time comeing, providing always they 
observe the Dimensions above narrated, and that 
they make the Entry thereto thro* the middle 
of the breast of the said common loft whereupon 
Act." 

"January 7th, 1729. 

"Then compeared Alexander Baillie, Town- 
Clerk, and in name and by order of said Magi- 
strates and Town Council Represented, that where- 
as they had been informed that the Session had 
by their act of the twenty-fourth December last 
granted a tollerance to a certain number of people 
to erect a loft for their own accomodation in that 
part of the New Kirk speoifyd in the said Act, 
the said Magistrates ana Town Council had de- 
clared that it was their Judgement that the Kirk- 
Session had no power to have granted the said 
tollerance, and tliereby to have disposed of a 
considerable part of the said Church, and there- 
fore desired, in name of the said Magistrates and 
Town Council, that the Session would be pleased 
to Recall the said Grant. 

"The Session, considering the above representa- 
tion, and likewise what the practise of the Ses- 
sion has been in like cases time out of mind, as 
appears by their records, they agree to wait upon 
the Magistrates and Town Council in order to 
come to more easie and amicable settlement of 
that point, and Recommends it to tiie Moderator 
to speak to the people who have obtained the 
laid Act not to proceed till they hear further 
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from thA Session ; and thej appoint thfi ministers, 
Wm. Maclean, late Baillie David Angus, David 
Hoome, George McKilUeun, James M^ckav, and 
Alexr. CliiHholme as a Committie of the Session 
to wait upon the Magi8tra.te8 or a Committie of 
the Council to commun on the said afifuir." 

"January 13th, 1729. 

**The members of the Committie mett, ninl 
being informed that the Magistrates and Town 
Council were now sitting, they ap|>oint one of 
their number to attend tlie snid meeting and Re- 
present that the Committie were Readie to com- 
mune with the Magistrates and Town Council or 
their Committie on the subject laid before the 
Session by the Town-Clerk the Seventh Instant. 

"The said member, after some time. Returned, 
and Rejwrted from the Magistrates and Town 
Council that they would not commun with the 
Session untill their Act called in Question the 
seventh instant were Recalled, and this the Com- 
mittie agree to report to the Session." 
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No. m. 

A FIGHT ABOUT A SEAT. 

On one occasion a fight about a seat to<^ place 
in the Highland Church. There is, happily, no 
other case like it in the Records. One is more 
than enough, most people will think. 

"15th May 1722. 

"There was presented to the Session ane ex- 
tract of a minute of the Scission of Ooy, held at 
the Leyes, the fifteenth of Aprile last, complain- 
ing of one Alezr. Mackenzie in Esick, who, upon 
the tweuty-tiflh of March lust, being the Sabbath 
Day, the said Alexr. Mackenzie had stricken 
one John Macpherson in the Leyes to the ejffusion 
of his Blood, and that in the Highland Church of 
InTerness, when the congregation had mett, and 
addiLced the witnesses following — David Vaus and 
Donald McGuirman in the Leyes ; Hugh Fraser, 
lisher ; and Aiexi*. Mackenzie, shoer. in Inverness. 
They being called, compeared 

"Donald McGuirman, ane unmarried man, aged 
about 22 years, and beiuK sworn and purged of 
malice and partiall council, being Interrogat, de- 
poned — That Alexander Mackay came to a seat 
where John Mucphersun was sitting, and com- 
manded him to Rise, who Kefuseing the said Alex- 
ander, sat upon him, and the other put him off, 
upon which tlie said Alexander ^lackay rose, and 
save John Macpherson two siroakes with his 
hand, and Tuis is Truth, as he should answer. 

"Hugh Fraser, a married man, aged about 
twenty years, being purged of malice and par- 
tiall council, being Interrogat, deponed cum pre- 
cedentes, with this addition. That he heard John 
Macpherson call Alexr. Mackay ^'a son of a 
bitch," and this is Truth, &c. 

''Alexander Mackenzie, ane unmarried man, 
aged about 20 years, being sworn and purged of 
malice and partial council, being Interogat, de- 
poned cum precedentibus, &o. 

"All which being considered by the Session. 
They did un;inimously aeree that they shoula 
both be Rebuked sharply befor the Session, with 
this caution. That hereafter if they or any others 
should be found guilty of such disturbance here- 
after. That they should stand before the congre- 
gation, which was intimated to them, and ac- 
cordingly were exhorted and dismissed." 
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BELLS. 

The references to the belLi are still interest- 
ing:— 

"November 15th, 1720. 

"John Forbes of Oulloden, present Provost, 
signified to the Session tiiat the church bells did 
hnsF so short npon the Lord's Dav that bef(»' he 
could get to the church the worsnipe did begin, 
and therefor hoped that the Session would be 

{)leased to appoint their servants to ring them 
onger. Unto which the Session did unammously 
affree. As also it was proposed in Session ihtX 
the church bell should ring at 8 and 10 at night 
every night throughout the year, and at six in 
the monunff in wint'er, and at five in the morning 
in summer. 

"November 29th, 1720. 

"The SeMion appoint Mr William Stuart, Mr 
Robert Bailiie, Mr Alexander McBean, ministers ; 
Baillie John Hossack, Bailiie William McLean, 
William Neilsone, David Hoome, To meet as a 
Ckimmittie in order to consider what the officers 
ought to have for Ringing the Bells morning and 
evening as aforesaid." 

"Deer. 13th, 1720. 

"The Gommittie appointed to consider what the 
officers should have for Ringing the church bells 
at five in the morning in summer and six in the 
morning in winter, and at eight and ten at night 
the whole year over, Reported as follows : — ^That 
they think that the oflScers should have Thirty 
pound Scots vearly for Kinging the sd Bells at 
the sd times.' 

"May 16th, 1721. 

"The Session appoint Bill to be drawn upon 
David Hoome for fifteen pound Scots as a half- 
year's salery to James Fraser, Kirk officer, for 
tUnging the Bells morning and evening." 

"Nover. 28th, 1721. 

"James Pitcathie, Qardiner, compeared, and 
told the Session that he would oblige himself to 
furnish a man to ring the Church Bells more 
punctually than heretofore^ both morning and 
evening at the hours appointed in summer and 
winter, and the Session havemg enquired James 
Fraser, officer, if he was willing that they should 
grant the demand to James Pitcatliie, he said he 
was. Whereon James Pitcathie was appointed to 
have the management of the sd Bells, and that he 
should begin tnereto the first day of December 
next." 

12 
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curs AND TOKENS, &C. 

"AugoMt 5tli, 1712. 

^'Ordered that the Communion Cups be given 
to the goldsmith in order to be refonned and 
made more fashionable." 

'16th September 1712. 

"Ordered that Wm. McBean, goldsmith, his 
acoomptfl for translating the silver cups and 
making them larger and more fashionable, oe paid 
by the Church l5ea«urer." 

The fashionable cups seem to have mysteriously 
disappeared, for no more is beard of them. 

*'June 19th, 1722. 

''The Session further considering at this time 
what wa« Requisite towards the Insuein^ solem- 
nity of the Lord's Supper, they did appoint their 
Kirk Treaiiurer to cause have the Tables, Table- 
Cloaths, cups, &c., in readiness against that 
time, and that he write a letter to the Session 
of Calder desireing the use of Two Communion 
Cups from thence, which are necessary, besides 
the two that belongs to the Session. They also 
appoint that public! Intimation be made that the 
People in Town and parish may apply to the 
ministers according as their present Inspection 
of the severall pairts of the Town and Parish is 
Proportioned for their toakens." 

"September 18th, 1722. 

"The Session appoint Bill upon David Hoome 
for three pound Scots to James Fraser, Kirk 
officer, for his going twice to Calder for the 
Communion Cups." 

"October 6th, 1724. 

"The Session appoint Mr McBean to write to 
Calder for the use of their Communion Cups, and 
the Session resolve to have Cups of their own 
against next occasion. The Session desired Qillies 
McBean, Convener, to go to BaiUie Dunbar's 
heirs and get the Communion Cups, which ac- 
cordingly he did, and brought them. The Ses- 
sion appoint that for hereafter the Communion 
Cups be lodged with the Hospitall Treasurer, and 
also the Table Cloaths." 

"30th August 1763. 

"James Dallas, Pewterer, being appointed to 
make four tin cups ioft the use of Sacrament occa- 
sions, he produced his aocot. therefor, amounting 
to one pound ten shillings." 
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*'6th October 1778. 

"The Session have appointed eight pewther 
plates for the conveniencj of holding the elementa 
of bread for the S<'icrHnient, and they hereby ap- 
point Mr Willin. Murray, Hospital Treasuier, to 
pay James Dallas, Pewt-herer. for the same, and 
that out of the reparation funds. 

"It being reported that the Latron of the High- 
land Kirk is almost ruinous, tue Session appoint 
a workman to inspect and repair the same.** 

"22 July 1794. 

"The Session considering that the cloths used 
on the tables at the administration of the Lord's 
Supper in the Gaelic congregation are entirely 
worn out and unfit for use, they judge it necessair 
to order that new cloth be immediately provided, 
and the expence paid out of the Repairation Fund. 
The Session considering that by lending out the 
Communion Cups and Cloths they haye greatly 
suffered, particularly tbe Cups lately lent out to 
the ministers of Moy. which were returned much 
injured and cloured*; therefore the Session have 
come to the determined resolution of never lend- 
ing out in future either Communion Cups, Cloths, 
or tokens, and they resolve and' determine ac- 
cordingly." 

The cups mentioned below are still in uise in 
the High Church. 

"2nd March 1802. 

"It was reported that the late Mr John Baillie 
had bequeathed in his will to the Session money in 
their favours, the tenor of which follows : — **I 
leave and bequeath to the Kirk Session of In- 
verness the sum of fifty pounds ster. for the ex- 
press purpose of being applied' by them to the 
purchase of six silver Communion Element Cups. 
Item. — I leave and bequeath to the proprietors of 
the Chapel of Ease of Inverness, thirty-five 
pounds stg., to be applied by them to purchase 
four silver Communion Element Cups, and I de- 
sire and request that the said Element Cups shall 
be kept by the said Kirk Session and proprietors 
of the dhapol of P^ase, and to be used by 
them on Sacramental occasions in their respective 
places of worship ; and I hereby desire that there 
shall be enfn'aved> one each of the said cups the 
following inscription:— *To the Kirk Sewion of 
Inverness, Gift John. Baillie, house carpenter in 
Inverness, to the Kirk Session of InvemeM.* " 
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<'9th larch 1714. 

"Tlie Modr. informed that he and hi? colleague 
designed to administar the Sacrament of the Lonl's 
Supper about this time, and desired to understand 
bv fchA Session what day they thought most pro- 
per, which being put to yoto, was carried upon 
the first Sabbath day of Aprile next, which was 
agreed to, and intimation thereof to be made from 
pulpit next Lord's day." 

"4 April 1714. 

''The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper was 
orderly and regularly administered, the elders and 
all concerned duelj attending their severall posts 
according to appomtment, and everie thing tnere- 
anent gone about decently and in order. Mr Ro. 
Baillie preached befomoon, Heb. xii. 24. Mr Wm. 
Stuart preached afternoon, text Eph. iii. 16. Coll., 
nintie nine pound sixteen shill." 

"15th Aprile. 

"Reported that according to appointment, it 
was intimate in both churches last Sabbath that 
the Sacrajnent of the Lord's Supper was to 
be celibrate upon the 27th instant, and it was 
OTertur'd for maintaining gravety and order in 
the new Kirk when the Communion is to be given 
in the Irish Language, that from the South door 
to the pulpit on boUi sides of the Tables all the 
seats contained in that place shall be appointed 
that day for the communicants, and that they 
shall sight the toakens, and this to be intimate 
Sabbath next in the forenoon and Saturda;^, the 
26th instant. Which overture being read, it was 
put to the vote, approve or not, and it carried 
unanimouslv approve by the Magistrates, Heri- 
tors, and Elders Uien present, with this addition, 
that ane Elder waite at the North End of the table 
to prevent confusion: also appointed that the 
LatroDS in both churches should be reswved for 
the ministers" 

"26 Novr, 1771. 

"An Acct. was presented to the Session by the 
Kirk Officer amounting to five shillings stg. lor 
levelling a part of the Chapel- Yard for the Com- 
munion tables for five days' work to two men. 
The Session appoint Wm. Murray, treasurer, to 
pay same." 

"6th November 1776. 

"The Session considering that a proper Lavor 
and Stand are wanted for administering Bab- 
tizim in the High Kirk, appoint Mr Wm. Mur- 
ray, Hospital Treasurer, forthwith to purchase 
them." 
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No. IV. 
THE REPAIR OF THE CHURCHES. 

The previoufl sketch of the churches in layer- 
ness gave the reader some idea of the scanti- 
nesa of the resources at the commaiid of the 
Kirk-Session for the repair and upkeep of the 
fabrics, as well as of the Session's poverty in other 
essentials connected with the proper performance 
of public worship. It is apparent the funds are 
still low, and that the fabncs could scarcely be 
iu worse condition. Occasionally an energetic 
and popular Kirk Treasurer received the thanks 
of the Kirk-Session for ^'the building of dykes 
about the Church-yard, the keeping of the wnole 
fabrick of the churches in repair, repairing the 
casways at the entries to both churches in the 
venal, and such like, but the votes of thanks 
it is evident, were intended more than anything 
else to round off gracefully the treasurer's term 
of office, for it was small mercies indeed the Ses- 
sion had reason to be thankful for. For instance, 
the Session, with something of conscious fatuity, 
appoints the Kirk Treasurer to speak to the 
glazier about repairing the windows of both 
churches, and he, in reply, craves five years* 
salary owing to him. The bill thereupon ^^nted 
led to no material improvement for any lenglii 
of time, for later the Glovers* Corporation is 
found complaining that the window above their 
sear "is all broke, * and there are other evidences 
that matters do not seem to have mended much 
with the Session as time went on. The minutes 
record that the porch is ruinous, the windows are 
reported in such a state that "great expence and 
outlay" would be necessary to bring them at 
once into a proper state of repair, hence a gradual 
process of restoration was resorted to, which 
abruptly ended by the churches beinsr seized and 
used ae a prison in the time of &» rebellion 
(minute 25, Auff. 1746). The churches were left 
practically wrecked by the soldiery. 

This reference to the churches being turned into 
prisons during the rebellion, and the damage they 
sustained in consequence is about the only 
allusion made to the rebellion. On the main 
questions the minutes observe a total and discreet 
silence. 

•*21st Janr. 1718. 

"David Hoome, church theasurer, is appointed 
to speak to Robert Innes, elazier, about Uie Re- 
painng of the windows of both churches, and r^ 
pore next Session day.** 
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"January 28Ui, 1718. 

"Robert Innes represented to the Session that 
there was five years* salarie owing him by the 
Session, and craved that they would allow him 
Twenty pounds Scots, and that he would sett 
about repairing the church windows with all ez- 

E edition, upon which the Session ordered Bill to 
e drawn upon David Hoom, Kirk TLeasurer, 
for the said twenty pound Scots." 

''Sept. 12th, 1721. 

"Gillies McBean, in name of the Corporation of 
the Glovers^ Represented their great unconveni- 
ency and hinder in henring the word preached, 
bv reason of the window above their seat being 
all broak, and that now it was not possible for 
them to sitt in it when the winter comes. Ther- 
for hoped the Session would be pleased to cause 
help it. The Session appoint some of the Elders 
to speak to Robert Innes, glassier, in order to 
the speedy help of ye same.' 

"Deer. 26th, 1721. 

''The Session appoint that David Hoome, out 
of the Saleries Resting to Robert Innes, glassier, 
doe pay and see tlie nght application thereof 
for the compleat and sufficient reparation of the 
glass windows of both churches, for which this 
sliall be his warrand." 

The Session, with apparently commendable 
foresight, in as frugal a manner as possible, to 
quote the words of the minute, had purchased 
out of reparation money a store of slate and lime 
to be used in making enlargements and repairs to 
the churches, but their chronic state of impecuni- 
osity not only put all schemes of enlargement and 
extensive repairs out of the question, but, as they 
were driven to shifts for money, induced them to 
think of selling the sliite and lime so frugally pur- 
chased, and applying the proceeds to quite differ- 
ent purposes, the nurposes varying according to 
the necessities of the moment. The immediate 
cause of the proposed sale was the want of funds 
to pay the expenses of Commissioners sent by 
the Kirk-Session to the General Assembly in con- 
nection with the call to the Rev. Mr Kacbean to 
Inverness. Although there was practical unan- 
imity, yet the sale was not effected because of 
the objections of one member — ^there always is 
one member who is painfully and inconveniently 
conscientious. The member in this instance was 
Bailie Hossack, who afterwards became rather 
prominent in local annals. 
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"July 25, 1721. 

"The Session, in pursuance of their former Re- 
solve anent clearing the Commissioners' ac- 
compts, proceeded to consider what funds they 
had for toe Hospital Treasurer's security in case 
of Borrowing the equivalent summ from him as 
before proposed, and found that the onlv fund 
they can now touch is the sclate and lyme Delons- 
ing*to them, and now lyinp in the Vestry Steeple 
and Church-yard. There was therefore a motion 
made to sell the said sclate and lyme, and Raise 
money therefrom for the foresaid purpose as farr 
as tlie price may extend. In a full reasoning, 
upon which one member insisted that the Session 
could neither dispone of nor apply the said ma- 
terials for payment of the Commissioners, the 
question was put whether the Session could and 
ought to Dispose of and so apply the price of 
the said Ivme and slate. It earned in the affirmi- 
tive by all except that one member. Hereupon 
tlie Session did and hereby doe appoint and re> 
solve to sell and dispose of the said materials for 
the purpose above mentioned, and ordain the 
Moderator <%nd srucli members of this Session an 
he shall call for in name of the Session, to make 
the first offer of the said materials to tho 
Honourable Magistrates and Town Council, in 
case they shall think fitt to purchase the same 
towards the Intended Reparation of their church, 
if not, that the Session may cause sell them other- 
wise to the best advantage. Baillie Hoseack 
dissented in manner following — ^That he believes 
the Session cannot apply the vclate and lyme to 
any other uso than tliat to which it was pur- 
chased, viz.. For repairing of the church, the 
same haveing been bought a long time since with 
the Reparation money, wliich is the pairt of the 
weekly collection whicn is sequestrate for the use 
of the fabrick of the church, and ought tberfor to 
be applyd to that use which was designed, which 
will appear from the minuts of t£e Session, 
which appointed and designed it." 

'The Clerk is appcnnted to give ane extract of 
the Session's resolve to sell 6he sclate and lyme 
to Baillie Thomson, that he may lay it before the 
Council." 

The reply of the Council, if they gave one, is 
not recoroed. 

Although for a different purpose, the 
next move of the Session to raise funds 
took the strange form of appropriating money 
ear-marked for the reparation of the churches. 
It is evident that by this time the question of 
the liability of the town to maintain the fabric 
wa« coming prominently to the front, and the 
minute is instructive on that acoount. 



I 
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*Teby. 27tli, 1722. 

"It was overtured Tliat in regard there is ane 
Act of Parliament of Great Bnttain appointing 
a fund for repairing or building our churches as 
need require, that therfor the Session may ad- 
dress the Honourable Magistrates and Council of 
this Burgh to allow the Reparation money from 
the date of that act, if any such money be in 
the hands of our Uhurch Treasurer, to goe for 
the present Relief of poor objects witMn the 
town and parish. The Session approve thereof, 
and appoint ane extract hereof to be given to the 
Council at their first meeting." 

The Council's reply is not recorded. 

The Kirk-Seesion's necessities were becoming 
more pressing, and they again overture? 
(20/11/1722) that a "representation be laid before 
the Town Council anent selling the Lyme and 
slate to them, bought by the Kirk Treasurer. 
They also considering that the town are obliged 
to uphold the fabrick of the church since June 
1719. Doe think that the Session has no more to 
do with the paying of Robert Innes, glazier, and 
therefor that the Session should discharge him, 
and appoints the same be intimate to Robert 
Innes. 

The evolution of time had somewhat reversed 
the relative positions of the Kirk-Session and the 
Town Council. In the earlier minutes the Kirk- 
Session, if they did not regard themselves as the 
superior body, at least assumed a position of 
equal standing with the Town Council, who were 
ever ready to adopt the Kirk-Session's sugges- 
tions. Gradually, however, the Town Council 
and the Magistracy adopted a superior tone in 
their dealings with the Session, and the more 
pronounced this became on their part the more 
deferential the Kirk-Session became to them. 
Hence those who have followed the intercourse 
between the two bodies are not surprised by the 
following minute : — 

'February 16th, 1725. 

"The Session being informed that if a represen- 
tation from them to the Council were offered in 
a manner proper, that the Council was disposed 
to give a favourable answer to the affair Relating 
to the Slate and Lyme, and that speedy payment 
might thereby be obtained to David Hoome for 
the Ballance due to him by the Session. The Ses- 
sion bemg pleased with' the Information, the 
drauj^ht of it was presented and read, and being 
considered, the Session did approve thereof, and 
appoint the Moderator to sign it, and Baillie Wil- 
liam McLean to deliver it to the Council at their 
first meeting, and he to Report.' 



V >* 
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The Town Oouncil, apparently well satitfied 
with the note of humility riinuinff through the 
application, were graciously pleas^ to accede to 
it, and ((9/3/1725) BaiUie WUliam McLean re- 
ported, with some elation, ''that having laid the 
K^presentation iibout the Lyme and Sclate before 
the Council, they bad allowed the Session to dis- 
pose thereof as they thought projper for the 
Npeedy paying of the Session's debt. 

NotwitHstaudinj^ the above authority, procured 
ut the cost of their self-respect, the Session had 
^nt difficulty in disposing of the lime, for let 
It be noted that years later the subject of the 
lime still haunts the Session's deliberative hours. 

Sept. 3, 1728. 

''The Moderator reports that application being 
made to him and his cologne, Mr Mackenzie, by 
Mr Charles Mack, master mason of the Barracks, 
Craveing that the Session would allow him the 
old lyme belonging to tliem, and promiseing to 
give tiiem in a few days the same quantity of 
sanded lyme ; Tliey thought fitt, with the advice 
of some* Elders, to call the Session together to 
consider of the same ; which being considered by 
the Session, they did approve thereof, and there- 
for the Session did enter upon the consideration 
of the said affair, and having reasoned thereon, 
they unanimously agreed that Mr Mack should 
have the said lyme upon the terms he proposes, 
and accordingly did appoint their Treasurer to 
see the same measured to the said Mr Mack, and 
receive his obligatory receipt, and in regard the 
Town Council have agi-eed some time agoe that 
the Session shall dispose of the said lyme : The 
Session appoint the Clerk to get an extract of 
the said minit." 

"14th October 1740. 

"John Mcintosh^ Kirk Treasurer, reported that 
according to appomtment he took the advice of 
Sclaters as to liie slate belonging to the Session, 
and that the said tradesmen reported that they 
are not Aisdale slate, nor proper for Repairing 
the church, upon which the Session appoint him 
to Buy Aisdale slate from Baillie John Fraser, at 
24 pounds Scots p. thousand, or from any other 
person who can best serve him.'* 

'*14th Febniarv 1744. 

"The Session appoint John Mcintosh, Kirk 
Treasurer, to dispose of Utie slate belonging to 
the Session, and sequestrate the money till it be 
ordered to be applira." 

13 
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•*3l8t May 1744. 

''The Session, obseryinff that tbe dykes and 
ffenoes of the Ohurch-yard have for some time been 
neglected, and that there are large breaches there- 
in which necessarily ought to be repaired to pre- 
vent further damage. They therefore appoint 
the remaining slate be sold by the Kirk Treasurer, 
and the price applied for tie Reparation of the 
said Church-yard Dykes, and the ballance, what- 
ever the same may be, to be ^ven to the Kirk 
Officers in part of the Salaries Due to them, and 
they appoint the lyme lying under the Session 
Room to be applied for Harling the outsides of 
the said Dykes. 
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No. V. 

The folluwing extracta are in coutinuatiou of 
the entries on repairs of the churches: — 

<'12th Augast 1746. 

"The Session, entering upon the Reparation of 
the High Church, Do flSnd upon enquiry that 
tliere is a Fund of the mortincation applicable 
for that purpose Due. Tliey do appoint their 
Treasurer, with all convenient speed, to Disburse 
a proportion of that money on slate and timber 
as far as it will go.*' 

'^th August 1746. 

"George and James Cummings, Glaciers, beinff 
now present, and the Session having conversed 
with James Gumming upon the agreement made 
with him bv the Session, Dat«d eisht day of 
January 174JI, about the Repairing and upholding 
of all the glass windows ojf l)oth cnurches as they 
then were, and at a certain rate repair vearly, as 
the said paction more fully bears; and the Session 
considering now how ;jreat]y the most of tue 
said windows had been damage<i by the Churches 
being made prisons of in time of the Bebellion, 
and also that there is a duty to his MajeHty laid 
upon gla>s : The Session and the said George 
and James Cummings conjunctly and severally on 
their part Do mutually agree in Lieu of the for- 
mer bargain, which i« hereby declared to have 
ceajsed from Candlemas last : That the said 
glaziers do forthwith set about Repairing and 
Compleating all the said windows so far as they 
require at the Session's expense, and that how 
soon the same is compleatea and Reported : The 
Session agree and covenant with them that tht>y 
shall have Thirtjr Shillings in the year for up- 
holding and keeping the Kiid glass work in the 
same condition, to commence from the date of 
the said Report." 

*'aOth June 1749. 

**George Cumming. Glasier, having presented 
his accots. of glass and weir work done to the 
new and old church, as the same was visited and 
Reported by a Committee of this Session, April 
6th, 1747, as done, and which accots. amount 
together to the sum of Twenty four pounds 
eignteen shillings and sixpence sterling, as de- 
manding pavment thereof, acknowledgeing at the 
same time tliat he 1 ad Received from John Mcin- 
tosh, late treasurer, in part of the same ton pounds 
sterling, so that now there is due a Ballance of 
fourteen pounds eighteen shillings and sixpence 
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sterling: The Seasion considering the said de- 
mand as equitable, and that there is money in 
the said Jonn Ifc&tosh's hands of Qeorge Dan- 
can's Mortification for repairing the Kirks, Do 
hereby order him to pay to the said George Cam- 
ming the above Bsulance of Fourteen pounds 
eighteen shillings and sixpence sterling, Vhich 
shall be allowed in the said; John Mcintosh's ac- 
ootts. of the ffund above named. 

''James Fraser Smith and one of the Elders 
crave in his accott. of smith work done to both 
Churches from July 1746 to this date, amounting 
to three pound seventeen shillings sterling, and 
demanded pavment. The Session havinsr revised 
and examined the said acctt. coram, ana finding 
the same Just and Reasonable, appoint John 
Mcintosh, lato Kirk Treasurer, to pay the said 
aocott. out of the ffund for Reparation of the 
church. 

"Alexander Fraser, mason, gave in bis ac- 
count of the mason work done to the church, 
amounting to eight shillings and sixpence ster- 
ling, whicn the Session finding Just and Reason- 
abk, appoint John Miclntosh, late Kirk Treasurer, 
to pay the said accott. out of the Reparation 
money." 

'<22 August 1749. 



''As John Mcintosh, who has Reparation money 
in his hands, is not at home, the Session ordered 
Andrew Murray, present Kirk Treasurer, to pay 
to James Wilson, boatman, for slate brought 
this week to the church, the sum of seven pounds 
nine shillings and seven pence sterling, which 
money is to be Reimbursed to the said Mr Mur- 
ray by Mr Mcintosh, as also to pay for the 
carriage of the said slate from the l^ore, and 
recover the said money as above." 

''SOth January 1760. 

"The said Committee gave in the following 
accot«., Laid out on Reparation, which is a deH 
on the Reparation ffund to the Poors* money. 

"In adjusting the accott. of collections and De- 
bureements with Mr Mcintosh, they find due to 
the collection ffund — 

Laid out on Reparation £56 13 10 

Likewise of the Session House Rent 
Monev 90 

To Cash paid Mr MJurray for Slate, 
Lime, and Carriage 99 13 

To Cash Due Donald Fraser, Wright, 
p. accot 120 

To Cash Due the Slaters as per ac- 
cot 48 

To James Fraser, Smith, as per acct. 16 12 



r 
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To James Cuthbert, Mcrch., for nails 79 14 

To Alexr. Mackintosh, Combmr., for 
timber, as p. accot. 14 8 

To Qeorge Gumming 
for a new window in 
the Kirk roof £6 12 

To his Salary from Mar- 
tinmas 1748 to Do., 1749 18 

To Alezr. Fraser, mason, as p. 

CI ^ x« v» ••• ••• ••• ••■ ••• 



24 


12 





1 10 





£550 


2 10 



The Session, havinff considered the aboTe Report, 
do not find it expedient at this time to give in to 
a visitation of Presbytery, and with respect to 
the alternative of ceasing each pews Room in 
both Ohurche» in a shillmg sterlmg each, they 
so far aeree to it as to appoint Mr Fraser ana 
Mr Mackenzie, with Provost McLean, Bailiie 
James Fraser, and John Mcintosh, as a Com- 
mittee to draw up a memorial for obtaining the 
approbation of the Heritors and Inhabitints, and 
make Report." 

**27th February 1750. 

''Mr Fraser reported that the Committee ap- 
pointed to meet about the overture anent oessing 
each pew in both churches in a shillin;;^ sterling, 
did meet, and in regard that that affair occa- 
sioned so much clamour. They did not think pro- 
per to proceed in it, and gave it as their opinion 
that the Session should take the whole of the 
Reparation affair under their consideration of 
new. The Session, considering this report, did 
not enter upon any deliberation about it at tliis 
Dyet, because of toe paucity of their number, and 
do appoint that a full Session meet on Thursday 
first at four afternoon to consider the manner in 
which the Session shall be Relieved of the five 
hundred and fifty pound two shillings and ten pen- 
nies Scots expenaed upon Reparation of the old 
church, and for payment of which they have no 
present fund." 

"1st March 1750. 

''This Dyet being appointed for considering 
the manner in which the Session shall be Re- 
lieved of the five hundred and fifty pounds two 
shillings and ten pennies Scots expended on the 
last Reparation of the Roof of the Old Kirk, It 
was agreed that the Magistrates write to a Lawyer 
at Emnburgb to know how Kirks are repaired 
where there is a Bursh and Landward^ and what 
profMrtion each should pay for Building or Re- 
pairing them, and that Mr McBean write to Uie 
procurator and agent to the same purpose." 
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"24th Joly 1760. 

"Mr McBean Reported that he had «poke to 
the Provost anent the Session's money Laid out 
upon the Reparation of the Church, and that 
the Provost said he did not think it proper to 
write to Edinr. according to concert. The Ses- 
sion delay the consideration untill a full meeting, 
which they appoint to be intimate from the Pm- 
pit next Lords day, to hold on Tuesday thera- 
after at 4 o'clock afternoon." 

*'31jBt July 1750. 

'The minute anent the Reparation of the 
Church apoointing this Dyet of Session was Read, 
and after Reasoning upon the affair with Deliber- 
ation, they find by the Report of a Conmiittee 
ffiven in to the Session upon the 30tb January 
huit, 550 pounds two shiUings and ten pennies 
Scots money was expended upon the last Re- 
paration, and they judge it just and equitable that 
the said money should be returned to the Ses- 
sion for which thev are still indebted. It was 
f)roposed that a collection should be made from 
touse to house that the parishioners in general 
in town and country may have an opportunity 
to give chearfully whet may Relieve the Ses- 
sion of the above Debt, and the Session do agree 
to the above overture, and do hereby certify that 
this is not in any shape to be drawn in as a pre- 
cedent for anv Reparation hereafter; and tney 
appoint that Intimation hereof be made from the 
pulpits next Lord's Day, and that the following 
persons do go about the week tliereafter, and 
continue the said collection untill tliey have gone 
through the parish, viz. : — The Moderator, with 
John Mcintosh, James Cuthbert, John Munro, 
and Donald Fraser, for the Kirk and East 
Streets. 

"Mr Mackenzie, with Baillie Mcintosh, James 
Rose,. David Gordon, and Alexr. ffraser, for the 
Castle Street and Bridge Str^t, with tne other 
side the Bridge. 

"Mr McBean, with Qeorge Sheviz, James 
Clark, and Andrew Murray to the east of Kings- 
milns and Castlehill, both Included. 

"To the West of Castlehill and Kingsmilns, Mr 
Mackenzie, Donald ffraser, and Willm. McPber- 
son. 

"To the West part of the Country parish, Mr 
Mackenzie, John Baillie, Willm. McPherson." 

"19th February 1751. 

''The Session appoint that the money collected 
in the town and parish of Inveniess for the Re- 
paration of the Church be lodged in the hands 
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of Mr Murray, Kirk Treasurer, and tha.t be 
make repoit to the next Session of the amount 
of it. Mr Andrew Murray reported that he Re- 
ceived nineteen pounds ten shillings sterling, col- 
lected in Town and Country for puvinff the debt 
contracted in Repairing the churches. 

*-30th April 1754. 

"The Session have appointed William McPher- 
son. Rei)aration Trea.survr. to cause set ubout 
the Reparation of the wall at the back of the 
Pulpit Immediately, and to Look out for Lime 
and other necessaries in the most frugal manner, 
in order that what Reparation is wanted for 
both churches may be set about this season." 

"30tli July 1754. 

"The Session appoint William McPherson, Re- 
paration Treasurer, to pay Robert Fraser, Sluter, 
his account for Slating? and Repairing several 
Breaches in both churches, amounting to thri>e 
pounds sterling." 

*'24th January 1758. 

"With respect- to the appointment on the Com- 
mittee to Inspect the windows of the churches, 
they reported that it was their opinion that the 
windows that were next the seats of the rewpec- 
tive Corporations should be kept in Repair by 
each of them, to which Report it was also adeid 
that each of the Trades did agree to this Re- 
port. 

"The Session fin^ling that there is a daily con- 
tinued expence upon the small fund of an hun- 
dred pounds Scots fur Reparation of the churches 
by the windows tliereof b^ing broke by Hoys and 
Children, and that this duadvantage is occa- 
8ione«l by the want of Dykes about the Church- 
vard, the Session propose it to the members to 
bring in some overture for the reparation of the 
said dykes." 

*lBt March 1764. 

^*The Session, considerinff the very bad condi- 
tion of the Church-yard aykes for some years 
bvffone, and how preiudiciaf this has been to the 
l«^brick of the Church, particularly the windows, 
as they have been from time to time broken, and 
the church thereby become so cold that people 
have been discouraged from attending divine wor- 
ship in the winter and spring seasons, and under- 
standing at the same time that about £20 or up- 
wards of the mortification of the lands of Dirie- 
bught for reparation of the Kirk due bv the 
heirs of John Clark, late possessor thereof, will 
vsrr soon be paid off, they judged that repairing 
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the Ohnrcliryard dykes is a very proper applica- 
tion of this money, and very consistent witn tlie 
original purpose of the mortifier, in regard that 
the Fabnck, and particularly the roof windows, 
would be preserv^, and underaftanding there is 
an Act of Council appointing the money that is 
appointed for ringing the bells on funeral occa- 
sions to be laid out for repairing said D^kes, the 
Mairistrates here present immediately agreed that 
what of the money is in the hands of James Dun- 
bar, present collector of that should be paid up 
when demanded by the undertaker for this pur- 
pose The Session considering these things, ap- 
pointed the minister to treat with Mr Hector 
Fraser, or any other that will undertake the 
work, and provide materials, and see the same 
execute properly this season." 

And so exit the "Old Kirk of InTemess." The 
present relations between Kirk and town are in- 
teresting, but the continuation of the narrative 
must be taken up from sources other than the 
Kirk-Session Records. 
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No. VI. 

THE HIGHLAND CHURCH. 

It will be noticed that in a few instances 
throughout these extracts the designation of the 
churches has been interchanged. It happened in 
this way : when the Old (or High) Kirk was re- 
built, 1769/75, it was called the New (or High) 
Kirk, and' so the hitherto New (or Highland) 
Kirk then became the Old (or Highland) Kirk. 

'19th August. 1740. 

"The Session considering that the East part of 
the roof of the New Kirk is much broken and 
out of repaii', and that there is mooej in the hands 
of Joiiu Mackintosh, Kirk Treasurer, arising 
from that half of Geur^e Duncan's Mortification, 
wliich is destintxl and allocated for the repaiation 
of the Churches, they apnoint^ the said Treasurer 
furthwith (after the advice of craftsmen) to pro- 
vide materials for sclatinff a piece in the middle 
of that roof from the ^nibling to the Rigging 
Stone, with Aisdale Sclates, and in case that the 
Treasurer thinks proper buy Sclates from the 
Session, he may have them at Eighteen pounds 
Scots per thousand, and aippoint John Munro, 
J&mes Pitkethly, uikI' Angus Campbell, Elden. 
to count out and deliver the said Sclates, ana 
that the Session allow John McIntoslL trust for 
the price of the said Sclate till Candlemas, and 
the Session ordered him that the work be done as 
soon sm possible.." 

'17th July 1744. 

'*The Session considering that there is a vacancr 
in the loft in the North- West part of the North 
Isle of the New Kirk, they appoint the Kirk 
Treasurer to build' it up with seats in the form of 
Degrees for the greater accommodation of the 
Commonry." 

*13th March 1770. 

'*There was laid before the Session an account 
of the masson work done to the window and 
South door of tfbe Kirk, amounting to 
£7 ISs, as also an aocount of the 
iron work, amounting to £2 168; as 
also an account of the wright woik, amounting to 
£9 4s, as also for repairing the sclate work, £1 
lis, amounting in aJl to £21 9s. The Session ap- 

£ointed the Treasurer upon George Duncan's 
[ortificatioii of Durbrugh to pay (out of the fund 
for keeping the Kirk in repair) to Robert Dun- 
can, masson ; James Fraser, smith ; Donald 

14 
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Fradser, wright ; and Richard Patenon, sclater, 
their respectiive accots. above mentioned', and 
appoint extract to be given the Treasurer." 

'*9th Apl. 1776. 

**The Session appoint that the whole of the 
Elders be charged to attend next Dyet of Ses- 
sion in Order to Concert proper measures how to 
employ t^e Area in the Highland Kirk, it being 
the property of the Sefision." 

"23rd April 1776. 

'The Session having resumed the Consideration 
of the area of the Highland Kirk, appoint Intima- 
tion to be made from both pulpits first Lord's 
Day, thiit the area wherein the Communion 
Tables arc ordinarily placed for administrating the 
Sacrament of the t/ord*s Sui)per, which has for 
many years been transferred to Chappie Yard on 
Acct. of the area's being too little to Accommodate 
the Vaut Number of People that att^end that 
Ordinance ; As also the seat* which is now in the 
place where the Stool of Repentance was." 

"30bh April 1776. 

**The Session hive resolved and hereby Do ap- 
point that the whole of the Seats in the Area and 
that of the Ptool of repentance be Converted as 
a fund for the Poor of the parish, and that such 
persons as occupy or possess such seats wait of 
the Committee Appointed by the Session for pos- 
sessing tlie said Seats, and who shall settle with 
them for the Rents. "Hie Committe apptd. are 
the Ministers, John Grant. Wm. Murray. Wm. 
Grant, Gteorge Schiviz. Klders. Tlie Session 
also appt. the above Committe, with the help of 
a workman, to Inspect the Walls of the Hospi- 
til Gardens, as they Seem to be in a ruinous con- 
dition, and to report according against Next Dyet 
of Session." 

**3rd June 1777. 

'*The Session appoint cui a Committee to Divide 
the Money Collected by Mr Schiviz out of the 
Seats in the Area of the Highland Kirk, John 
Grant. Willm. Murray, Wm. Grant, Alexr. Mac- 
leod, and Donald Munro, Eldert ; and Alexr. 
Munro as their C3erk, and to report to the Ses- 
sion accordingly." 

'Ifay 14th, 1776. 

**The Session approve of the Estimate of the 
Roof of the Highland Kirk, as also the Estimate 
for the Repairation of the Garden Dyke, and 
appoint the Committee to agree with workmen 
accordingly." 
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**15tli April 1777. 

'^Thoy also appoint Willm. Grant, Elder, to 
Employ Simon Eraser, slater, to begin and finish 
the liepairation of the Roof, &c., of the Highland 
Kirk oicconliug to the Estimate given in by him 
Iciat year; and if tliere are more Breaches or 
NeceKMiry Repairs the same may be added to the 
said Entimate.'* 

-JSt-h April 1777. 

*'The Session appoint Jamies Simpson, their 
officer, to cause the Dung at the fore part of the 
Highland Kirk, liodged there by Donald Sligo, to 
be Removed, other ways it will be ordered to be 
taken away by another. And no Dung or Oarts 
to be placed there for the future." 

*13th July 1790. 

"The Kirk Session appoint that the Chair pos- 
sessed by the late Donald Munro in the Highland 
(Church be given t(^ Donald Eraser, present Cate- 
chist ; that the two seats behind the door be 
given to the two Kirk Officers for the use of their 
Wives." 

"19th April 1791. 

*'The Report, of the Tradesmen appointed to 
inspect, the Highland Qiurch found that part of 
the Walls are off the Plumb, particularly the 
back Jannn is quite insufficient ; the whole 
Roof is strained, and rotten in the joints, and a 
great maiiv of the ruf tiers are rotten on the back, 
and the whole sarking is entirely rotten — Signed, 
William Sibbild and John Symond and Simoa 
Eraser. The Session appoint a Report of the 
above to be made to the Presbytery at their first 
Meeting. Continue the appointment on the Com- 
mittee respecting the non-entry, to which Com- 
mittee ia added Simon Eraser, senr." 

"19th May 1791. 

"In consequence of the Opinion of the Presbt. 
respecting the Highland Kirk, the Session here- 
by appoint the Cheers to summon the several 
members of Session against Tuesday the 24t-h, to 
consider the same." 

"20th June 1791. 

"In consequence of an appointment of Session, 
the 'dA Mav, respecting the Highland Kirk, Edict 
was regularly served, duly returned, and- in- 
dorsee! ; and on this Day, in Consequence of the 
said Edictal Citation, met the following Magi- 
strates and Heritors — Provost Phineas l^Intosh, 
Provost William Chisholm, Provost William Mc- 
intosh, Bailies William Inglis, Alexander Mcin- 
tosh, and Thomas Young, Ci^. Baillie of Dun- 
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ain, Capt. Fraser of Oulduthel, Duncan Grant, 
Esqr. of Bught, for himself and Muirtown ; Wil- 
liam Scot, Esqr. of Sea Bank; Arthur Robert- 
son, Esqr. of Inches; Alexr. Eraser, Esqr. of 
Torbreck ; Simon Eraser, Esq. of Bam Hill ; 
Conveener Maoleod; Angus Mcintosh of Holm, 
Esqr. ; and having entered upon the considera- 
tion of the subject of their Meeting, and Minutes 
reppecting being read, they were unanimously of 
opinion that it wa« not proper on account of the 
paucity of tfheir number immediately to proceed 
to any decided measure, and therefore requested 
the Moderator to write to the absent Heritors in- 
timating that a Meeting was to be held on the 
same Business on this Day fortliight. — Simon 
Eraser, senr., is appointed ruling Elder.*' 

**4th July 1791. 

^*In consequenoe of the Moderator's Letter to 
the absent Heritors respecting the Highland Kirk 
requesting their attendance on this Day, the which 
Herit'ors and Magistrates diti meet accordingly. 

"The Magistrates and Heritors resolved to ap- 
point four approved Workmen in order to inspect 
the Old Kirk, and to give in their Report respect- 
ing the state of it against this day fortnight, 
and ttiev resolved to communicate the same to 
the Session on that day." 

♦aSth July 1791. 

'\)i\ which day the Magistrates and Heritors 
met according to appointment, and gave into the 
Session the Report of the four workmen whom 
they employed, which follows. 

"It was suggested by some persons and agreed 
to by the whole meeting that it would be neoes- 
Bary for the accommodation of the Con- 
gregation to widen the back Jamm and rease 
the Walls of the Church three feet more than 
the hight mentioned in the Estimate. Accord- 
ingly, a Corum of their number was empowered 
to meet on Thursday senight and call Tradesmen 
to give in Estimates of the whole, and that these 
Estimates be presented in a full Meeting of the 
Magistrates and Heritors to the Session on Thurs- 
day thereafter. 

*Tn consequence of an appointment from the 
Heritors and tbe Magistrates to inspect the 
Parish Church of Inverness, in which Divine ser- 
vice is performedi in the Galic Language, We give 
it as our Opinion that the East Front) should be 
taken down and rebuilt, new Doors and Win- 
dows put into it. Two pieces of the side wall 
in the Isle next the New Church will need to be 
rebuilt, the Expence of which will amount to 
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£72 lOs. The Gables aud wc«t wall of tbe Church 
are ia ffood Condition. 

'*lf tne Koof should be taken off, three feet 
might be added to the height of the walls, as 
the present roof is too high a pitch. Expence 
will amount to £17. 

*'Wright Work.— The Wing between the New 
Church and the Old will require a new Roof, 
which will amount to £33 5s 3d. If the Walls 
of tlie Fnnit are to remain as they are at pre- 
sent, tlie Koof may stund, but new sarking will 
be required, amounting to £30. But if the walls 
aie to be rebuilt there will be a new roof re- 
quired, which will amount to £84. New Win- 
dows are required for the Fiont, with second 
On»wn Glass, and two Doors, will amount to 
£26 13s 2d. 

"Slate Work.— Of the Front and Isle, £74 14« 
6d. 

"This is our Report, according to the best of 
ojr Judgement, and the same is attested, Rober. 
I^es, CHiarles Smith, William McDonald, Thomat 
McGregor. 

"Inverness, 2nd August 1791. 

"After prayer by the Revd. Mr Rose, Moder- 
iUor, Sedt. with him the Revd. Mr Watson and 
Fraser. On which day the Magistrates and Heri- 
tors met and produced to tfhe Session the Esti- 
mates of the Repairs proposed on the Old Church, 
together with a plan of a new Gliurch. 

"They did not come to a final Re.solution which 
to adopt, untill they shall have an opportunity 
of consulting a Man of Business on account of 
some difficulties which occur In the Repairs. 
Therefore they ap{>ointed a full meeting of their 
number on Windnesday the 29th, and requested 
the Moderator to intimate this to the absent Heri- 
tors. 
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No. vn. 

THE HIGHLAND CHURCH. 

(Continued.) 

'igth Septr. 1791. 

"The Committee having met in compliance with 
the recommendation of 3ie last general Meeting 
of the Heritors, having fully considered the mat- 
ter referred to them by that meeting ; and having 
also, with the assistance of Messrs John Bailhe 
and William McDonald, Wrifi^hts, examined the 
State of the Seats in the Body of the Highland 
Church, which thejr find to be very ruinous, are 
unanimous of opimon that it is more for the in- 
terest of those concerned that a new Church on a 
moderate scale be built, than a Reparation of the 
present one. A Plan ajid Estimate of a Church 
fit to contain twelve hundred Persons being pre- 
sented to the Committee, and Mr Eraser giving it 
as his opinion and that of his Colleagues tnat 
such a (jburch would amply sufiice for that part 
of the inhabitants of the Parisli who attend Wor- 
ship in the Gaelic tongue : the Committee recom- 
mend to the Heritors to adopt this Plan: The 
Expence of which, after deducting the proportion 
to De paid for by the Incorporation, and a small 
sum which it is reasonable the Chuni Session will 
advance out of the Reparation Fund, will not 
exceed £600. Which sum tlie Committee recom- 
mend to the meeting to proportion on every Pro- 
pritor of I^nds in the Pari.sh. according to the 
stipends they at present pay, which proportion 
will not exceed two andi a half years* amount of 
the stipend T>aid by each Heritor. This is the most 
equal mode that presents itself to the Com- 
mittee." 

"Inverness, 20 Oct., 1791. 

*'Met in terms of last appointment, Arthur 
Forbes, Esqr. of Culloden; John Baillie of 
Diinain ; Arthur Robertson of Inches ; Alexan- 
der Fraser of Torbreck; James Eraser of Cul- 
duthel. Esqrs. ; William Mcintosh, Esqre., Pro- 
vost of Inverness ; Duncan Grant, EiBqr. of 
Buc^; >ft William Welsh; BaiUie William 
Inglis ; Mr Simon Fraser, Conveiner ; Alexander 
Macleod, for himself and Trade; Mr Godsman, 
for his Grace the Duke of Gordon ; Mr James 
Grant; Bailie Young; Bailie Alexander Mcin- 
tosh ; which Meeting made a choice of Arthur 
Forbes, Esnr. of Culloden, their Preses. 

'The above Meeting unanimously resolved that 
a new Church shall be built agreeable to a Plan 
sow before them, the Expence of which Plan 
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shall not exceed £740, out of which the MinlBten 
and other Members of the Session here present 
engage to p;iv £80 stg. out of the Reparation 
Fund under tteir management. Mr Alex. Mao- 
leod, Deacon Conveiner of tlie six Incorporated 
Trades, and Duncan Grant, Esq. of Bught, their 
Oeneral Boxniaster, engage to pay the sum of 
£120 in consideration of their getting one Wing 
of the Galleries, and as much more as may be 
sufficient for the accommodation of two hundred 
persons. 

*'There will then remain the sum of £540 Ster. 
to be paid by the Proprietors of Lands within 
the Parish, which the meeting unanimously re- 
solve shall be proportioned according to the sti- 
pends paid out of each property^ whether held of 
theKing, of thcTown,or of any Subject Superior 
And the meeting resolve that when the Cnuroh 
is compleatly finished it shall be divided upon 
the several Heritors in proportion to the sum 
they shall have paid, and that for this purpose 
two respectable men, with power to choose an 
Oversman, shnll be by a General Meeting ap- 
pointed to fix on that part of the Church which 
shall then bt^come property of each Heritor, al- 
ways keep in a: in view the principal Heritors shall 
have their TiOts in the Choicest Situation of the 
Clurch. 

"TTie Meeting afterwards unanimously ap- 
pointed Arthur Forbes of Culloden, Elsqr. ; John 
Haillie of Dunain, Esqr. ; James Fraser of Cul- 
duthel, Esqr. ; Alex. Fraser of Torbreck, Esq. ; 
Arthur Robertson of Inches, Esqr. ; William Mc- 
intosh, Esqr., Provost of Inverness; Badlie Wil- 
liam Int^liflh ; Bailie John Mcintosh, a Committee 
with powers to enter unto Contracts with Trades- 
men, and superintend the Carrying on the Build- 
ing. Three of them to be a Comm ; and the 
Meeting appoint James Grant. Esqr., vounger of 
Bnjfht, to colh^ct the proportions payable by the 
different Heritors, for which Trouble he shall be 
intitled to make a proper Charge by three differ- 
ent Instalments, being the Manner in whidi it is 
customary to pay money to Tradesmen carrying 
on Worlds of this Nature: the first Instalment 
to be payable at the Commencement of the work. 
The second whon half of it is built, and the third 
when it is fully finished; and the Meeting re- 
quest of Minist«»rs and other Members of Session 
t^ apply to the Presbvterv for a Decreet in terms 
of the R<»soliition of this Meeting. 

**Abthub Forbes." 

"17 March 1792. 

'*Met Alexander Fra«er, Esqr. of Torbreck; 
John Baillie of Dunain, Esqr. ; James Fraver of 
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Oalduthel, Esqr. ; BaUies John McIntoBh and 
William Inglis ; Duncan Grant, Esqr. of Bught, 
Members of the Committee appointed bj the 
Heritors, SQth October 1791, for superintending 
and carryinff on the buildine of the New Kirk. 
Who made choice of John Bailie, Esqr. of Dunadn, 
Preses. 

"In coneeouence of the Re<]|ue8t of said Meet- 
ing, the Ministers and; Session applied to the 
Presbytery for a Decreet, according to the terms 
of the Resolution entered unto; and which De- 
creet was obtained and laid before the Meeting 
this Day, and having been read over, it was de- 
livered by the Preces of the Meeting to the Moder- 
ator to lie in the Session for the Inspection of all 
concerned, and afterwardB to Mr James Grant, 
younger of Bught. 

"The Meeting having considered several Esti- 
mates laid before them respecting the Masson 
work of the Church, find that the Estimate given 
in by Hugh Suter is the chapest ; and they ac- 
cordingly give him a preference, amounting to 
two hundred' Pounds. Also the estimate laid be 
fore them of Wright Work, Slater, and Glazier 
from William McDonald was preferred, amount- 
ing to five hundred pounds. The Committee ad- 
jurn untill Friday next, being 23 March, and 
Request Mr Jameis Grant to intimate this to all 
the Members : and that he shall have the Con- 
tracts again that Day ready for signing." 

"19 March 1792. 

"The Session considering that a new Church is 
to be built, appoint intimation to be given to 
the Gaelic Congregation, that on the second Sab- 
bath of April, the eight Day of the Monftih, pub- 
lick worship is to b« performed in the Chapel- 
yard." 

*'23 March 1792. 

''The following Members of the Committee ap- 
pointed to inspect, &c., the building of the 
Church, met — John Baillie, Esqr. of Dunain; 
Alexander Eraser, Esar. of Torbreck; Bailies 
John Mcintosh and William Inglis, and Mr James 
Grant. The Committee choose Mr Grant preses. 
In terms of the Minute of last Meeting, Scrols of 
the Contracts to be entered with Tradesmen were 
submitted, and the same being perused by tlie 
Committee andl Workmen, they were ap;»x>ved of, 
and the Collector was ordered to extend them. 
Accordingly, the Meeting direct Mr Grant to put 
the Decreet in Execution against those refuse their 
proportions of the sums discerned againtit them. 

(Signed) **John Baillie, P," 



Inverness Kirk Session Records, 113 



*10th April 1792. 

*'Met John Baillie of Dunain, Eaqr. ; Jame« 
Frouer of Culduthel, Eaqr. ; Alexander Fraaer of 
Torbreck, Esqr. ; William Mcintosh, Kaqr.. Pro- 
vost of InvemesB ; Bailies John Mclntnsn an<i 
William Inglis, Committee for inspecting and 
building the Church ; and chose John Baillie, 
Esqr. of Dunain, Preaes. The Contracts were 
read, approved of by the Meeting, and signed 
b^' the Committee, the Tnidesmen, Hn<l their cSiu- 
tioners. Agieeable to the terms of their former 
Meeting, the (^)mmittee and Heritors present 
con:iidering that the intended Churclj agreeable 
to the Plan given in, will be rather too small to 
acc<mimodate this populous parish, and that an 
Addition could be made to it so as to accommo- 
date two hundred persons, for the small addi- 
tional Expence of sixty pounds, and t^iis Sum can 
be got without laying any additional Burden on 
the Heritors ; have agreed that the Church sluill 
be three feet longer thaji was intended by the 
first Plaii, and one Foot and a half in breadth. 
And they authorise the Committee to make a 
Bargain with the Tradesmen for this alteration. 

"The Ministers of Inverness, who were present, 
have si|i;nifie<l to the meeting that the Session 
were willing to advance for tlie above purpose, 
in addition to the eighty pound* given out of the 
Reparation ir'und, makine together a Hundred 
and ten Pounds sterling— Signed, 

**JonN Baillik." 

«27th July 1792. 

**Met Alexander Eraser of Torbreck, Esqr. ; 
John Baillie of Dochfour, Esqr. ; John Falconer, 
Esqr. of Drakies : Duncan Grant, Esqr. of 
Bught; Mr Alexander Macleod, Conveiner; Mr 
John Ross, Dt^acon of the Tavlor Incorporation ; 
Roderick Mi'D(ma Id, Deacon of the Shoemaker In- 
corporation ; John McKenzie, Deacon of the 
Skinner Incorporation ; which Meeting choose 
John Baillie. Esqr. of Dunean, to be Pteses. A 
representation was made by the Deacon Conveener 
and the Deacons in name of the different Cor|)or- 
ations that it would have been of grent advan- 
tage to them that the part of the Kirk to be 
allotted to them should be as near the Pulpit 9iti 
possible, and all contiguous, because it would 
give the different Masters an Opportunity of hav- 
ing their Children, their Journeymen, and pren- 
tices under their Eye. Which Wing considered 
by the Heritors present, they do, from that de- 
sire which at first led them to admit the In- 
corporation to a Share of the Church, agree that 

15 



114 hwerneas Kirk Session Rerttrds. 



the Trades shall have the One-Sixth of the CSinroh 
in that part of the Area which is on each side of 
the pulpit, consisting of twenty-twD peiws, to- 
gether with the five single Table Seats in front of 
the pulpit, with whioh arrangement the Deacon 
Oonveener, the Deacon, and General Box Master, 
in names of the Tnules, declare themselves per- 
fectly satirfyed." 

*^th Novr. 1793. 



"The Commt. reported to the Meeting that 
the Church is nearU' finished, andl that the Trades- 
men are Urgent for the full payment of the Sum 
contained in the Contract, and as Mk* James 
Grant, the Collector appointed for ingathering 
the funds, informs the Meeting that the third and 
last Moiety payable by the Heretors is still due 
by many of them, he is hereby authorized and 
required to ingather the laet Moiety, andl what 
remains unp^iid of the different propo^ons of the 
Heretors as soon as passible. And in order to 
prevent anv delav, he is hereby required to nut 
the Decreet in I^xecution against such as delay 
payment of what is due by them. And the Meet- 
ing unanimous! V certify to those who neglect to 
Say the Sum due by them in the space of One 
[onth after the Report given in bv the Gentle- 
men who shall make a division of the Kirk, that 
the proportion which would ftill to each of these 
diffident shall be given to the Kirk-Session to be 
disposed of as they shall think proper, the Kirk- 
Session, however,' paying the sums due by the 
several Heretors, wno shall forfeit their Right by 
neglecting to pay in the foresaid Space. 

"The Committee afterwards proceeded to the 
choice of two gentlemen as Arbiters and a 
third as Oversman, for determining the propor- 
tions of the Church which are to become Oie pro- 
perty of tlie different Heretors in terms of the 
Minute, 2Dth October 1791. And' they unani- 
mously made choice of Thos. Gilzean, Esqr., 
Sheriff-Substitute of Inverness ; Capt. Alexr. 
Qodsman, residing in Inverness, as Oversman. 
being Gentlemen in whose honour they have the 
greatest confidence, and wlio are not personally 
interested in the Division. And they request of 
Mr Gilzean, who is present, and fias been so 
obliging as accept, to procure the acceptance of 
the other Gentlemen ; and that they proceed to 
the Division with all the Expedition they con- 
veniently can, keeping in view the resolutions of 
former meeting respecting the South part of the 
Church to be appropriated for the Trades, and 
the preferences to be given to the Heretors ac- 
cording to the quantum of stipend paid bv eacli 
of them. And thev recommend to the Oashier 
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to employ a proper pen<oii to number the Seats 
in any way that the ArbiterR shall direct. The 
Meeting ol>8erving that in the Mimite of 27th July 
only Five Table Seat 8 are allotted for the Corpcw- 
iitioin, they considi'r that aa an error crept into 
the Minute be<'ause there being six Incon)orations 
in the Town. tht*y jude'^ it necessary that there 
should be a Table Scat for the Masters of each, 
luid therefore recommend to the Arbiters to allot 
Six Table Seats instead of the five mentioned in 
the former Minute. 

"The Meeting considering the Ministers as 
justly entitled to A<"(K)nunodHtion for their Ser- 
vants in this Cliurch, recommend it to the Ar- 
biters to make a proper division for them. 

(Signed) "James Fraskb, Pr.' 



ft 



The following interesting letter from the 
widow of Sir (ieorge Mackenzie of Cromarty, 
Hart., to the Town-Clerk of Inverness ai>pear8 In 
Letters of Two Centuries: — 

"Inverness, 21 Jan v. 1793. 

"Lidy Mackenzie's compliments to Mr Mackin- 
tosh. Site undt'i'stnjuUi that this day at noon 
thi-re i.s to be a meeting o! the hereditors in the 
Highland Kirk to hive pews. And as you are the 
factor upon the Dempsteis. and by my permis- 
sion paid five pounds sterling for building the 
Kirk, you will pleaf<e attend the hour of 12 
o'clock at the Kirk, and claim a pew. In the 
(.)ld Kirk there were two i)ew8 for the proprietors 
of the lands upon which you are the factor at 
piesent." 
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No. vra. 

THE HIGHLAND CHURCH. 

(Continued.) 

In concluding these extracts on the fabric of 
tbe church it is pleasant to note the harmonious 
intercourse whicn prevailed between all parties 
concerned in rebuilding it, also that in making 
over his portion of the new Qaelic Cliurch to the 
Traxies Incorporations, Arthur Forbes of Cul- 
loden acted liberally and in a spirit becoming 
the traditions of his house. A rather unusual 
thing, too, was done, the division of the church 
was made with strict impartialty, yet it was done 
to the ^'satisfaction of all parties.'* The conclu- 
sion that our forefathers, in their slow way, were 
tt'.orough and capable business men is irresistible. 
Accounts were sorutiiused with praiseworthy 
tidelity, as the Master Miisons and l£a«ter Car- 
penters found. Tlie account of the former was 
i*educed by £1 48 T^d, and that of the latter by 
£1 ISs 7d. Tlie contract price was £700, and 
the whole of the extras amounted to only £27. 

The Session knew its business, and did not 
scruple about doing it. But while looking so 
closely after the accounts, yet in order to evince 
tlieir satisfaction with the perfection of 
the work done, the Session presented 
the masons with a i^uinea and the ocar- 
penters with one and a^-haif guineas as a mark of 
their approbation, which the minute records to 
their credit and to the confusion of aoiy suspicion 
which might be entertained again^rt their liber- 
ality. 

"Inverness, 17th Jany. 1794. 

"Met, John Baillie, Esq. of Dunain; William 
Inglis, Esq. ; Alexr. Macleod, as Heretor ; Alexr. 
Eraser, Esqr. of Torbreack ; Duncan Grant of 
Bught, Esqr. ; Capt. Godsman, for his Grace the 
Duke of Gordon ; Bailie Scott ; Mr Simon Baker ; 
Angus Mackintosh, Esqr. of Holm; Mr Alexr. 
Mcintosh, for Dochgarroch ; Mr Hugh C^isholm, 
junr. ; Mr John Ross, as Heretor ; James Eraser 
Smith ; DonaJd Mackenzie ; Mr Alexr. Macleod, 
Conveener, and Deacon of the Hammermen ; Mr 
Duncan Munro, Deacon of the Wrights ; Andrew 
Mcintosh. Deacon of the Shoemakers ; John Mac- 
kenzie, Deacon of the Skinners ; John Ross, Dea- 
(*on of the Taylors ; Donald Eraser, Deacon of 
the Weavers. 

"The Heretors having met in consequence of a 
former Meeting with tlie Conveener and Dea- 
cons of the Trades, and having Inspected the 
Church, which is now fully finished, it has been 
finally agreed on that the Share of the Church to 
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be allotted for the Trades shall consist of Uie 
three front pews in the North End or Wing of 
Uie Clnirch, with all the pews behind them, being 
eaual to one-sixth part of the Seats in the 
CnurclL 

"In Witness of the Satisfaction of all parties 
with tl^eir arrangement the Praeses, Major baillie 
ofDunain for the Heretors, and by the Deacons 
for the Trades, Subscribe this llinute. This Al- 
lotment being declared final and superceding all 
;irrangement.H formerly proposed. 

"Sigiul. — John Baillie, Pr. ; Alexr. Macleod, 
D. Oour. ; Dun. ICunro, Deacon ; John 
McKenzie, Deacon; Andw. Mcintosh, 
Deacon ; Donald Fraser, Deacon ; John 
Ross, Deacon. 

"Deacon Maideod having afterwfuxis repr^ 
sented to the Meeting that in a Conversation 
wliich he lately had with Arthur Forbes, Esqr. 
of Culloden, tnat (lentleman had Signified his 
inclination to give to the Corporations that Share 
of the Ciiurch which may fall to him as an Here- 
tor on such Terms as inall afterwards be settled 
betwixt the Corporations and him. with the 
Views that all the Members of these Corporations 
shall be fully accommodated in t! e Church : and 
it being expedient in order to render this Accom- 
modation as perfect as possible that CuUoden's 
share of the Church shall be immediately adjoin- 
ing to that already allotted for the Trades, llie 
Heretors present do for tiiat purpose recommend 
it to the Arbiters to comply with the proportion 
made for Culloden as to his share of the church. 

"Signd. — John. Baillie, Praeses; Alexr. Mac- 
leod, Deacon." 

"Invess., 22d Janr. 1794. 

"Mtt, Alexander Fraser, Esqr. of Torbreack; 
Arthur Forbes, Esqr. of Culloden ; Captn. Qods- 
inan, for the Duke of Gordon; William Inglis, 
Esqr., for the Town, and for himself; Dr Dun- 
ran Grant, for Kinniylies. Muiitown, and Doch- 
four, and for himself; William Scott, Esqr., 
Messrs Welsh & Cuming ; Mr Simon Fraser, Fair- 
Held ; Mr Simon Fraser, Baker ; Mr Alexr. Mao- 
lood, for himself and Trades ; John Ross Taylor; 
Simon Fraser, Esq. of Farraline ; Revd. Messrs 
Hose and Fraser, for the Hospital ; Mr Hugh 
Chisholm ; Donald McKenzie ; James Fraser 
Smith ; and Mr Oilzean, for Dunain, Oeuitlehill, 
Inches, and himself. 

"The Arbiter havingfixed on this dav for pro- 
ducing tMs Scheme of Division of the New Gaelic 
Chunli to the Heretors, of which Intimation 
was made la«t Sabbath from the Presenter's Desk, 
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and the Heretors whose naine« are mentioned in 
this Minute having accordingly Met and con- 
sidered tlie said Scheme of Division attentively, 
they unanimously declare themselves satisfyed 
witn it. And they take this opportunity of 're- 
turning their Acknowledgements to the Gentle- 
men who so kindlv undertook the troublesome 
Task of acting as Arbiters and oversman in this 
Business, and of expressing their Sense of the 
strct Impartiality with whidi they conducted it. 

"The Heretors' considering that there has been 
some additional work done in the Church by the 
Tradesmen, of which Accounts have not yet been 
delivered to Mr Grant, the Cashier, and being 
anxious that all the expence attending it should b^ 
paid forthwith, they request of Mr Grant to pro- 
cure these Accounts and to lay them before the 
Committee, that they may be examined and paid, 
and the Heretors prejient recommend it to John 
Baillie, who was emploj^ed to superintend the 
building of the Ciiurch, to give in his Report with 
regard to the Execution of the Work to the Com- 
mittee without delay. The Heretors are of 
opinion that the Scheme of Division mjvde by 
the Arbiters and now lodged with the Session- 
Clerk, should be engrossed in the Records of the 
Session, in order that Extracts thereof may be 
given to these having Interest, upon paying a 
reasonable fee to the Clerk, and that it may re- 
main as evidence of the Division made by the 
Arbiters, and the Obligation which the Town and 
Pfirish have to them. The Meeting appoint the 
Minute to be signd by Alexr. Fraser, Esqr. of 
Torbreack, their Praeses. 

•'Signd.— Alexr. Eraser, Pr." 

"29th June 1794. 

"Met, WUliam Inglis Esqr. ; William Scott, 
Esqr. ; Simon Eraser, Boblainy; James Grant, 
younger of Bugl:t ; in Conseouence of the for- 
mer Appointment, when the Accounts of Extra 
Work were laid before them by Mr Grant. Hav- 
ing examined them and taken the opinion of Mr 
John Grant respecting them, they deducted from 
the Masons* Accompt of additional Work the 
Sum of one pound four ;ihilling8 and seven pence 
half penny, leaving thirteen pounds to be added 
to the Sum formerly bargained for with the Mason. 
And they have deducted from the Carpenters* Ac- 
compt tne Sum of one pound thirteen shillings 
and seven pence, leaving Fourteen pounds to be 
added to tne Sum formerly engagea to be paid 
him. 

"Thereafter Mr John Baillie, who was em- 

E loved to oversee the Building of the ChTirdi, 
eing called upon for his Report-, declared that 
he had carefully examined the -wliole Woiic, and 
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found the same in every Respect performed in 
terms of the Contract, and quite sufficient and 
Substantially finished : with which Report the 
Committee oeinff perfectly Satisfied, they hereby 
authorise Mr Grant, the Cashier, to pay the 
different Tradesmen the Balances due to them, 
taking proper discharges for the same, and they 
recommend it to Mr C&ant to five One Guinea to 
the Masons and one and a half guinea to the 
Carpenters, who was employed by the Contrac- 
tors, to be divid«<l among tnem by their respec- 
tive Masters, as a mark of the Approbation of 
the Committee, of their Conduct in carrying on 
the Work ; and One Guinea to Ludwick Ross, as 
an allowance for the trouble he had' in going fre- 

Iuently to summon the Heretors to the different 
[eetings. 

"In testimony of the Satisfaction of all Parties, 
this Minute is subscribed by Hugh Sutter, James 
Grant, and John Davidson, the 0>ntractor, by Mr 
John BaiUie, Overseer of the Work, and by Mr 
IngUs, Praeces of this Meeting. 

"Signd. — Ilugh Sutter, James Grant, John 
Davidson. John Baillie, Willm. Inglis, 
Praces." 

'*6th Feby. 1794. 

'•Tlye arbiters in the division of the Gkielic 
Church have in their scheme allowed to the Hos- 
pital four pi'ws west of the Magistrates' 
seats in iront of the pulpit, Number 
Twenty - Nine, Thirty, Thirty - One, and 
Thirty-Two, two of which pews and three 
bottoms belong to the land of Diriebught, and 
one of said pews and five bottoms belong to the 
Hoepital fund in proportion to the sums which 
each of these funds have bestowed for building the 
Church. The Session have appointed that of the 
Siiid four pews. Number Thirty-Two and Thirty- 
One, and three bottoms in Number Thirty, be al- 
lotted to the lands of Diricbught, and Number 
Twenty-Nine and five bottoms in Number TTiirty 
be for the lands of the Hospital." 

'*10th Janv. 1797. 

"The Session appoint Mr Simon Fraser, 
Treasurer of the Reparation Fund, to pay John 
McPherwm, square wright, and Hu^h Suttor, 
slater, the sum of twenty pounds sterlmg for the 
Gateway Pillars, &c., to the Church and Steps 
to the Highland CImrch. and ako to have the 
Highland Church looked at. as it needs some Re- 
pairs. And- 9m he has no monev in hand belong- 
inff to that Fund, they desire nim to discount a 
Bm of thirty pounds for the purpose." 
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No. IX. 

THE MINISTERS. 

It will be remembered that Mr Hector Mac- 
kenzie, Episcopal incumbent, having taken the 
oath, was permitted to retain the parochial stipend 
of the First Charge. This he held till his de^th 
in 1719. When the stipend became vacant, the 

Rev. William SxrAKX 

was appointed by the Ele<'torate to the First 
Charge, being transferred there from the Third 
Charge, which he had held since 1705. Mr Stu- 
art received a call from Kiltearn in 1723, of 
which parish he had previously been minister. He 
declined the call then, but being again called by 
the aame parish in 1726, he accepted the invita- 
tion. There its ample evidence that he was a 
very popular minister. The first minute in the 
election proceedings indicates that the Session 
had been outmanoeuvred somehow, and promises 
some lively intercourse between the various 
parties to the election, but the subsequent trans- 
actions produce nothing more active than a simple 
dissent, the non-contents having apparently con- 
centrated their opposition in efforts to prevent 
Mir Alexander Macbean succeeding Mr Stuart in 
the Third Charge. 

•^30 Nov. 1719. 

''And it being represented that a presentation 
to a minister to tliis place to succeed Mr Hector 
Mackenzie, late Incumbent, was to be given in to 
the Presbytery to-morrow, the Session did ap- 
point Baulie William Maclean, amd Thomas 
Alvee. Hospitall Thesaurer, two of their num- 
ber, to attend the Presbytery, that! they may 
enquir by what warrand and authority the said 
presentation is given in to the Revd. Presbv- 
tery." 

"Janr. 19th. 1720. 

"The Session appoint that the two ministiers 
and Thomas Alves and David Scott, two of the 
Elders, may meet with two of the Magistrates 
and two oJ the Heritors, ns a Committie for 
Rypning mattiere concerning the calling of a mini- 
ster." 

^'January 2l8t, 1720. 

**Mr Ijachlan Shaw, minister at Oalder, Moder- 
ator. The Magistrates and Councilors of the 
town, the Heritors, Wodisetters, Lyfrenters, and 
Elders of the Town and Country parioch of Inver- 
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ness, and according to the Presbytiy'B appoint- 
ment, proceeded to the Election of a minister to 
supply the vacancy present at Invemesa. The 
Reverend Mr William Stuart and Mr Robert 
Baillie Returned the Preabytrie's Edict, duely 
served and indomed. Then the Modr. baveing 
asked if a Lite should be made, the following 
persons were put upon the Lite : — ^Mr William 
Stuart, minister at Inveme«s; Mr Alexander 
Eraser, minister atf Urquhart ; Mr Alexander Mc- 
Bean, minister at Douglass ; and Mr Rob. Thom- 
Kon. minister nt Kirkhill. The Roals called and 
votes marked By a great majority of voices, Mr 
William Stuart was elected, whereupon Baillie 
James Dunbar, in his own name and in name of 
all that should' adheir to him, entered hi« dissent, 
gave in a paper subscribed by him containing 
the ree4M>n of his dissent, and a call to the said 
Mr William Stuart! being ftubacribed bv the Magi- 
strates and Council, Heritors and Wodsetters, 
Lvfrenters and Elders, forsd and attested by the 
lioderator, tl>e Provost and John Cuthbert of 
OaRtlehill were commissioned to give in the sd. 
call to the Pre«bytery of Invemerti at their first 
meeting, and require their approbation of and 
ooncurranoe with the same, and Commissioners 
forsd. were appointed to draw up and present 
Reasons for the desired translation. 

''Baillie William McTjean protested in the Clerk 
of Session's hands that tho Baillie Dunbar entred 
his dissent to the calling and Ellecting of the 
Reverend Mr William Stuart, that non of the 
Magistrates, Councilors Heritors, Wodsetters, 
Lvfrenters. or Elders adhered to him in his sd. 
dissent, whereupon the sd. Baillie took Instru- 
ment." The 

Rev. Alrxandbb Macbkan, 

the able and popular minister at Douglas, was 
elected to succeed the Rev. William Sttaart 
as minister of the Third Charge at Inver- 
ness in 1720. and when Mr Stuart removed to Kil- 
t)eam, Mr Macbean was presented to the First 
Charge, for which, as seen, he had al- 
ready been put forward when Mr Stuart was pre- 
ferred. Mr Macbean was known as the John 
Knox of tho North. During the period of the 
'45. he wielded considerable influence, which he 
exerted in mitigating the cruel circumstances of 
the Highlanders and in suppressing the spirit of 
rebellion among them. The life of a Highland 
minister in those times was very trying, and it 
required great tacf and good sense to be loyal to 
and retain the confidence of both sides. The fol- 
lowinfi: proclamation msde at Inverness on 5th 
Kav 1746, indicates the difficult position in whidi 
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miniiteni were placed by the goTerning authori- 
ties: — 

"The officers of the law above mentioned are 
to take informations from the ministers of the 
Established Church of Scotland touching the be- 
haviour of the inhabitants within their respective 
parishes, and of the present haunts and places of 
abode of such rebels as may be lurking in their 
several neighbourhoods, and the said nunisters of 
the Qcepel and all others his llfl*je8t|v's dutiful 
subjects, who shall have any knowledge of the 
places of abode or lurking places of such rebels, 
and of the places where suob arms may be lodged, 
are hereby required to give informations to the 
officers of the law aforesaid." 

Mr Maebean was the last minister popularlv 
elected in Inverness under the 1690 Act, which 
conferred the right of calling a minister upon 
the Magistrates, Town Oouncil^ Kirk Session, 
and Heritors of a landwtuxl parish. By a later 
Act (Anne 10-11), the right of presentation re- 
verted to patrons who had not subscribed a formal 
renunciation of their right to present, henoe all 
later ministers are presented, and the Session 
Records merely contain a fcMrnal entry of their 
presentation, admission, and welcome. 

As will be seen, the election proceedings in 
Mr Macbean's case were not quite harmonious. 

*16thi Febry. 1720. 

"Aocordiflig to appointment of the Presbytery, 
the Magistrates and Councilors of the town, Heri- 
tors, Wodsetters, Lifrenters, and Elders of the 
Town and Country, pariocli of Inverness, Mett in 
Session about the calling of a minister to supply 
the vacancy at Inverness. The Modr. read the 
Edicts, duely served and Indorced, and there- 
after read a List of the Severall Ellectors. Where- 
upon Baillie James Dunbar and John Hossack, 
Baillie, in name of the Magistrates and Town 
Council, protested and took Instrument that the 
HeritOTS of the Borrow Roods and holding of the 
town should have no vote, as the said protest 
bears, the tenor whereof follows, viz. : — The 
Heritors of the Borrow Roods or lands holding 
of the town adjacent thereto, are no Intitled to a 
vote in calling a minister to anv vacancy within 
the Burgh, Mcause their Lands hold Burgage, 
and are within the priviledge and Juiiediction of 
the Burgh, and so those Heritors are represented 
by the Magistrates and Town Council. 

' ''2do. By the Act W. and M., Pari 1. Sees. 2, 
Chap. 23, Intitled Act concerning Patronages, 
the power of calling ministers to Royal Burglu is 
to be by tihe Magistrates and Town OouncU and 
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Kirk Session when there is no landward parioch, 
and where there is a considerable part of the 
parioch in Lundwuixi, Ministers are to be called' 
b^ tho Magistrates, Town Council, and Kirk-Seo- 
siou, and the Heritors of the landward parioch, 
which plainly infers ane exculsion (exclusion) of 
the Heritors of the Borrow Roods, and if it were 
not so, giving power to Burghs Royall to call 
their minihters by their Magistrates, Town Coun- 
cil, and Kirk S^sion would be entirely useless, 
becau8e there is not one Burgh in the Kingdom 
which is not possessed of some Borrow Roods, 
and therefore we, James Dunbar and John Hoe- 
sack, Baillies of tnyerness, in name of the Magi- 
xtratos and T(jwn Council of Inverness, doe pro- 
test against the said Heritors of the Borrow Roods 
their votein^z in calling a minister to the vacancy 
occasioned by the tranjslation of Mr William 
Stuart from the Benefice he enjoyed by the gift or 
Mortification of the late Queen, and that they 
uiuy be l}'able in any damages the Town may 
sustain in ascertaining their privileges against 
the Heritors the said usurpation. In witness 
whereof we have subscribed their puta at In- 
vermrsj*, the sixteenth day of Feby., 1720 years, 
and in like manner doe object against the vote« 
of the Elders of the Landward parioch, because 
they are debarred by the sd. Act of Pari, where 
the' landward is not joyned to the Burghs Sic 
Scribtr., Jamw Dunbar, John Hossack. The sd. 
Haillie Dunbar referred power to himself to en- 
large on the said reasons. 

"Jolm Cuthbert of Gastlehill answered that 
the sd. protest is contrary to the constant prac- 
tice of tnis and ot^er burghs, and to the Act of 
Parliament whereon it is founded, audi the con- 
stitution of this Church, and resffved power to 
l<imsi.>lf to auitwer the said protest at larse In 
foro Coinpetenti. Whereupon he protested and 
took Instrument. The said Castlehill protested 
likwavs that the Heritors objected against should 
be alfowed to vote in thi« present ellection, and 
took Instrument. The Moor, then proceeded to 
the calling of the Roalls, and some of the Ellec- 
tors havemg voted for Mr Alexander McBean, 
minister nt Douglass, Baillie James Dunbar pro- 
tested that a man who preaches not the Irish 
Language if not fitt to be called to an Irish Con- 
gregation, whereupon he took Instrument. The 
Roalls bf^ing called fully and voteis marked, it car- 
ried by a plurality of 41 to 24 that Mr Alexander 
McBean, minister at Douglass, be called to the 
vacancy in this p\nre. Whereupon John Onth- 
bert of Castlehill took Instrument and protested. 

"Then a paper subscribed by the merchants 
and GuiHi brethren of the Bnrgh of Inverness, 
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coDsistinff uf fifty-six subscribers, was given in 
and read. The terms whereof fc^owa, viz. : — 
Wee Subscribers, being merchants and Guild 
brethren of the burgh of Invemess, haveing taken 
it to our serious consideration, That by ane Edict 
served upon the last of January last by past in 
order to call a minister to supply the presemt 
vacancy of this place, occasioned by the trans- 
latdon of the Reverend Mr William Stuart, and 
finding that contrary to the usewall Oustome of 
this place the votes of approbation have not 
been called for or Enquired after : Therefore we 
doe think it our duty by these to «ignifv to the 
Honourable the Magistraties and Council of this 
Burjjrih, the Heritors and Elders and others, That 
we doe heartily and cheerfully approve and re- 
commend the calling of the Reverend Mr Alex- 
ander McBean, minister of the Qospell at Doug- 
la«8, to supply our said vacancy as the only fittest 
and mofit acceptable person to us, being fully con- 
vinced and assured of his ability t)o discharge all 
his ministerial Duties in the English and Irish 
Ijanguages to the satisfaction of all his bearers. 
In testimony whereof we have subscribed their 
putts at Inverness, this fifteenth day of Febry., 
1720 vears. Sic. Subtr. — John Cuthbert, &c. 

'^Baillie James Dunbar gave in reasons against 
the said call to Mr Alexander McBean, ami hi« 
dissent from it in name of the Magistrates and 
Town Council forsd., and craved the same might 
be considered and protested, and took Instrument 
thereon, the Tenor whereof follows : Primo, The 
benefice of the charge now vacant was given by 
Queen Anne out of her Roval bounty for the 
Edification of fifteen hundrecl Irish, so that tibe 
person to be called to th;it charge mu«t be in a 
capacitie upon has acceptance to instruct these 
Irish, and to take immediate cliarge of their souls, 
which we cannot suppose Mr McBean is in a posi- 
tion to do, considering that it is undenyable that 
he refused absolutely to undertake any part of 
the ministeriall function in that Language befor 
his removeall from this Country (and it is not tn 
be supposed) that by his haveing their severall 
years past (lived) in a countrv where perhaps he 
has not heard a sentence of Irish, he has become 
more qualified to undertake a charge in that lan- 
guage, so that the calling of him must at first 
view appear to be inconsistent with tihe Queen's 
•aid rift or mortification. T^e consequence must 
be either the taking away the benefice intirely or 
the putting it in the handn of some other mana- 
gers, who will take care to answer the charit- 
able designe of the Royal doner. 

**2ndly. Hie persons authorized by Lafw to 
call should consider that they act a« trustees for 
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itie said fifteen hundred Irish, and considerinff 
that it is the approven practice of the Church 
of Sootland that the people should hear and 
know the mun to be chosen for their minister, 
and that the callers shall have the consent of ttie 
heads of families. It will appear surpryseinff that 
people who profess to be Presbyterians sfiould 
impose n jierson on the Irish whom they never 
heard preach or perform any ministeriail work 
in their own Tongue, contrary to the liberties of 
the people and the Acts of the Church. 

3dly. This call must be carried on exactly ac- 
cording to the Constitution of the Church of 
Scotland, qch ia a condition expressed in the mor- 
tification itself, and if any Incroachments be 
made yron it will without question annull the 
call, and to give Mr IfcBean a call to a flock 
who never preached in their Language ft hitherto, 
hath declared it is contrary to common sence, as 
well as the Constitution of the Kirk of Scotland, 
and the exprass words of the mortification. 

''4thly. The call must bear expressly, accord- 
ing to 'the formula of the Assembly, the Ex- 
perience of the people, and the Suitableness of 
the gifts of the person called to their capacities, 
no doubt in their own Language, so that it must 
be thoioxht not very agreeabK to a good con- 
science ^r the callers who act as TVustees for the 
poor Irish to subscribe a call to "Mi McBean in 
these terms, because we are all convinced of the 
contrary. 

''5thly. There is ane Act of Assemblv for- 
biddins^ the Transportation of Ministers from 
Pariocheb whore noblemen have their diief Resi- 
dence, so that the calling of Mr McBean from 
Douglass, where dwelleth a Peer of the Highest 
Quauty, must unavoidably prove tedious, c^ulrffe- 
able, and uncertain in the Event, and therefor 
Wee, James Dunbar and John Hossack, BailUes, 
doe, for ourself and in name of ihe greater num- 
ber of the Magistrates and Town Council of In- 
verness, and all otihers who may adhere to us, de- 
clare our dissent from calling of the sd. Mr Mc- 
Bean, and crave it may be marked in the minutes, 
»nd ane Extract given out, to be presented to the 
Red Presbytery at their first meeting to cognise 
thereon, reserving liberty to enlarge and give 
in otiher reasons. In witness whereof we have 
Subt. their puts at Inverness, the sixteenth day 
of February, one thousand seven hundred and 
twenty yeain, Sic Snbtr. 

''James Dunbar, John Hossack, baillies." 
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No. X. 
MINISTERS. 

(Continued.) 

A call to the Rev. Aletzander Macbean was 
drawn up in form and subflcribed by the several 
electors who voted for his being called, as stated 
previously. It is unnecessary to quote ftur- 
ther minutes, which show the large ma- 
jority in favour of the call, Bailie James Dun- 
bar protesting. The Presbytery proceeded with 
the call. The Session appointed Commissioners 
to go to Lanark, and agreed **that tihey should 
have necessary charges (excepting) onlv Baillie Ja. 
Dunbar, who thougnt fit to give his dissent from 
it." The Rev. William Stuart, who had been 
appointed to attend the Assembly, also received a 
commission from tihe Session to act in conjunc- 
tion with the other Conmiissionera in prosecuting 
the call. On the 24tii of May the Session con- 
siders a letter from Mr Stuart asking 'Vhether he 
shall stay till the Presbytery of Lanark meet, 
which is within fourteen days^ and thereafter 
till they give sentence, which will be twenty days 
more" ; and this question being put to the vote, 
"it carried that he be desired to stay and wait upon 
the dyets of the siiid Presbytery untill they give 
decision in this affair," whicn illustrates the 
leisurely fashion then in vogue. In those days 
when men went) to Edinburgh* they acted 
in a manner consistent with the distance 
which separated the Capital of the Highlands 
from the Capital of Scotland, hence the Session 
seemed in no way surprised when Mr Stuart re- 
mained away not thirty-four but ninety-four days 
to finish the business. It is to be observed, how- 
ever, that he asked the consent of his Session, 
which is probably more than ministers would do 
in these days. This little visit of 14 weeks sad- 
dled the Kirk Session with an immediate debt of 
£500 Scots, which beinff unable or unwilling to 
pay, they granted a bond for. Some thirty years 
later the bond was still floating, but had then, 
with accumulating interests, reached the respect- 
able sum of £1200 Scots, the final payment being 
left to another generation of oflice-holders, a 
comfortable way of meeting debts. 

In connection with the election proceedings, 
the honourable appellation of "Mjr Lord Plro- 
vost" applied to tne chief municipal ruler of 
Inverness conveys the idea that even th^i the 
burghers were impregnated with just notions of 
the dignity which should appertain to their civic 
head. Mav tihe laudable amoition, if rather long 
deferred hope of a Lord Provost of Inverness 
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have a i peedy realisation. Both Mr MacbeMi and 
the Presbytery of Lanark were opposed to the 
translation, but he had nevertheleM to come to 
Inverness. On the 5th July 1720, we find 
tiie SeHsion appointing "the Moderator and 
Cast^ll-hill to writ*' to Mr Duncan Fcnrbes, advo- 
cat, to advise Mr Stuart at tfhe Commission of 
the Assembly." The stor^r of the call to Mr Mac- 
be.in is told in the following minutes: — 

•*2l8t May 1720. 

'*The wliich day, in presence of the Generall 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland, there wa« 

£ resented and read a letter from the Synod' of 
[urray, entrejiting the Assembly would give all 
suiUible concurrance and necessary directions 
aneint the Settlement of a Third Minister at In- 
verness. There was also transmitted from the 
Committie for bills a petition of the Magistrates. 
Heritors, and Elders of the Town andParoch of 
Inverness, representing tbit as the Town of In- 
verness, by itf< situAition, is a place of great con- 
sequence, being the key of the neighbouring High- 
lands, the people sunounding the same being for 
the most pairt Enemies to our Happy Constitu- 
tion in Church and State ; so the venerable As- 
semblies of this Church have always showed a 
distinguishing regard for the expeditious Settle- 
ment of that place with able ministers: There 
are three or four thousand Irishes, besides tihose 
tiaveing the Scot« in the said paroch, and the 
Reverend Mr Stuart the only minister to serve 
these for many vean past, Mr McKenzie, the 
Episcopal Incumbent, who possemed one of the 
Benefices, being for many years old, sickly, and 
incapable to discharge the duties requisite to 
that people, who but dyed in June last, which 
left ane unsupportable burden on Mr William 
Stuart, whose health is sensibly impaired for 
want of ane helper. The Venerable Assemblies 
of this Churcli nave, by many repeated' Acts, 
favoured the North, and particularly Inverness, 
M by Assembly Ninty-four, Act 'Twenty-one, 
Against planting ministers haveing the Insh in 
low land paro(*hes. and for Expeditious Settle- 
ment. Assembly Ninty-five. Act Twelve, As- 
sembly Ninty-seven, Act Sixteen, Assembly 
Ninty-eight, Act Thirteen, kc, 

"And therefore humbly craveing that it might 
please the venerable Assembly, nir the exprai- 
tious Settlement of the place and Mr Stuart's 
speedy relief, to recommend it to the Commis- 
sion of the Venerable Assembly to give such dis- 
patch as in their wisdoms theV should think fitt 
to any rail orderly proceeded that shall come 
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from the aforementioned Town and paiodi of In- 
verness to any minister having botfii the lan- 
guages ; and upon Appeal or Reference to deter- 
mine finally therein without waiting the S^od or 
Generall Assembly, according to uie justice and 
forsaid Acts of Assembly : 

*'The Generall Assembly haveing beard and con- 
sidered the said letter and petition, and tlie 
opinion of the Committie for Bills thereupon. 
They did and Ihereby doe refer to, and Instruct 
their Commission to hear, coniise, and finaly de- 
termine in any process that uiall be brought be- 
for them for planting the said Town and paroch 
of Inverness with a minister haveing both the 
Langua^ of English and Irish, and that with- 
out waiting the Synod"^ determination, or the 
sitting of uie next Assembly. 

^'Edinburgh, The Tenth of August, One 
Thousand and seven hundred and Twenty, The 
Commission considering that it is remitted to 
them to call, Cognosie, and finally determine in a 
process that shall be brought before them about 
planting of the Town and paroch of Inverness : 
and that ane Appeall was lodged in the Clerk's 
hands to this effect, They resolved to proceed to 
the Consideration tliereof to-morrow in the fore- 
noon. 

"Edr. The Eleventh of August, One Thousand 
and sev«n hundred and Twenty years. The Pro- 
cess and appeall of the Town onid Paroch of In- 
verness from the sentence of the Prby. of Lanark, 
unanimusly continuing ICr Alexr. McBean, Mini- 
ster at Douglas, in uie exercise of his Ministry 
there, and refuseing to transport him from thence 
to the said Town and! parocn upon t^eir call to 
him was moved, and parties being called, there 
compeared for the pursuers of the said Appeal, 
John Outlibert of Castellhill, Ane Heritor oi the 
paroch of Inverness ; and ICr William BtAiart, 
Minister of the Gospel there; and Mr Duncan 
Forbes, Advocat urti Elder of the said paroch ; 
and for his Grace the Dube of Douglass and 
paroch of Douglass. The Laird of Nisbet, and Mr 
Jam^'B Graham, Advocate, as pror. for the Heri- 
tors, Elders, and Inbabitanta of the said raroch ; 
and for t^he Presbyterr of I^anark, Mr Thomas 
Lumin and John Orr, Ministers, and also the said 
Mr Alexander McBean himself. 

''Parties being sisted, the Alssembly's reference 
of this afFaJr by the late Assembly to this Com- 
mission, the Call of the Town and parish of In- 
verness, duly attested and concurred with by the 
Presbytery of Inveme«s, Reason for transporta- 
tion and answers thereto. TTie sentence of the 
Presbytery of Tianark continuing Mr McBean at 
Pouglas. Appeall Therefrom, reason thereof, an<| 
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answen thereto were all read, and Mr McBean 
was beard to read his own reasons against his 
transportation, whidh he gave in to the Presbytry 
of Lanark, and his Qrace the Duke of Douejass' 
Letters signifying his desire to have Mr McBean 
continued at Douglass, were also read, and parties 
were fully heard ; particularly Mr McBean was 
heard to deliver his own sentiments with respect 
to his transportation, and* then the Commission 
being about to proceed to the Determination of 
the cause, a Brother was named by them to put 
up their prayers to God for light and direction 
in their reasoning about and determination of 
this affair. 

*'Ptayer being ended and! parties removed. Hiey 
did fully discourse of this matter, and after ma- 
ture deliberation thereupon the vote was stated, 
'Transport or continue,* And the Rolls being 
called and votes marked, it carried 'Transport* 
by a great Majority, and therefor ttie Commis- 
sion of the G^ene^all Awembly did and hereby 
doe transport the said Mr Alexander McBean 
from his present charge in the paroch of Douglaas 
to the town and paroch of Inverness, aoid ap- 
points him to goe and be admitted Minister of the 
sd. Town and paroch, betwirt and the third Sab- 
batli of October next, and appoints tlie Presbytry 
of Lanark to declare the Kirk of Douglass vacant 
upon the fourth Sabbath of the said* moneth, and 
parties being called in, the premises were inti- 
mated to them, and thereupon the Laird of 
Castellhill Asked and took Instirument in the 
CIerk*s hands. 



'Extracted by me Sic. Subtr. 

(Signed) **Nio Spenob.' 



"August 30th, 1720. 

"Mr Wm. Stuart, Modr., signified; tb the Ses- 
sion that he gave them ane account of his dili- 
gence when at Edr. in the prosecution of tiieir 
Call to the Reverend Mr Alexander McBean to be 
tiheir Minikiter, and that now be hade the satis- 
faction to present the Act of the Commission of 
tlie Oenerall Assembly which gave the finishing 
Rtroak to that affair in their favours. Transport- 
ing him from Douglass to Inverness, and Ap- 
pointint; him to enter his Ministerial! Work there 
after the second Sabbath of October : with which 
Report, the Session were well satisfved, and Ap- 
point the snid Act to be Insert in their Register.'* 

"Nover. 16tli, 1720. 

''The said day the Ministers, Magistrates, Heri- 
tors, and Elders in Session Gonveened, Weloomed 

17 
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the ReT^:«nd Mr Alexander McBean as one of 
their liinisten.*' 

"June 20th, 1721. 

"The Session appoint] that the following mem- 
bers may meet betwixt and next Session as a 
Oommittie, in order to Think upon ways and 
Means to pay the Commissioners Accompts. in 
prosecuting Jkir McBean's Call." 
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No. XI. 

The Rev. Robert Baillie, minister of the Second 
Charge of Inverness, notwithstanding strong in- 
ducements to leave Invemeas, remained minister 
of the town and parish till his death in 1726. 
He had. previously received calls from Qladi- 
muir in 1710, and from the Scots Oongregataon 
at Rotterdam in 1714, the latter call being re- 
noiii»ed in 1723. Mr Baillie was greatly respected 
in the Councila of the Church, and he had the 
honour of going to London to rejra^Bsent it, along 
with Carstairs in 1712. His som William was also 
one of the ministers of Inverness^ but 
died comparatively young. Mr Baillie had 
some difficulties with the town and 
Heritors of the parish about his manse, 
which bad become ruinous. There is an interest- 
uig entry in the minutes relating to 
the manse of the Second Charge. It may not 
be inappropriate to mention how the manse origin- 
ated. Shaw states regarding 0} and the glebe 
that John Annand (a friend of the great Mon- 
trose), minister of the Second Charge, and! Murd. 
Mackenzie, minister of the First Coarse (after- 
wards Bisnop of Orkney), **a bold, wSl-spoken 
man," with consent of Strichen, Patron ; James 
Cuthbert of Drakies, Provoet'; and James Rose 
of Merkinch, Commissioners from town and 
Presbytery to the General Assembly, held at 
Aberdeen,* 1640, did, with approval of the General 
Assembly, agree that the whole stipend due to 
said ministers for 1640, with 700 merks advanced 
bv the Magistrates, should be laid out in pur- 
chasing manse and glebe for tbe said Mr Annand 
and his successors in office. The deed is re- 
corded at large in the Synod register. 

*'Aprile 20tih, 1714. 

''The sd. day Mr WiUiam Stuart did represent 
that tbe Scots congregation at Rotterdame hade 
given a call to the Rev. Mr Robert Baillie to be 
their minr., with Reasons enforcing the same, 
which was to be tabled' before the Presbytrie the 
22 current. Which reasons he read with a letter 
from the Magistrates of Rotterdam to our Ses- 
sion, they appoint Provost Duff, elder, ftc. ; 
Mr Al. Fraser, late Baillie. tb represent the town, 
and the Lairds of Oastlehill and Kinmylies to re- 
present the Parish befor the next Presbytrie, ac- 
cording to the Commission given for tliat effect, 
the tenor whereof follows: — 

''At Inverness, the 20 of Aprile 1714. Which 
day tKe Session coDsidering the Reasona of the 
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Gall of the Scots Congregation at Rotterdame for 
transporting the Rev. Mr Robert Baillie, one of 
their ministers, from InvemesB to Rotterdame, 
and havelng considered our Droper answer* to 
these reasons, have appointed the persons fol- 
lowing, viz. : — ^Wm. Duflfe, late Provost of In- 
verness; George Cutbbert of Castlehill; Mr 
David Poison of Kinmylies ; Mr Alexr. Fraser, 
late baillie, as Representatives for Town ana 
Parish, to deliver the answers and defences of 
town and parish for continueing the Rev. Mr 
Robert Baillie, our minister, among us, and give 
what further answers either by word or writte, 
as shall by them be found necessarie to be given 
to the Rev. Presbytrie to meet at Inverness the 
22nd instant, and to doe everie thing also thats 
needful! for advancing the formi. end ; this in 
name and at the appointment of the Heritors and 
Elders in Session conveined is subscribed by Sic 
Subscribitur, Will. Stuart.^" 



»i 



'*AprUe 26, 1714. 

**The Modr. did inform that the Presbytrie 
hade past sentence continueing the Rev. Mr Ro. 
Baillie, upon which the Commissioners for Rot- 
tielrdame appealed to tlie GeneraU Assembly. 
Therefor it was thought fitt to commission some 
(me from this to represent the town and parish 
befor the sd. Gen. Ass., and after some delibera- 
tion it was resolved, and unanimouslv agreed 
on, to send a Commission to Mr James Cuthoert, 
minr. at Culross, to represent them, and defend 
the right of the town and pari&bi to the Reverend 
Mr Robert Baillie." 

"Oct. 15, 1717. 

"According to Intimation given last Sabbath, 
the Magistrates, Heritors, and Elders mett and 
oonfeired togethier about what the Reverend Mr 
Robt. Baillie wants of Town and Parioch, and 
that for eight years preceeding Whitsunday last, 
due to him as rent payable be them to him for a 
Manse, extending to Eight Hundred pounds 
Scots, whereof two jwirt^j payable be the Town, 
and a Third by the Hexitors of the parioch, and 
in Regard the Gentlemen Heritors did not so 
Chapterly meet, ordered' that a Circulat Letter be 
writen to them, Subscribed bv the Provost, Giv- 
ing them Intimation to meet l\iesday next, being 
the 22d instant" 

"October 22d, 1717. 

"According to former Appointment, the Pro- 
vost mett with the Ministers and Elders, Suppos- 
ing the Heritors would have mett in obedience to 
the Circulat Letter sent and subscribed by him, 
but some of them being tender, excused them- 
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selves by a letter, and others of them taken up with 
the HaLTvest could not meet. Hi^ Provost tolcf 
that he hade conferred wiUi some of them annent 
the matter, and did nut doubt their WiUingness, 
as also that the Council would take speedy 
Measures for Clearing their part.'* 

•^October 8th, 1723. 

*'By Reason of ane Edict in the Church of In- 
verness last Lord's Day, By order of Presby- 
tery, Anent a Call from the Scots Congregation 
at Rotterdam to the Reverend Mr Robert Baillie, 
one of the Ministers of Inveruees, the Session 
Therefor Entred first upon the Consideration of 
that Call and Reasons thereof, which Being Read 
with other Papers relating thereto. Aft6r Rea- 
soning Thereanent, Cume to this Resolution —1, 
That they with full and Inteer Harmorny, with- 
out an^ Contradicting Voice, doe Resolve to 
Maintain their Right and Title to the Ke/oreud 
Mr Robert Baillie, and by no means yield to this 
desired Transportation." 

"31st March 1724. 

^'Reported that there was Commission ffiven 
accordmg to appointment to the Reverena Mr 
William Miller, minister at Edinburgh, and Wil- 
liam Mackay, junior, mert*. , and that Mr William 
Stuait had writen a letter to the said >lh5ter 
Miller to which he had got ane answer Signif fing 
that the Prosecutors of the said Call had not in- 
sisted' on their appeal before the Commission, 
and that it*s Reckoned that this affair is at ane 
end, and the same appears by William Mackay'a 
Return." 

*Tebr. 22d, 1726. 

''It has pleased the Lord of the Vineyard since 
our last meeting, t6 our great loss and grief, to 
have Called from us By Death the Very Rever- 
end and Worthy Mr Robert Baillie, who had aa 
one of our Pastors Faithfully Laboured Amons 
us in the work of the Gospell for the Space m. 
Twenty-three years: 'He dyed the Eleventh of 
this Moneth." 

The tabulated list of ministers of the Parish of 
Inverness is continued below. They were 
all good and worthy men. In tLis list 
the names of Dr Rose and his son-in 
lahir, D^ Macdonald, complete an un- 
broken chain of ministers in Inverness from 1567 
down to living memory. Dr Rose declined this 
honour of being Moderator of the General As- 
sembly. Both names are still affectionately re- 
membered in the community, especially that of 
Dr Macdonald, whote brilliant pulpit oratory and 
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elevated and scholarly style 0Q<n never be forgot- 
ten by those who had the privilege of hearing him. 
His great gifts were acknowledged and appreci- 
ated beyond the bounds of his immediate sphere. 

Ist Charge (Continued). 

1763 — Mnidach Mackenzie, A.M. (from 2nd 

Charge), died 1774. 
1774— Robert Rose (from 3rd Charge), died 1799. 
1800— Patrick Grant, A.M., translated to Kil- 

tarlitv November same year. 
1801— Alexander Fraser. A.M. (from 2nd Charge), 

died 1821. 
1821— Thomas Fraser, A.M. (from 3rd Charge), 

died 1834. 
1852— Donild Macdonald, D.D. (from 2nd 

Charge). 

2nd Charge (Continued). 

1751 — Murdach Mackenzie, A.M. (from 3rd 

Charge), translated to Ist Charge 1763. 
1763 — ^Alexander Fraser, A.M. (from 3rd Charge), 

died 1778. 
1778 — (Jeorge Watson, A.M. (from 3rd Charge), 

died 1798. 
1798 — ^Alexander Fraser, A.M. (from 3rd Charge), 

trauKlated to Ist Charge 1801. 
1801— Alexander Rose, A.M., D.D. (from 3rd 

Charge), demit ted 1850. 
1834— Alexander Clark. 
1842— Donald Macdonald, D.D., to Ist Charge, 

1852. 

3rd Charge (Continued). 

1727— Daniel Mackenzie. A.M., died 1730. 

1751— William Baillie, died 1739. 

1741 — Murdach Mackenzie, A.M., to 2nd Charge 

1751. 
1752 — Tames Grant, died. 
1754 — ^Alexander Fraser, A.M., to 2nd Charge 

1763. 
1763— Robert Rose, to 1st Charge 1774. 
1775— Georpe WjUsou, A.M., to 2nd CJharge 

1778. 
1778 — ^Alexander Fraser, A.M., to 2nd Charge 

1798. 
1798 — ^^Mexander Rose, A.M., to 2nd Charge 

1801. 
1801 — Thomas Fraser, A.M.. to 1st Oharse 

1821. ^ 

1822— Alexander Clark, A.M., to Ist Charge 
1834. 
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No. xn. 

THE KIRK SESSION. 

The duties of the Kirk Session become more 
onerous and varied in time. The body continuet, 
however, to be thoroughly representative, from 
the lairds downwards, in the social scale. But all 
the proceedings are conducted with a cordiality 
and unanimity which speak well for the personal 
relations between the members. There seems to 
have been an entire absence of domination in 
any form. One of the elders is described as an 
armourer. Among them are also the names of 
Duncan Forbes, i^vocate; John Forbes of Oul- 
loden, Provost of Inverness, and it is a curious 
fact that the name of Lovat is among those of 
the Kirk Session who subscribed the formula in 
1716, a copy of which was reproduced in. the 
Session minutes under date July 3, 1729. , 

Nominations to office were sometimes accepted 
with perturbation, if not with absolute reluc- 
tance, and were occasionally declined altogether. 
The epitome of the elders' duties given below 
might well cause men to shrink from undertaking 
the office, however honourable. Two peculiar in- 
cidents are recorded^ the refusal of the Session to 
attest the Commission of Bailie Hossack to the 
General Assembly, and the protest of the Session 
against the action of the Presbytery in refusing 
to admit two ruling elders from the Kirk Session 
of Inverness. 

The unusual spectacle of reprimanding and sus- 
pending an elder, and the somewhat cavalier treat- 
ment of another elder's widow are unique and 
interesting reading. 

"July 25th 1721. 

"The Session unanimously agreed on the fol- 
lowing distribution of their Respective Bounds of 
the Town to the Several Elders aftemamed, in 
reference to which the Session Recommended to 
ihem these Articles, viz. : — 

"Primo. That Elders Strictly Inspect the Chris- 
tian Behaviour of persons and Families in their 
Said Bounds use their utmost Intrest with Heads 
of Families, to perform the Worshipe of Qod 
daily in their Houses, and take pains to Instruct 
their Domesticks in the first Principalis of Re- 
ligion, Exhort them to the Sanctification of the 
Lord's Day by themselves, Children, and Ser- 
vants, and attendance on publick Ordinances. 

**2do. That They Diligently Enquire after the 
Testimonials of all New comers to any house or 
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family within yr Respective Bounds, and present 
to the Session a List of Suob as <want Teatimoniala, 
and of Such as are Idle, and have no Imployment. 
That Tliey may use the methods most proper in 
that Ckse. 

"3to. That they take notice of the Circum- 
stances of the poor in their Bounds, and acquaint 
the Session who are the most Neoessitous and pro- 
per obj(tits of Cliarity themn, and! see that no 
Countenance or Support be given to such as are 
Idle, tho' able to work, or Such aa are Vicious or 
profane. 

"4to. That Such in their Bounds as refuae to 
hearken to their admonition for preaerveing 
peace and good order in their Families and Neigh- 
bourhood, they Inform the Minister of their 
Quarter for the time therewith, that if their Con- 
junct Admonition prevail not for the Ends above 
Said, Such disorderly persons may be delated to 
the Seasion and Censured, as the Cause shall de- 
serve. 

"5to. Over and above what may be aft«rwards 
concerted by the Magiatrates and Session for 
perambulating the Town in General to prevent the 
profaneing of the Lord's Day, It's hereby recom- 
mended to the Elders to take Notice of their own 
Bounds on that day that there be no open abuses 
or Idle Crouds or Wandering of People on their 
parta of the Streeta. 

"The distribution of the Respective Parts of 
the Town to the Severall Elders is aa Upon the 
following page. 

"Kirk Street (East Side). 

"1. Baillie William McLean, from the Common 
Vinnel to the Cross, together with the South Side 
of the Said Common VinneL 

"2do. Baillie William Fk«ser, from Baillie Bar- 
bour's House to the Said Common Vennel, with 
of the Said Common Vinnel (EVaser St.). 

"3to. Baillie Dunbar, from Hugh Angus House 
to Barbour's Inclusive. 

"4to. David Geddes, from Hugh Anffus House 
Downwards to the Sconce Eaat Side of tne Street, 
takeing in the houses belonging to Mr Baillie's 
Qleib. 

'TCirk Street (West Side). 

"1. Baillie John Hossack. from the Tolbooth 
to his own house, including the water side. 

"2do. Collector Stuart and Alexr. Eraser, from 
the Vennel at Baillie's Hossack's to BaiUie James 
llomson's Vinnel. 

"3to. Baillie James Thomson, from his own 
Vinnel to the Church Yard Vinnel. 

"4to. John Eraser, from the Cborch Yard Vin- 
nel to tbe Peer. 
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"Bridge Street (North Side and South Side). 

"Id. Donald Grant, the whole North Side from 
the Bridge to the Tolbooth. 

"2do. Thomas Alves, from the Bridge to his 
owii house, and the Close he lives in. 

"3to. James Kinnaird, from the said Close to 
the Castele Street, Including the Castlewynd. 

"Bewest the Water. 

"Id. GeoFffe Maekilligin, from his own bouse 
Along.s the Water Side to the Green of Muir- 

"2do.' William Neilson, from George McKilli- 
gin's house alon^ the Waterside to the Green of 
Muirtown ExHuhive. 

**3to. Provost Alexander Fraser, the Bridge 
End to the Goose pool, both sides of the Ven- 
nel. 

"4to. Bail lie David Fraser, from Donald Buie's 
house to the Green of Muirtown. 

"5to. AlexMnder Chisolme and David Miller, 
from Alexr. Chiwlm^s own house All to West and 
North, with the Green of Muirtown and Mark- 
inch, with the Vennel that Leads to John 
Stark's. 

"Castle Street (West Side). 

"1. William McInto«fti, Treasurer, from the 
Comer to his own house. 

"2do. Jolin Poison, from William McIntoshe*a 
house to his own house. 

"3to. Angus Mcintosh of Culclachie, from 
John Poison's house to the head of the Street. 

"Castle Street ((East Side). 

"Ito. Duncan Grant, from the Comer of the 
Street to the Barnhill Vennel, and the North Side 
of the Said Vennel. 

"2do. Robeort Ijow, the Southside of the said 
Vennel to Mr D.ivid Scot's (3oee. 

"3do. Mr David Scot, from his own house to 
young Ciilolachie's Inclusive. 

"4to. William Shaw, from young Culclachie's 
to the , togetiher with the Haugh 

and the families on the Hill. 

"Castle Street (North Side). 

"1. David Angus, from the Comer to David 
Grant's house Inclusive. 

"2do. Gilbert Gray, from David Grant's house 
to the East Side of the Vennel tbat leads to the 
back of the Town. 

"3to. Alexander Mcintosh, the East Side of the 
Said Vennil to William McWirich's Bam. 

"4to. Gilbert Gordon, from the Comer of the 

18 
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Castle Street to Alexander Hoidaod's Land In- 
clusive. 

''5to. David Hoome, from Alexander Thomaon'i 
Land to the Barn-hill Vennel Inclusive. 

"Back of the Town. 

''6to. David lilunro and James Murray, from 
the Barnhill Vennel to Thomas Tulloch's, in the 
BaiTonrv, Inclusive. Gillies McBean, from his 
own Kiln to Gilbert Gow's on that side his Kiln 
is in." 

''August 8th, 1721. 

''The Session the Clerk to have a Coppy of all 
the Directions for the Elders to Each Elder a 
Coppy, and tihe Session will Consider his pains, 
and pay him for it, And that against next Ses- 
sion day." 

"Octor. 17th, 1721. 

''He Session Appoint Tliomas Alves, Mert. in 
Inverness, and George McKilligin, Apothecary 
yr. , two of the Elders who have Subt. the Con- 
fession of Faith, According to the Act of the 
Genii, ^semblv thereanent, to attend the Very 
Reverend the l^nod of Murray, who are to meet 
at Foirres the Last Tuseday of October, or when 
or where they shall happen to meet, Willing to 
attend all the dyets thereof, to Consult, Vote, 
and Determine in all matters yt. shall come be- 
fore them, to the Glory of Qoa and the Good of 
his Church, Conform to the Word of Gkxl, the 
Confession of Faith, and Acts and Constitution 
of tlus National Church, And that th^ attend 
the Respective dyets of the presby. of Livemeas 
from the dyet of this Synoa to the next Synd. 
thereafter whereon Act." 

"Aprile 3rd, 1727. 

"Compeared Alexander BaiUie, Town Clerk, 
and presented a Commission from the Magistrates 
and Town Council of Inverness, Electing John 
Hossack, late Baillie and present Dean of guild, 
as their Conmiissioner to the emsueing General 
Assembly, and asked thereto the attestation of 
this Session. Which Commission being Read, 
and the Said Alexander Baillie Removed, the 
Session Reasoned sometime thereon ; then the 
Question being put. Attest or Not, and Rolls 
Called and Votes Marked, it C^ied by a Con- 
siderable plurality of Voices Not. Wherfor, the 
Session do Refuse to attest the Said Commis- 
sion, because it appears to them the Said Baillie 
Hossack, upon theur Conmnission to him to at- 
tend the Presbytery, acted a part not Agreeable 
to the Inclinations of his Constituents, or the In- 
terest of this Community, in useing his utmost 
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Endeavoun to prolong the Tacancv, and upon t^t 
point did openly before the Presbyterj and in a 
paasionat manner, Reproach oar nreaent Minister 
for a Neglect of his duty, Which wee know no 
ground for, and when the Minister Required him 
to Condescend on particulars, he answered he 
did not Re^prd what he Required, and Untill 
this Matter is adjusted, the Session see no Cause 
to Attest a Commission to the Said Baillie Hos- 
sack As a fitt person to be Member of the Supream 
Judicatory of this CSiurch. 

^'Baillies William Fraser, Thomas Alves, John 
Frafier, Gilbert Gordon, and Mr David Scot dis- 
sented for the Reasons following, that the said 
Baillie Alves being Appointed Member bv the 
Sei:.sion to attend the Presbytery Equal to baillie 
Hossaok, did not see nor Could learn that Baillie 
Hossack did postpon the Declareing of the 
Vacancy, or to the Detriment of the Community, 
and If there was a few paasionat words past m- 
twixt Our Reverend Minister Mr Alexander Mo- 
Bean and him. In his humble opinion did not 
Amount to a Reproach, and If the being absent 
and the Matter not Judged, Can not hinder why 
the Said Baillie Hossack should not be attested 
As A Member to the General Assembly, and that 
what is Aliedged is altogether unknown to the 
plurality of voices in Session who vote to the 
Contrar of his being Attested As a memb^. 
Thereafter Alexander Baillie, Town Clerk, beinff 
Called in, the Act of the Session was Read and 
Intimat to him, whereupon he protested against 
tlie said sentence, and appealed To The Very 
Reverend the Presbytery of Inverness, at their 
first meeting, for Reason to be given against 
Eight of the Clock to-morrow liominff, and 
thereoipon took Instrument in the Clerk nandls, 
and Required the Moderator to Cite to the sd. 
Presbytery the Session to Compear befor the sd. 
preby. to-morrow afternoon, and that the Cleik 
may transmitt the Commission with an Extract 
of the Act of Session and Reasons of Appeal to 
the Presbytery.' 



If 
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No. xra. 

John Hossack, with whom the Session dealt so 
summarily in the preceding article, by refusing 
to attest his commission to the Assembly, lived to 
btcome Provost of Inverness. If a trifle conse- 
quential, he was nevertheless a man of some 
character in his time, and some good stories of 
him still survive. One is that after Culloden, 
actuated by motives which did credit to the good- 
ness of his heart, he visited the apartments of the 
Duke of Oumberland to urge upon his Grace the 
wisdom of tempering judgment with mercy. 
Whether the moment was inopportune or whether 
he pressed the point not wisely but too well, can- 
not be said, but the result was that in «n aston- 
ishingly short time, he " found himself " precipi- 
tated downstairs, bruised in his feelings and per- 
son. Surely never before nor since did a Pro- 
vost of Inverness suffer such indignity. Another 
story told of him is that when the Government 

Sroposed in 1747 to erect at Inverness Fort- 
George, which had been blown up in the previous 
yeaj by Prince Charlie's Highland army, he 
offered such strenuous resistance and influenced 
his brother magistrates so strongly against it, 
that the proposal was abandoned, and the Fort 
was eventuaUv erected at Ardersier, at a cost of 
£160^000. The secret of ail the opposition was 
that Provost Hossack had pretty daughters, and 
he dreaded the fascination of the soldier officers. 
One learns with a glow of comfort that he married 
one of them at least safely into the bosom of 
the Ohurch. She became the wife of Rev. 
Murdoch Mackenzie, of whom it is recorded that 
he was so impressed by his own oratory that his 
feelings frequently souc'ht relief in tears. Happy 
Miss Hossack ! and no lees happv Mr Mackenzie, 
for with the daughter he succeeded to most of the 
Provost's property, including the ground on which 
the " Courier ' Office now stands. 

The following are further extracts relating to 
the Kirk Session. The first is the declaration 
which had to be signed by office-bearers : — 

"July 3d, 1729. 

"Wee, the Ministers and the Church Session 
of Inverness, dk) own the Confession of Faith of 
the Church of Scotland Ratified in Parliament, 
1690 and 1707, to be the Confession of our faith. 
Wee also own the Presbyterian government Now 
Settled by Law, in Kirk Sessions, Presbyterys, 
Provincial Synods, and Generall Assemblys, to be 
according to the Word of God, and the only Go- 
vernment of thia ChuToib, axMi' that wee will sub- 
mit thereto and Concur therewith, and never en- 
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deaTcmr directly or indirectly, the preiudice op 
Supervision thereof; and tmit we will obfeerve 
uniformity in worship and tlie administrations of 
ordinances within this Church, as the same are 
at present performed bv Presbyterian MiniBteni. 
In witness whereof we have subscribed these pr^ 
sents at Inverness, this ninth day of October, 
One Thousand Seven Hundred and Sixteen years. 

"Sic Subtr.— 

Robert Baillie, liinr. 
Will. Stuart, Minr. 
Lovat, Elder. 

John ForbcB, Elder, Cullodin. 
Duncan Forbes. Elder, bis broyr. 
George Cuthbt-rt, Elder, Castlehill. 
Alexr. Eraser. Elder, Prov. Eraser. 
George McKiligin, Elder, Surgeon. 
John Eraser, Elder, Tre«u«urer. 
William McLean, Elder, Baillie. 
Dun(!an Grant, Elder, Mert. 
James Thomson, Elder, Baillie. 
James Dimbar, Elder, Baillie. 
William Eraser, Elder, Bailbe. 
D.ivid Eraser, Elder, Baillie. 
Robert I>ow, Elder, Burges. 
Donald Grant, Elder, Burgee. 
David Hoome, Eider, Mert. 
William Shaw, Elder, Glover. 
David Angus, Elder, Glover. 
James Vaus, Elder, Glover. 
Will. Mcintosh, Treasurer. 
James Porteous, Elder, Taylor. 
Gilbert (irciy, Elder, Wigmaker. 
David Geddes, Elder, Cooper. 
David Millar, Elder, SmoKer. 
James Mackay, Elder, Labourer. 
John Fra.^er, Elder, Labourer. 
Ludowick Young, Elder, Labourer. 
Alexr. Taylor, Elder. G. 
Rodrick Lrmihart, Elder, G. 
Gilbert Goraon. 
William Xeil*on, Elder, Mert. 
Gillies McBean, Elder, Burges. 
David Scot, Elder, pomseller. 
John Hojwaok, Elder. Baillie. 
James Murray, Elder, Mert. 
David Stuart, Elder, OoUer. 
Alexr. Eraser, Elder, Burges. 
Thomaa Alvea, Elder, Treasurer (of Ship- 
laud). 
George Rcxlger, Elder, Captain. 
Alexr. Chisholme, Elder, Oouper. 
Alexr. Mcintosh, Elder, Mert. 
David Munro, Elder, Labr. 
John Poison, Elder, Glover. 

Robert Edwards, Ok. Sett.** 
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Dr ThomoB Alves of Shipland mentioned above 
WciK the maternal CTandfather of the late Oolonel 
Inglis of KingsmiTls. Captain Rodger owned a 
small schooner, with wbicli he traded between In- 
verness and London, and would be the (xnirier of 
thi* day between Inverness and the world at 
large. 

"18 AprU 1769. 

"The Session understanding that the Presbetry 
at their last meeting had refused to admitt tihe 
two Ruling Elders Chosen by them the 21st of 
last month to attend the next meeting of Senat 
(sic) and Dyets of Presbetry. till then attending ; 
that the Session of Inverness, notwitlbBtanding 
there are two CoUodget ministers there, have no 
right to Chose no more than one Elder there : 
The Session apprehending this conduct of the 
Presbetry's to be a manifest Letion to them, as 
it deprived tliem of a priveledge hitherto enjc^ed 
by them, and wa« Contrary to the Acts and dbn- 
stitutions of the Church, w'hereby it is expressly 
declared tliat Colled get Kirks where there used 
to be two or more ministers, are to be Considered 
So Many Distinct Parishes ; thev therefore did 
resolve to Complain to the Very "Revd. Senat of 
Murray to meet this month at Forres. Accord- 
ingly, a scroll of Complaint being drawn up and 
approven, was ordered to be signed by the Modtr. 
and transmitted by him to the Modr. of the Senat 
for the above purpose." 

"13th Decemr. 1791. 

" The Session considering that John CcJly, 
Elder, by his being married bv Bishop McFar- 
lane, haa ^ven Offence, particularly his shuffling 
Conduct m having engaged two of the Pariah 
Ministens to perform tne Marriage, ajid having 
Disappointed both, with other aggravating Cir- 
cumstances. The Session consider this as an 
Insidt upon their Societv, and after reaeoning 
there anent, the^ resolved that John Collie sbaU 
be sharply repnmanded before the Session, and 
for the space of two years prohibit him from exer- 
cising the Office of an Elder. He \b appointed to 
appear next session." 

"30th March 1779. 

"The Session Appoint Mr George Schiviz to 
give the Widow of Thomas Fraaer, Elder, Ten 
Shillings Str. On Account of the Regard they had 
for the Deceast, and not to be furaier trouble- 
aome to the Se-ssion. 

The Session appt. the Precentor, either by him- 
self or another, to Read the Lord's Word each 
Sabbath both forenoon and! afternoon fnmi the 
beginning of the Skeilat Bells till that of the 
Miniffter^a begixL" 
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No. XIV. 

The intereet of the Seasion in the reform of 
manners was not confined to Sundays, aa will be 
seen ; but it is to be regretted that the improve- 
monto in public morals were of slow growth, 
despite all efiforts to raise the tone of toe com- 
munitj. The conditions attached to testimonials 
read strangely, showing as they do the very re- 
stricted freedom enjoyed by tne people. The 
abuse of Sabbath is always a pressing question ; 
among the minor offences are fishing, carrying 
peats, and leading the com, and unfortunately 
there are always cases of the grosser abuses, such 
as drinking, swearing, &c., which, according to 
certain authorities of our own day, the higher 
culture and latter-day ciyilisation nave not even 
now entirely eradicated. A minister under 
whose notice came this record of the remote 
habit of cursing and swearing, has called atten- 
tion to the fact that it wa« only on Fridays it 
was si)ecially bod. He therefore inferre'd that 
nearly all the swearers came from the country on 
market days, and that on other days Invemeas 
was comparatively free of the evil practice. The 
distinction is rattier fine for the lay mind, but 
there is no reason why we should not take what 
consolation the suggestion affords, that after all 
Inverness was not so very wicked in this respect 
then or now. It is an easy transition 
from servants without testimonials to stranger 
beggars and vagrants. The Session's endeavours 
to deal effectuadly with them are plainly set down, 
but although it invoked the aid of the civil law, 
beggars continued to increase and thrive, and 
*'ate up the meat of the native poor, to their 
great prejudice." 

•15 Aprile, 1712. 

"The Session address the Magistrate to have 
the abuses which are to frequent upon the Sab- 
bath Day restrained. And the Miaffistrates hav- 
ing appointed one of their officers, the Session ap- 
f>()inted two of their Elders to goe together with 
iim, whether befor. at, or after Divme service, 
and write down a particular attempt of the abuses 
and i>er8ons guilty, and make report thereof to 
the Baillie Court, to be held upon Monday there- 
after.'' 

'♦Aprile 7th, 1721. 

"Tlie Session being Informed that a great many 
Abuses happen upon the Lord's Day by People s 
wadking on the streets and drinking in Ale 
Houses in time of Divine Service, did appoint 
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that the Elders who attend the OollectioxiB shall 
perambolate the Streets, and observe and Reprove 
Abuses, and Apply unto the Constables to In- 
cai'serat the dilinquent as they shall find Cause, 
and that they Report till the next Session there- 
after." 

♦'June 20, 1721. 

"Delated the following persons for fishing upon 
the Lord*8 Day a Eight a Clock at Night, John 
Dingwall, John Eraser, Allan McDonald, Robert 
Poison. "Dbe officer was ordered to Summond 
them to the next Session. They compeared and 
confeased their sin ; they were seriously exhorted 
to rei)entance, and ordered to compear before 
the (congregation next Lord's Dav, and be re- 
buked." 

''November 19th, 1725. 

TThe Moderator Acquainted the Session of 
his being well Informed that one Thomas Fra««r, 
alias Kent, and his wife Catharin McDonald, had 
profaned the Lord's Day last bygone by Drunken- 
ness, Quarreling, and Fighting, the Danperous 
Merks whereof are viseable in the face of the 
said Catharin : Therefor he had given order to 
Summond them before this Session, together with 
Witnesses, to Attest the Said Scandalous Mis- 
carriage in Case by them Denyd, and the Said 
Thomas Eraser Being Accordingly Called, did 
Compear, and Being Interrogate upon the Said 
points. Acknowledged the same, and Therefor 
Witnesses were not called. And he Appointed to 
Compear before the Congregation Three Sab- 
baths successively, and to Begin the next Sab- 
bath. And his wife, Catharin McDonald, Being 
found Innocent, Excepting in that She went 
with her Hufiband in time of Divine Service to 
Walk, for which she was Sharply Rebuked and 
Exhorted." 

•'January 26th, 1725. 

"John McBean, in Altnaskiach, Being Called, 
Compeared, and Being Interrogate According to 
the Delation given in against him. Answered 
That Upon Sabbath was a Fortnight he gave 
orders to his Servants, As he Exprest, to Save 
his Corns and peats from the wind. Upon which 
Witness Being Called, Compeared John McKen- 
zie, Ane Unmarried Man, Aged about twentv- 
two years, and Being Sworn and purged of Malice, 
and partial Councu being Interrogat, Deponed 
that the Peats were Carried in on the Sabbath 
Evening forsaid, and when he was Enquired 
whither he saw them Carried in on a Barrow, he 
seem*d first in a Demurr, but at last was Brought 
to that he Saw one. 
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"James Mackaj, Ane Unmarried Man, A^ed 
about Twenty Years, Compeared, and beinff 
deeply 8 worn and purgd of Malice and partial 
Council being Interrogate Deponed Cumprace^ 
denti. 

"Oatharin Fraser, Ane Unmarried Woman, 
Aged about fifteen years, Beinc' sworn and {nirgd 
of Malice, and partial Council being Interroijat, 
Depone<l Cimiprncedentibus, with this Addition, 
that the Peats were ordered fo be taken in, but 
not the Com. 

"The Session deffer the Consideration of thi» 
affaT till their next Meeting." 

It appears to have been dropped. 

•'November 29th, 1720. 

"The Session Appoint Thiit the Ministers, with 
Two Elders and one Magistrate, doe attend upon 
The Fridays in the Market place, in order to ob- 
serve those who curse or swear, That the Magi- 
Ktrute then present shall fine the offenders ao- 
cordin to I.*aw. This to be Done every Friday 
untill a Reformation be seen, and appoints for 
the next Friday Mr William Stuart, Baillie David 
Fraser, John Fraser, and William Neilson, and 
so one by Seniority of Ministers and Ma^ts. , and 
Thev to Clioose any Two Elders They please." 

"Januarv 7th, 1724. 

"The Session Recommend to the Magistrates 
and Miniates To goe tlirough the Streets upon 
tlic Fridays, Because of the Frequency of Curse- 
ing and SVearin^j on that dnv, and that they goe 
in their Seniority, The Eldest Maoist rat and 
Eldest Minister to Begin, and soe on. ' 

"Deer. 24th, 1717. 

"Tlie Session Appoint that Elders may be nom- 
inal to ^oe tihrough the whole parts of the Town 
and Tentorv, In order to give in full lists of nil 
Masters ani Servants, with their names and par- 
ticular parts, who are Town's people, amd who are 
Strangers to the End that those who want Testi- 
monials might be made to account both Masters 
and Servants, as accords in Law and Agreeable 
to the Ijawdable Customs of this Burgh. And for 
that end Appoints Baillie James Dunbar and 
Baillie William Fraser for to jfoe Through the 
EsHt Street, and Baillie James Thomson and Wil- 
liam McLean to goe through all the Houses of 
the Kirk Street, and David Hoome and Rodrick 
Urquhart to goe through the Castell Street, and 
William Neilson and Alexander Chisholm to jroe 
through the Bridge Street and bewest the Water. 
This work is to l^gin to-morrow, and all of them 
to Report next Session day." 

19 
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No. XV. 

The following are further minutes relating to 
the flubjiect of testimonialt : — 

"Janur. 2l8t, 1718. 

"The Session considering the state of the burgh 
with Respect to Testimonials, and that the Laws 
of the Land do require that those who come from 
one place of the Kingdom to Another either 
to reside or sojourn should be duly quali- 
fied bj passes and Testimonials Conoeming 
their former good behaviour from those Compe- 
tent in Law to give them, And considering aiso 
that within these few ^ears bygone manv new 
residenters do now live in the Burgh as Masters 
of Families, who have not brought testimonials 
along with them, and that many oad persons doe 
Shelter themselves in this Burgh who Cannot sive 
any Satisfieing account of themselves, And fur- 
ther Considering the report of the Com- 
mittie which they apppinted to Search 
into this affair and prepare such Over- 
tures Concerning the future Regulation 
of this liatter, as mey should find! just : After de- 
liberation upon the whole, the Session Apnointed 
as follows, namely — Primo, That the names of 
all persons who are notoriouslv Scandalous be 
^ven to the Magistrates that they may be pun- 
ished according to the degrees of their Scandals 
as accords ; 2do. That publick Intimation be made 
from the pulpits in both Churches after Divine 
Service in the forenoon, that all the Indwellers 
in the Burgh, both old Inhabitants and new Resi- 
denters, whether Masters ore Servants, who either 
have Testificats, or being old inhabitants, bom 
and bred in the place, Neid no Testimonials, That 
they attend a CK>mmittie of the Session upon the 
days aftennentioned. The old inhabitants are to 
attend to prove and verifie that they are such, 
and need no Testimonials, that their Names and 
designations may be recorded accordinglv in a 
book for that purpose, and the new residenters 
and Servants who have testimonials are also to 
attend the said Oommittie with their Said Testi- 
monials, that they may be Judged, Appro ven and 
recorded ; and for preventing confusion the Session 
appoint that all inhabitants in the Church Street 
Shall attend the Committie of the Session in the 
Library upon Wednesday next, from Nine fore- 
noon to twelve, and all the Inhabitants in the 
East Street upon the Said Wedneeday. from Two 
afternoon till five, And that all the Inhabitants 
in the Castell Street Shall attend the Committie 
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upon Thursday next from Nine to Twelve fore- 
noon, and «>11 tne Inhabitants in the Bridge Street 
suid Be west the Water, upon the sd Thursday, 
from Two to five afternoon; 3to. The Session 
appoint that all Masters of families and Servants 
who have not brought Testimonials along with 
them shall use their diligence to purchase them 
within a lloneth after the Intimation hereof, and 
that after the sd Moneth is elapsed they nroduce 
them to be Recorded, as shall be T)ublickly Inti- 
mated to them, Appointing wit hall that all Such 
ais Shall Neglect to purchase testimonials against 
tlie time Appointed Shall t>e proceeded against 
a H ordin^ to the Laws of the I>and and Statutes of 
the Burgh. And Appoints our Clerk to give ane 
Extract hereof to each Minister that Intimation 
may be had as above next Lord's day.' 



K 



•Mav 2l8t, 1723. 

*'Tlie Session Appoint that Intimi^tion be made 
in both Churches jNext Ixtrd's Day that non Re- 
ceive Servants into their Families without Testi- 
monials." 

"January 2l8t, 1735. 

"John Fraser, Dean of Guild, having Represent 
that the Magistrates have been at great pains to 
tind out Vairarent Persons that Lurked in this 
Town and oblidged them to Remove from it: 
Wliicli Representation being Considered, The Ses- 
sioi) d<(l Appoint the Moderator in their Name to 
Give The Honble. Magistrates their Most humble 
and Hearty Thanks for that good office, and ap- 
pointed that Intimation be Made from both Pul- 
pit« next Lord's dav. That no Masters of Familys 
take into their Howes any Servants without 
Testimonials, Either Male or Female, And all 
such a.s are now Servants not having such, are 
Appointed A Moneth*s time to get them. At 
Which Time All Families will m Visited for 
that End." 

"Octor. 18th, 1720. 

*'It being Moved in Session that the Town was 
(tpprest with Stranse Beggars who Come in great 
Multitudes from other ptiroches and provinces to 
this place to the great prejudice of the ooor of 
the place : The Session therefore thought it their 
duty to Address tlie Honorable of the place for 
doing in that Matter as they thought fitt according 
to Law, And Appoints Ane Extract hereof to be 
given in to the Council the First Council day, 
and the Magto. present promised to put the Law 
in Execution in tnat affair." 

"Aprile 10th. 1722. 

"It Being Represented by the whole Elders that 
a great many Beggars haunted tha Town, who 
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f J-* native poor, to their peat prejudice. There- 
_)r the Seeaion did Unanimouslj agree that all 
the Native poor in the place who are Beggars 
■boll have Bnges of DiitiDotlon. made of baixl 
peuter, with luvemwB u[)on E&cb of tliem. And 
that they i>e all numbered Arcording to the 
Number of the poor; and Hereby Appoiiita 
David Hoome, Ciiuri^li Treaaurer. to Employ 
any peut«rer he thinkii proper to Oast tbem, ana 
Report next SeMion." 

■■May IStb. 1722. 

"Dnvid Hoome Repurted that he had caused 
iii^tke Meddolii for the poor of The Town and 
Pivisli Acconling to Appointment. Which being 
Onaidered by 'Tbe SeBsion, Tbev did Appoint 
T)i:it all tbe Beggars in Town and' Country Be 
Warned to Come lo the Cbunli-Yard, and Uiat 
a Committie of tbe Elders me«t theie upon Thurs- 
day next, in order to See tbe Said Ueddals or 
Uag«« Delivered tbem." 

"May 29th, 1722. 

"Keported That alE tbe Beggars were Oon- 
veened, and Received tliuir Tinges to the Num- 
ber of 36." 

■'gih June 1778. 

"The SessiuD Appoint Intimation to be made 
from both Pulpits first Lord's day. Th^it tbe Con- 

SegatioQ should with bold their Charity from 
mimoii beggJiB Ibat Sit at the Kirk Entry. A» 
it is their Common Piactire after worship is be- 
gun, to return to their Several Abods. and not 
attend Divine Service." 

"21 Febr. 1792. 
"Tbe ProToat represented to the Session that 
the Magistratea. obaerving with Concern the 
great increase of the Beggars who of late cronded 
Uie street* of thia place, and that a great num- 
ber of tbem appear to have come from remote 
parts of the Country, who tho' they may be Ob- 
jects of Compassion, are certainly not ao well In- 
titled to a relief from tbe Inliabit&nts as the 
Natives of tbe Town and Purish, or those who 
having spent a Life of useful Industiy among 
them, have become destitute by age or Infirmity, 
They Judge it ubaolutely ueceBsary that eudenv- 
oura shouM be uaed to check this growing Evil, 
and it occuiB to them that the most likely man- 
ner of accomplishing this will be by selecting the 
real and detervins Objects, bom in the 'Town 
and Parish, or aucti as have after an Indnatrioiu 
Life become indigent thro' Age or Disease, from 
tbe idle and vagarent who at pment rob the de- 
•erriug Poor ; and they have with a riew to tbii 
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procured Badges, which they wish to distribute 
in Concert with the Ministers and Session to 
those who upon strict Enquery shall be found en- 
titeled to them. 

**Which being considered by the Session, they 
give their sincere approbation to tlie Me^isure, 
and in compliance with the proposal from the 
llagistrates, they appoint Donald Fraser^ Cate- 
chist, to use his utmost diligence in making^ out 
a certain list of all the Poor, who are either 
Natives of the Parish and Town, or have spent a 
great part of their lives ireproachably in it, and 
that he give in such a List eight Days hence to 
Hevd. lAr Fraser, describing in the List the place 
of Residence of each Object, their Age, the Per- 
sons with whom they, and the time they have been 
begging in the Parish." 

"10th AprU 1792. 



"In consequence of a Resolution entered- into by 
the Magistrates and Ministers on February 21st 
respecting bestowing Badges on the Beggars who 
arc natives of the place, or «uch as have spent a 
great part of their time industriously therein, 
Tliey according met this Day. and did distribute 
Badges to a number of very needy Persons. The 
Session recommended to tfie Ministers to request 
the Congregation to regard these poor Persons 
to whom Badges are given as objects of their 
Charity." 

•*3 July 1792. 

"The Session appoint that some of those who 
have got Badges to entitle them to beg pnblickly 
shall be put on the List of the Poor, who receive 
the Charitv of the Sacrament." 
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No. XVL 

Among the multifarious duties of the Kirk 
Steaion was that of looking after foundlings, 
whom they disposed of as beut tliey could, gener- 
aJly by handing the children over, with a pit- 
tance, to some poor person in the commumty. 
Tbti iSe«8ion always took up the search for the 
parents with grea4> zest, and never seemed to 
weary in the quest, but they often displaced 
unnecessary, and, indeed, unreasonable, imta- 
tion when* pressed for payment for the keep of 
the foundlings. One sees them groaning in spirit 
as with a bad grace they have to disburse some 
small sum for such pitiiul maintenance as they 
gave, which with strange irony was described as a 
"heavy load on the poor's funds." They acted 
^*eiry much in die same way towards those 
orphans who were so unfortunate as to be left 
to their care. In one case they record that "they 
do not think the orphan should be a burden any 
longer, seeing she is eight years, and can travele 
about for her bread." It is easy to see that be- 
fore her, poor child, there lay a rough road in 
life's journey. To the poor, as distinct from 
common beggars, and the casual poor, the Kirk 
Session consistently show the utmost kindness, 
and as far as their means allow, they relieve their 
necessities. The lamentable condition of the 
poor is a freouent theme, aiid all kinds of plans 
are considerea for the purpose of relieving their 
straits. About 1783 the destitution in the town 
seems to have been very great, and resulted in a 
power from the Exchequer to grant relief in the 
form of meal, peet, and bear (barley). General 
compassion seems to have been aroused, and after 
this a number of benevolent persons sifted sums 
to the Kirk Session for the benefit c3 the poor, 
but notwithstanding all the poverty in the dis- 
trict, collections continue to be oidered for ob- 
jects far removed from the Highlands, and with 
which its inhabitants had little concern, such as 
"for Cha«. Epsome, of York, who lost his all by 
fire," and' for the Harbour of St Andrews. One 
deserving object for which coUectious were made 
was the Aberdeen Infirmary, which deserved well 
of the Highland Capital. On the principle that 
what is worth getting is worth going for, the 
collection was made by a house to "house visita- 
tion. Others of the collections, although not 
strictly local, were well designed and useful, such 
as the collection for translatine the Gaelic Bible, 
and- that on behalf of the widows and orphans of 
Avoch fishermen who "had be<»n drowned in a 
storm in the Moray Firth. Reference is made to 
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the InBtitution of the InvemeM Infirmary, and in 
the record! proposals are made for a c<^Iection for 
the m&intenance in it of 'the insane indigent of 
this town and parish. 

"August 30th, 1720. 

'The Session Considering a petition giv^n in 
by the Han t/hat has tlie found Child, Wherein 
he CraTes Two years and ane half s Board Rest- 
ing him. the wnich if the Session will pay he 
eomises in the said petition never to Seek any 
ore from them fcir the Said CSiild ; or if they 
will take the Child away from him he will seek 
nothing of what m Resting. Which beinsc Con- 
sidered by the Session, They did Appoint That 
HUl be d^awn upon Alexander Chisolme, penalty 
theasurer, for The said Two year and ane halfs 
board, which Amounts to tlbe Sume of Fifty 
pound Scots." 

'Tebmary 12t'h, 1734. 

*The Session Appoint Alexander Mcintosh, 
penalty theasurer, to affoard out of the fir^. and 
Readiest penAlty Koney in hi^ handn. n Boll of 
Oat Meal to Collen Phraser's Spouse for Main- 
taining the Foundling Child in her Care." 



*'16th January 1764. 

"It was reported to the Session that about two 
o'clock this Morninj^ a Male Child was laid down 
at the door of Baillie Pheneas McIntosh*s house, 
which was discoyored by the Infant's Cries, and 
he haying ordered his Servants to take up the 
Child and bring it in lest he should perish with 
Cold, he thereafter sent it to a proper person, to 
be taken care of, till the Session should Concert 
what was to be done in the affak.** 

**16th January 1764. 

'The Session having considered the above re- 
port. Appoint that the Elders should be divided 
into different Parties, and Perambulate the whole 
Perish with a Constable and Burrow officer, to 
find, if possible, the Mother, and at the same 
time that proper Civre be taken of the Child." 

DISTRICTS. 

Kirk Street — Donald Munro, Donald Fraser 
Wright ; William Chisholm, Constable ; Mrs 
Hampton, midwife, and Mrs Hendry ; Alex. 
Munro, William Murray. 

Bewest the Water—John Munro cooper; 
James Fraser, smith ; Widow McCoilroy. mid- 
wife 

East Street and Barronry — Jno Grant, Alexr. 
ffraser. shoemr. ; Jno. Gilzean, constable ; Mrs 
lisuder. 
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New Street and Vennels-^no. Fziuier, eboemr. ; 
Alezr. Fraaer, glover; DouaJd Mackenzie; Iso- 
bel Fraser, midwife. 

Bridge Street and Ca«tle Wynd»— George 
Scheviz, Wm. McPherson, David Dunbar, 
constable. 

Oaetle Street— William Grant. Hector Scott, 
Alexr. McLeod, Alexr. Fraser, constable; Mrs 
Robertson, midwife. 

Clachnabarrv, Muirtown. and Kinmylies, and 
the Bught' — .Tno. Fraser, in Balafery; Jno. 
McAndrew, Jno. Fraaer, in Kinmylies ; and bring 
Rome honest woman along with them. 

From Dunean to the Lochend — Donald 
McAldonich, John Munro; and to bring a Dis- 
creet woman along with them. 

Essick, Torbreck, Knocknagial — J. Holme, 
William Baillie, Hugh Ropa. David Denoon ; to 
bring a Discreet woman with them. 

Oulduthel, Londuach, Altnaskiach — Alexr. 
Munro, Kenneth McKenzie, and to bring a dis- 
creet woman. 

Bogbain. Inches, Castlehill, and Kint^millns, 
Little Drakies, and Cradlehall, &c. — ^William 
Fraser. Jno. Mackenzie, Donald Munro. and to 
bring a discreet woman with them. 

Easter Drakies and Culloden, with the Moor — 
Jno. Noble, Hugh Clark, Thomas Fraser, and to 
bring a discreet woman wt. them. 

Instructions to eacJi of the above districts: — 
That they pass no house whatever without search- 
ing. That they take a strict Accot. of any 
woman that has left the family, or of any 
Strangers that has lately come into any family, 
and that the Midwifes be told they are to make 
their Report on Oath. 

The Wife of Jno. Anderson, glover, offering 
herself to nurse the Child, and being recom- 
mended as proper for that purpose bv a Mid- 
wife, the Session appointed Andrew Murray. 
Hospital Treasurer, to give the Nurse an half- 
guinea for the last Quarter." 

"24th January 1764. 

**Tb6 Elders appointed to visit the different 
parts of the Parish in order to find out the mother 
of the Foundling child. Reported that After the 
most diligent Search, they could make no Dis- 
covery. John Fraser, in Ballaferie, reported 
that one Ann McDonald went with Child from 
the house of Clerk Fraser, but knows not where 
she now is. Jno. Noble renorted t^at there is 

on<» Mary . with Child, now in the house of 

and service of James Clark, in Ballin loch, in 
Culloden. She is appointed to be Cited against 
next dvet of Session. 
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"llie Session appoint the Clerk to write to 
James Smith, to Enquire narrowly about one 
Ann McDonald, wlio went from here to Strath- 
ern with Child, especially at the house of Don- 
ald Fraser that liyed Vt Culduthel, now at 
Polocbaig, and Report. 

"A petition was given in by Jno. Anderson, 
glover, for a plaid- and Clothing to the Nttrte 
and foundling child. The Session Appoint Mr 
Andrew Murray to advance twelve Shillings Stg. 
to buy a plaid and three yards Plaiding for the 
said Child." 

"12th June 1764. 

'•The Moderator reported to the Session that 
to huB personal knowledge the Parents of the 
Foundling Cliild was discovered. That by Pre- 
cognition taken by the Sheriff, it was found that 
Isobel Clark, daughter to Alexr. Clark, fifarmer 
in Easter Geddes, waa the moyr., atnd that 
McPhail, late servant to the said Alexr. Clark, 
was father thereof. 

"Mr Alexr. dark, mercht., and one of the 
Elders of Session, reported that the Above ClaaiL, 
grandfather to the said Child, came to Town, 
and had agreed to pay what was advanced by the 
different i&ssion Treasurers for the maintainance 
of the said Child, and had delivered the money 
to him accordingly, and had taken charge and 
burden of the Child off the Se6sion*s hands. 

"The Session appointed Mt Alexr. Clark, 
mercht., above mentioned, to pay into the 
Several Treasurers the money they had ad- 
vanced for the foundling child, and ba they 
Judged Thir^ Shillings too small ane Allowance 
for Donald Fraser, wright, his Services as pre- 
centor for 9 Months, They appoint Ten Shil- 
lings more to be added thereto, and Appoint Mr 
AiSrew Murray to advance the said Forty Shil- 
lings to Dond. ffraser. Extract hereof to be 
given him." 

"22nd Decern. 1779. 

"The Session Considering that the Foundling 
has for twelve Months past been a heavy Load 
on the poors' funds, and that it is Customary in 
such casea to Solicit the Charity of Individuals 
for Support and Mantinance, knowing that the 
Humane and benevolent will be ready to Bestows 
Libraly Somethingupon an Object of Sjrmnathy 
and Comnassion, They therefore appoint tnat a 
Cdlection be Made up for the above purpose on 
Sabbath Come, being the Second day of Janu- 
ary next. And Intimation thereof to be Made 
first Lord's day from the Pulpit Immediately 
after Public Worship, and before Dismissing the 
Congregation." 

20 
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"Ist October 1782. 

"The Session apuoiut George Scliiviz to give 
Twenty Sbillinffs Str. for the Support of the 
two Orphans tul a farther Session Meet, and 
When any Penalty is Got in, to give a Blanket 
to the woman who has them." 

*'22d August 1786. 

'The Session Appoint Mr Schiviz to Clotlie 
the orphan Fundling to the Amount of ten or 
twelve shillings, and They do not think that 
she should be a burden any lon^rer on the Ses- 
sion, seeing she is eight years of age, and can 
travle about for her Bread." 

•'13th Octr. 1788. 

''The Session continue the Orphan Girl till the 
first Feby., and after that period they determine 
to bestow no more upon her." 

'10th June 1794. 

"The Session considering that tlie relations of 
the Orphan Boy Fraser, maintain'd for some 
years by the Kirk Session, are deeireous to take 
the Burden of the Child themselves. The Ses- 
sion, therefore, withdraw the Weekly allowance 
of a Shilling a week bestowed upon him, and 
appoint the same to be ^ven to tbe Orphan 
Black, recommended by Miss Reid, Torbreack." 



"11th Novr. 1794. 

"A petition was given by Orphan Fraser, whom 
the Session put off their Funds in June 10th, 
1794, to make room for Orphan Black, request- 
ing Aliment. Althou^ the Session thought that 
the Boy's relation* would have taken charge of 
him, it seems that nothing has yet been done 
reupecting the cl)arge of him. The Session there- 
fore appoint that Twenty Shillings be siven to 
support him for the space of Twenty wedu. The 
Session also requested of Bailie Youn^ during 
the space above mentioned to use his mfluence 
with the Boy's relations to take the charge of 
him, as the Session are determined to abide by 
the Resolution of the 10th June." 

"25th Augt. 1795. 

"Notwithstanding the former Minute respect- 
ing Wm. Fnuser the Orphan, for several reasons 
the Session appoint that he be continued for a 
year from this date, that the Woman who keeps 
him be paid from the date of the former Minute 
when the Orphan was to be discontinued, and 
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also tbat Bailie Young be pleased to ffive him a 
Suit of Clothe« ; also it is recommended to Came- 
ron that he be sent to School, and that be at- 
tends it/* 

"27th August 1805. 

"The Session appoint that the Orphan, Charles 
Ansley, be dothed with a Coarse Suit and two 
Skirts." 
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No. xvn. 

The following are further extracts relating to 
the poor : — 

••30th Deer. 1712. 

"Wm. Biach, pyner, haveing supplicat the 
Session for some supply in order to pay the 
funerall expenses of nis mother, because he 
had nothing liimself to pay for it, Tlie Session 
order their Church treasurer to give him four 
pounds Scotts for that end." 

"1st June 1714. 

••The 8(1. day Januot Ifelntosh, spouse to James 
Reid, glover in Inverness, did supplicat the Ses- 
sion for so much money bb mignt satisfy the 
Doctor for cutting her child and cureing him, 
because she was not able her self to defray the 
expense of it, the Session, considering that their 
treasurer was not present, and not knowing if 
he hade so much to spare, did appoint their 
Clerk to draw up a paper testifying the truth 
of the matter, audi to recommend her to the 
charitable contribution of all within the Town 
and Parish for that end." 



••8 March 1715. 

•'Ordered that intimation be made from pulpit 
next Lo. day of a Contribution to be made 
through botn churches for the poor in the 
place. 

••May 13th, 1718. 

'•According to farmer Appointment, the 
several Elders gave in their lists, and appointed 
the persons folu)wing as a Committee to put all 
the Said Lists into one, and to Class them into 
Three Ranks according to their merit and neces- 
sity, Reeerveing a power to the Said Committee 
to keep a Reserve for Honest people of Reputa- 
tion, whose nece«sity is groat, although they In- 
cline not to Seek. The Committee is to consist 
of the persons following: — Mr Robert Baillie, 
Mr William Stuart, Baillie Alexander Eraser, 
James Dunbar, Dean of Guild, James Thom- 
son, I^ate Baillie William Neilson, John Fraser ; 
and they are appointed to meet this da^ at 4 
a Clock in order to Receive lists for distributing 
of the forsad Collection of 170£ 7S 2D." 

'•Feb. 27th, 1722. 

•'The Committee Appointed for to Draw up 
overtures Anent the Relieveing of the poor in 
their Lamentable Condition, and for geting of 
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Cloatha for the two Idiots, gave in the overtiiret 
following : — 

''Primo, That the Setsion by Ane Act Appoint 
a publick Oolleotion in Bo<^ Churches for Re- 
lieveing the Necessitys of the poor, And that In- 
timation thereof be made Next Lord's day in 
both Churches in the forenoon. That the Said 
Collection is to be uplifted Sabbath Thereafter: 
Which being Oonsiaered by the Session, they 
did approve thereof, And apts accordingly. 

''2do. It was Overtured that enquirie should 
be madie Into the Voluntary Contrioution which 
waji taken up in this Town for Redeeming the 
Captives in Ifequenes, and if its found that 
there is any Remainder of it that may be of Use 
to our present purpose, that it be Recommended 
to the Cdlectors tnereof in conjunction with ye 
liinisterB to Enquire the Gkntlemen Contribu- 
tors if they Shall think it proper to bestow that 
Remainder f<M' the Use of the poor of the place 
in their present straits. Whico Overture being 
Considered by the Session, They did Approve 
thereof, And appointed Accordingly. 

''Sto. It was Overtured That in regard there is 
nne Act of the Parleament of Great Brittain ap- 
pointing a fund for repairing or building our 
churches as Need require, that thereffor the Ses- 
sion may address the Honourable Magistrates 
and Council of this Burgh to allow the Kepara- 
tion Ifoney from the date of that Act, if anv 
Such Money be in the hands of our Churcn 
Treasurer to goe for the present Relief of poor 
objects within the Town and parish. The Ses- 
sion Approve thereof, and appoints ane Extract 
hereof to be Given to the Cmincil at their first 
Meeting.'* 

*lfarch 20th, 1722. 

"Mr Robert Baillie reported tnat according to 
appointment he, in Conjunction with others, ad- 
dressed the several Gentlemen within the Town 
of Inverness, and enquired them if they would 
allow what remains of their Contribution for the 
Relief of their friends who were in Bondage at 
Mcquenes, being thev are now Redeemed by the 
King's Bountv. to be disposed and distributed 
for the Relief of Necessitous Families in the 
place, and seeing all were willing to dispose of 
their proportions, a very few excepted!. There- 
for the Session did appoint Mr Robert Baillie, Mr 
William Stuart, Baillie Thomas Alv€« to OaU 
for the Remainder from Baillie John Stuart, and 
Recommends to the Elders to brino: in a list of 
the Most Necessitous Families behaveing them- 
selves honestlv, against next Session dav. ' 
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'*2iKi July, 1783. 

'The Seflsion having Reed, a letter from the 
Exchequer respecting the distribution of grain 
for the support of the poor, and the same being 
read before the Heritors and Members of Ses- 
sion, they appoint the Elders to bring in lists 
against 5 o*Clock To-morrow Afternoon. 

"2nd September 1783. 

"There was a letter presented to the Session 
from Simon Eraser, Esq*.. Shiriflf-Depute, which 
beinff reaid, imported that he had a nower from 
the Exchequer to give one hundred and thirty- 
eight Bolls in Peat, Bear, and Meal, for the poor 
of this and parish." 

"15th Octr. 1783. 

"Hie Heritors and Elders having met in ses- 
sion to Concert proper Methods concerning the 
Meal arrived for the poor of this parish, have 

?:iven it as their opinion that intimation be made 
rom the pulpits first Lord's day that such of 
the poor as intend to purchase the Meal attend 
on Munday and Tuesday next, and have ready 
Money in their hands at the rate of 6{6. per peck, 
and WB.t also there mav be intimation immedi- 
ately made by the hand Bell that such of the poor 
as mean to buy apply to Mr Eraser or any of 
the Ministers for an order who are to be preferred 
to others, and that a number of ^em may join 
together and give in a note of Such Quantities 
they take, and ready money to be criven with 
their note of the Quantities, and no quantity less 
than a furlot be given at a time." 



>» 



'*23(1 June 1795. 

'It was represented in behalf of the Country 
part of the parish that none of their poor received 
any benefit from the Weekly Collections on Sab- 
bath days, and therefore begcjing the Session to 
take into consideration the Propriety of afiFord- 
ing them some relief out of the said Collection 
somewhat in proportion to what the Qaelic con- 
gros^tion contributes to the Public Charity." 

''Qth July 1790. 

"Mr Collie, Elder, reported that Colonel 
McDowal, of the 79th Regement, gave him five 
Guineas from the Regiment for the Benefit of the 
Poor of the Parish. That the half-crown arising 
from the Marriage Fund be added to the Weekly 
Collection to enable the Elders to be more liberal 
in putting poor on the weekly list." 
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'•13th March 1781. 

"The Session Appoint Mr Alexr. Fraser, Mini- 
ster, and John Grant, Elder, as a Committee to 
speak with the Magistrates the Necessity of 
having a Collection among the inhabitants in 
Town and Parisli in order to be transmitted to 
the Managers of the Infirmary at Aberdeen, which 
has been a long time neglected, and of ba<lJ Con- 
sequence to Many distressed poor people who are 
refused the Benefit of the Infirmary. 

**20th March, 1781. 

''Tlie Setfsion having considered that there has 
not been a Collection for the Infirmary at Aber- 
deen for these Twenty years past, and that 
several diseased persons have been sent from 
this place, and notwithstanding our neglect to 
collect for so long a time, the Manatrers till 
v.»iy lately received objects into the Infirmary, 
and treated them with as much care and atten- 
tion as if regular Contributions had been made 
and remitted to them ; but believing that no 
Contributions were to be expected from this 
place in future, they at length resolved to re- 
ceive no diseaiied from this place or parish, and 
accordingly Returned Objects reconmiended to 
them witnout administrating any advice or medi- 
cine. 

''The Session therefore appoint Intimation to 
be made first Lord's day from the pulpit that a 
Collection might bo made on the Monday fol- 
Icwing." [The following seems to be the inti- 
mation.] 

"The Session having considered that several 
vears have now elapsed since any Collection has 
been made for the Aberdeen In&mary, and that 
the President and Managers there(»f have notwith- 
standing been in the constant use of receiving 
the number of sick Objects recommended to them 
from this place and Parish without any hesita^ 
tion, many of whom returned home in health. 
Therefore the Session came to a Resolution of 
Cc>ncerting with the Magistrates what is the most 
proper manner of making a suitable return for 
this favour. The Session appoint the Ministers 
as a Committee to converse with the Magi- 
strates respecting the above, and also respecting 
the common Beggars.** 

'*9th Feb. 1796. 

"The Session appoint that Intimation be made 
from the Pulpit for a Collection to the Infirmary 
at Aberdeen the second Sabbath of March, that 
the Collection shall not be at the Church doors, 
but by the Ministers and Elders in different dis- 
tricts of the Town.'" 



n 
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"17 Feby. 1789. 

"The Revd. Mr Frasec rei)orted Uiat he re- 
mitted to tiie Revd. Mr Kemp sixteen pounds 
five she. and threepence stg., oeing money col- 
lected through the Town to help the Transla- 
tion of the Bible unto Qallic, and for which 
Sum he presented Mr Kemp's Kecdpt." 

"4th July 1792. 

"The Committee appointed by the Session to 
collect Money from the Oharitable and Benevo- 
lent of the Town in behalf of the old men's and 
young Families of the Parish of Avoch, whose 
Husbands and' Cliildren were lat'ely drowned, 
having met, and having given in the Money col- 
lected, amounting to thirty two .pounds five shil- 
lings, they transmitted the same to Mr James 
Smith, Minister of Avoch." 
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No. xvm 

MANAGEMENT AND EDUCATION. 

The monetary and buBiness transactions of the 
Kirk inkflsion appear to have grown with tlie 
times, but frum tirst to last the Session did not 
neglect their duty in small things. They buried 
the poor because they were obliged to do so, but 
others they also buried' by acting as money 
lenders for the occasion, as on July 22, 1712, 
when they ordered "that bill be drawn upon their 
Treasurer to advance the sum of twenty shil- 
lings sterling for defraying the expenses of the 
deceased John Robertson, Dean of Guild Officer, 
his funerals, and this to be repayed to the Church 
Treasurer by the Representative of the said De- 
funct when his debts are got in.'* For nearly a 
century, too, they lent money to the Town Coun- 
cil for all kinds of purposes, including that of 
putting the finishing touches on the new Court- 
House and Jail (17/2/1789). About 14 jears 
earlier, John Howard, the philanthropist, visited 
Inverness in course of a tour through Scotland on 
the inspection of prisons. He reported **The 
Tolbooth of Inverness has no fire-place, and is 
the most dirty and offensive prison that I 'have 
seen in Scotland." Sometimes the Session's 
sybteni of finance was simplicity itself, but yet 
not without design, as in their instructions on 
one occasion to their Treasurer, whom they order 
to pay to Alexander Brodie the sum of £12 Scots, 
and appoint him to take no receipt for it. 

They controlled and set tacks of two stretches 
of fishing on the Ness (one, called Inches fishing), 
at £40 sterling, e«ich cobles fishing, and not un- 
mindful of the interests of the community, they 
earned, if they did not secure, the gratitude of 
the town and parish, by reserving to the in- 
habitants a supply of salmon fiX family uses dur- 
ing the whole of the fishing season at the equiva- 
lent of a penny of our money per lb. They also 
gave tacks of farms and mills, such as Gallow- 
hill and Milnfield, and Kingsmills, which they 
let after intimation at the Ooss, according to 
appointment Tlie phraseology is pecuUar, and 
is probably meant to cover more tlian appears. 
"Whereupon the officer was ordered to call if 
there be any person or persons who design to 
have a tack of Gallowmoor and Milnfield, let 
them appear instantly, and whoever offers most 
shall carry it, and they being called three severail 
times, and none appearing, it was given to Paul 
McPhail." lliey required coUatoral lecority 



l62 Inverness Kirk Seasion Kecorcts. 



with the "principle borrower," they sold their 
houses to good advantage, and then invested tlie 
money to better puq)ose, and conducted tJieir 
opereUiions to the extent of being prosperous and 
almost enviably successful. 

In 1723 the regiment nicknamed "Kirke*s 
Jjambs ** was stationed in Inverness, as appears 
from an entry recording the frailty of a certain 
Margaret Sligo. In tlie same year there is a refer- 
ence "about cutting trees of tlie old bridge under 
the water." probatoly some of the supports or 
8tumi>s of the old wooden bridge which 
fell in 1664. Tlie Session at the time 
of the Rebellion stored the bread for the King's 
Army in the Kirk Officer's house, and some two 
years later they recovered a rent for the use of 
it. which is a further proof of the Session's de- 
termination to Ivave their rights. 

The records give an occasional glimpse into the 
industiiul habits of the communitv, and so we 
learn that in the early part pf tlie eigliteenth 
century the prosecution of the fifhing industry 
was important in Inverness, and even Sessioa 
meetings had to be postponed to suit it. On 
July 14tli, 1719, "the Session considering that a 
great nuiny of the members of Session will be 
employed about the Haring (herring) fishing, 
they did appoint their next meeting to be upon 
the* 8th day of September next." There was 
al)out the year 1750 a company in Inverness for 
encourdging manufactures. Tliey rented a loft 
above the libniry in Dunbar's Hospital. It is in- 
terestina; to learn, although rather difficult to be- 
lieve, that so much lint was stored in the loft 
that the weight of it broke the great joists, and, 
as might be expected, the Session, saw to it that 
the Company repaired them. 

The Records bear witness to the slow but in- 
evitable changes which time brought about in the 
•'religious observances" of the community. On 
October 7th, 1712, "it was ordered that* sermon 
begin Sabbath next, half ane hour before nine in 
the morning, and intimation to be made thereof 
from pulpit next Thursday." Singing without 
reading tne line was practised in most Scottish 
churches by 1761, and the High Ku:k of Inver- 
ness of course adopted this new evidence of pro- 
gress and learning. About the close of the 18th 
century Sabbath Evening Schools were estab- 
lished. 

The record of tlianksgivings is nearly blank, 
except in the early registers, but no doubt this 
simply arose from changed methods of keeping 
the registers, and did not mean that there were 
no thanksgiving days. On 5/12/1786. the Presby- 
tery oonsidered the expediency of appointing a 
day of thankagiTiug for the faTourable int«rposi- 
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tion of ProTidence in the latter end of harrest, 
and left it to the Sestdons to express tlieir public 
acknowlednnentfl on a week day or a Sabbath 
day, whichever was most expedient. The Ses- 
sion of Inverness judged it more expedient to do 
so on a '^Lord's day, evidently unable to spare 
one of their own for the purpose. The weekly 
Tuesday preaching flickered according; to circum- 
stances, but a struggle wa« made to keep it up. 
It is also evident the weekly Sunday Evening 
Catechising had a big fight for existence. 

Alas that it sliould have to be written, to- 
wards the end of the century the moral decadence 
of the Session became marked. The members 
themselves, to do them justice, realised that they 
were falling awav from their former state of great- 
ness. They ordered the minutes of Session not 
to be given out except by approval of one of the 
ministers (12/7/1789), and for this there must 
have been a good reason, but. worst of all, they 
resented the outside talk regarding their affairs, 
and the evidently unfavourable criticism to which 
they were subjected, and then they gave a sure 
sign of their downward course ; they stooped to 
the very questionable process of using tnreats 
towards the unworthy tale-bearers of their body 
(lS/1/1790). *'The Session considering that their 
business is carried abroad and untnie liberties 
taken with them, they hereby resolve to censure 
an/ one of their members who may be guilty of 
such a trespass." 

Educational matters do not figure so largely 
in the records as some other things, but the his- 
tory of public education in the town can be traced 
throughout the pages, and it is clear the Session 
gave what encouragement they could to teachers 
and students, but their funds for the purpose 
were always low. The entries are quaint : — 

*7tli February 1716.— The Session ordered bill 
to be drawn upon David Hoome for 10s sterling, 
to be given to William IConroe, student of Phii- 
ofiophie, he being now upon his journey to the 
Colledge and staniding in need." ''Lachlan Shaw 
Burser, got twelve pounds Scots, Alexr. 
McCk>mie, a young man of genious, was granted 
three pounds sterling to assist him in prosecuting 
his studies at College." 

The Master of the Qrammar School, who com- 
plained of old, still complains, and indeed is al- 
ways complaining, that nis salaxj is in arrears. 
The resignation of Mr Jafray in 1712 led to con- 
siderable friction between the Session and the 
Magistrates regarding the patronage of that im- 
portant position. The Session, while reserving 
their claim, acquiesced for the sake oi peace 
in the appointment made by the Magistrates. In 
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the next appointment the Session appear to 'have 
reasserted themselves, and the appointment was 
A mutual one. The invitation to applicants fol- 
lows : — 

*'Aprile Ist, 1718. 

"The Session and Magistrates, takeing to their 
consideration that the Grammar School of this 
tlurgh is to fidl vacant at the term of Whitsun- 
day next, being the 15th day of May, did appoint 
that ane edict should be served Sabbath next 
after publicke worshipe in the forenoon, inviteing 
all skilled in Humanity duely attested for their 
good Principalis and Loyaltv to come to the said 
Burgh and Debeat publickly befor the Presby- 
try, or other ways submit to Tryall, with all 
promising that such that are left qualified and 
deserving sdiidl be preferred." 

In the year 1719, a strange and unauthorised 
schoolmaster set up a school, and began to teach 
in the Green of Muirtown, to the consternation 
of the lawful instructor of the parish youth. The 
complaint reads as follows in the Kirk Session 
minut<,'S: — 

"Ap. 28, 1719. 

"Mr George Steele, Master of the Grammer 
School, haveing represented that he is discour- 
aged in his work by a great number in the burgh 
and parioch who support Mr Donald Forbes, to 
sett up another Granniwr School in the Green of 
Muirtown, did intreat that the Session might 
take it up to their consideration, and propose 
some remedy, which representation being con- 
sidered, the Session did referr it unto the Presbv- 
try to examine Mr Forbes by what authority he 
sets u^ a school there, and next that the Ministers 
lay this befor the Magistrates that they may give 
orders to the Burgesses of Inverness that they 
may not support such ane unorderly man, and 
if need be that the affair likewise be laid befor 
the Justice of Peace." 

The planting of Raining's School in the town 
marked an epoch in the education of young In- 
verness and in that of the youth of the Highlands 
generally. The correspondence and regulations 
relating to this school, which has hud so marked 
an influence on the Northern youth for nearly 
200 years, cannot fail to please many, nor wiU 
the record of the bequest of Mr Hector Fraaer 
(now incorporated in the Inverness Royal Aca- 
demy Scheme, 1887) be read without in- 
terest. Mr Hector Fraser's bust, by West- 
macott, still adorns the Academy Hall. 
Tlio letters from Aberdeen University regarding 
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Dr FraBer*8 Bursariee will also be read with satis- 
faction, as they point to the careful nursing of a 
fund to which a number of our promising stu- 
dents have been indebted for timely aid down to 
the present day : — 

**Septer. 21»t., 1725. 

''A Letter from Mr Alexander Dundas, Doctor 
of Medicine, and Preseise to the Society for Pro- 
pogatein^ Christian Knowledge in th« High- 
lands and Itdands of Scotland, was presented be- 
fore the Session, and Read, and it Being Anent 
An Importanent affair, viz., of Raining's Mortifi- 
cation for a School, &c. The Consideration of it 
was Referred to the Committie on the Hospital 
Accompts. 



»> 



**Nove-. 30th, 1725. 

•*A letter was produced from Nicol Spence, 
Secretary to the Society for Propogateing Chris- 
tian Knowledge, dated Nover. Eighteenth, one 
thousand seven hundred and five, shewing that 
Mr Rainning's School is to be settled at Inver- 
ness, upon tJhe terms offered- by the Town and Ses- 
sion in their Correspondence with the Said Society 
for that effect, with which the .Session are well satis- 
fyed, and do Recommend to the Ministers and 
Magistrates to prepare an Act of Session about 
George Duncan's Mortification, so farr as by their 
liCtters they have obliged themselves to anex a 
certain proportion thereof to the said funds dure- 
ing the continuance of the said Schuui with us, 
and Repoit their Diligence this day fortnight, 
and in the Mean time delivered the said Letter 
to the Vlagistrates in order to prepare what is 
proper for them on the pairt of tne Town, in 
order to the settlement of the said school. And 
the said Committie are appointed to meet on 
Thursday next." 

"August 23d, 1726. 

"The Conmiittie Appointed to Consider of the 
draught sent by the Society anent Rainning's 
School, and George Duncan's Mortification, Re- 
port that it being provided' thereby that the Ses- 
sion should present only children who had been 
for some time taught at other of the Society's 
Schools, the Committie Judged such a Clause In- 
consistent with George Duncan's intention, and 
prejudicial to the poor of this place, and therefore 
had Writen to the Society of the Said Exception, 
and the said Committie produced a Letter from 
Nicol Spence. showing the Acquiescence of the 
Society, and that they dispensed with that Clause. 
The Session Approved of the Conduct of the said 
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Oommittie, end being otherwise Satisfyd with 
the whole draught, ordered the same to be ex- 
tended, that it may be Subscribed Coram, and 
sent 8outh with fir«t Oonveniencj/' 



»t 



*'Aprile 11th, 1727. 

''Mr Alexander McBean presented a Letter from 
Nicol Spence, which he had Communicated to 
th«^ Magistrates, as now to the Session, Acquaint- 
ing us that the Honourable Society for Propogate- 
mg Christian Knowledge had Concluded to Settle 
Mr Raining's School in this place, according to 
their Act produced with the Said Letter. The 
Tenor whereof follows : — 

"At Edinburgh, the Sixth day of January, one 
Thousand Seven hundred and twenty Six Years. 
The which day, in presence of the Gfeneral Meet- 
ing of the Society in Scotland for Propogateing 
Christian Knowledge, the Cbmmittie of the Said 
Society showed that they had Writen a Letter 
to the Magistrates of Inverness, Acquainting 
them that the two hundred pounds sterling al- 
lotted by Mr Raining for building of a school not 
being as yet payed up; the Society could not make 
the purchase, nor undertake the building pro- 
posed in their Letter, but that they accepted of 
the ofifer made of an House in the Interim for the 
Accomodation of the Schoolmaster and Schollars, 
and were Content upon the other Encouragements 
proposed, to take a trial how the Said School 
will prosper in Their Town ; and when the Mor- 
tified Money for Building of a School comes in, 
they will then consider of the purchase, either of 
the ground for building or house already built, if 
thev find the settlement of the School at Inverness 
the most expedient mean for advanceing the Ends 
of the Society and desisn of the Mortifier. And 
the Committie informed that they had TOt a Re- 
turn to this Letter from Mr Alexander McBean, 
Minister at Inverness, bearing that the Resolu- 
tion of the Society had been Intimated to the 
Town Council andi Kirk Session there, and that 
it gave them much satisfaction and joy, and was 
to them an ample prooff of the Society's wis- 
dom, Uprightness, and Impartiality, and the 
Magistrates were preparing what was proper for 
them, and he was appointed by the Session to In- 
form the like on their part, and to Assure of the 
Zealous Concern of them all for the Encourage- 
ment and flowrishing of that School. 

"The Committie shewed also that they had 
two letters from the Presbytery of lain. Signed 
by Mr Hector Fraser, Moderator, dated the Ninth 
oif December last, bearing that the Accounts they 
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had of Mr Haiiiing's Mortification had moved 
Several Qentlemen oi the best note in that Ooon- 
tPT to a Willini^ness to Join with the said fund 
very near the like sume, upon Condition the said 
Bchool should be Erected in Tain, where provi- 
(iions of all sorts ciui be cheaper had than in any 
pi ice that can pretend to tne Benifite of that 
school. That said Town is a Royal Burgh and 
in the heart of a Country where the Gentry ai^ 
well affected to the present Constitution in 
Church and State ; that the Northern and North- 
west Highlands and the Countries of Caithness, 
Orkney and Zetland can have easier access to 
that school at Tain than any where else that can 
be proposed for it. And the Commit tie shewed 
that they having heard the forsaid Letters, and 
considered what steps are already made towards 
the Settlement of Raininp's School at Inverness, 
they could not take upon them to give ajiy answer 
to these Letters from Tain, but left it to the 
(general Meeting to do therein as they should see 
Cause, and to give dire<rtions to them in that Mat- 
ter. And the Committie also laid before the 
S«>oiety the Scroll of a paper made by the Kirk 
SeHNion of Inverness, annexing to the school, so 
long as it continues at Inverness, One Hundred 
pounds Scots yearly Mortifyd by the Deceast, 
George Duncan, merchant there, for Maintaining 
and Educating Six poor Boys, and also a lettw* 
that came alongst with the said Scroll, desireing 
tiif Societie*s advice and opinion and! Direction 
as to the said Draught. 

'•The General Meeting having heard and Con- 
sidered the Said Report and Letters and paper 
Relative thereto, they Resolved that a Kind Let- 
tor should be written to the Presbytery of Tain, 
Shewing them the great regard the Society had 
to their Cliaritable proposal ; But before' their 
Letter came to hand they had gone on so far in 
the Treat ie with the Town of Inverness about 
t:ikeing a Tryal of the Settlement of Raining's 
School in their Town, that they found them- 
selves not at liberty at this time to Enter into 
any Communing upon that Subject with them. 
Yet the Society hoped and Expect^ that this 
will not discourage the Charitable persons who 
have designed to give the Liberal Contributions 
the Presbjrtery mentions in their I^etter from 
going on to accomplish their Design, foe that the 
Society will give all Encouragement to the Erect- 
ing of another school in Tain of the same kind 
which the same the Gentlemen in their Bounds 
design to Contribute, will give a good founda- 
tion to, and the Society Remitted it to their 
Committie to Consider the Scroll sent from the 
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Kirk Session of Inverness, and to give their 
opinion thereabout to the Said Session, and) to 
go on furder to adjust aJl Matters both with 
Town and Kirk Session of Inverness Concerning 
the Setlement of Mr Raining*s School there that 
they see Ne€<lful. Extracted from the Records of 
the Society by Sic Subtr., 

"DuNDAS, Seer., Soc." 
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No. XIX. 

RAINING* 8 SCHOOL. 

(ContinuocL) 

<16th March 1727. 

^'Att Ediuborgh, the Sixteenth day of llardi, 
One Thousand Seven Hundred and IVenty-aeven 
Yean, the which Day the Committie Reported 
that they having wrote a Letter to the iiagi- 
strates and Kirk Session of Invemeea, shewing 
theni that Mr Alezr. Moncrieff is to come there 
at Whitsunday next in order to take up Raining's 
School, and deuireing them to make ready what 
concerns that School without delay, and to return 
an answer to the last letter sent them with their 
opinion upon the overtureds for Rules, and to give 
an answer to the objection as to the place pro- 
posed for the School, and that the Committie 
had received a return thereto from the said Magi- 
strates, bearing tliat the Town Council had resolved 
that the seat in the High Church where the 
schidlars of the Grammar School aome years agoe 
used to sit, should be repaired and appointed for 
Raining*s Schollars. Tliat the Council will take 
care that the near neighbourhood of both Schools 
shall not prove discouraging to the Charity 
School, and in case their endeavours shall be 
ineffectual, another more remote and convenient 
would be provided without Loss of time, and 
that tliey recorded in their Council Books the 
Coppie of the Rules sent them, and a resolution 
mad that they will take care to have the same 
observed. As alH> two Letters from Mr Alex- 
ander McBain, minister at InvemeA, Bearing 
that the Kirk Session had agreed to the said 
Rules, and do long to have the same setled. The 
Committie, finding their Demands are satisfied. 
Did transmits the forsaid Letten to the General 
Meeting, and are of opinion the forsaid Rules 
shculd be Established by the General Meeting, 
and a Subscribed Extract thereof sent to Inver- 
ne«s, to be kept in the School, and that Mr Mon- 
crieff enter to the forsaid school against the first 
of May next, and his salary to commence from 
the time he takes up the school, and that Letters 
should be writen to the Magistrates, Kirk Ses- 
sion, and Mr Moncrieff, intimating the premises 
to them. Tlie General meeting, having heard 
the said Report, and also an extract ox Town 
Council of Livemess, dated the twenty-seventh 
day of January last, likewise an Act of the Kirk 
Session there, dated the twenty-fifth d^ of 
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October also last, and the Draught of the Rules 
formerly mentioned, and maturely considered the 
whole of these papers, Did approve of their Com- 
mittie*s management, and opinion in this matter 
in all points, and accordingly do hereby Estab- 
lish the forsaid Rules, and ordains the same, 
As likewise the forsaid Extracts of the Town 
CouiK;iI and Session to be recorded. Extracted by 
sic subtr., NicoL Spence, Glk.' 



» 



"At Edinburgh, March 16th, 1727. 
"Statutes and Regulations for John Raiuin^s 
School Agreed upon by the Society m 
Scotland for propagating Christian Know- 
ledge. 

^Mohn Raining, merchant in the Parish of St 
Giles, in the City of Norwich, having mortified 
a Thousand pound Sterling for Settling a school 
in any part of Qreat Britain, the General As- 
sembly or their Deputies should think proper, 
and tlie forsaid General Assembly having trjr their 
Act dated the fourtteenth of May, one Thousand 
seven hundred and Twenty-five, constituted the 
Society in Scotland for propagating Christian 
Knowledge, and their Committee to be their 
Deputies, and the forsaid Some being payd in 
and lent ooit on Heritable Security, the So- 
ciety have Resolved for a trial to settle the forsd 
School in the Town and Parish of Inverness, and 
the following Rules and St<itute« are agreed up- 
on: — Ito. The forsaid school is to be called in 
all time comeing Raining's School. 2dio. The 
sole nomination and presentation of the master 
of the forsaid school is to be in the forsaid General 
Assembly or their Deputies, and he is to be 
tryed by the Presbytery where he resides for the 
time as to his knowledge in the principles of 
the true Religion now Established by Law in 
this Realm, His abilitie to teach Reading and 
Speaking English and Latine, also Writing, 
Arithmetick, and Church Musick, and before 
his admission to trial must produce sufficient 
Testimonials thereof, and of his pietie, pru- 
dence, and Christian conversation, and of his 
good affection to the present Constitution in 
'hurch and State. 3to. The forsaid school- 
master so Qualified and presented is to have 
twenty-five pounds Sterling Yearly, to be payed 
half-yearly, twelve pounds ten sbillines at each 
of the terms of Wliitesunday and Martimas, 
with which he is at his Entry to declare himself 
satisfied, without Demandinu; or Exacting any 
fnrder wages from those who presint him, or 
from his Scholars, or other on their behalf. That 
the Scholars to be Educated in George Duncan*! 
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Moitification, under the management of the Kirk 
Session of Inverness be presented in the temu 
of that mortification. These SchoUars that are 
to have their maintai nance from John Raining*! 
fund be presented by the General Assembly or 
their Deputies, and the Rest of the scholars in the 
Said School to be presented by the said Qeneral 
Aaaemblies or their Deputies, or by the Maffi- 
strates or Kirk Session of Inverness, and Uie 
Master is to teach such to Read and Speak Eng- 
lish and Latine, ae also Writing, Arithmetick, 
and Church Musick, and Especiuly he is to In- 
struct them in the Knowledge of Christianity as 
it is set down in the Holy Scriptures, and as an 
help thereto that the Westminster Assemblies 
Cajoichisim, both Larger and Shorter, with the 
Si*ripture Proofs, be taught every week in the 
Said School, and that he oblige the Schollars to 
get the Same perfectly by heart, beginning with 
Such Questions as are most Easy understood 
and of greatest necessity, and to make them 
understood the same, and in order thereunto to 
Set a part for that end an hour every Monday and 
Satuxxiay Before noon, the Master is Constantly 
to attend his proi)er business in the School 
during the hours appointed for teaching, viz., 
From Seven to Nine, and from ten to twelve in 
the forenoon, -ind from two to five in the after- 
noon. Except in the short days of Winter, viz., 
from the first of October to the first of February, 
and for these four moneths the Schollars are to 
Cunveen at nine of the Clock, and Continue to- 
gether till Twelve, and in the afternoon to Con- 
veen at two and be dismissed at four. 

'*The Master is t<i take particular Care of the 
Manners and Behaviour of his Schollars," and 
by his own example, as well as Instructions, 
Ilecommend to them the Several parts and duties 
of a sober and religious conversation, and by 
all proper methods to discourage and correct the 
beginnings of vice, and particularly Lying, 
Swearing, Cursing, prophanning the Lord's day. 
Stealing, and all other Immoralities, at the same 
time minding them of the such parts of the Holy 
Scriptures, Confession of faith, and Catechisms, 
where such things are mentioned as forbidden by 
Qod. and the contrary duties commanded, that 
so tney may the better Remember and under- 
stand the use of the Holy Scriptures and the 
Confession of Faith, and CTutechisms, and learn 
to govern their life by them. 

"7o. The Master shall pray Evening and Morn- 
ing in the School, and endeavour to instruct and 
engage the Schollars to pray in private at least 
morning and evening, and to beg a Blessing Be- 
fore, 2M to give Q^ thanks after meat. 
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''80. The Master ^lall not only attend the 
Publick Worship himself on the Lord'i Day 
and other ocoasions, but ihall also take care thiUb 
his schollars shall do the same, and that he go 
upon their bead thereto, and see that they be- 
have themselves in the Church, with d^ at- 
tention and reverence, and to oblige them to 
the greater attention, he shall either on the 
Ix>rd'8 Day, in the Evening, or Monday Hom- 
ing, call tbem to an account of what tEey remem- 
ber of the Lecture and Sermons which they have 
heard. 

*'9o. The Master is to teach hie Schollars to 
read, and for that end shall teach them the true 
spelling of words and distinction of syllables, 
with the points and stope which is necessaxy to 
right reading, and aerve to make them more 
mindfull of what they read, and after they are 
taught to read, the Master is to make them read 
every Day some portions of Holy Scriptures, 
especially such parte of them as are most suit- 
able to their capacities. 

"lOo. That so soon as they can read compe- 
tently well, the Master shall teach them to Write 
a fair. Legible hand, and also inatruct them in 
the Elements and most necessary Rules of Arith- 
metick, that they may be thereby Rendered more 
usefull in their several stations in a World. 

'^llo. That the Master take the most proper 
methods for obligeing the schollars to attend 
at the hours appointed for teaching, particularly 
he is to use his Interest with the parents of thle 
Children, or others whose care they are under, 
that they may not Suffer them to be absent at 
such hours, and he is to Call over the names of 
his Schollars every morning and< afternoon, to 
know whether they come Instantly at school 
hours, and if any be Missing, to mark their 
names with a Note for Tarde, and another for 
absent in Quarterly Bills. Whereon also any 
Gross faults the Sdiollars shall be guilty of are 
to be marked and laid before the Visiters, in 
order to their Correction or Expulsion. 

"12o. There being at present a great scarcitie of 
persons having Irish fit to teach schools, and great 
need of such, and this Mortification being piously 
designed. It is agreed, in order to make the 
same more extensive and usefull, that the Re- 
mainder of Mr Raining's Mortification, after pay- 
ing the School Master's fees and the expenses 
for furnishing necessary books, be applyed for 
Maintaining at the said school Fatherless or 
other poor children, and Qualifying them to 
teach schools in the Highlands and Islands, undisr 
the following TJmitationis, viz.. That the pej^- 
sons who shall enjoy the benefite of the forsaJd 
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maintainance shall be presented thereto only by the 
Qeneral Assembly or their Dcmuties, bein^ such 
as have either been two years before at Raining'i 
Scliool, or have been schollars at one or other 
of the Societies' Schools in the Highlands or 
Islands, and neither these of Raining's School, 
nor such as shall come to it from the Societies' 
schools, shall be capable of this encouragement, 
unless it be duly oertifyed to the Society that 
they are above Twelve yeans of age, and! do 
understand Both the Irish Langauge and some- 
thing of the Englisli, and that tney have a more 
than ordinary Qenius for Letters, and are so poor 
that they are not able to maintain themselves, and 
who shall become engaged at their entry to this 
maintainance, that tney shall serve as School- 
masters in some of the Societies* Charity Schools 
so soon as the Society shall Judge them CkpaUe 
for that office, and for the encouragement of 
these who shall become so engaged', each of them 
Hhall have eighteen pennies Scota for everv day 
tliat they attend the School, and as much for the 
Lord's day. and twelve pound Scots at the end 
of the year for a sute of cloaths and a pair of shoes, 
and this allowance shall continue d'uring the As- 
semblies or their Deputies their pleasure, and 
because the Master of Raining's School is to 
have no allowance for a Doctor. The forsaid 
poor Schollars, after they are capable, shall as- 
sif«t him in teaching the other Schollars by his 
Direction, because the Qeneral Assembly and 
their deputies cannot themselves visit, and give 
all the particular orders needful about their 
school, the Presbytery of the Bounds, Maffi- 
strateif, ICinvsters, and Eklers of the patri»i, 
where the school is or shall be, are empowered 
to visit foresaid echool the first Monday of Febru- 
ary, May, August, and November, or oft^ner, as 
they shall see cause, any three of them to be a 
quorum, who are to enquire into tlie attendance 
and carriafi^e of the Master and Schollers, k how 
the forsaid rulee are observed, and also to try 
the proficiency of the Schollars, examine these 
concerned, as to what is amiss, and proceed 
against cnich as are found guilty of any gross 
faults, as they see fit. and acquaint the Assem- 
bly or their Deputies from time to time with 
the state of this School, and what farder Regu- 
lations they judge necessary, and these visitors 
are to give orders for payment of the masters 
and poor schollars above-mentioned, and to see 
that the Accompts of this Mortification be kept 
clear antl regular, and distinct from all other 
funds whatsoever, and that the same be yearly 
filled once before Gandlemas for the preceeding 
year, and be reported to the General Assembly 
or their Deputies. 
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"14o. These rules are to be affixed in pro- 
per places in the forsaid school, to be read by 
the Masters and schollars, and any who please, 
ajid they are to continue in force, and to be 
punctually observed By all concerned until the 
same be altered. Sic Subtr., 

*'Jo. DuNDAS, Sec. Soc." 

**July 18th, 1727. 

**Tlio Session being Informed there are Several 
Children at Mr Raining's School whosepaxents 
are in Case to pay their School Wages, They did 
appoint Baillie McLean, Alezr. Ohisolme, Aiexr. 
Mcintosh, George McKilligin, Alongst with one 
or both of the Ministers and Clerk as a Com- 
mittie to Visite the said School, and Report to 
the next Session as they find the matter to be." 



it 



"July 26th, 1727. 

"The Conunittie Appointed to visite Raining's 
School Reported that they did Accordingly, and 
found the Number of the Schollars to be one 
Hundred and Twenty-five, and that there was 
little or no ground for what has been Talked of 
Children their being Sent to that School, Whose 
Parents were well able to pay their School fees. 
And that they had Recommended to the School 
Master to Call at one of the Ministers or some 
of the Klders to whom the Relations of those 
Children that are offered to him may ue best 
known, and that before the admitting of such 
Children he may have their opinion as to their 
being proper objects of the Instruction of that 
School, Which Report was Approven of By the 
Session. 

MR HECTOB FBASEB's BEQUIST. 

"10th Jany. 1797. 

"The Revd. Mr Fraser represented to the Ses- 
sion that Mr Hector Fraser, late Rector of the 
Qramar Sch(X)l of Inverness, had bequeathed the 
sum of One Hundred Pounds Sterling, in order 
to promote and establish an Academy at In- 
verness, reserving to Simon Frajser, Esqr. of 
Faraline, William In^s, Esq. of Kingsmill, 
Simon Fraser of Boblaine, and the said Revd. Mr 
Fraser, of Inverness, his Trustees, or the sur- 
vivor of them, and after their decease to the 
Provost and Eldest Minister of Inverness whom 
the said Mr Hector Fraser appointed as IVustees 
(for this special purpose) ,the power of present- 
ing constantly and successively a Student to the 
said Academy of the name of Fraser, son of a 
Burges of the Town, or one of the Name born in 
the Town or Parish." 
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DB nUSEB's BUBSABIEfl. 

*'26th November 1818. 

*'A letter from Mr McPherson of the Uni- 
versity of Aberdeen to Provost Robertson was 
presented and appointed to be recorded. 

**ODppy Letter, Dr McPherson, King'a Col- 
lege, Aberdeen, to Provost Robertson. 

''28th September. 

**pear Sir, — I have great pleasure in 
stating to you for the information of your col- 
leagues in the Magistracy and the Clergy of In- 
verneas that in consequence of having advan- 
tageously feued a property in which the Fraser 
Bursaries, among other Trusts, have been 
secured, the College has been enabled to raise 
the present Philosophy Bursary of £5 10s to 
£15, and the Divinity Bursary of £6 to £16 10s. 
They have" further come to the determination 
of adding two more of equal value, so that a 
new presentee in each department from the same 
patrons will be admitted for the approaching ses- 
sion, in addition to the two already upon our 
List. I need not say how gratifying it is to 
the University to render so satisfactory an ac- 
count of the Cliarity committed to their care by 
thoir worthy benefactor, Dr Fraser, and which 
amongst other ties has so long connected thom with 
the respectable body upon which he devolved 
the patronage of his bursaries. — I have the 
honour to be, with great respect. Dear Sir, your 
very obedient and faithful humble servant, 

(Signed) "Hugh McPhebson." 

"Extract of a Letter from King's College, 7th 
November 1818, to Provost Robertson. — 

"I am now autliorised to state for your in- 
formation and that of the other patrons of the 
Eraser's Bursaries, that aitho* in consideration 
of the low state of their Funds the Clause in the 
Original Deed of Mortification, by which the 
d vinity Bursar was charged with the important 
Duties of Librarian to this University, had ceasMl 
to be enforsed, the College now feel it their duty 
to avail themselves of the provision of the Deed 
on this particular, and to request that the patrons 
will intimate to their presentees that they will 
be required by the College to take charge of the 
Library accordingly. 

"As, however, now with the great increase 
lately added to it, the income of the divinity 
Bursar must still be inadequate to the mainten- 
ance of a student here for the whole year, the 
College, with a view to the itrict fulfilment of the 
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duties of Librarian in future, will consent not 
only tiiat the thirty-three pounds per annum, 
lately piopofled to be dividea between two shall 
actually be conferred upon one divinity Bursar; 
but also that his Income be further augmented 
to forty pounds per Annum, a Sum which it 
must be obvious to the patrons will render the situ- 
ation of Bursar and University Librarian highly 
desirable to any young man on litrary pursuite, I 
shall hope to be favoured with an answer from 
you at your earliest convenience, and tnere being 
at present no divinity Bursar of the name pre- 
sented on the Mortification Deed, it will be for 
the patrons to direct the present Licumbent to 
comply with its regulation untill the philosophy 
Bursar of the niinie shall have completed his 
course. (Signed) Hugh McPheeson." 



DELINQUENT'S BRACELET. 
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No. 
DISCIPLINE. 

The various forms of Church Discipline and 
punishment at on earlier date have already 
been illustrated. The following may be 
re^rded as typical of the methoas of disci- 
plme in force from 1712 down to the time 
that such customs were abolished. 

There is some small satisfaction in the re- 
flection that in the town and parish of Inver- 
ness barbarous implements, such as the Jougs 
and the Branks, were, so far as can be traced, 
not used during the seven teentli and eigh- 
teenth centuries. This may have been owing 
to the fact that there always was in the 
town resentment and persistent resistance to 
such Church punishments, to which feeling 
traditions of CromwelFs Ironsides in the place 
largelv contributed. Dr Rogers says, in 
"Scotland, Social and Domestic" — Tlie soldiers 
of the Commonwealth beheld with surprise 
and disgust the degrading sentences inflicted 
by the Church for offences which they deemed 
utterly trivial. In a burst of i*age they every- 
where swept away repentance stools, jaggs, 
gyves, and sackcloth habits. 

"1 May 1712, Thursday. 

''Laclilan Mcintosh, called pro, ft not com- 
pearing, the Session order that he be cited 
to the next dyet, with certification, A in the 
meantime desire that Thomas Fraser, one of 
tlie Elders, acquaint him of the Session's for- 
bearance and his hazard." 

"July 8th, 1712. 

"Alezr. McKensie called, compeared, ft 
being rebuked for his scandalous cohabiting 
with his party, he was 

ordered to attest her being removed from 
his family betwixt ft the next Session day, 
otherways application to be made to the 
Justices of peace to be punished according to 
Law." 

"July 8th, 1712. 

"Isobel Robertsone, called, the officer re- 
ported that she refused to come, whereupon 
the Provost ordered the officer secure her in 
prison, whenever he could aprehend her, till 
she found sufficient bale to satisfy the disci- 
plin of the Church." 
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"20th of JuUy 1712. 

'^And further, with reference to this alfair 
of Thomas Robei'tson and Janet Elzoellie, 
The Session find that the report that wa^ in 
some people's mouths annent a rapp was alto- 
gether unvidious and callumnious. In re^rd 
— Imo, The woman acknowledgea judicially 
and to severalls of the elders that she was not 
forced; 2do, That she did not 017; dd, She 
denyed the guilt, and used means for conseal- 
ling of it for some days; 4to, The Session's 
convinced that Exoellie's parents, moved to 
make such a slanderous report, of purpose 
that they might procure a piece of money from 
Thomas Kobertson for making agreement with 
him." 

"July 22nd, 1712. 

"In regard there are severall delinquents 
who refuse to give obedience to I>isciplin, 
the Qerk is ordered to draw out a list or 
them, & of all who have not payed their fines, 
that applicatn. may be mad<e to the Com- 
misar or Justices or Pease, in which number 
are Lachlan Mcintosh, Colin Falconer, A 
Angus Mcintosh.'' 

"16th Deer. 1712. 

"In re^u-d there ore a good many delin- 
quents who refuse to obey disciplin or to 
attend the Session when called, tne Clerk is 
appointed to draw up a list of them, & give 
warrant to the officer to give each of them 
citations, and writte, that ne may return the 
executions in order to a legal process." 

"Sept. 16th, 1718. 

"William Simpson, Miller in King's Milns, 
gave in a Complaint upon William McPher- 
son. in Culcabuke, for Breach of Contract 
with his Daughter, and Begged he might be 
Refounded of his Charges, upon which the 
Session ordered that the said William Mc- 
Pherson be cited to the next session with his 
Caur, Donald McPherson there." 

"Never. 18th, 1718. 

"William Mcintosh, who brake Contract 
with Elizabeth Simpson, beine called. Com- 
I>eared, and Craved yt. he misht have nis fine 
modified, being he hade Small Children, Upon 
which It was put to the vote, and it Carried 
in the affirmative, that he should pav only 
Ten pound Scots, Which accordingly he did 
to Alezr. Mclntoeh, penalty Theasurer," 
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"Jime 9th, 1719. 
"The Session SeoeiTing ft Delation against 
Mie Alexander Christie as k man of a rery 
hade Character, particnltu-ly that be does not 
attend the Ordin 
Toim, and Sever 
in against him, 
sidering that his 
being Baceired v 
tants is Contrarj 
this Burgh, The 
Complain thereo: 
douhting bnt thi 
cular at their Cor 

to give Ane Extract hereof to one of ore 
Either of the Magistratee." 

"Deer. 15, 1719. 



iDlght be a 

of Those, The which the Magistrates a 
unta, and the Session ordered their laeas- 
urers to agi'ee with Workmen, and Cause doe 
it as soon as possible." 

"Janr. 19th, 1720. 
"The said day The S^isistratea gave full 
power to Alexander Chieholme, penalty 
theaeuier, to pursue and Imprison all delin- 
quents ontill the; pa^ed their penalties. Ore 
Gave Sufficient Bale for the Same, and Satis- 
fying of the discipline, and the Town officera 
were ordered by the Magistrates to obey the 
said Alexander Chisholme (or his Successors 
in office) at any time he QaiUs for that pnr- 



"Maroh 15, 1720. 



S'veing Buck, Should be let alon nntill their 
Kildren either dye or be Nurced, and then 
that they Should be Corporally punished, if 
they have not wheretnth to pay their 
penalty." 

"Jnno 20th, 1721. 
"Delated the following persons for fishing 
upon the Lord's day at Eight a dock at 
Night:— John Dingwall, John Eraser, Allan 
McDonald, Kobt. Poison, William Chieholme, 
Hugh Fraser, Uurdow Poison, The officer was 
ordered to Summon them to the next See- 
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"Apiile 10th, 1722. 

''Christian Ross, being called. Compeared, 
and adhered to her former Confession, ana 
that Mr John Poison, younger of Kinmyles, 
was Father of the Last Child She bronglit 
Forth, And it was Reported That the said Mr 
John Poison owned tne Same, And promised 
to ^ive some Acknowledgement to tne poor. 
Which being Considered oy the Session, They 
did Appoint the said Christian to Compear 
befor the Congregation next Lord's day, and 
be rebuked." 

'May loth, 1722. 

"Reported that Christian Ross, who fell 
with Mr John Poison, Younger of Kinmyles, 
had Satisfy'd the Discipline, and was absolved, 
but was referred to Gillies McBean for her 
penalty, & Mr Stuart & Mr Baillie were ap- 
pointed to Mind Kinmyles of his promise to 
give Simething to ye poor." , 

"May loth, 1722. 

"Reported that Catharin Sinclair did Com- 
pear before the Presbytery, but made no Con- 
fession, and vas Remitted by them to the 
Session. 

"Simon McKenzie Compeared, and Repre- 
sented to the Session That his wife was goe- 
in^ to See her fnends, And that he did not 
think it proper to keep Catharin Sinclair 
Longer in his house, and being She was 
Reaay to goe down to Caithness to Answer 
to the Session of Thimio and Presbytei*y of 
Caithness, who by their Letters to this Ses- 
sion were Calling for her, Therefor pleaded 
That The Session niight give her Leave and 
Liberat him from his Cawrie." 

"October 23d, 1722. 

"Reported that Margaret Mill had ^ue 
from the plaoe, but that Alexander Baillie, 
Cleireach a Bhaile. had owned to be Father 
of the Child She is with. The Offioei- was 
ordered to Summond the Said Alexander 
Baillie to the next Session.'' 

"November 20th, 1722. 

"Alexander Baillie Being Called, Com- 
peared^ and Confessed a ful in fomicatkon 
with Jean Mill. He was seriouslv exhorted 
to Repentance, and Craving this his pi^liiok 
Appearance might be delaved' until 1 he would 
Converse with the Ministers, and for some 
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otJier reasons. It was granted him, and 
The Session Befferred him to the liagistrates 
for his fine." 

"May 12th, 1722. 

'^Compeared before the Session Alexander 
Baillie, deireach a Bhaile, Inverness, and 
in the Humblest Manner he could Keach, 
Confessing the guilt of fornication with Jean 
Mill, and Scandail ^ven to the Church there- 
by, and Representing that he was in Eixter- 
ordinary Circumstances, which he Repre- 
sented at Large to the Session, and which 
Required their Sympathy in Shortninff the 
tidne Appointed By the Rules of the C£urch 
for Removeing the Scandall, He would not 
presume to prescribe to the Session, but 
after due Consideration of his Circumstances 
he expected! they would doe all they could for 
advanceing his good. The Session haveing 
Considered the Representation and Ccmfes- 
sion of the Delinquent at a former dyet of 
Session, as also what is Extraordinary in his 
present circumstances, and haveing Reasoned 
at Large, and allowed the Delinquent to be 
present for his Edification, particularly when 
the Ends of Discipline were Considered, 
whither they could be Reached by Shortning 
the time or not; Some Expressing grounds 
of hopes, and others as pointedly the grounds 
of fear. It was at Last put to this State of 
the Question, absolve now in presence of Ses- 
sion or hereafter in face of the Congregation, 
and it Carried. Now in face of Session by all 
the Elders, The Modr., with all due R^mrd 
to the judicatorie. Entered his dissent when 
Required, and so left the Chear, Whereupon 
Mr William Stuart. Hopeing the more Eneo- 
tually to gain the Delinquent^ and Being sure 
thereby to maintain the Harmony of the 
Court, Took the Chear, and haveing with a 
deep Concern Represented to the Said Delin- 
quent his Sin with the .^^si-avateing Cir- 
cumstances thereof, Rebukednim for it. Re- 
ceived his Confession and Solemn promise 
for Better Guard &. Conduct for Hereafter, 
Absolved him from the Scandall of fornication 
given to the Church, and Exhorted him hjf 
the fruits of Repentance to Confirm their 
Charity and his own hope of Remission in 
the Court of Heaven." 

"July 23d, 1723. 

'The Session Recommend it to the Magis- 
trates to Cause Banish one C^tharin Bean 
for her Scandalouse Behaviour in following 
the Souldiers from this place Under a pre- 
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tenoe of Being Married, and is now Betumed, 
Being Banished from tne Begement." 

"November 19th, 1723. 

"Catlierin Roes, Sei*vant to Hugh Robert- 
son, CoiTipeared before the Session, and 
tola that upon the third day of August last 
she liad been Basely Maltreated upon the 
Hieh ways betwixt the Town and the King's 
Muns b^ WilHani MacRobert, youngest of 
Oirleachin, in Company with Ensign Collums 
& Cadie Jackson m Ck>llonel Kirk's Rege- 
ment, who had tossed and tumbled her in a 
most Indecent and Barborous Manner^ and 
Declared tliat the said William MacRobert 
was the Chief Instrument and Instigator of 
the others in the Rude Assault made upon 
her, haveing himself first wrestled with her, 
ana then taken the plaid and Bonnet from 
Ensign Collums, whom the said William pro- 
voaked to drage her into the Corn, where they 
Shuffled her Cloaths, and the said William 
Beat her naked Boay with a Drawn Brod 
Suroard, All which bein^ Considered, The Ses- 
sion did Appoint the said William to be Sum- 
moned to the next Session." 

-December 24th, 1723. 

"It was Signify*d to the Session that Wil- 
liam MacRobert, youngest of Oirleachin, de- 
sired a Conversation with the Ministers and 
any of the Elders the Session pleases, which 
being Considered, they did grant the same, 
and did Appoint Baillie John Fraser ana 
David Hoome with the Ministei-s to Con- 
verse with him and Report." 

"Aprile 7th, 1724. 

"Tlie officer repoi*ted that he had Sum- 
moned John Fraser to this Session, who Beins 
Called, did not Compear. It was suggested 
that the Session should not Insist upon 
Charseing the wd John, Being it might 
have had bad Consequences, which being Con- 
sidered by the Session, They did agree to 
the same, and Appointed the Ministers to 
apply to liis Mother, m order to pay his pen- 
alty, & the woman, she being Miserably poor. 
Also Appointed her to Compear befor the 
Congregation next Lord's, & be Rebuked." 

"May 5th, 1724. 

"It was represented to the Session that one 
Barbara McKenzie, Late Servitrix to Widow 
Lockhart, had fled from this place, and was 
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Suspected to be with Child, and to be Con- 
voyed by William Hay, Mert^ and Alexander 
McKensie, Taylor; Anna McKensue, Sister 
to tlie said Alexander ; Isobell Hay, Bister to 
the said William^ and one Isobell Logan, And 
thev being all Cited to this ^et, and being 
Called, Compeared William Hay, and Con- 
feased that he had the said Barbara McKen- 
zie's Chist in Custody in his Shope, and that 
the sd. Barbara Delivered it to his sister when 
he was absent, and Injoyned her to Secrecy ; 
Also Compeared Alexander McKenzie, Tay- 
lor, and Confessed tliat the said Barbara was 
in his house a Night before she went from 
this place, but knew no more about her. The 
Session considering both their Circumstances 
and Confessions, Recommend to them to make 
Diligent £nquir^ for the said Barbara for their 
own Exhoneration. The Best of the above 
witnesses being Called, did not Compear.'' 

'Tebr. 22d, 1726. 

'Isobel McKenzie, Being Called, Com- 
peared, and Confessed a fall in fornication 
with John Fraser. Brother to Fairfield. She 
was seriously Exhorted to Repentance, and 
ordered to compear Before the Congregation 
next Lord's day. Mr Stuart Reported that 
the said John, since he took his voag for 
America, did draw upon his Brother for three 
pound sterling to the poor of this place, to 
be disposed or By the Session, As his fine for 
this fall and the former, which Bill was de- 
livered to the penalty Treasurer in order to 
pursue Fairfield for the Said Sume." 

''May 19th, 1726. 

"The Session, takeing under Consideration 
the ContifQued Scandalous Behaviour of Chris- 
tian Hepburn, who hath lately brou^t forth 
a Child, We know not to whom. As she did 
Severals before, in Uncleaness, and that all 
the pcuns used by Session & Ma^trates in 
time past have had no Effect for Reclaiming 
the said most Lewd and Infamous person, 
but that Rather she waxeth worse, and hath 
been often Surprized in Acts of Wickedness, 
Therefor The Session, not thinking it to Edi- 
fioation to proceed Longer with her in Usual 
Course of Church Discipline, Did and hereby 
do Refer the said Christian Hepburn to the 
Authoritv of the Magistrates, Intreating they 
will in Such ways As they Jud^e proper, by 
Exemplary punishment, Banishment, or 
otherwise. Endeavour to Redd the place of 
a person so Infamous and Inoorrigable." 
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'<May 24th, 1726. 

"John McEenzie, being called, Compeared, 
and his wife, with his Mother in Law, And he 
being asked If he did beat his wife on the 
Sabbath day, peremptorilv deny'd it. And 
they being Enquired whither or not he did 
so, were in a great strait what to say. only 
owned tlie Effusion of Blood, without Gnarge- 
ine him therewith. The Session haveine Con- 
sidered the same, with the Nearness of rela- 
tion between them, and willing rather to 
Maintain than break the peace of the 
Fami'ly, Dismissed them with an Exhortation 
to their duty & Better Behaviour hereafter, 
with ceHification to him that if the least Com- 
plaint of Misbehaviour Come to the Session 
nereafter, They will make the outmost Search 
into the present a^ well as into after Com- 
plaints." 

^'May 14th, 1728. 

"George Mcintosh being called, There was a 
Letter sent by him to the Modr. owning his 
guilt, and Intreating he should be Delay'd 
For a time, because If it came to his Grand- 
mother's Ears, it would prove hurtfull to 
him, because that by her he had his liveing 
at the time, Wliich being Considered by the 
Session, they granted the delay, and ap- 
pointed the saia Catharin Mcintosh to Enter 
her publick Compearance next Lord's day." 

"January 27th, 1730. 

"Delated to This Session one Isobell Mc- 
Leod, who upon her being apprehended in a 
Cliamber with Soot Doors ana Indecent pos- 
ture with Souldiers, The The said Door hav- 
ing been made patent by the Call of the 
Guard and Town officers, had been thereupon 
Incarserat in the Tolbooth, by Order of the 
Magistrates, where she had Continued for 
about a fortnight. Baillie John Eraser being 
in Session, Caused The Said Woman to be 
brought, and being Sisted By a Town officer 
before the Session, and the said Acquisation 
Appearing to The Session to be too well 
grounded, and finding That the Said Isobell 
IS a Stranger, and had brought no Testimoni- 
als to this place. The Moderator did, in their 
Name and presence, Sharply Rebuke her, and 
discharged her to Continue any Longer in 
this Town or Parioch Without produceing 
Testimonials, or finding Bale for her future 
good behaviour, And Did Recommend her to 
the Justice of the Magpstrate Now present 
for Such Corporal Chastisement as he m Law 
may Inflict." 
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"March 17th, 1730. 

'The Session having Caused Read over their 
former Minutes for Some Dyets of Session 
past, and finding thereby that a great Num- 
ber of Dehnquents had been Again and Again 
Often Summoned, Who Notwithstanding had 
not hitherto Compeared, TRiey do hereby Ap- 
point the Clerk to put a full and perfect List 
of all the Said delinauents lyable to Disci- 

Sline into the hands or the officers, Who are, 
^nova, to . Summond the Said Delinquents 
to such dveits of the Session As Shall be Ap- 
pointed them, and to Verify their Citations 
oy Subscribea Executions, That the Session 
thereupon may lay before the Magistrates the 
Names of Such as Shall be found Befractoir 
or Contumacious to Discipline, as they Shall 
See Cause." 

"March 17th, 1730. 

"Mary McRae, about whom, as a very flagici- 
ous person, The Presbytery of Gkurloch nad 
sometime agoe writen to The Presbytery of 
Inverness to make Enquiry in there bounds, 
And She, having been discovered and Appre- 
hendcKl in the Parish of Calder, and presented 
before this Session, They Appoint Their 
officers to Convoy and Deliver tne said Mary 
McRae to the Minister of Kirk-hill, that She 
may from Parioch to Parioch be Returned to 
the bounds of Oarloch, And Appoints James 
Murray, Kiprk Treasurer, to give them Eight 
pence for their Labour. 

"October 13th, 1720. 

"William MaoRobert of Oirleaohin Com- 
peared ^ and Confessed a fall in fornication 
with his Lady before Marriage; he was seri- 
ously Ebdiorted to Repentance, and Ordered 
to Compear b^ore the Congregation, and be 
Rebuked and Absolved.'' 

"December 8th, 1730. 

"Donald McKenzie, Squair Wrif^t, and 
Margaret Eraser, Being Delated to This Ses- 
sion as Cohabiting together under a pretence 
of being Biarried, ana Thejr beins Summond, 
Were GAUed & Compeared, Ana they being 
Interro^t by The Moderator of the Truth of their 
allegation, both of them denyd their being 
Married, Upon Which the Session ordered 
them to give their Names to the Clerk in 
order to be Proclaimed A Married Legally, 
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and Both were Seriously Exhorted to Re- 
pentance, and Sharply Rebuked for their 
former Behaviour." 

"2nd September 1736. 

"The Session having agreed that a Separate 
Register be kept for Disipline, They appoint 
that nothing but what concerns the Hospi- 
tal, and poor's money, with what other 
matters necessarily concern the Session, be 
hero inserted." 



Fart III. 



INVERNESS 

K[RK SESSION RECORDS 

Part III. 



No. I. 
THE LIBRABY. 



has beeo characteristic of Prea- 
byMri&DiBm that it has always 
fostered and encou rafted the 
learning and cnliKbt«nment of 
the people, and the re-eatabliah- 
meat ol the Presbyterian form 
of Chnrch govemment in IBM 
was closely followed by a movement to fonu 
libranea in tlie remote diatricta of the High- 
lands. Id the year 1704 tbe General Assembly 
of the Church ot Scotland declared their ap- 
proval of a scheme devUed by some piously- 
inclined people in England and Scotland foe 
providing libraries in the Highlands of Bcot- 
umd, and in tbo following year, by an Act of 
Assembly, they divided the whole of tlu botb 
into territorial librikrua of two kiodi, presbytanal 
and parochial. Of the former, InTemen (includ- 
ing the shire, it is presumed) was to get one and 
of tbe lstt«r tbree. In 17D6 die Assembly issued 
instructions to Uieir Commistioti to demand from 
their Committee of the preceding year (1706) a 
return giving particulars of rec^t and disposal 
of the books supplied to tliem. 'Hiree yeora later 
— 1709 — tindins th« books were not anffldent lo 
go over tbe whole of Che Highland Fre>byt«ne«, 
SB suticipated, tbe Assembly recommended to suiJ) 
Preibyteries aa did not receive any of Um books 
sent from England for making up public Ubrariea, 
(o contribute amongst themselves so as to lay 
the foundatJoQ for a libnuy in each Presbytery 
seat, and also to endeavour to procune collections 
in tJieir several paridies more or less for iiM 
end. 

The foregoing remarks substantially describe 
tbe origin of Uie InvemMs Library, geneially 
known now, where and when known at sD, as die 
"Session" Library. Tbe parish libraries promised lo 
Invauess mutt nave gone to Ihe county if (hey were 
sent north at all. which is doubtful, as there is 
no trace of them. Neverlheless, ia the begioniag 
of tiie year 1706 the Kirk Session had under Ita 
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control the nucleus of a good library. There is 
written in the first page of an old book at present 
in the Library the following entry: — 
"A catalogue of the books sent by piously dis- 
posed persons in London to the town of Inverness 
as the beginning of a Presbyterial Library in that 
bounds, with an account of the value put upon 
tiie said books by Mr Henderson, stationer, Edin- 
burgh." Then follows a detailed list of books 
extending to some seven folio pages and compris- 
ing about 200 volumes. In addition to above, 
theiPe were also received 30 Irish Bibles and New 
Testamients bound together, 45 Irish New Testa- 
ments, 150 Catechisms, 12 copies **A Plain Man's 
Reply to the Roman Missionaries." The whole 
was valued at £775 Os 8d. Mr Robert Baillie, 
one of the ministers of Inverness, certifies the 
entries in the following memorandum: — -'The 
soume of the whole books sent from London being 
appreciate by men of skill as they might be bought 
in this place, amounteth unto seven hundred and 
seventy-five pounds eight pennies Scots money, 
they being sent to the Shore of Inverness with- 
out any cost or trouble to this place. 

•*Ro. Batllie." 



The Library at first put the ministers into some- 
thing of a dilemma. A library cannot be kept to- 
gether without a suitable place to keep the books 
in. The ministers do not appear to have had 
any proper place for the purpose, and at last they 
were obliged to make representations to the Kirk 
Session, who provided a room in Dunbar's Hos- 
pital, which, however, seems to have been con- 
trary to the intentions of the founder of the Hos- 
pital. From this time forward the Library ap- 
pears to have passed entirely into the control of 
the Session, who not only housed it, but, as will 
be observed, provided various accessories from 
time to time as needful out of the penalties funds. 

"22nd April 1707. 

"It being represented to the Session by the 
ministers uiat a proper place be thought upon 
for the Library, qrror the Session considering 
that, did speak to James Thomson, hospitall 
treasurer, that he look out for a room in the 
hospital house that may be fitt and convenient 
for that purpose, and that the said room be made 
good and sufficient for that end" 

"13 May 1707. 

"Some of the Session were appointed to go to 
the hospital house and consider of a room for 
keeping and preserving the Library." 



Invemeu Kirk Seuion Reeordi, 191 



"May 30tli, 1707. 

The Commitee appointed toyieiw«x)dmake re- 
port of the most oonvenient room in the hospital 
for the libnury, report that the large room tow!ud 
the north, on the second story, appears the fittest 
room, qmpon the Session did appoint that room 
to be repared for yt end." 

"Oct. 21,1707. 

"It was represented to the Session that the 
Library was now set up in the hoepitall, in the 
hall above the weigh house, and that all benefac- 
tors would have acoess to make use of or borrow 
books conform to the rules thereanent two days 
in the week, namely, Tuesday and Thursday, 
from two till four in the afternoon. 

"It was likewise proposed that if the Session 
had an^ fond they would be pleased to mortifie 
somethmg to the Library, which is still under 
consideration, as also that the minirs. might be 
allowed, in the Session's name, to adrese the 
Magistrates and Town Council to bestow some- 
thing ysway out of what fond they think fit in 
regard to sd library may be of good use to the 
burgh in a very little time, ^diich was granted." 



"4th November 1707. 

"Mr Baillie reported his diligence in petition- 
ing the Town Cbundl on behalf of the Iibrar> , 
and that they appointed John Tadlzer, treasurer, 
to give ten pond sterling qn in cash for encourage- 
ing that good design, an extract arof was read, 
qrupon the Session appointed their humble thanks 
to be given to the frovest and Magistrates pre- 
sent, which was accordingly done." 

"March 7th, 170a 

"It was represented that the two closs presses 
in the Library are as yet resting, and the money 
given in by gentlemen donators to the library 
was only mortified by them to buy books and 
not to buy presses, and therefore it is necessary 
^ some fond be thought upon, not only for pay- 
ing the presses already maae, but also for make- 
ing of two new presses, in reeard the presses 
in the Library cannot contain the books, where- 
upon the Session appointed Mr Rob. Baillie, Ifr 
Wm. Stuart, James Dunbar, Kirk Treasurer, and 
James Vans to meel and consider what the ex- 
pense of building the church-yard dykes might 
amount to, and that they compaire the eixpense 
wt. the fonds of penalty, according to ane for- 
mer Act yranent and reparation money in the 
hands of the respectivie treasurers, and that the 
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presae« already made and to be made be payed 
out of the penaltys of the sd. delinquents imposed 
since that Act." 

*'Uarch 23, 1708. 

"... As also ordered that out of the 
subsequent money the two presses bought some 
time affoe from Matthew Moore be cleared, and yt 
half-a-dozen chairs bought from William Qrant, 
carpenter, be payed, ana also yt two new presses 
for holding of books be bought, which shall be 
allowed to David Angus upon his producing re- 
ceipts of ye sd paytts. 

"April 3rd, 1709. 

"Ordered Nemine Contradioente that out of 
the first and readiest of the penaltys David Angus 
or his successor in office make paytt to Wm. 
Grant, carpenter, for an dosKn and an half 
chairs, with a table, for lUe use of the Library, 
which shall be allowed them in their accompts of 
the penaltys upon Wm. Grant's receipts.' 



u 



"December 27, 1709. 

''Ordered that the Clerk give twentie pounds 
Scotts to Matthew Moor, carpenter (there being 
so much of the fines at the time) in part of pay- 
ment of some presses he made for the Ubrarie 
books." 

"24 Jan. 1710. 

"The Clerk reported that he gave twentie 
pounds Scotts to Matthew Moor in part of payt 
for worke done in the Librarie, according to 
order." 
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No. n. 

For some years after this the hifltory of the 
Library aeems to have been quiet and uneyentful, 
but exceedingly prosperous. The project bad 
been taken up heartily by the local community, 
who made substantial silts to it both of booss 
and money. During the first ten years of its 
existence no less than 105 indiyidual names are 
recorded as benefactors in the form of donations, 
and the Ust includes all sorts and conditions of 
men, landed proprietors, merchants, gloyers, 
ministers, a Dean of Guild of Inyemess, apothe- 
caries and physicians, the Proyost and ex-Pro- 
yosta of Inyemees, the postmaster, a professor of 
music, collectors, maltsters, bailies and ex-bailiee, 
the treasurers and ex- treasurers, adyocates (Dun- 
can Forbes, &c.). writers, carpenters, peri-wig 
miJcers, watchmaloers, the Town Council of In- 
yemess, goldsmiths, chirurgeons, a commissar, a 
litster, a collector of Excise, students, Excise 
offioers, brewers, and skinners. 

If one man's money is as good as another's, why 
was the Right Honourable the Laird of Mackin- 
tosh's "aae guinea" — 14 04 00— and the Laird of 
Kilrayock's ane guinea" only wtirth £13 20 00? 
Surely a case of weight? 

Chief of all the l^nefactors was Mr James 
Fraser, Secretary of Cbelsea Hospital. This 
gentleman was a son of the Rey. Alexander Fraser, 
minister of Petty, 1633-81. Mr James Eraser 
and his brother William, eoyemor of Fort St 
George, in the East Indies, ooth took a deep in- 
terest in the Library from the time it was founded 
till their death. Besides gifts in books and the 
sums morUfied for the benefit of the Librair, Mr 
Fraser selected the books, made the purchases, 
and sent them to Inyemess. One sucn consign- 
ment got shipwrecked, and the entry relating to 
it is subjoined as showing how methodical the 
custodians were in those days in their care of 
the Library. 

"A catalogue of the books which were pre- 
seryed when Skipper Bell's ship was cast awaj 
upon the rocks at Camsbulg head in two large 
cases from M^ Stretton, and two boxes from 
Edinr. There was lost at that time two large 
oases and a cask of 32 Scots gallons full of books, 
the case from Mr Stretton, minr., London, and 
cask from Mr Fraser at Chelsea, with an ac- 
count of the ordinary yalue of the Library as if 
none of the books were damnified yet ; where the 
letter 'D' is prefixed it signifieth that the book 
is damnified." 

26 
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After classifjiog the books into an alphabeti- 
cal list, Mr Ro. BaiUie wrote the following entry 
at tJie end of it : — 

"Of all which books with the donations in 
money and gold above mentioned, Mr Robert 
Baillie grants the receipt and oblidges myself to 
hold count to the Presoytery of Forres and In- 
verness, as wit my hand at Inverness, sixth day 
of April 1708. Ro. Baillie." " 

A librarian had, however, been previously ap- 
pointed ; a careful man, as is seen m>m the state- 
ments he recorded in the old manuscript cata/- 
logue. 

"At Inverness, the Eleventh day of December, 
one thousand seven hundred and seven years, re- 
ceived the above written books contained' in the 
foregoing thirteen pages, each of which pages are 
subscribed by Mr Robert Baillie, one of the 
ministers of tnvemess ; in the keeping of which 
books I obleige myself to be faithful and to walk 
by the special advice of the ministers 
of Inverness in observing the rules of 
the G^eneral Assembly anent the Highland 
libraries. As also received four presses, two 
of which have wear doors, two closs doors, wt four 
locks and twt) keys. In witnc-ss whereof I have 
subscribed this, the day and place above men- 
tioned. ' RoBEBT Thomson." 

"At Inverness, the 14th June 1709 I delivered 
up my charge of the Library and gifted these 
books following. Robebt Thomson." 

Apparently after this one of the ministers took 
over charge of the Library, and subsequent entriep 
are confused and erratic. 

One curious entry may be noticed here — 

"Andrew Kilgour, son to the said Thomas, gifted 
the Library a stamp for marking of the bookes 
and other good offices to be done the liberary. A 
quorum of the ministers, viz. — ^Mr Ro. Baillie, 
and Mr Wm. Stuart, Mr John Morrison, allowed 
him the liberty and use of the Liberary." 

The stamp referred to was a questionable 
gift, and cannot be better described than 
by saying it resembles the brand burnt 
into barrels of beer now-a-days. It speaks 
well for the quality of the bindinjj, but if that 
was solid, so were the books. As the novel had 
no existence then, the works quoted below would 
probably be considered as the lijrht literature of 
the time — "A Kind Caution to Profane Swearers," 
"A Disausive from the Sin of Dninkness," 
"Human Prudence, or the Art whereby a Man may 
Raise Himself, "A Cap of Grey Hairs for a Green 
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Head, or the Father's Counsel to His Son," "The 
Genteel Signer/' "A Discourse Against Drunk- 
ness. Swearing, and Oursinff^'* "Warr with the 
Devil : Cabinet of Spiritual Jewels in Eight Ser- 
mons," by Cragge. 

An erroneous notion of the Library must not 
be formed from these quotations, however. The 
oldest book in it is dated 1529. Many of the books 
are no doubt rare and valuable as well. Thev 
are mostly st-andard works of their time in all 
branches of literature^ including treatiees on 
Philosophy and Medicme, works on Theology, 
Polemics/Social and Political Economy, History, 
Biography, Gkography, Travel, and Adventure. 
There are also Dictionaries in Gaelic, EngliBh, 
Latin, Greek, French, G^ermar and to bring up 
the rear a Low Dutch Grammar. 
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No. m. 

The Library appears to be still carried on 
in aA creditable a manner as the circumstances 
permit. Further donations are acknowledged 
from Mr Fraser, of Chelsea, whose portrait 
the Session order to be painted in recogni- 
tion of his generosity to the Library. This 
portrait still adorns the wall of the Library 
in the Church Hall, Academy Street. The 
Deed of Mortification by Dr Fraser is handed 
over by his agent to the Session, recorded in 
the Minute Book, and formally acknowledged 
with thanks. 

"Ap: 28, 1719. 

''The Session did and hereby doe Appoiut 
Baillic Dunbar, Hospital Theasurer, to Kiiiiiitt 
t he @ rents of a Thoasand Merks to Mr James 
Fraser, at London, Since the Giveing of that 
Mortification, in order to Buy books, the 
which is to be directed by Mr Wil. Stuart and 
Mr Ro. BaiUie. 

'*RoBBRT Edwards, C!k. Sess." 

"August 23d, 1720. 

''The Committie Appointed to Receive the 
Books Bought by Mr James Fraser, and to 
consider the Ballance that was due to him, 
did report that they Veiived all the Books, 
which were Set up in a press by themselves 
in the South End of the Library, that Uiey 
were all in good oondition and cheap bought, 
as they judged, and that there was non 
wanting. Save Camdene Epistale in 4to, and 
the Divil on Two Sticks, and the Vanity of 
Philosophizing, and Parish State of Rushie in 
8to, of which Mr Robert Bail lie aoquanted 
him by a Letter of the 12th Instant. And 
they considered tlie Ballance due to Mr 
Fraser, and found it to be Sixteen pound Six 
and Eight pence Sterling:, Including his 
picture, which Cost four pound four ShuIingB 
Sterling; and they further Report that Mr 
Fraser Complemented the Library with a new 
Donation of books to the Value of four pound 
Sterling, the sd. Picture being Bought and 
Sent down by order of Session formerly, 
Which Report being Considered, the Session 
did appoint Thomas Alves, Hospitall Thear 
surer, to Borrow the said Ballance of Sixteen 
pound Six and Eight pence Sterling, and 
Remitt a Bill to London of the value 
with the first post, and that in respect the 
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In t rest of the Sumee of Money Mortified by 
Mr Fraser in not at present in the Theasurer's 
hand, and althou^ it were, does not amount 
but to Ten pound Thirteen and Nine pence 
Sterling." 

"MB FBASEB'S MORTIFICATION. 

"30th 3lay, 1724. 

"InTemees : Compeared Alexander McLean, 
writer in the Said Burgh, and procurator 
for James Fraser, After Designed, and gave 
in the Mortification Underwritten, Desireing 
the same to be Insert and Registrnte in the 
Borrow Court Books of Inverness, therein to 
Remain, In futuram Rei Memoriam, conform 
to the Clause of Registration therein Con- 
tained, Which Desire the Said Judge found 
reasonable, and Therefor ordained the Same 
to be done accordingly, of which Mortification 
the Tenor follows. And is thus: — ^Be it 
known to all men be their presents Me. Mr 
James Fraser, Secritary and Register or the 
Royall Hospitall of Invalids at Chelsia, For 
the Olory of God, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, llie Blessed Trinity and Undivided 
Unity, and in Thankfull Acknowledgement of 
the Many Mercies, Spirituall and Temporall, 
Bestowea on me, and for Pure and perfect 
Charity, for promoteing Christian Know- 
ledge, and to that Effect Human Litrature 
in Manner After Exprest; To have Given, 
Granted. Doted, and Mortified in the most 
firm ana absolute and Elimosinary Manner, 
the Sume of One Thousand Merks money of 
Scotland, which Sume I have alreadv Re- 
mitted and payed to Hie Reverend The 
Ministers, Magistrates, and Remanent Mem- 
bers of t^e Church Session of Inverness, and 
that in the Moneth of November and Decem- 
ber. One Thousand seven hundred and 
Twelve years. As is clear from the Hospitall 
Books of the Said Burgh, And to the Effect 
that a Just and CharitM)le Improvement may 
be made of the Yearly Annalrents ariseing 
from the Said Mortified Sume, and for pre- 
venting all Debates and Differences which 
possibly may Arise About the Manner of 
Bestowing and laying out thereof, and that 
the Design I had in view may be pierfeotually 
known, and that my will in Mortifying the 
Said Sume may be punctually observed, I 
earnestly Recommend it to the Magistrates, 
Ministers, and Elders of the Church Session 
of the Burgh of Inverness, and their suoces- 
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sors in office^ to accept of being my Trustees, 
Fide Commissioners and Executors of my 
will in this Burgh, in manner following, Primo 
— It is my will That my Said Trustees pre- 
sent and to come, Shall be holden and 
obliged. Like as by acceptation hereof doe 
Bind and oblige themselves, to Send out and 
Employ the Said Mortifyed Sume on Suffi- 
cient Security, Heretablo or Moveable, for 
Yearly Intrest, as Realy and Effectually as 
<rhey are bound to secure the other Sums of 
Money which Belong to the Hospitall of In- 
verness: Secundo, that how soon and oft>- 
soever the Annalrent of the said principaU 
Sume is payed, That the same shall be laid 
out for purchaseing and Buying usefull Books 
for the Benefite and Encrease of the Library 
of the said Burgh, at my Sight and as I shall 
direct, dureing the time it shall please God 
to continue me in this World; In the mean 
time Reserveing a power to myself to give or 
not to give, as I shall see cause and find 
Expedient, The Equall portion and half of the 
said yearly Intrest Ariseing from the said 
Mortifyed Sume, to the Master of the 
Grammar School of Inverness, in case he shall 
be keeper of the Library, According to the 
Rules proscribed, published, and Enacted by 
the Generall Assembly of the Church of Scot- 
land, the Twenty-ninth of March Seventeen 
and four years; and Tertio, After my 
Demise, That my Said Trustees Shall have 
the Management of my will in Manner foUow- 
inc, that Ls to say, my Said's Trustees Shall 
lay out and bestow the yearly Intrest of the 
above Mortifyed Sume in two Equall por- 
tions, The one half for Books for the good of 
the Burgh of Inverness and Encrease of the 
Publick Library, As the Ministers of Inver- 
ness or any two of them shall direct, and the 
other half to the keeper of the Library, If he 
be not one of the Ministers of the Bur^, 
In which case the whole Intrest Ariseing from 
the f orsaid sume is to be bestowed Upon 
Buying of Books, But in case the Ministers 
Shall find the Schoolmaster a worthy, de- 
serveing person, and Shall See the School 
Increasing and nurishing under his care, then 
and ill that case, for his Encouragement to 
be faithfuU and diligent in his office, and 
Cheifly and principally as a Salary for keep- 
ing of the Library, and for teaching Some 
Boys of the Name of Eraser, of a^good 
Capacity and Genius for Learning, Wnose 
parents are not in condition to pay the School 
Master's fees, But Befor the said School 
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Master be admitted to be keeper of the 
Library as abov^e^ he must be Ueguiarly pre- 
sented to the Said School According to Law, 
with the Approbation of the said Presbytery 
of the Bounds, and Subscrib the formu.a, 
conform to the Acts of Assembly, And next 
he must give Bond and Cationrie for his 
faithfuU administration, as Library keeper, 
conform to the Rule abovementioned, the 
twenty-ninth of March Seventeen and 
four years. As also I, the Said Mr James 
Fraser, haveing full pot^er and Commission 
from William Fraser, Esquair, Late Governor 
of Fort St Greorge, in the East Indies, My 
Brother German and Deceased, to allocate 
and direct the Legacies for publick Charit- 
able Uses left by him in his last will and 
Testament; And haveing, by vertue of the 
forsaid power and trust Committed to me, 
Remitted and payed to the Abovementioned 
Ministers, Magistrates, and Elders, the Sume 
ot Nine hundred Merks Money of Scotland, 
and that upon the Second day of Jully 
Seventeen and Eighteen Years, as the Recept 
thereof at full Length Bears. It is my will 
that the Said Sume of Nine Hundred Meiks 
Be Secured, Improven, and bestowed in all 
Respects as the abovementioned Thousand 
MerKs, And for the Better Ejiowledge, 
Remembrance and observation of the con- 
tents of this Mortification, I Hereby Will and 
Appoint, That not only the Same be Read in 
the Said Church Session Whenever the same 
is Returned, Signed, and Sealled by me, to 
the Said Trustees, and so oft thereafter as 
the other Mortifications to the Said Hospitall 
are Read therein, But also yt. the Same be 
Registrate in the Town Court Books of In- 
verness In futuram Rei Menioriam, and that 
Three Examplifications or Extracts thereof 
be taken out, whereof one to be sent to me, 
And another to be keept by the Magistrates 
present, and to come among the other writes 
of the Said Burgh ; A Third by the Trustees 
present, and to come among the other writes 
of the sd. Kirk Session, And to the Effect 
Their presents may be Registrate as a for- 
said, I constitute Alexr. McLean, Writer in 
Inverness, My Pror., In witness whereof 
Their puts Writen by Alexr. Baillie, Town 
Clerk of Inverness, Are Subscribed by me Att 
Granghill The Thirtieth day of Aprile One 
Thousand Seven hundred and Twenty-four 
years. Before these witnesses, William 
Fraser, my Grandson, and Robert Urquhart, 
Student of Philosophy, Being filled up by the 



200 Inverness Kirk Session Records 



Said Robert Urquhart, sio Subtr., Jaxnee 
Fraaer, Williain Fraser, Witness; Robert 
Urqubart, Witness. Extracted by me, Sio 
Subtr., Alexr. Baillie, Clerk." 

"Which deed Above Nominated the Session 
did and hereby does Gratefully Acccvpt of, and 
Appoint The Modr.. in the Session's Name, to 
Write a Letter or thankful! Acknowleage- 
ments to the Said Mr James Fraser." 

"Tlie Session Also Appoint Bill to be 
Drawn upon Baillie William McLean, Hospi- 
tal Treasure for a guinie to Alexander Bailne, 
Town Clerk, for Drawing up the originall 
paper and Extracts." 
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No. IV. 

In 1793 the Library was removed from the 
room in Donbar^s Hospital to the Academy 
Hall, where it remained till 1817, when it 
was shifted back again to the old Library 
Boom. 

"22]id Jany., 1745. 

"Messrs Fiascr & McBean Report Tliat at 
tlie Sale of Books belonging to the Deceast 
Mr William Baillie, They bought the £Follow- 
ing Books for use of the Library, ris., 
Bennet's Oratory, two volumes; Waterland's 
Sermons, Damn's method of Studying 
Divinity, Verlot's Revolutions of Rome, 
3 volumes of Spanheim's Introduction to 
Church Hieitory, Ductor Historeins placetti'S 
Miscellanies, 5 Volumes: 4 Volumes of 
Ditto Do. on Diverse Suojeots; 2 Volumes 
Jurien's Critical History, 2 volumes 
Morning's Exercises ; 5 volumes Gilie8i)ie's 
Miscellany Questions, Haliburton against 
Deists, Cambridge Concordance, Bera's New 
Testament, TertuUian's Works, Boyd on the 
Ephesians, Basle's Dictionary, 6 volumes; 
Mill's Greek New Testament, Flacac Opera, 
2 volumes; Origen's Chiefest Opinions, ana 
Sibellius. The amount of the price of the 
said Books is lOloven Pounds Tn^'elye Shillings 
and Two pence Sterling. Hie Session appoint 
Provost John Hossack, Hospital Treasurer, 
to pay the said money out of the fftmd apprcK 

Eriated for Buyings Books for the Said 
ibraiy, t-o Provost W^illiam McLean as 
Executor to the Deoeast Mr Baillie." 

"12th Dec. 1762. 

"Tlie Session appointed the moderator, Mr 
McKenzie, Provost McLean, and Donald 
Fi*aser, as a committee to Enquire into the 
Interest Due on Dr Eraser's & his Brother's 
mo:tification for Buying Books for the 
Library, and make Report?' 

"19th December, 1762. 
"Tlie Committee to Enquire into the 
Interest due on Dr Eraser & Brother's 
mortiBcation to the Librarv for Buying 
Books, do make Report as ffoUowB : — 
lo. They find the Deed of Morti- 
fication Recorded in the Sea- 
sion RegistcKT. page 664, Anno 
1724, One Tliousand merks 
paid in Novr. and December 
1712, and Nine hundred 
Merks paid the Second day 
of July 1718 yeart. 

26 
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2do. They find in the Session 

Register, page 379, Anno 
1720, that the Interest of 

Said Fund was Saperezpended £5 12 11 
3tio. Bj order of Session, paid 

to Mr George Steele for 

Books ... 1 2 10 

By William McLean, Hospital 

Treasurer, 20th June 1723, 

and in page 547 of the Ses- 
sion Register, Anno 1724, 

William McLean, Hospital 

Treasurer, paid to Alexr. 

Baillie, Town Clerk, for draw- 
ing up the original paper & 

Extracts of this Mortifica- 
tion, one Guinea 1 1 (? 

4to. From Baillie Gordon's 

Accot. of his Intromissions 

with the hospital funds, they 

find in An Article Stated 

therein, that he advanced out 

of the Interest of this Morti- 
fication for Books 3 15 

uto. They find the Amount of 

Debursements by Provost 

Hossack, hospital Treasurer, 

for Books, Salary to the 

Library keeper, &c., to 

Martinmas 1750 26 9 9i 

Gto. They find paid by Mr 

Andrew Murray, present 

Hospital Treasurer, to 

Mr Ferguson, Grammar 

Schoolmr., for Salary as 

Library keeper, to Whitsun- 
day 1752 2 15 6i 

£40 17 1 
7me. Th^ find the Interest of 
said Mortification from Whit- 
sunday 1752 Amount to ... £168 17 9 

Debursements 40 17 1 

Ballance of Interest Due by 
the Hospital at Whitsun- 
day 1752 for Buying Books 128 8 

"The Session having Considered the above 
Report, do Return their thanks to the Com- 
mittee for their Care & Diligence for bring- 
ing the same into So Distinct a form, & do 
order the said Report to Ly on the Table, to 
give an opportunity to any Member of the 
Session that take the trouble to Compare the 
said Report with the Session Register and 
Hospital Accounts Referred to, and they 
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further appoint that Two Quire be bound and 
kept in the Hospital Treasurer's hands, in 
which this minute may be Inserted, & the 
further management of this mortification 
may be Continued/' 

"22d Dec^nber, 1753. 

''The Session, Considering that they hare 
not Laid out but a Small part of the Sum 
Allotted for purchasing books for the Library, 
they Recommend to the Ministers to purchase 
Such books as they shall think most Useful 
and proper for the Increase of the Library, 
to the Extent of Twenty pounds Sterling or 
thereby, and to Report Catalogues of Such 
Books at times Convenient." 

"12th June 1764. 

"The Session beins informed this day by 
Mr Hector Scott, Mercht., & one of their 
Ministers, that the late reverend Mr Alexr. 
McKenzie, Episcopal Minr. at Edinr., now 
deceased, son to the revd. Mr Hector 
Mt?Kenzie, sometime Minister in this place, 
had bequeathed in Legacy to the Library of 
this Town all his Greek & Latin books, & 
having produced a letter from Sir James 
Wood. Bart., at Edinr. ^ acquainting that the 
said books are Contained in two wooden 
presses, the key of which is in his Custody, A 
that he or Mr Jno Bell, dark to the Signet, 
Lawn Mercat, will deliver these books to any 
who are properly Authorised by the Session 
to receive them. The Session understanding 
that the revd. Mr Murdach McKenzie sets off 
for Edinr. to-morrow (if the Lord wiU), They 
Judged most proper to Appoint him to re- 
ceive the said Books, as tney hereby do, A 
to order the Transportation of them to this 

Elace, A Appoint Extract hereof to be given 
im." 

6th Feby. 1776. 

"An Acct. being presented to the Session 
by William Cuming, Glazier^ for furnishing 
Glass, Painting, Ao,, for the Library, Writing 
School, and Gktrrete, to the Extent of 
£5 3s 9d, They Appt. Mr William Murray. 
Hospital Treasurer, to pay the same, ana 
take Mr Cuming's Receipt Accordingly." 



"22nd Decern. 1779. 

"The Session considering that Mr Robert 
Rose, One of the Ministers, has taken the 
Charge of the Library Since Mr Hector 
Fraser, lata Sdiool BCaster, reei|ped bis 
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office, they appoint the Said Mr Bohert Rose 
and Mr Watson, with Baillie Murray and 
John Grant, Elders, to revise the Severeal 
Accompts. of Books hou^t since Mr Hector 
took Charge of the Said Library, together 
with an Acct. of the whole Books in the 
Libraiy, and what Niim}>ev of tboni May be 
Amissing, and report Accordingly." 

"12th Novr. 179S. 

"A letter was this day received from Baillie 
Inglis respecting the Library, and the Answer 
thereto, & with a Letter in consequence of 
that answer." 

(Copy). 
'Inverness. 12th Novr. 1798. 

"The Revd. Mr Alexr. Fraser. 

"My Dear Sir, — There are several matters 
to which it is necessary to call the attention 
of the Directors of the Academy, but I am 
ashamed to propose their meeting untill the 
Ministers and Magistrates perform their 
engagement as to the Library, the Presses 
for the Books having been long since expected 
in the Hall. I pray yon to mention this 
matter to your worthy Colleagues, and let 
us not be deterrd from doing what is right 
by unfounded opposition, come from what 
quarter it may. — I am, Ac, 

(Signed) "Willm. Inglis." 

(Copy). 

"Inverness, 14th Novr. 1793. 

"William Inglis, Esq. 

"My Dear Sir, — I hereby acknowledge your 
favour of the 12th curt., and which, having 
communicated to my Colleagues, We have 
resolved that the Books shall be removed with 
all convenient speed, and placed in the New 
Presses prepared for them. This removal is 
Consonant to the last Will and Testament of 
the Donor ; were it not so we could not find 
ourselves at Liberty to agree to it; And by 
the Deed of Mortification we find that the 
Librarian must be either One of the Ministers 
or the Master of the Grammar School. But 
as in the event of appointing the Grammar 
Schoolmaster to the Office of Librarian, a 
Salary is annexed of no less than t^e half of 
the Interest of the Mortifyed Sums, and as 
the Sums mortifyed cannot bear it, We are 
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resolved that one of the Ministers shall take 
that trouble to attend for the givinj^ out and re- 
oeivins of Books as often as may hereafter be 
judged ezpediont. It must be understood 
that the librarian will admit of no Keys but 
those in his keeping, as no person would take 
the charge of the^ooks on the Supposition 
of other Keys to the Presses. — I am, Ac, 

(Signed) ''Alxxr. Frarbr." 

(Copy). 
'Inverness, 18th Novr. 1793. 

"The Bev. Bir Alexr. Fraaer, Inverness. 

"My Dear Sir, — I received your favour of 
the 14th, A have communicated what your 
Colleagues & you have resolved on as to the 
removal of the Library and the subsequent 
management of it, which is entirely agree- 
able to them, and the thanks of aU interested 
in the Institution is most certainW due to 
them and you for this fresh proof of your 
desire to make it flourish. If the removal is 
onoe begun^ we will get the Directors to meet 
for examinmg the C^hier's Accounts, takina 
measures for calling in the Subscriptions, and 
considering some other matters of conse- 
quence to the Academy. — ^I am, &oJ* 

"6th May 1794. 

'The Session Considering the Labour which 
Mr Thomas Fraser, of the Academy, has 
taken to arrange the Books in the Library, 
appoint Baillie Toung to give him Five 
Cfuineas for his trouble, A Twentv Shillings 
to the Officers who assisted him ; Also, to let 
the Library room." 

"19th Deoemr. 1798. 

"Wat next sould be attend to was the 
Library Fund of £165 lis l^d, and on inspect- 
ing it, they find that there is four years' 
Interest due to it, amounting to £33 2s.'' 

"29th July 1817. 

"The ministers and Remanent Members of 
the Kirk Session having observed, with 
reeret, thaL the Books under their Manage- 
ment in the Hall of the Academy have been 
much injured, and also that liberty had been 
taken with the Presses, They resolved to 
withdraw the Books from the Hall, and re- 
place them in the Old library Room. For 
this purpose they direct that tibe said room be 
fittea up, they further appoint that seven 



206 Inverness Kirk Session Rteords. 



Guineas be paid annually to the Hospital 
Funds, from the Marriage Fund, by way of 
Rent, and the first payment to commence 
Whitsunday 1818." 

"25th May 1824. 

"It being stated that the Library Fund has 
now for many years been mingled with the 
Hospital Fund, & the accts. kept in the 
same Books, it would be desireable to have 
these Accounts separated, & kept so for the 
future: The Session appoint such to be the 
manner in which these monies be hereafter 
settled, & accordingly the Treasurer was 
instructed to lodge the Library Money in the 
North of Scotland Branch Office here, & take 
a Receipt for the same separately from all 
other monies belonging to the Session." 

"8th June 1824. 

"The Treasurer reported that of the 
Library Money, amounting in all to Two 
Hundred and Seventy Nine pounds thirteen 
Shillings and three pence, ne had laid in 
Bank, per order, Two hundred & Seventy 
eight poimds, that he paid accounts 
due by Librarv for airiiqz the Books 
& taking care of the room, Seventeen Shil- 
lings & Six pence, & that he has in hand now 
fifteen Shillmgs & Nine pence Stg. The 
Acct. of the Library was appointed to be 
entered in the Library Acct. Book, & the 
same to be adhered to strictly at every 
settling of the Annual accoimts." 



DUNBARS HOSPITAL, l.iliS. 
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No. V. 
DUNBAR'S HOSPITAL. 

Nmit the bottom of Church Street, ahnost under 
the shadow of the churches, tliere is a quaint old 
building which at once attracts the attention of 
the stranger pusser-by. Fur one reason, the house 
abutfl on the street at an angle ; ita masonry, a 
mixture of dreaned and undressed stone, carved 
panel above tha doorway, and other singular charac- 
teristics, including its archways and projecting 
bases, tell everyone that it has a history dii>tinc- 
tive from every other building in the street, and 
indeed in all tne town there is no other like it. 
Tills is "Dunbar's Hospital,*' a building for which 
all men hikI women Inverness bom should have an 
atfectiouate regard as being now one of the few 
linkH wliicli counect the Inverness of to-day with 
Old Invtfmesa of the seventeenth century. Al- 
though built in 1668, it is not the original Hos- 
pitaJ of Inverness, for in the old "Count Bo<^" 
of the Kirk iSession references are made as early 
as 1661-3 to the hospital house in the Hospital 
Treasurer s diMcharge which takes note of "dis- 
bursnientH for peyinflr ye house to yo hospital, 
peying for lyine, sand, and pynerfrie*, with what 
was given Robe McUoul, Bedmane, with sever oyer 
debursmcnte," which also indicates that there were 
thua early pensioners on the funds. There had 
boon for certiiin an Hospital Treasurer fnmi 1657, 
John Hepburn by name, and) he must have had 
almost certainly a predecessor or predeceysors, 
for the account4s show that monies belonging to 
the hospital had been lent since 1641. In Hep- 
bum's discharge, dated 1663, the hospital pos. 
sessions are summarised — "The soume of all ye 
moneys i-estinff to ye hoapitall, either be bonds, 
precepts, or decreets, infeftment, or money in 
hand is ye soume off ower and above ye hospitall 
house, £5994 6s 8d (ScotK)." 

Ill King James's Cliarter to the town, dated 
1591. t]u: Hospitiil of Inverness is mentioned. 

It is to be feared the "Count Book" would not 
satisfy the requirements of up-to-date accounting, 
but it betokens a trust and faith, beautiful in its 
simplicity, and doubtless rare, even in those 
simple times. If figures are esdiewed much can- 
not De made out of the contents of a "Count Book,** 
yet here and there there is an oddity andl also a 
variety of expression which attracts one, as in 
the entry apostrophising Robert Barbour, mer- 
chant in Inverness, "whois memory is recorded for 
worth." and for whose 1000 merks "the liord will 
surely repay him and his. Bessie Wright, the 
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"umqll wyff of Robert ThomBon did not forget 
the hospital, and it also receivedi a "frie will offer" 
of £40 ISoots from James Fuller. William Bailsie, 
Cordinar, gift€d £14 Scots. Many others also 
niortitied sums to the hospital according to their 
ability and fancy, which proves that tliere weie 
good and charitable souls about Inverness who 
had regard to the temporal welfare of the less 
fortunate of their townsfolk. Their works liye 
after them, and their memory should not be lost 
si^t of. 

Among those whose memories have a claim on 
the gratitude of succeeding generations of poor 
beneficiaries are : — 

James llobertoon 

Thomas Robeitsou 

John Outbbert of Little Drakies 

Jon. Crop's wyitf 

Rot. Neikon * 

Janett Morray, spow&e to Jon. 
M_Conchie 

James Cuthbert off Drakies 

William Neilson, Elder ... 

James Grordon, mr. mason 

Jaunet Syncklar, spowse to Jon. 

Rotson of Inohes 153 6 8 

(200 merks of above given for 
Inches Burial Place.) 

James Dunbar, younger, merct.... 84 

Alexr. Dunbar — ^the Dunbar nar 
excellence, who during nis 
treasurership wrote wiUi his 
own hand in the ''Count 
Book this entry : — "Morti- 
fied be tlie^sftid AUexr. Dun- 
bar, provost of Inveiness, HoH- 
pitall thesnurer, the around 
right off the! HospitaU and 
yard yroff with ye wholl hospi. 
tall wtyhouse, and all uyr cas- 
ualties within the same, all 
wch he buvlded on bis own ex- 
pen.'Jb'is, qcli. extend."* to, and 
wch hospitall and yard hes 
been mantaint and repared on 
yo said Prove«t, his vxpi'iLSsis 
since the buylding tliereof till 
the tearme of Martinmas, six- 
teen hundred four-score three 
years 4000 merks. 

The much-honoured Hugh Robert- 
son, late Provest of Inver- 

uCbo ... ... ... ,,, <)<30 O O 

The vortliy Burges, ThomBA Mac- 

nuyer 425 

George Duncan, Hos. Treasurer... 104 13 
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With regard to Akxr. Dunbar's two donationa of 
2000 mencft each, although inserted above aa among 
the earlieat gifts, it has to be observed that the 
4000 marks are not charged up directly in the 
"Count Book" against the Treaaurer of the Hos- 
pital till a much later period. The Inches Burial 
Place, for which 200 mrerks of above was allotted, 
can still be seen in the High Churcli.Yard. Its 
carved pillars and ancient appearance plainly in- 
dicate it belongs to the pairt^. 

Provost Alexr. Dunbar succeeded John 
Hepburn as treasurer, and retained oflSce 
till 1683, wlien he was succeeded by 
Hew Robertson, bailie, whose charge in "Bonds, 
Precepts, Acta off Counsoll and' wyr. ways 
was ... ... ... ... ... £»9957 8 

and money 1306 18 4 



£11,264 6 4 

showing that the Hospital funds were accumulat- 
ing under careful management. Hew Robertson 
retired from the oflSce at Whitsunday 1688, in 
favour of James Maclean, whose charge is: — 

Bonds, &c. ...£13,056. 01. 4 
Money ... 14. 05. 4 



£13,070. 6. 8 



During Maclean's tenure of the treaaurership 
the foundation of considerable trouble and confu- 
sion waa laid up for the Kirk Session in connec- 
tion with the funds. The usual Audit Committee 
of the Kirk Session waa appointed to examine 
Maclean's accounts, and found that instead of the 
ordinary charge and discbarge in detail, as given 
in by previous treasurers, Maclean, on this occa- 
sion produced only single Dr. and Cr. entries on 
pageh 18-19 of the G)unt Book, under the designa- 
tion of "James McLean, his accompt currant to 
the Hospitall of Inverness." Macleaii takes no 
note of his charge account, £13^070 6s 8d, taken 
over from his predecessor ; he simply debits him- 
self with a lump sum, £8571 28 8d, and then clears 
the amount by a credit entry equally as vague. 
"The Committee certify that the Thesaurer did 
deburse this sum conform to the instructions given 
in to the Committee, appointed by the Seosit-n 
for revising his accompt, and confomi to yer re- 
port given in to the Session the nynteinth lay of 
Juno la*t (1701). The report made to the Session 
by its Committee is a strong one, and although 
rather lengthy, is worth quoting, not for the saJce 
of the figures, which are of little interest, but be- 
cause ".t suggests Uiat Mr Hector Mackenzie and 

27 



210 Inverness Kirk Session Records. 



his friends during the unsettled condition of tlie 
place in the traoaition period dipped their hands 
freely into the hospital money-bag for the purpose 
of proselytising — 

16th June 1701. 



«i 



"The Seasion approves of ike report of the Com- 
mittee that were appointed and ordained to revise 
the accounts of Baillie McLean, late hospitall 
thesaurer, and the Session referrs the bussiness 
interly in cumullo to the Presbiterie. The tenore 
yroff follows : — 

"The Report of the Comittie appointed by the 
Session of Inverness upon the nynth day of June 
1701, for inspecting, revising, and fitting accompts 
of Baillie James McLean, hospitall thesaurer, left 
by him. The Session taking to their most seri- 
ous consideration how long the acct« of James 
McLean, Hospitall thesaurer. hade lyen over un- 
fitted and imcleared, and witiiall dehberately con. 
siderinff the advantage thiit might acrue to the 
hospiUul on that account, did nominat and a-p- 
point the persons foUowin^^ ((to witt) The Magis- 
trates, Mr Walter Allan, Moderatour of Session ; 
Qeorge Cuthbert of Castlehill ; James Dunbar, 
George I>unca.n, David Stewart, and James Tliom- 
son. Elders, to be a Comittee to fitt and ex- 
amine the sd acctts. of the above Mr James 
McLean. Badllie. 

"In ooedienco to which appointment the sd 
Committee did meett in the Laich Counsell house, 
the place appointed by the Session, end being 
constitute by prayer, dad elect and choise James 
Dunbar, one of yr number, to be yr dark, and 
having taken up severall sederunt-s in examining 
of the sd accotts, gave in the following re- 
port: — 

"That they finde that James McLean, hospitall 
thesaurer, had instructions for all hrs dispurse- 
ments. 6ut yet upon the reasons following could 
not approve of his accotts., because having ex- 
actly compared the principll soumes of the bonds 
given in to the said Baillre Mclioan by Provest 
Robertson, late thesaurer, with the principll 
soumes now remaining, they doe findc that there 
is sunk and deficient of the prfincipU stock four 
thousand two hundred and fiftie four pound 
seventeen shilling eight pennies Scotts money, and 
this contrarie to the designe of all mortifications 
or donations qt someyer. 

"They finde depursed by private orders of the 
Magistrates and Mr Hector Markenzie. the Episco- 
pal Incumbant, interpelled by authoritv, most vr 
off was subscryved by our Session Clerk contrarie 
to ins Ofith <1e fidele administrao'ne. We finde 
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also some precepts drawn upon the Thes&urer by 
the Toun GounBell, all amoonting to the sum of 
one thousand nyn hundred and three pounds four- 
teen shilling Scotts money. Ther thus medlling 
is the mor agravated when we consider that not 
only the legal! Session according to the foundation 
and use and wont qch wee are ready to instruct, 
are sole managers, and upon this account, what- 
ever should l^ disposed off, should be by ther 
speciall order and warrand. But also that most 
of the said precents wcr drawn by the Magis- 
trates after they themselyes wer joined to the 
k'gall Eldership by Act of the Committee of the 
Gem rail Assemblie for visiting the North, of date 
eight day of August, on thousand six hundred and 
nyntie four yearse, and when actuall ministers of 
the present establi«iment wer here upon the place, 
some of whom wer under call to this Congregation, 
who by vertue of yr commission wer Moderatours 
of the Legall Session during the time of yr Com. 
mission, as if they wer settled ministers of the 
place. For these two reasons the said Commit- 
tee declare to ther Constituents (the Session) that 
they could not in conscience approve of these 
accorapts as Just, Legall, and formall, and they 
give it in as ther humble opinion and propose ii 
as ane overtour, that the wnole affair in cumulo 
anil the above-named persons be referred to the 
Reverend the United Presbiteries of Murray, given 
in to the Session bv the sd Committee in ther 
najne, the eighteenth day of June 1701, by sio 
subt. "Wal. Allan, Modr. 

"J. DuNBAB, cl. com." 
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No. VI. 

Ill tlie last instuhneiit a Committee was found 
difciapproving of the accounts submitted by the 
Trea.surer of the Ilospital, on the ground that 
although he had received instructions for his dis- 
bursements, yet these disbursements were of an 
improper kind, and had made serious inroad on 
the funds. Tbe subject continues to excite atten- 
tion : — 

•^rd June 1701. 

"It was required by the Magistrates and oyis 
of the Elders who wer absent the last Session day 
that the report made by the Comittie appointed 
to revise accotts. of Baillie McLean should be 
read, qch accordingly was done : against qch re- 
port the Provest and" oyrs of his adherants pro- 
tested as follows: — 

*'That day Provest Dufif, in name and behalf 
of himself and remneant magistrates, heretours, 
and Elders, adherants, protest against the pre- 
tended report as altogether illeeall and nnwar- 
runtable, In respect the Session haveing nominat 
and appointed' the Magistrates, Provest Robert- 
son, Diple, and Drumore, to be members of the 
Comittie jointly with those who sat and made 
the pretended report, yet non of them, the the 
major part of the Committie, wer present there- 
at, and so without them thor could be no lawful 
Committie. especially considering that the Session 
gave no alowaoice for a select quorum to sitt in 
absence of tJbe rest, and even those who satt wer 
under no necessity to make a report in that (junc- 
ture) per se without the oyr members seeing 
att the very next Sessions on ajpplication the Act 
might have been rectified' as to that point after 
qch and not before the quorum might warrantbly 
in absence of the rest make a report. The Pro- 
vest, for himself, and in name and behalf for sd 
protest against the pretend^ reference follow- 
ing on the report that no respect be hade yrto. 
Because the report, qch is the foundation yroff, 
is altogether illegall and unwarrantable, for the 
reasons forsaid, and tbe foundation being taken 
away, the superstructure falls of course, and in 
super at thajnaking of the rcferrance itself ther 
was nothing lyk a full Session, the magistrates 
and Eminent Elders being absent, without whom 
ther ought no act to pass in ane affair of 9Qch 
consequence. 

"To qch it was replyed by the Moderatour that 
they sustaneed themselves as a Legall Comittiie, 
in respect tiiese who wer appointed to meet would 
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not appear, notwithstanding that they wer seri- 
ously exhorted' to stay and join with them accord- 
ing to the Session^B appointment.*' 

"^ June 1701. 

"'ihe Session haveing taken to consideration 
the affair of Baillie McLean, late hospitall 
thesaurer, to salve the Session *s credit, aiowed 
the referrance to stand, but did appoint a Com- 
mittie of yr number to roeett and oonferr about 
the affair,* and bring in ane healling overteur. 
The persons that were appointed to this effect 
are the Provest, Baillie Barbour, Baillie Mcin- 
tosh, the Laird of Culloden, Castellhill, Dunain, 
Provest Robertson, Diple, James Dunbar, George 
Duncan, James Thomson, and David' Stewart, and 
to make report the next Session day.' 



n 



"29tih June 1701. 

"liie Gomittie appointed to bring in ane heal- 
ling overteur, report that takeing to consideration 
that Mr Walter Allan, minister of the Gospell at 
Collingtoun, that he was now to remove from 
this, his Commission being expyred, and also his 
aversion to dip furder in the affair of Baillie 
McLean, They did propose that a letter be sent 
by the Magistrates to the Reverend the Presby- 
tery of Murray, desyring that a prudent, grave, 
and experienced minister be sent up to moderate 
in the affair of the Session, and particularly to 
accommodate in the affair of Baillie McLean, late 
hospitall thesaurer, as also that the reference do 
stand in case of no accomadn. The qoh the Ses- 
sion did approve." 

Immediately after these reports, on l»t July 
1701 another meeting of the Session's Audit Com- 
mittee was held, when a new "state of affairs" 
was proihiced, which showed funds amounting to 
a sum of £11,823 10s 2d of principal and in- 
terest*}, and which were handed over by Maclean*8 
friends to George Duncan, his successor aa Hospi- 
tal TreajBurer. Even then it was by no means 
a clear or honourable settlement, as on 15th De- 
cember 1701, it wwB urged! by George Duncan, hos- 
pital treasurer, "that ther is a debt owin^ be 
James McLean, late thesaurer to the hospitaJl, 
qrin he craves the Session's adwice aunent it. The 
qch the Session considered* off, advised the sd 
George Duncan to accept of the principll. soum 
of three hundreth and ffiftie pounds, and to naas 
from the @ rents from the date of the bonds.*^ 

Baillie Maclean's slovenly methods of account- 
ing roused the Kirk Session into action, which 
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resulted in the under-metttioned' set of instruc- 
tions: — 

"Imo. That the Hospitall Thesaurer shall use 
all Dilligence to secure the Debts Resting by 
Bonds or other wayes to the Hospitail, and to 
havu them tran8acted in his own persone before 
the Caurio be prescribed by Law. 

"2du. That the prinll. summes shall not be 
disposed at any tyme, but still kept whole and 
entire, and no more yearly depursed than the @ 
rents. 

**3tr(). That what prinll. sunmies and @ rents 
were left by the Donors and to be disposed ac- 
cording to their win, but thi* ((C rent accresioncs at 
the discretion of t^e Session. 

''4to. That a thousand marks shall be borrowed 
on the credit of the Hospitail stock since ther is 
no cash at present to be given in by the late 
Hospitail Thesaurer, qch is to ly in the new 
Thesaurer's hands for pre-advanceing, and is to be 
payed with the (ft- rents of the stock at the year's 
end, or sooner if possible." 

"5to. That ther shall be no draughts in time 
comeing on the Thesaurer, but by publick orders 
and Act of Session, and recordecl in the Session 
Books. 

"6to. That the @ rents shall be raised once in 
the year, and a clause in the bonds relative 
yrto, and wliat shall not be depurKwl of the said 
@ rents sluiU be improven by giveing the same 
out upon bond, bearing interest. 

'*7mo. That a i)articular number chosen by the 
Session shall yearly examine the Thesaurer's ac- 
cots. 

"8vo. Whatever Debtor s!hall let three years @ 
rent run on unpayed, both prinll. and interest 
shall be raised out of his hands, and shall be 
stocked in ane other's. 

'*9no. That when a piinU. summe due be b(»nd 
is payed to the Thesaurer he shall acquaint the 
Session yrof, and likewise take their advice in 
giveing it out or any other money in lend. 

"lOmo. That non of this stock shall be lent to 
any man. tho never soe responsall, without a 
caur. for him. 

"17th day of July 1701. Ihe said day the Ses- 
sion approves of t^e above written instructions. 

'Alexb. Bishop, Clk., Session." 



", 



In 1706 George Duncan relinquished the 
treasurership to George Thomson, whose charge 
account amounted: to £13,597 14s 6d. Thomson 
held the appointment till 1712. Under tibe ad- 
ministration of these two treasurers the Hospital 
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finances began again to improve. When Thomson 
handed over the affairs of the Hospital to James 
Dunbar (Whitsundav 1712), the latter accepted as 
his charge £16,46'/. The inconvenience arising 
from the want of a capital aocount was seriously 
felt not for the first time. The financial methods 
practised were simple in the extreme, and led 
to important items being dronned out, and these 
were only recovered by subsequent examination 
of the securities, which of course then in- 
volved rectification of accounts. In connec- 
tion with Thomson's discharge a note is made by 
the Audit Committee in their report re- 
garding a half coble of fishing on the River Nens 
purchased by the Session, more correctly held as 
security from James Dunbar, late bailie, and 
valued at £2000 Scots. In addition to the half 
coble, Bailie Dunbar's heirs owed the Session 
£2666 13r 4d Scots, for which in his lifetime 
Bailie Dunbar "gave off the lands above \he hill." 
The Committee alco found there was still owing 
to the Hospital by Bailie Dunbar's said heirs 
£609 16s Scots, and they also found that £333 
6s 8d was "doted to the* Hospital about Lambas 
laAt'* (1712) by the heirs of the deceased John 
Mackintofth, late bailie of Inverness, not charged 
up agadnst their treasurer. 

The Audit Committee acknowledged receipt 
of and mentioned as worthy of notice "a 
very strong and curious iron chest, that 
the aforeiiaid James Tiio.nson hath gifted 
unto the Session for the use of the hospitall.' The 
early financial history of the Trust scarcely calls 
for further remark at this time. It may be more 
interesting to return to other hospital matters. 

Baillie James Maclean only owed the Session 
a debt out of the monies he was handling, but 
another of his clan, Baillie William Maclean, 
subsequently Provost, and styled of Dochgar- 
roch, charged against the Hospital a/c ''Expenses 
and trouble of ^ years @ £60 per annum, £210," 
an example which his successor was quick to 
imitate. The Audit Committee, reporting on 
Bailie Gordon's accounts, 1725-31, report^-*'The 
said Committie observe that the said Baillie Gor- 
don tak*s credite to himself for the sum of sixty 
pounds Scots p. annum on accot of the expenses 
ami trouble in managing the affairs of the Hos- 
pital Stock," which, as the same was not prece- 
dent ed except on the accorapts. of his immediate 
predecessor, whose a/cs tho' they were received 
.inrl extended in the TVeasurer'sbook. after re- 
vising by a Committee, wore not yet discharged, 
and therefore the said article is referred to the 
Session, and for six years £360. 
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No. VII. 

The subject of Dunbar's Hospital is still con- 
tinued. 

Unstinted praise is ^ven to Alexander Dunbai- 
of liermuckattie, Provoety and Hospitbl 
Treasurer, for his great liberality to the 
Hoapital, but it has tio be confess^ that the Dun- 
bars were rather a mixed lot. Alexander Dun- 
bar of Bermuckattie himself, evidently the suc- 
cessor of the ex-Provost in the estate, and no 
doubt a relative, was delated to the Session, and 
stood the discipline in August 1697. The Pro- 
vost's other heirs also gave oonsidarable trouble 
before the legacy bequeathed by the Provost was 
recovered, and another Dunbar made away with 
a large sum of the Reparation money, which was 
only recovered after legal proceedings had been 
instituted. Afa one time there was no less than 
tliree persons named* Dunbar in the Session at 
the same time. They seemed to be of the same 
family, so it is rather a puzzle to identify the 
transactions ol each separately. 

The entry written by Provost Dunbar in the 
earlier part of the Count Book, setting forth his 
gift of the Hospital, has been referred to al- 
ready. Further on in the book another and more 
extended entry is made, and this time the signa- 
ture is witnessed by the Treasurer and the Dean of 
Quild of the burgh, and ano'ther person sumamed 
Dunbar, evidentlv a relative of Provost Dunbar. 
It may be that tne Session had misgivings about 
the adequacy of the former conveyance ; if not for 
that, for some other i^eason this record of the 
gift was considered necessary. It is insertied 
nere— 

"At Inverness, the tenth day of Jary, sixteen 
hundred and four score and four viers, the said 
day, in presence of the Session fuilie conviened, 
Alexr. Dunbar, late Provest of Inverness, have- 
ing bought ye ground right and bu vht on his owin 
proper charges and expenssis, ane hospitall house 
for ve use ^ the poor of the sd burgh, and ane 
yard thereto belonging and mortiffied, and dedi- 
cat ye same on his expenssis till the tearme of 
Martimes, sixteen and four score and thrie yiers 
for ye use of poor, to be disposed off at ve pru- 
dence of ye said Session, and that this his 
mortiffica'ne might be the mor fuilie confirmt and 
whollie given to ye use forsaid, Desyred the gift 
might hi insert and registrat in this Session 
book, after the manner following: — ^Ffirst, ho 
mortifBes and dedioats the lower roome in ye 
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■outh end of the said hospitall to be a fframmer 
schoole ffor the use of tne towne of uivemess 
ffor ever. Secondlie, he apoynts the Weyhouse 
in ye north end and ye yafde (the rent therof 
being at present £Fourtie twa punds Scotts moey) 
flor upholding ye whole ffabrick and all the rowms 
above fifor tiie use of the poore, to be placed there- 
in by the Session of InvemeM, and for ye f order 
confirma'ne hierofP he hath subsoryved thir putH 
beffur the members ofif the Session, consisting off 
llagistraj^ ministers, and* elders thereof, beffor 
witness Wm. Duff, thesurer off ye burgh of In- 
▼emees ; James Dunbar, merchant ther ; and 
Robert Barbour, Deane of Qild off the said Burgh 
wryter hieroff. 

"A. DUNBAB. 

"Rob. Barbour, witnes. 
"J A. Dunbar, witnes. 
•*Wm. Duff, witnee.' 



tt 



"In Slezir's view of Inverness, dated 1662, 
the Hospital of Inverness is shown with a spire, 
which has long since disappeared, but an 
entry relating to it follows : — 

"29th Nov. 1767. 

"David Taylor, junior, gave in an account 
for Reparations to the Spire of the Hospital, 
and the same having been read, was commictted 
to a Committee to Examine and Report." 

It will be remembered that by Provost Dun- 
bar's Mortification "all the rowms above" were 
to be set apart for the use of the poor to be placed 
therein, but this condition does not seem to have 
been strictly observed by the Kirk Session, for it 
is seen that early in the history of the Hospital a 
complaint and protest is made by the Treasurer, 
who was anxious to carry out the well-known 
wishes, directlv expressed, of the late Provost 
under his own nand. The minutes bearing on the 
subject are rather interesting. They point to 
conflicting opinions between the members of 
Session. The liagistrates possibly claimed rather 
more tl)an their share of the patronage in the 
Hospital affairs. Whether it came of supineness 
on tne part of the remainder of the Session or of 
sweet reasonableness, it must be admitted that 
the Magistrates generally had their own way. 

"18th Sept, 1711. 

*ln reference to the Hospital, the Question was 
stated whether the will of the mortiner was best 
observed to have the poor people inhabiting the 
Hospital, or if they will not possess it, that the 
rooms be otherwise improven for the best advan- 
tage to the poor rather th%n be vacant. 

2« 
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"Jaraes Dunbar, church treasurer, and one of 
the Elders gave in a complaint that there was en- 
croachments made on Provosti Dunbar's donation, 
and the Trust he reposed in the Reverend Judica- 
torie by the Magistrats of the sd burgh, their 
taking upon them to appoint) the setting of a part 
of the hospital house upon rent without consent 
of the Session, who are made sole patrons thereof 
by the sd Provosti Dunbar, and contrarie to ane 
Act of Session intimat to the Magistrats in their 
baillie Court, showing Uiat the Hon>itnl Treasurer 
hade no power to sett any part of the sd Hospital, 
and therefore the sd James protested that botn the 
upper stories of the sd Hospital be made void and 
redde for receiving the poor, according to the will 
of the mortifier, other ways that the Magistrats 
be made lyable for all loss, skaith, and damage 
sustained thereanent, and hereupon took instru- 
ments in the Clerk's hand. To which Baillie 
Stewart returned answer that possess the rooms 
who will the next year, the Magistrats have de- 
cerned in favour of him tb whom it was set for 
this year, and that they will own it. 

"Provost Dunbar's Cnarter of Mortification of 
the sd Hospital, land, and rent thereto belonging 
being read, was ordered' to be here recorded, the 
tenor whereof follows : — 

Here follows the charter recorded in similai 
terms as before noted, of date 10/1/1684. 

"The said day. Session, in testimonie of their 
thankfulness to the said Alexr. Dunbar, Provost, 
and that his memorie for so pious and charitable 
a work may be kept always in remembrance among 
them, have appointied that the sd* Alexer. Dunbar, 
his name and eoat-of-arms, should bo sett up one 
several places thereof, and there continued so long 
as the said house shall endure. 

"Seoondly,That in all time coming if any per- 
son of the name of Dunbar living within the 
burgb of Inverness, if tlier condition rcquir to bo 
put in the said hospital, they being quiuifiod and 
deserving, they shall still be preferred before any 
in competition with them. 

"ITiirdly, That thei-e sliall be no hospital 
treasurer chosen during the life of the sd Alexr 
Dunbar without his special advice and content. 

"Fourth, That during the said Provost Dun- 
bar his life there shall none be put in the hospital 
or enjoy any nwintainance of same without hi'^ 
consent and advice, and thereafter without ask- 
ing the advice of Robert Barbour, Dean of OuiM 
of Invemeas, and James Dunbar, merchant in the 
said burgh, or their successors, who are nominat 
by the forsd Provost to the sd effect, and in re- 
spect that the rent of the wey house being at 



ARMS OF PROVOST DUNBAR. 

Dunbar, Provest of iNvtRNtss." 
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present twenty-four pounds Scotto, and the rent) 
of the yard eighteen pounds per annum, extending 
to forty-two pounds Scott«, which is mortifiea 
<is Kiid i», for niaiiitaining, decoring, and repair- 
ing the said hospital. 

''Therefor, we, the said Magistrats, minister, 
elders, and deacons of the Kirk Session of Inver- 
ness, oblidges us and our successors in our forsd 
offices to iMstow the same in all time coming for 
mttintaining, decoring, repairing sd hospital 
house, and also oblidge us and our forsds ever 
hereafter that if the rent of the sd house and 
yard should fall short to maintain, repair, and 
decor the sd hospital, that then the cnarge for 
doing thereof should be taken out of the hospital 
stock or annual rent thereof, whereby the sd hos- 
pital may be as in good condition as now iti is, 
which is hen^by declartid to be sufficiently scLitcd 
and watertight, and all the windows cased with 
oak, and in homologation of ane act containing 
ane discbarge tb tne sd Alexr. Dunbar, late 
treasurer of sd hospital, which is writt<in in the 
Hospital Treasurer his aocompt book of the forsd 
date, which act and discharge is subscribed by 
John Innes^ Session Clerk. We, the sd Magis- 
trates, miniaters, and elders, for us and our suc- 
cessors forsd, discharges the sd Alexr. Dunbar of 
all his intromissions with the sd hospitall bonds, 
receipts, or evi dents, or an^hing whatsomeever 
he hade in his custodie by virtue of his charge as 
IToJfpital TrciiHurer, by gone ])receeding the day 
and date of these puts, and in testdmonie of the 

g'emises th«»8e puts are written by the sd Robert 
arbour at our desire and subserved by us, day, 
date, and year of our Lord forsd, befor wit- 
nesses. 
**8ic Subscribitup — Joe Cuthberti, Provost ; Jm. 
Frascr, bailie ; J. Rose, bailie ; Wm. Duff, 
bailie; Hugh Robertson, bailie; Robert 
Barbour, Dean of Guild; Wm. Duff, 
treasurer ; Jas. Dunbar, one of the Elders ; 
Geo. Cumminj?, one of the Elders; David 
Teulor, one of the Elders ; John Hepburn, 
one of the Elders ; John Mcintosh, one of 
the Session; Wm. Thomson, one of 
the Session ; James Dunbar, ditfto ; Robert 
Rofls, ditto; J. Dunbar, sessioner; Wm. 
Baillie, on of Elders; Wm. Paterson, of 
the Session; Mr Gilb. Marshall, minr. at 
Inverness; Mk* Angus McBean, minr. at 
Inverness." 
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No. vin. 

HOSPITAL MATTERS. 

''THS AFFAIK OF JA9. BOT DUNBAR. 

"26 Toby. 1712. 

"The sd. day Jainee Dunbar, late baillie, 
appeared <fc desired that the airestment uptHi 
his rents should be loosed in respect that he 
is willing to give all satisfaction to the Hospi- 
tal! for payt. of what he owes by giving 
security in his lands to the Session's content- 
ment, & in order thereto that he shall use all 
dilligence to get these Chart eis &, papers re- 
lating to the lands above the hill now given 
to the Hospitall, & the half Coble of the water 
of Ness. & that he shall give security in tliat 

Eart of nis tenements called Baillie Hepburn's 
ouAes in the bridge street, not onlv in 
warrandice of the sd. lands above the hills, 
but also for payt. of the publick dues thereof, 
& that betwixt & the day of 

next to come, A upon this his performing the 
premises, the Session orders the airestment 
to be loosed, & no otherways, whereupon Act 
subsorived with his own hand. — Sic Subsci-i- 
tur, "Ja. Dunbar." 

"August 6th, 1712. 

"Appointed that Provost Duff, James Dun- 
bai*, with the Modr., meet with Baillie Dunbar 
anent the soouritie of what he owes to the 
Hospital." 

"March 19, 1713. 

"The sd. day compeared Jaiiies Dunbar, 
Hospital Treasure!', & produced some 
papers and insti notions whioli he obtained 
from some Advocats at Edinbr. in reference 
to what is oweing by the deceased, Baillie 
Dunbar & his repretsentatives to the Hospi- 
tal. The Session approved of his di!ligence, 
ft desired him to go on in the pursuite.'" 



"21st December 1756. 

"Andrew Murray, mercht.. Hospital 
Treasurer, Reported That upon the Day of 

A Summons of Reduction ft 
Declarator, at the Instance of George Baillie, 
Surgeon, the Eldest Son ft heir of the Deceast 
John Baillie, Writer to the Signet, as repre- 
senting Baillie James Roy Dunbar, for find- 
ing the rights and securities given by the said 
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decea«t Baillie James Roy Dunbar for payment & 
Satisfaction of the Mortification mJade by 
Provost Alexander Dunbar to the Hospital 
for the poor of the Bui*^, to be Satisfied & 
Extinct by the possession of the Lands & 
Fishing, That tne Ministers and Several 
Members of the Kirk Session had been Cited 
for their Interests to Compear before the 
Lords of Council & Session upon the day of 

''Reported that he, the said Hospital 
Treasurer, by advice of Some of the Members, 
had Spoke to John Fraser, Writer to Uie 
Signet, who did Revise the Conveyances & 
the Diligences conseouent of them ; That the 
said John Fraser had Drawn out a Memorial 
Relatinre thereto. And that now, by letters 
from the said John Fraser, Dated Edinr., 30th 
November & 16th Decbr. Lest, he is advised 
that the said George Bailhe Insists in his pro- 
cess of Reduction, & Desires that the Dis- 
positions made to the Managers of the Hospi- 
tal Fundl^, hail vouchers & Adjudications, 
may be Sent up to Edinburgh, & advised in 
order to Support the Claim of the hospittol. 

"Repoi*ted further that Mr Fraser having 
peremDtorily Demanded that the Adjudica- 
tions Should be sent in Course of Post, he acoorcU 
ingly did, by Yesterday's mail, Send them. The 
Session appointed Provost Hossack, Provost 
Maclean, Baillie James Fraser, & Mr Mao- 
keuzie, with the Hospital Treasurer, as a 
Committee to Correspond from time to time 
with Mr John Fraser about this affair^ ft 
Report, ft Do therein what wiJl be needful.'' 

"16th March 1762. 
"The Session having met Extraordinanr 
upon the affair of Provost Alexr. Dunbars 
Mortification, ft in regard there has been a 
ve;y tedious Process of Reduction, ftc, at 
the Instance of George Baillie of Mid Leys, 
Heir & representative of the said Alexr. Dun-« 
bar ft Basllie James Dunbar of Dalcross for 
recovering Possession of the lands ft fishing 
presently in the hands of the Eork-Session, 
tor payment of the annual Rent of the said 
Mortification, ft as the Kirk Session ft the 
said George Baillie have come to an Amiable 
agreement, That upon the said Mr Baillis^i 
paying them four hundred ft Seventy-five 
pounds Sterhng, They, the said Kirk-Sesaion, 
shall renounce, Discharge, up^ve, ft deliver 
the said lands ft fishings in their hands to the 
said George Baillie, ft to that Effect ft pur- 
pose. The said Kirk-Session have at this ayet 
chose, nominated & appointed Messrs 
Alexr. McBean ft Murdoch MdKenzie, Mini- 
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sters; Provost William Mcintosh, Baillie 
Janies Fraser, William McPhersou, George 
Schiviz, & I loot or Scott, Elders, to Subscribe 
a Discharge & renunciation in their name to 
that purpose, & they liereby Enact, & hold 
their Subscription to be as valid as if the 
whole Elders of the Kirk-Session were 
Signers to the said Deed." 

"10th August 1762. 

"Mr Andrew MujTay, Hospital Treasuier, 
repoi-ted that in obedience to the appoint- 
ment laid on him by the Session of date 23rd 
March last, he did Lodge Four hundred 
Seventy-five pound paid by George Baillie of 
Mid Leys at Edinr., To Mr John Fraser, 
Agent for the Session in that affair, with 
Twenty-five pounds Sterling more Ti*ans- 
mitted by him to the said Mr flFraser in the 
Bank of Scotland at 6 pet. upon the Twenty- 
eth of April last, & the Bank's secmity was 
laid befoie the Session, a Copie whereof 
follows : — 

'Bank of Scotland, 

Edinr., 20th April 1762. 

"Received from Andrew Murray, Hospital 
Treasurer in Inverness, on Acct. of said 
Hospitall, per Mr Jn. ffraser. Five Hundred 

Rounds Stirling, to be paid in the Company's 
Totes at the End of Twelve months with the 
Interest at 5 p. Centum p. annum." 

"bobebtson of inohss' half coble. 

"October 6, 1713. 

**The sd. day Mr Charles McLean, Town 
Clerk, gave in a petition shewing that where 
James Thomsone, Mercht. & late Hos;)i«tal 
treasurer, was inreft in a ha^f cobles Salmon 
fishing, conform to the disposition granted be 
Mr William Robertsone of Indies to the 
Hospital Treasurer, yr. upon, & now that the 
sd. Infeftments are now or a long time expede, 
desired that they would appoint James Dun- 
bar, present Hospital treasurer, to take up 
the papers & pay the Accompt, which 
amounted to the soume of twentie lbs. 
fourteen shill. Scotts money. Tlie Session 
considering the same, appointed the sd. James 
Dunbar to take np the papers from the 
Clerke, A clear his accompt, & like wise to 
pursue Inches for repayment." 

"August 30th, 1720. 

"Tlie Laird of Inches Intreated that the 
Session would be pleased to Appoint a Com- 
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niittie to meet with him in order to State 
AY^ompte betwioct them and him, The which 
The Session agreed unto, and Appointed the 
following persons for the sd. Committie, viz. : 
— Baillie Jaraee Dunbar. Baillie John Hos- 
sack, Thomafi Aires, Hospitall Theasnrer; 
John Fraser, William Neilson, And appoints 
Inches to Call for them when he woula have 
ym. meet." 

'^INOHVS' DEBT. 

"Novr. 21, 1721. 

"The Modr. and Baillie McLean are ap- 
pointed to wait upon Alexander Baillie, Town 
Olerk, in order to know Mr Duncan Forbes 
advice Concerning the Debt resting by Inches 
to the Hospitall." 

^Teby. 27th, 1722. 

"The Session Considering the Advocates 
Advice in Reference to the Heretable Bond 
which Inches Gave to the Hospitall upon hi0 
half Coble Salmon Fishing, That upon offer 
of the Money that's d'ue by Inches. They 
might discharge and Renounce the Deot, but 
not dispone and Assigne, did All Resolve to 
adhere thereto." 

"JOHN CXTTHBBBT's DEBT. 

"Feby. 26th, 1717. 

"The sd. day John Cuthbert of Castellhill 
did Intimate to the Session that he was to 
pay the money he was i esting to the HospUball, 
for which his share of the niilns were wadeset 
at Whitesunday next, and d^ired that the 
said Intimation might be marked." 

"20th Septr. 1774. 

"A petition was presented to this Session 
by Dootir John Alves, in Name of Alexr. 
Cuthbert, Esqr., Lawfull Son to the Deceast 
John Cuthbert of Castlehijl. and offer is made 
of Sixteen Hundred* pounas Scots money in 
payment of the sum of two thousand four 
hundred and five pounds Scots money due 
bv the Estate of Castlehill, to the Kirk 
Treasurer of Inverness, Which in itself More 
full^ bears The Magistrates and Session, Con- 
sisting of the preoeeding Members, Having 
Considered the foregoing petition, A having 
Maturely advised and Examined the Same, 
Do hereby a^ree to Accept of The Sum of 
Two thousand four hundred and five pound 
Scots Money, being the principle due the 
Hospital Funds of this Brugh by the Late 
John Cuthbert of Caatleliill by his two 



i 
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Sepai'ate Bonds Mentioned in the forgoing 
Petition, & upon whicii Bonds an Adjudicti- 
tion followed, And that upon the Special Con- 
dition that the Money Shall be Imediately 
paid to the Hospital Treasurer, Or that t)ie 
petitioner shall Gi*ant his bill for the same, 
payable At the Term of Martinmas next to 
come, either of which being Immediately done. 
They obhdge themselves to make over to the 
said Alexr. Cuthbert, Esqr., their Rights to 
the said debt, and Adjudication proceeding 
ihereon, And that being done At his own 
proper expense, Whereupon Act to be Ex- 
tracted by the Clerks." 

"4th October 1774. 

"In Consequence of tlie Last Session, An 
Answer was presented befor them, agreeing 
to the Terms proposed by the Session, Simed 
by Alexr. Cutnbert, Esqr., Dated at Eainr. 
the 27th Septr. Last past, Which in it«elf 
bears more fully and is here into Annexed : — 

"Unto the Honble. The Magistrates and 
The Bevd. The Ministers and Kirk- 
Session of Inverness, The petition 
of Dr John Alves, physician here, 
Humbly Sheweth. 
"That the Estate of Castlehill has been 
under Sequestration, and a process of Rank- 
ing of Oredrs. upon said Estate has been de- 
pending before the Court of Session for a 
great Man^ Years past, That the Treasurer of 
the Hospital of Invemess is rank'd as a 
Credr. upon Said Estate for two Separate 
Bonds of the Decease John Cuthbert 
of Castlehill, Amounting to gether to tho 
Sum of Two thousand four hundred and five 
pounds Scota Money of Principal, With 
Penalty and Annual Bents, as aa judged of 
the 11th June 1745 by the Said Hospital 
Treasurer, That Aleixr. Cuthbert, Esqr., Law- 
full Son to the Said John Cuthbert of Castle- 
hill, who Also Claimed to be Rank'd as a 
Credr. upon Said Estate, Seeing That by 
the Management had in the Ranking there 
is Little prospect that the disputes between 
him and the other Credrs. can be brought to 
any Issue for Several Years to Come, dureing 
which time the sums due to eacli of them re- 
spectfully must ly dead, and fearing that the 
preferable debts which are always growing 
will in a few years so exhaust the whole Sub- 
ject as to Leave little or Nothing to the 
other Credrs., Who are not in that Class: 
being more over desirous to bring his family 
f^fllirs to Some Speedy Conclusion, He has 
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Authorized your Petitioner to make offer to 
the administrators of the Hospital funds by 
way of Computation for their Claims as it 
Now Stands, Tlie Sum of Sixteen Hundred 
pounds Scots Money, to be paid Immediately 
upon their ^ivins him aproper Conveyeance 
to their Said Claim, Which offer your Pe- 
titioner humbly hops will be thought ade- 
quate and Reasonable, the circumstance of 
the Ranking Considered, and accepted of 
Accordbngly, In Respect. 

(Signed) ''John Alvm/' 

"The MagiBtrates and Session. Consisting 
of the preceeding Members, Having Con- 
sidered the forsoing petition, and having 
Matuielv advised and JBxamined the Same, 
Do hereby agree to Accept of the Sum of Two 
thousand four Hundred and five pounds Scots 
Money, being the principle Sum due the 
Hospital funds of tnis Burgh by the Late 
John Cuthbert of Castl^ill, his two Seperate 
Bonds mentioned in the forgoing petition, A 
upon Which Bonds an Adjuoication FoUowM, 
and that on the Special Condition that the 
Money Sliall be Imediately paid to the Hospi- 
tal Treasurer, or the petitioner Shall Grant 
his Bill for the Same, payable at the Term of 
Martinmas next to Come^n either of which 
being Immediatly done, They obledge them- 
selves to make over to Alexr. Cuthbert. Esq^r., 
their Rights to the Said Debt and Aajudica- 
tion thereon, and that to be done at his own 
proper Expenoe." 



29 
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No. IX. 
"hospital treasurer appointed. 

"Januarie 8th, 1712. 

"The which day James Dimbar, Mert., 
younger in Inverness, & one of the ElderH, 
was unanimously chosen Hospitall Treasurer, 
with power to him to doe every thing UBuall or 
necessarie for the good of the Poor, as lie shall be 
answerable Conform to his instructions. He 
is appointed to make up his accompts of his 
intromission with the Collections for the poor 
as Church Treasurer, & to ^ve them in befor 
the Committie of this Session betwixt A the 
6th of March next. The members of the 
Committie herebjr appointed to meet for that 
effect are the Lairds of Castelhill A Drumoor, 
John Barbour, Baillie; Bob. Ross, Baillie; 
George Ihincan, Thomas Fraser, Wm. Neil- 
son, James Vans, Elders." 

''CHURCH treasurer. 

"Jan. 8th, 1712. 

"Mr David Scott was unanimously chosen 
Cliuroh Treasurer, wi/th power to him to up- 
lift A take care of the Collections for the 
poor." 

"protest by hos. treasurer. 

"Aprile 7, 1713. 

"The sd. day James Dunbar, Hosp. treas- 
urer, gave in a paper which was read in Sesr- 
sion, the contents whereof follows: — That 
whepreos the deceased Alexr. Dunbar, late 
Provost of Inverness, by his Mortification 
of the Hospital house, dated 10th of Janr. 
1684, dedicat-ed the five upper storries thereof 
for the use of the poor, to be placed therein 
by the Session, A for making his will the 
more known, he not only causes record his 
sd. Mortification in the Hospital Book, A Sub- 
scrivesit with his own hand, places Bedmen in 
the sd. Hospital house in his own lifetime, 
but also in one of his Mortifications of two thou- 
sand merks left for subsisting of the poor, he 
appoints the yeaily @ rent thereof to be be- 
stowed on such poor pei^sons as shall be 
brought in to the sd. house, A lurther in the 
bodie of hie mortification doea appoint dykes 
to be built to the Hospital yeard for the ac- 
commodation of them that shall happen to 
live within that house, A in the dose thereof 
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A his other mortification of other two thou- 
sand merkfl, both dated the sixteenth of July six- 
teen hundred & eightie>eight, he words them 
thuse — I conjure the Patrons & others con- 
cerned, as tney shaU be answerable to the 
Great & eternall God, father, Son, & Holy 
Ghost, & their own consciences, to be faith- 
full A true in their administration. & to 
keep his will A mortificatons unviolable A 
unalterable to all intents A ourposes, by all 
which it is evident that the sd. Provost Dun- 
bar appointed' the sd. house for lodgeing of the 
poorj A not for to be sett one rent ore be- 
stowing it after privat use, A likewise your 
wisdoms by your of Act of Session, dated the 
13 Sept. 1711, not only concurres in fulfill 
Piovost Dunbar's sd. will In opposing the 
setting thereof for privat use, but confirms 
the same on the 21 of Novembr. last by past 
in the instnictions given hj you to tne sd. 
James Dunbar at his admission, ordering him 
strictly to observe the will of the dead, & con- 
form to the trust ye repc^ed in him, not only 
did he apply to the Magistrates A council of 
this Burgn to ^ve him the possession of the 
uppermost stone, but also consulted ane ex- 
pert Advocat in Edinbr. how he should obtain 
the posssession thereof in order to the makeing 
of the sd. House habitable for lodeeing of the 
poor in terms of Provost Dunbar his will, but 
after all it is no small surpryae to the sd. James 
Dunbar to find the time he was at Edinr. dis- 
charging his trust as above, that you shoidd 
place a man m the lower storrie thereof whom 
ye cannot pretend to be a bedman that pos- 
sessed it without waiting for t^ Key, that lay in 
the sd. James his house, A who lately entered 
a publick charge dissagreeable to your con- 
stitution, A without the legall tryall and 
qualification appointed by Act of Parliament 
A Articles of the union^ A there placed by 
vou conraior to Provost Dunbar's will that 
nade the above certification contrary to the 
sentiments of the most known Lawiers in 
Scotland, contrary to your sd. former practise, 
contrary to your instructions given to the sd. 
James, and contrary to the acts of the General 
Assembly, therefore the sd. Jamee protests 
against your sd. procedure, A that you 
concur in getting possession of the stories A 
thst this representation shaJl be recorded in your 
Session Register, A appeals to the Presbytrie 
of the bounds, the Proyincial Synod A 
General! Assembly^ for remead and dammage. 
"This paper being read and jgiven in to 
the Clerk to be recorded, the llodr. desired 
that they have their tnou^ts upon what 
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answer to make a^nst the next dyet. 
Ordered that the next Session meet upon the 
21 current." 

"Aprile 22, 1713. 

"Tlie members of the Committee met accord- 
ing to appointment, when James Dunbar pro- 
duced trie deceased Provost Dunbai'^s papers 
and evidences anent the Hospital, which were 
read & considered, yet they did not conclude 
upon any answer till next meeting." 

"PATBONS OF DUNBAK'S MOBTIFIOAnON. 

"2 March 1714. 

"James Dunbar, Hoep. treasurer, did re- 
present that since the decease of Jaines Dun- 
oar, late Baillie, there has been no patrons 
chosen for that Mortification of the deceased 
Provost Dunbar, being two thousand merks, 
the imterest of which to be divided among 
eight poor, weak, & indigent persons accord- 
ing as the Patrons shall think fitt , & it being 
expi'essly provided in that Mortincatiion that 
the two niinrs. and five Elders shall be 
Patrons of this i>articular donation, A chosen 
by the Session, the sd. James did therefor 
desire that the will of the mortification shall 
be observed, & that they should proceed to 
elect the Patrons. Which the Session, take- 
ing to their consideration, did make choise 
of Wm. DulF, late provost, G^o. Duncan, 
James Dunbar, & James Thomsone, Elders, 
the deceased B. Dunbar's sone, Barmukitie, 
beinj^ the fifth with the two ministers, & 
betwixt and the next meeting they are to 
advise whom they shall think most fitt to be 
admitted penswners." 

"SUFEBEXPENDITUaB OF HOSPITAL FUNDS. 

"8th March 1715. 
'The Hospitall Treasurer represented that 
he was superexpended in paying the Pention- 
ers belonging to the Hospitall, and that 
severall debitors were resting above thi'ee 
years' interest, to the Great loss of the poor, 
& craved' advice how to behave in that case. 
Upon which the Session appointed Mr Dun- 
bar, Treasurer, to put in execution ane in- 
struction formerly recorded in the HospitaU 
book, viz., that evrie one who is resting money 
by bond to the Hospitall, A are resting the 
^ renta for three years, that he shall use all 
legal dilligence gainst the sds. persons for 
recovering the rents. A raisins the principal 
Boume out of their hands, witn certification 
that uf the Tieasurer be negligent, he shall be 
made lyable." 
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"AX7DXTI1I6 AOdbUNTS. 

"Janr. 19th, 1720. 

"The Session Appoint that the Ck>mmittie 
for yievrin^ BaiUie Dunbar's Aooompts may 
meet to Si^ their Report, and also to draw 
up a discharge to the Said Baiilie Dunbar, 
wno is to be one of the Committie. and they 
are idso Appointed to Call Aiezanaer Baillie, 
Town ClerK, in order to Inventer the pi^rs 
that belonss to the Securities of the Hospitall 
Lands, and that all those who did Mortify 
to the Said Hosintall Their names may be 
Registrate in the new book with what they 
dotted to the Said Hospitall So fare as Can 
be hade/' 

"Feb. 2nd, 1720. 

"Reported that aocordisiff to Appointment 
The Committie mett and aid appoint Alezr. 
Baiilie^ Town Clerk, to Inventer all the papers 
belonging to the Hospitall, and that was doe- 
ing it Also that a list of the Mortifiers with 
what they Mortified was made up as farr as 
oould be nade, & also that they hade made a 
dranglit of a discharge to Baiilie Dunbar, 
late Hospitall Theasurer, The Tenor whereof 
follows : — 

"thanks and dischabos to hos. tbbasxjrbb. 

"Thee Session having Considered the 
Report of the Comfttie Appointed for Revise- 
ing Baiilie Dunbar's Accompts as Hospitall 
Theasurer, as the same is Insert A Subscribed 
in the Hospitall Books of the Date the 
fourteenth day of January 1720 yeais. Doe 
not only Return The Said Baiilie Dunbar 
their Heartv thanks for his good service in the 
said office, but also Exhonors and dischargee 
him, his IleiDrs and successors, of his Intromi- 
tion with the Sto<^ of the Said Hospitall, 
and haill Management in Relation to that 
affair, and ordain ane extract hereof to be 
eiven him for his Security, which the Session 
declars to be as Sufficient as if ane ample 
discharge were Extended with all Solemnities 
Requisite, and ordains their puts to be Regi- 
strate in the Church Register of Inverness." 

"March 13, 1722. 

"The Session Appoint the Hospitall Trei^ 
surer to Call for ane Inventer of the Hospi- 
tall papers from Alexander Baiilie, Town 
Clerkj and that he and the former Treasurer 
Enquire what is proper to be Given him for 
makeing up the Said Inventer, whioh is to 
be payed bim by the present Treasurer," 



230 Inverness Kirk Session Records, 



''1000 MEBKS TO BE KEPT ON HAND. 

''November 7th, 1721. 

"The Session Appoint that a Thousand 
Merks of the princl. Stock of the Hospitall 
Be keept without Intrest for answering the 
iNOcessitys of ye pentionei's, and also they 
Appoint the ^l(>d^. & Mr William Stuart to 
Speak to Baillie McLean to Accept of Being 
Hospital Treasurer." 

"hospital treasurer and rev. rob. robe 

DIFFER. 

"21st Augst., 1776. 

"Mr Robert Rose, Minister, Represented 
to the Session that he had different times 
applied to the Hospital Treasurer in order 
to liave an account rrom him how the Hospi- 
tal funds were disposed of, he being an entire 
stranger to tlie method as well as tlie persons 
who aro pensioners on that fund, tho. he is 
now thirteen yeai*s minister of this parish. 
The Session having considered that there was 
a Commette appointed in the minutes of Ses- 
sion, dated 10th January last, to Examine 
and Revise the Hospital Treasurer's Accompts, 
They herebv renew the appointment of the 
Commette for that pui^pose, and appoint Mr 
George Watson an additional member to the 
said Commette." 

"6th October 1778. 

"The Session having the Deed of Mortifica- 
tion Granted by the Deceast Provost Dun- 
bar anent the Hospital House^ lead before 
them. They appoint that the upper rooms 
above the Ground flate (flat) be Inspected, 
and a Proper rent be assigned for each room 
in Terms of the Deed of Mortification." 

"papers relating to shipland estate. 

"Sept. 9th, 1718. 

"Reported that the Hospitall Theasurer 
Received on of the principal! papers one the 
Estate of Robert Robertson of Shipland, to 
the value of five Thousand Merks, And that 
the other papers were Lodged in the hands 
of Tho. Fraser, writer, They did Appoint 
BaLllie Dunbar to get them from him." 

"Janr. 13th, 1719. 

"Baillie James Dunbar Reported that he 
hade u.sed diligence against Charles McLean 
in order to get up the papers upon the Estate 
of Shipland, that the sd. Charles hade, And 
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obtained yesterday befor a Baillie Court the 
Said papers in a very bad condition, abused 
with Int, and have taken a new Infeftmont 
upon that pairt of Shiplands Lands that Hold 
ot the Laird of Calder, and was appointed to 
Registrate the Bloted Security for its pre- 
servation, all which the Session approved of." 

^'papers rblatino to hospital. 

''May 26th, 1719. 

"The Session Appoint that Mr William 
Stuart may write to Mr Robert Baillie Anent 
the papers of the Hospitall in order to re- 
cover them from John Stuart, writer at 
Edr." 

"July 14th, 1719. 

"Mr Robert Baillie Reported that he did 
bring home the papers Belonging to the 
Hospitall Against the Estates of Inches and 
the Late Bailie James Dunbar, with a par- 
ticular Laviter of the Said papers, the Tenor 
whereof follows: — Primo Extract Mortifica- 
tion be Alexander Dunbar of Balmuckatie, 
Late Provost of Inverness, of the Sume of 
Two Thousand Merks Scots money for the 
use & behoof of Eight poor persons witliin 
the Burgh of Inverness, dated the 16th day 
of June 1688 years, and Registrate in the 
Borrow Court Books of Inverness upon the 
18th dlay of Sept. sd. Year. Secundo^xtract 
Heritable bona be James Dunbeir of Dalcross, 
late Baillie of iTivemess (in whose hands the 
Sumes contained in the above morti^cations 
were depositate), to the Ministers and Elders 
of the Said Burgh of Inverness, for the Said 
Sume of Two Thousand Merks of princll., 
with penalty & @ rents which Heritable bond 
bears ane obligement to Infeft pror^ of Resig- 
nation, and Severall others provisions and 
Clauses, and is dated the 27th day of Aprile 
1703, and Registrate in the Borrow Court 
Books of Inverness the 4th day of June 1706 
years. 

"3to. Extract Mortification be the sd. 
Alexander Dunbar of Barmukity, whereby he 
mortifies the Sume Two Thousand Merks Scots 
mone^ to and for the Use of the Hospitall 
of Inverness, which Sum was deposi- 
tate in the hands of James Dunbar, Mert. of 
Inverness, this Mortification is dated the 6th 
day of July 1688 years, and Registrate in the 
Borrow Court books of Invei-ness the 18th 
day of September Said Tear. 4to. Extract 
Heritable Bond be the Said James Dunbar to 
the Ministers and Elders of the Burgh of In- 
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vemesB, as Tnutees and Administerators to 
the poor of the sd. Hospitall, for the Sume of 
Money Contained in the Mortification last (^ 
mentioned, This Heritable Bond is dated the 
27 Aprile 1703 vears, and Begktrate in the 
Borrow Court books of Inverness the 4th 
dav of June 1706 Tears. 

"Sthly. Generall Charge to Enter Heir at 
the Instance of the Ministersi Magistrates, 
and Elders of the Burgh of Inverness. As 
Trustees and Administerators for the Eight 
poor persons named in the Mortification, and 
Heritable bond first mentioned Against Alex- 
ander Dunbar of Barmuckity, only Lawfull 
Son and Apparent Heir to the said deceaat 
James Dunbar of Dalcross, Late Bail lie of In- 
verness, Wliiich General Charge is dated the 
last day of March, and Signed the Second day 
of Aprile 1713 years, and has Ane Exemtioo 
against the Said Alexander Dimbar (being 
then out of the Eangdome) be William Gor- 
don, Messenger, dated the 3d of Aprile 1713 
years. 61y. Summoned upon the Passire 
Titles proceeding upon the Said Generall 
Charge, dated and Signed the 22d day of 
Aprile One Thousand Seven Hundred and 
thirteen years, and has ane Exemtion against 
the Said Alexander Dunbar be Wiiliam Gor- 
don. Messenger, dated the Twenty-third day 
of Aprile and year forssid. 

"7thly. Generall Charge to Enter heir at 
the Instance of the Ministers, Magistrates, 
and Elders of the Burgh of Inverness as 
Trustees and Adminiisterators for the poor of 
the Hospitall of the Said Bureh, Conform to 
the Mortification and Herible ^nd last men- 
tioned against the Said Alexander Dimbar of 
Barmuckxty, only Lawfull Son and Apparent 
Heir to the Said deceast James Dunoar of 
Dalcross, Which Generall Charge is dated the 
last day of March, and signed the 2d day of 
Ai)rile One Thousand Seven Hundred and 
thirteen years, and has an exemption against 
the sd. Alexr. Dunbar (then out of the king- 
dom) be William Gbrdon, Messenger, dated the 
third da^y of Aprile and year foresaid. 

"Sly. Summons ui)on tne passive Titles pro- 
ceeding upon the said Generall Cliarge, dated 
and Signed the 22d day of Aprile 1713 years, 
and has one Exemtion against the Said Alex- 
ander Dunbar be William Gordon, Messegr., 
dated the 22d day of Aprile 1713 years. 

^'91y. Precept of poinding at the Instance 
of James Thomson, Mert. m Inverness, pre- 
sent Hosoitall Tlieasurer of the Said Burgh, 
Against Mr Widliam Robertson of Inches, 
proceeding upon the Bonds following, vis., A 
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Bond dated the 4th day of July 1691 Years, 
Granted be the Said Mr William Robertson 
to James McLean, mert. in Inverness, then 
Hospital Theasurer, and his Successors in 
office, for the Soume of one hundred & ten 
merkfl Scots money, of princll. , with penalty & @ 
rents; Another Bond, dated the 19 day of 
May 1703, granted by the sd. Mr Wm. Robert- 
son to Geoi*ge Duncan, Mert. in Inverness, the 
Hospitall Tlieasurer, and his Successors in 
office, for the Sume of five hundred merks 
Scots of princll. , with @ rents and penalty. 
In a third Bond, dated the ITth day 
of December 1706 years. Granted be the 
said Mr William Robertson as princll. 
and John Robertson, Younger of Inches, his 
Eldest Son, to the sd. James Thomson, then 
Hospitall Theasurer, and his Successors in 
office, for the Sume of Two hundred and 
forty pounds Scots of princll., with penalty 
& @ rents this precept of poinding, is dated 
the 4th day of January 1710. 

"lOly. Extract Bond be Mr William Robert- 
son of Inches & John Robertson, Burges of In- 
verness, and John Grant, in Wester Inches, 
ConUre and Seallre, to James Dunbar. HospitaJl 
Tljooesurer of Inverness, for the Sumo of One 
Thousand Merks Scots of princll., with penalty 
and (^ rents, dated the 23d day of December 
1712 years, A Registrate in the Borrow Court 
Books of Inverness the 6th day of August 
1714 years. 

"The Session appoint that Mr Robert 
Baillie may deliver the said papers to 
Baillie Dunbar, and get his Receipt." 



8U 
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No. X. 

HOSPITAL PENSIONF.BS. 

Tlie Hospital Pensioners were elected by the 
Session, generally in response to a humble sup- 
plicaitiou writtecn to the Session by the applicant. 
This is the earliest recorded: — 

At Inverness, the twentie sizt day of March, 
1688. 

"The said day the Session of tihe said burgh 
haveing considered the humble petitione of 
Thomas Dunbar, mert. and burges in Inverness* 
and lykwayes his former behaviour and present 
necessity, have by these ordained Hugh Kobert- 
son, piesent baillie and hospitall thesaurer, to 
give the said Thomas Dunbar four score merks 
money yearlie, begining at the date of his sup- 
plication, qch was at Martinmas Last 1687, and 
thereby to continue yearlie and quarterlie during 
the Session's pleasur and his Christian behaviour : 
it is hereby inacted that the said Thomas shall 
not getti any of his pentione whyll he wear a gown 
suteublc for his pentione, qrupon act, days, and 
dat« forsaid insert be me, 

"Alexb. Bishop, Session-Clerk." 

Sometimes the Session gave the gown, as in 
the case of John Tulloch, burgess, who got 48 
pounds Scots yearly with a gown conform. From 
the repreeentation of the gown which is seen on 
one of the carved figures above a window of the 
Hospital, it is not surprisins that the pension- 
ers were reluctant to wear the gown. It could 
only heighten any decrepitude, and would de- 
tract from the handsomest figure. 

In addition to the old and frail, the young, if 
needy, were alimented from the funds of the 
Hospital, as witness-^ 

**The sad and indigent) condition of George 
Hepburn, son to the deceast Baillie Hepburn, who 
yfUA without food and rayment. This being the 
said day represented to the Session, thev unani- 
mously did appoint the thesaurer of the hospitall 
to aliment him in meat and cloathee not exceeding 
four score merks per annum till he be fitt for 
some trade or employment." 

Regular pensioners were generally put on for 
life, but many poor people were reliev^ casually. 
The S('Bsion Kecords contain many orders on the 
HospitaJ Treasurer to relieve the necessitous for 
the time out of Hospital moneys. It is quite 
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•▼ident the Session were more ooncemed about 
helpinff the ''distressed ones'' than they were 
sonipulous in their account keeping, whicn some- 
what excused, if it did not condone, their peculiar 
ideas of book-keeping. 

SUPPLICATIONS FOB PENSIONS, &C. 

•'July 8th, 1712. 

"The sd. day David Gibson^ Cooper, buries 
of Inverness, haveing supphcat tlie Session 
for some maintenance & support in this his 
infirm & sickly old age, not being able to 
work or want, Tlie Session, takein^ his case 
A condition to their serious consideration, 
did unanimously a^ree to settle liim a pensie- 
nor of tho Hospital duieing life, & order 
twentie pounds scotts to be given to him 
yearly, & to be payed quarterly, commencing 
from tho first of May last, & the first term's 
payt., viz., five pounds scotta, to be niade at 
Lambas next, & so quarterly to continue." 

"August 6th, 1712. 

"The sd. day Wm. McBain, burges in In- 
verness, did supplicat the Session shewing 
that according to his abilitie he hade contri- 
bute for tlie benefite of the place according to 
hifi power hitherto, but that now. through old 
age and weakness, both of himself & spous, is 
rendered unable to work for a living, &, have- 
ing no other way of eei-thly relief than to 
apply to the Session, he Humbly craves a 
snare of their bountie from the donations of 
the Hospitail for the maintinance of himself 
& spouse duering their pleasure. The Ses- 
sion takeing the same to their considei*ation, 
did unanimously agree to settle upon the sd. 
William McBain & his spous the soume of 
four tie pounds scotts yearly dtiering the Ses- 
sion's pleasure, commenceing the first term's 
payt. a Lambas last.'* 

"August 6, 1712. 

"The sd. day Elsbeth & Jannott McAlasters 
did supplicat the Session to be de novo inrolled 
among the pensioners of the Hospiital, being 
poor relations of Provost Dunbar, who being 
Defer referred to, be payed by a, Dunbar, 
have now wantea it for severall years, dt 
humbly craved that the Hospitall treasurer 
may be appnointed to pay the ten pounds scotts 
yearly, which thev were in use to have^ The 
Session takeing the same to their considera- 
tion, did ffrant the petitioners' desire, A 
hereby orders ft authorises the Hospital 
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troesurer to pay each of them the soume of 
ten pounds scoitts yearly for all the time they 
wanted ut, & to continue during the Session b 
pleasuie." 

"Deer. 30th, 1712. 

"The sd. day Margaret McBain, relict of 
Lachlaji Mcintosh & hrother oye to Provoflt Dun- 
bar, & also Isobel McBain, relict of Alexr. 
Stephen, weaver, with two fatherless child^ 
ren, another relation of the sd. Provost's, & 
neice to the sd. Margt., did supplicat the 
Session humbly, shewing that by reasone of 
the infirmitie or their old age, they were not 
able to work or toyle for their living as 
foimerly, & being in great povertie & want, 
were necessitat to apply for some yearly 
pension out of the Hospital rents, the Session 
takeinc the same to their serious considera- 
tion, & seeing they were both relations of 
Provost Dunbar, diid unanimously a^ee & 
herebv enact that the sd. Margt. McBain 
shall nave vearly the soume of fourtie Merks 
scots, & the sd. Isobel McBain shall have 
yearly the soume of twentie pounds Scotts 
payed to them by the Hospital Treasurer of 
the sd. Hospital rents, & tnat by equal pro- 
portions at four terms in the year, the first 
term's payment, commencing from Candle- 
mas next, seventeen hundred & thirteen 
years, & so forth, to continue dureing their 
necessitous condition, whereupon Act?' 

"Ist June 1714. 

"The sd. day Isobel Dunbar, reliot of the 
deceased Frederick Fraser, sometime taylor, 
burges of Inverness, did supplicat the Session, 
fthevv'ing that she had lived tnese fourtie years 
a widow in this place without being burden- 
some to any, & now being old & very infirme, 
& not in a capacitie to maintain herself, 
Therefore humbly craved they would con- 
sider her condition & allow her a maintain- 
asce out of the Hospital rents during the 
remaining part of her life. The Ses- 
sion considering that she was a woman of 
good & honest reputation, & knowing that 
she was not able to maintain herself, & also 
knowing that she was a neice of the deceased 
Provost Dunbar, they did unanimoasly con- 
sent & aggree to give her, & do hereby give 
& grant to the sd. Isobell ane yearly pension 
of fourtie pounds scotts money out of the 
Hosmtal rents of this Burgh, to be payed by 
the Hospital 1 treastu'er quarterly by equall 
proportions." 
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"10th August 1714. 

"The sd. day Charles Baillie, horges of In- 
verness, did snpplioat the Session, shewing 
that his deceasea father & certain others of 
his predecessors had sometime the honour to 
be Magistrats in this Burgh, & the Petitioner 
having of late (by reasone of a rupture in his 
right side & other incapacities naturally 
attending old age) become so infirm that he 
is unable to earn his bread, & therefor humbly 
ci'aveine to be admi'tted a pensioner of the 
Hospitall, & that th^ woula allow him such 
competencie of the Hospitall rents as they 
shomd think fitt yearly for his support in this 
his indigent case. The Session, takeing the 
Premises to their consideration, & finding 
that his circumstances, joined with his pre- 
tensions as the offspring of such Progenitors, 
doth fui^nish him a Just Tittle to be receivea 
into the Hospital, Therefore they unani- 
mously consent A aggree to receive the sd. 
Charles as a pensioner of the Hospitall, A 
hereby orders their Hioepitall treasurer to 
give him the soume of fourtie lbs. scotts 
yearly, to be payed quarterly by equal pro- 
portions, commenceing the first term's payd 
presently^ & so furth quarterly to continue 
dureine bfe and his good behaviour, wher^ 
upon Act." 

"November 28th, 1727. 

"It Beine Represented that Alexr. 
Cuthbert. Mert. in this Bm*gh, haveing 
a Smal Family of hopefull Children, is fallen 
into vei-y Straitening Circumstances, that he 
has a prospect in a litle time of some Setle- 
ment, wherebv his Circumstances may be 
bettered. In the Mean time that he and his 
Family Exceedingly want for present Sub- 
sistance for waiting the Said Relief, The Ses- 
sion having Considered The said Representa- 
tion, and being Aprized of the truth thereof, 
Did and hereby do Appoint the Hospital 
Treasurer to advanoe to the said AleKr. 
Cuthbert, with his, the said Treasurer's Con- 
veniencyj the sume of four pound Sterling, to 
be Sustained in his Accompts, and for which 
this shall be his Warrand whereon Act.'" 

"Sept. 16, 1729. 

"There wae a petition presented from 
James Cuthbert, Lowrie's Son, setting forth 
that he has been in prison in the TSwn of 
Tain these two years by past, and is by that 
means reduced to great straits, and craveing 
that he may be reponed to his lormer pension 
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of forty pounds Scots yearly out of the HoBi>i- 
tal fundS) The Session consideiing the said 
petition, did g^rant the desire thereof, and 
appoint that his payment tliereof shall com- 
mence from the first of August last by past." 

'*2l8t Oct. 1756. 

"The condition of Kennetli Hossack, Late 
post, his ace, and the Reduction of the office 
by which he served the Town & the Lieges 
being considered, they appoint the Hospital 
Treasurer to pay liim £24 Scots in the year.'* 

"2l8t October 1756. 

"The petition of (Jeorge Cuthbert, Lawful 
Son of KoboTt Cuthbert, Shoemaker, Setting 
furth his Malady from his Infancy, A the 
great Burden which he proves to his parents. 
The Session Appoint the Hospital Treasurer 
to pay tlie said Kobert Cuthbert, the father, 
Twenty-four pounds Scots in the year in Ease 
of the Burden which he bears of Fiis Son, and 
the Same to be paid in the manner above 
Directed.'' 

"pensions not being paid. 

"8th March 1716. 

"In regard it was reported that many of 
of the weekly pensioners were crying out for 
want of their pensions, & the money being 
delivered each Sab. day to the officer to dis- 
tribute it, recommended it to David Holme 
& Jas. Vans, Elders, to enquire who they are 
that want and how much, & for the future 
it is enacted that the Ch. treasurer only dis- 
tribute that money." 

"29th March 1715. 

"James Vans, one of the Elders being ap- 
pointed to enquire if the weekly pensioners 
wore duely payed, produced ane accompt of 
same who hade wanted in all the sume of^nine 
pounds ninteen shill. scotts, which Donald 
Mckenzie, officer, hade keept up from them, 
the sd. Donald bein^ rebuked lor the same, 
was ordered to give in that money to James 
Vans by four in the afternoon premptarly, 
as he will be answerable, in order to be destri- 
buted to the poor people who want it." 
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No. XI. 

MORTIFICATIONS. 

The following three mortifications are not 
apparenty mentioned in the Kirk-Seesion 
Mmutofi, altliough the sums are taken to 
debit in the old "Coimt Book" abeody quoted 
~17l4, Helen Baillie, £66 13s 4d; 1722, 
Robert Jackson, £333 6s 8d; 1747, Elspet 
Fowler, spouse to William Mackay, £333 
68 8d: — 

"baillie JOHN mackintosh's MORTIFICATION, 

500 MEBKS. 

"June 24, 1712. 

"The Moderator informed that he with 
some others of the Elders with him hade re- 
ceived from wiidow Mcintosh the five hundred 
merks left by her deceased husband to the 
Hospitall, & hade given ttieir recept, which 
was thought fit to be recorded here, the Tenor 
whereof follows: — We, William Duff, piesent 
Provost, Mr Robert Baillie, & Mr William 
Stuart, Minrs. of the Gospel, of Inverness, & 
James Dunbar, Mert. in the sd. Burgh, Hospi- 
tall treasureer thereof. Grant us hereby for 
ourselves, & in name of the Kirk-Session of 
Inverness, to have received from Marjone 
Cowie, relict & extrix of the deceased John 
Mcintosh, late baiUie of Inverness, with con- 
sent of the children & other excrs. of the sd. 
defunct, the somne of five hundred merks Scoitts 
money, which was dieetinate & appointed by 
the sd. deceased John Mcintosh for the use 
of the poor of the sd. Hospitall. & therefore 
we, the forenamed persons, doe oy theee puts 
declare that the forsd. soume shall be applyed 
for the sd. use & no other wayes, in witness 
whereof we have subscribed these puts written 
be John Baillie, writter in Invei-ness. At 
Inverness, the twentie-foui-th day of June 
seventeen hundred <% twelve years, in name 
& presence of the Kirk-Session now Assembled 
befor these witneases, George Cuthbert of 
C&stelhill, Wm. Macbean, eoldsmith, Mr 
David Scott, bureees of the sd. Burgh, writter 
of the witnesses names & designations, who 
are likewise members of the sd. Session. 8io 
Subscribitur, Ro. Baillie, Modr. ; Wm. Duff, 
Provost; Will. Stuart, Minr. : James Dub- 
bar. Treasurer; George Cuthbert. witness; 
William Macbean, witness; Da. Scott, wit- 
ness.'' 
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"WILLIAM DUTV OF DIPPLB HOKTIFICAnON. 

'^The distinguished familv of Duff were in* 
timately connected with the town of Inver- 
ness. The name of Paul Duff appears in the 
hst of jurors who served on an inquest held 
at the Castle Hill, Inverness, in connection 
with the succession of Donald Thane of Caw- 
dor to the lands of Dunniagla£s in 1414^ and 
from this time the name of Duff is 
more or less in evidence. The family 
claim descent from Macduff, the Thane 
of Fife, and the claim is generally con- 
ceded. It is said the descent can be traced 
in regular line from the fourteenth century. 
Be this as it may, the family have had an 
Inverness connection from the time of Adam 
Duff of Clunybeg (now called Auchendown), 
born 1598. He' waa father of William Duff, 
Provost of Inverness, and great-grandfather 
of William Duff of Dipple. The Provost and 
his son, Alexander Dim of Diiimmuir, and 
William Duff of Dipple are in the list of 
Eiders of the parish. Alexander Duff was 
member of the first Bristish Parliament, M.P. 
for Inverness 1702-7, for Invernoes Burglis 
1708-10, and then Provost of Inverness. His 
third son was William Duff of Muirtown, also 
Provost of In/eniess. Tlie lineal descendants 
of this branch of the family at the present 
day are Mi's Dai*win of Mui/rtown and Colonel 
Warrand of Bught and Ryefield. 

"The first Duff of Muirtown and Wm. Duff 
of Dipple, as we see, were second cousins. 
In early life William Duff of Dipple, who was 
one of tlie Baillies of Inverness, was 
engaged in business in Inverness with his 
^reat-uncle, the Provost, but latterly lived 
m Elgin^ hence the finesse required of the 
Session m add jessing him. In 1718 he suc- 
ceeded his nephew m the estate of Braco. 
Dipple died in 1722. His son was created 
Lord Braco 1735 and Earl of Fife 1759^ and 
from him the present Ducal family of Fife is 
descended. 

"The earlier Duffs were a family of capable 
and far-seeing men who turned their ta'ents 
to good account in the business in which they 
engaged. They are rej^orted to have been 
just men, honourable in all their dealings, 
and strict in fulfilling their engagements; 
kindness and hospitabity were charaoteristic 
of them towards their tenantiy. It is re- 
ported of one of them that in 1783, a season 
of famine, he dedticted 20 per cent, from the 
rents of his Highland tenants, and he sold 
his own graioi and imported cargoes frem 
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England for the poor at a loss to himself of 
£3000. Altogether, the family deserved the 
prosperiiy foreshadowed in the Kirk-Session's 
letter to Dippie. 

"March 15th, 1720. 

'It hein^ represented that the Laird of 
Diple is Indisposed^he Session appoint that 
Baiilie Dunbar, Mr William Stuart, Mr Robert 
Baillie,? Thomas Alyee, William Neilson, 
John Fraser, may meet as a Comniittie upon 
Thursday next in ordler to think upon a proper 
way to pay him a yisite." 

"6tli Aprile 1720. 

''There being a Report made by Some of 
the Members that were appointed formerly 
as a Commiittie in order to think upon a 
proper way to pay Diple a risite, That they 
did not meet according to the sd. appoint- 
ment, Therefor it was Sugested that Just 
now the Persons Should be Chosen who were 
to goe; Acoordinely it being put to the 
Tote, They did all agree Unanimusly that 
Baillie James Dunbar and Mr Robert Baillie 
Should goe, Also they appoint that There 
Should be a Letter wniten to the said Laird 
of Dippie, and Signed by the Members of the 
Session, The Tenor of which follows: — 

"Honble. A Dear Sr., 

"It Cannot but be Matter of Joy to all 
the good Burghers of Inverness When they 
hear how God has been pleaaed to Bless h 
prosper you in your affairs and Concerns in 
this World, and in a particular manner the 
Members of the Eark-oession doe Earnestly 
wish that the abundance of Temperall Bles- 
sings which Heaven hath bestowed on you 
may be a Sure formnner and toaken of the un- 
ooruptable Inheritance and Crown of Glory 
Reserved for you in Heaven, In the mean- 
time they desire to perswade themselves that 
it is your Inclination to glorify God with the 
good things he has given you, the Necessity 
of the poor in this Burgh hath a Crv for 
your help, and your Casting of your bread 
upon the waters may hrintL upon you the 
Blessing of those who are Ready to perish, 
We have sent Two of our number, to Witt, 
James Dunbar, one of the present BaUlies, 
and Mr Robert Baillie, one of the Ministers 
of the Burfi^, to Salute yon in our name as 
a token of that Respect wee owe unto yon, 
and wee have referred it unto them to Re- 
pr«seiit our desirea more fallv into yon. 
imd wee doubt not biit by tnem ye will 

31 
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gVe UB Ane Answer as may Refresh ye 
owels of the poor, perpetuate and Embalm 
your own name, and while the Burgh Con- 
tinues, Give ane occasion unto posterity in 
this place to Bless your memory, This wishing 
that your lijfe may oe prolonged for the Glory 
of God, the Comfort of your Soul, and the 
Honour of your family and Relations, with 
all Respect and Sincerity, we are, Honble. 
Sr., Your most Engaged & very humble 
Serts." 

"Ap. 19th, 1720. 

"Mr Robert Baillie and Baillie Ja. Dunbar 
RexH>i'ted that they went to Elgioi, and payed 
a visite to the Laird of Diple according to 
Appointment, and that he was Confyned to 
his bed, That they delivered the Letters from 
the Council and Session^ which he caused 
read in their presence, and that he was 
very sensible of the Respect that the 
Council and Seession hade put upon him 
in Remembering of him in that Manner, and 
that as soon as he Recovered So as to be 
able to write, he would find Ane Answer to 
the Council and Session which he hoped would 
Satisfy them : he ordeo:^ to Lay up the 
Letters Carefully, and desired that any 
person the Session pleased Should Call for 
the Answer ; upon the whole he Seemed well 
pleased and behaved most Cmly, The Session 
Appoint the Modr. to write up a Letter to 
Diple thanking him for the Civil Return he 
gave by word of mouth to their Letter, and 
to put him in mind of his promise to Send 
up ane answer in write/' 

'Deer. 13th, 1720. 

"The Session Appointed the Modr. to write 
a Letter to the Laird of Dipple to mind him 
of his Promise, The Tenor of which Letter 
follows : — 

"Honble. and Dear Sr., 

"The Kirk-Session of Inverness, Consisting 
of Magistrates, Heritors, & Honest Burghers, 
Cannot forget your promise to Baillie Dun- 
bar of leavins a toaken of your kindness Unto 
the Hospital! of this Burgh, The whole In- 
habitants whereof are most ISamest to have 
a memoriall of your name preserved among 
them. Being Proud! of havemg Such a Con- 
siderable Person as the Laird of Dipple for 
their Burgher, They have therefor Impowered 
Thomas Alves, Tour Acquantence, and our 
present Hospitall Treasurer, to put you in 
Itememberance of the kind promise you mad 
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and Wee perswad ourselyes That yon will 
do something effectuall in it which will In- 
gage the Inhabitants in this place to pray for 
your DFosperity and the prolongation of your 
life, tms in name and at the Appointment of 
the Session of Inyemess, Signmed unto you 
by Honble. & Dear Sr., your Most obliged 
& humble Senrt., Sic. Subtr., 

'"Bob. Baillib.'' 

"January 10th, 1721. 

"The Session Impowers Thomas Alves. 
Hospitall Treasurer, to write to the Laird ot 
Dipple, and to Transact with him about John 
McBean <& Inches' Bond of a Thousand pound 
ScotS; Which he promiees to Assign to the 
Hospitall fund, he allowing five hundred 
merks thereof as a Mortification to the sd. 
Hospitall funds in the best manner the sd. 
Hospitall Treasurer Can, and Report.'' 

"January 24th, 1721. 

"Thomas Alves, Hospitall Treasurer, Re- 
ported that m Consequence of the Applica- 
tions made to the liiird of Dipple m the 
Name of the Session, He Received a Letter 
from him dated the Ninteenth day of January 
One Thousand seven hundred And Twenty- 
one, The Tenor of which k as follows, viz. : — 
Sr, — I Received yours, and am only to 
Mortify five hundred Merks of the Sume Con- 
tained in Inches and Mr McBean's Bond, 
Which I am to Assigne, and as for the 
Ballance, which is One Thousand Merks, I 
am Content to take your Bond in Common 
form, obligeine you and ^our Successors in 
office to pay tne Same a^mst Martimas one 
Thousand seven hundred and Twenty-One 
Years, Bearing Intrest from Wbitesunday 
last, Since what I assign vou to does the 
Same, upon your sending whereof I shall re- 
tuni Inches' and McBean's Bond with ane 
assignation thereto as you demand ; you need 
make no great Scruple about the term of pa^ 
ment being. I wiil use no diligence So Soon 
as that, unless I be Straightned my Self. I 
would have (If the Good Town Incline What 
Mortification I make) so Constitute that any 
poor friend of Myne misht have the benefite 
of it before Another At the Sight of the 
Magistrates and Council, Which I expect will 
not be refused, otherwise I am not to Urge 
it. — ^I remain, your most humble Servant, Sic 
Subtr., Will. Dtttf. 
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*Teby. 22d, 1726. 

''Thomas Alves, Baillie, Acquainted the 
Session that he had a Letter from the Laird 
of Bracko, Informing that the Summ of five 
hundred merks Mortified by Dipple, his 
Father, for the poor of this place, was to bear 
Intrest from Whitesundaj one Thousand 
seven hundred and twenty-three Years, And 
tliat the deed of Mortification in due form 
would Shortly be Delivered in: And that in 
the Mean time it was Bracko's desire that 
one Marjory Sligo, A Widow in this Burgh, 
might have the ® rent of the Said Summ, 
Commenceing from Candlemas last^ to be 
pay'd her Quarterly, Which desire Being Con- 
sidered by the Session, they Comply'd there- 
with, ana Therefore did and hereby do Intitle 
the Said Marsory Sligo to the Said Quarterly 
pention as above, whereon Act.'' 

"2l8t March 1769. 

"A letter was presented from the Earl of 
Fife to Mr Duff, Muirtown, presenting Kathe- 
rine Stephen to the interest of 600 merks, 
mortified by tlie said Earl's grandfather to the 

§oor of Inverness. The said Katherine 
tephen compeared, and the Session, finding 
her to be a girl of only 25 years of age, and 
able to work and gain her breads and now in 
service, did not find her a i>roper object of 
charity to be put upon the said fund, and the 
Session resolved that when the said Earl or 
any other authorized by him shall present a 
proper object, the Session shall admit any 
such to receive the interest of that mortifica- 
tion, and the Session appoint Alexr. Munro, 
Elder, to appoint Mr Duff of Muirtown of 
such." 

"Inverness, 9 May 1769. 

"There was a presentation laid before the 
Session, dated 19th Sept. 1768, by the Earl 
of Fife, in favour of Katherine Steven to the 
benefit of the modification by his grand- 
father, being the interest of 600 merks. The 
Session appoint the said ELatherine Steven to 
succeed William Steven, her father, and to 
commence the same from the date oi the last 
discharge by the said Marjory Duff." 

''albxb. duff of drummuir's mortification, 

500 MBRKS. 

"A letter was presented from Drummuir, 
and its request granted^ and let it be con- 
sidered how far Drommuir has a right to make 
the request. 
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"Bath, 6ih March 1795. 

"To the Rer. Moderates ol Church Session, 
Inverness, 

"Gentl. — ^Having been reotiested to make 
application to joni in regard to the disposal 
or a garden, whioii I understand was mortify ed 
by my great-grandmother, Lady Dmmmuir. 
and was first rented out for the benefit or 
William Stephen & Marjory Duff, his wife, 
and afterwards for that of Kath. Stephen, 
their daughter, lately deceased, and being in- 
formed that Isabel Stephen^ their grand- 
daughter, is a very proper object of charity. 
I should esteem mvself obligated to you, if 
you have not already disposed of this ground 
in favour of some other person, to continue 
to her the small emolument arising from it. 

"With regret that I have not the pleasure 
of that personal acquaintance with you which 
would Entitle me with more Confidence to 
make this request, — ^I have the honour, gentle- 
men, to be your very obedt. servt., 

"J. Duff. 

"captain duff of muibtown's donation. 

"30 Decembr. 1800. 

"Mr Fraser, minister, reported that he 
had received a Letter from Captain Duff of 
Muirtown, inclosing £5 str. for the poor, and 
intimating hie intention to enclose a like 
sum annually for the same purpose. The 
tenor whereof follows : — 

"Muirtown, 25 Decemr. 1800. 

"Dear Sir, — I beg to enclose £5 stg. as my 
gift; to be distributed as you may judge ex- 
pedient among the indigent and industrious 
of the Parish. My benng sensible that you 
will feel this as a pleasant part of your charge 
makes me now intrude, and I beg to say that 
it is my int^ention to inclose a similar sum 
for the same pui-pose annually. — ^Believe me 
to be your obedt. humble servt. 

(Signed) "H. R. Duff. 

"Bev. Mr Fraser, minister, Inverness." 
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No. xn. 

''macphail's mortification 

"Feby. 23d, 1720. 

^'Tiio sd. day a discharge to Goorge Forbes 
for two hundred pound Scot« he liade iu his 
hands, left by WiUiaiu ]VlcPhail to the Hospi- 
tall of Inverness to be Subscribed by the 
Session, The Tenor whereof follows: — 

"We, Mr William Stuart and Mr 
Robert Baillie, Minister of the Gos- 
pel! at Inverness, and the other 
gersons Subscribing, £lders of the Eirk- 
ession Thereof, ooe declare hereby That 
George Forbes, Writer in Inverness, gave 
good Security at the Term of Martimas last 
by past, unto Thomas Alves, Mert. in the sd. 
Burgh, our Uospitall Theasuror, for the Suine 
of ^0 Hundred pounds Scots Money, which 
the deceast William McPhaii, Mei*t. in the 
Said Burgh, did Dedicat and Mortify to the 
poor of Tliis Burgh to be Secured by us and 
our Successors in place and office. So as wee 
may Appoint the Stock tliereof to be in the 
hands of Responsible Debitors from time to 
time, and the @ rent thereof to be payed 
yearly to the poor of the place, those of the 
name of McPhaiil being always preferred in 
manner nai'rated> iu the sd. defunct, his Latter 
Will and Testament, dated the fifteenth day 
of September 1716 Years, Registrate in the 
Books of Council and Session, the 13th day 
of March 1717 years, as the Samen bears, 
Therefore Wee, for us and for our Successors 
in office, Exhonour Quite Claim and Siniplici- 
ter discharge the sd. George Forbes, his Heirs 
and Successors, and the Heirs Exers. and Suc- 
cessors of the sd. Deceast William McPhail 
and others whom it effirs of the sd. Sume and 
of all action. Instance, and execution, that is 
or may be Competent to us or our forsds 
against the sd. George or others forsds for 
payment thereof, with Warrandies a-t all 
hands and against all deadly as Law will, & 
fui-ther, We bind & obhge us and our sd. 
Successors in place and office, that the sd. 
Two hundred pound Shall be secured in the 
Terms of the sd. Latter widl & the @ rent 
thereof, from and since the Said Term of 
Martimas last to the date hereof, and aU 
time Comeine, payed Yearly or Termly to 
the poor of tnis Burgh^ and that Those poor 
of the name of McPhail Shall be always pre- 
ferred thereto from time to time^ As wee or 
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our sd. Suoceesors in place and office 
Shall See Cause, In Witness whereof Wee 
have Subscribed their ^uts, Writen by 
Thomas Fraser^ Writer m Inverness, on 
Stampt paper in Session holden within the 
Library of Inverness The Twenty-third day 
of February one Thousand seven hundred and 
Twenty years, befor their witnesses, Robert 
Edwards, Session Clerk^ and James Fraser, 
Kirk-officer, & the Blanks beinff filled up 
by the said Robert Edwards, Sic Subtr., 
William Stuart, Rob. Baillie, James Dunbar, 
BaUlie & Elder; William McLean Elder; 
Gilbert Gordon, Elder; Georse McKLligin, 
Elder ; William Neilson, John Fraser. Elder ; 
James Murray. Elder; Ghillies McBean, 
Elder; Alexander Chisholm. Elder; Gilbert 
Gray, Elder; Alexander Mcintosh, Elder; 
Robert Edwards, Witness; James Fraser, 
Witness." 

^^FRASEB OF FAIBFISLD's MORTIFICATION. 

"December 16th, 1724. 

''The Session haveing a Letter presented 
and Read from Alexr. Fraser of Fairfield, and 
haveins Considered it, did Unanimously goe 
in to the Desire thereof, The Tenor whereof 
follows : — 

"Reverend Sr., Inverness, December 5th, 
1724.— You know that My Father did Mortify 
to the Hospitall of Inverness the Sume of 
one Thousand Merks, and Qualified this his 
Donation with the Condition that I and my 
Heirs Should have the Sole power of present- 
ing to the Kirk-Session of tnis Burgh proper 
objects, one or more, who should Enjoy the 
@ rent of the above Thousand Merks, I am 
of oppinion that Catharin Fraser, Spouse to 
John Fraser, Combmaker, and James Eraser, 
Butcher, in the Said Burgh, Are proper ob- 
jects. As to the last, Fm sure no objection 
Can be advanced, & for the first, I hope there 
will be non, Seeing that when I promised her 
this Twenty pouna Scots she was Undenyably 
ane object, and in Effect is so as yet. Con- 
sidering her Birth and Quality and the fre- 
quent Bodily Sickness She is subject to. 
Therefor I do hereby Recommend her to you 
and other Members of Session, That She may 
Be Intituled to the Sume of Twenty pound 
Soots, and that from Whitesunday last only 
to Whitesunday one Thousand Seven Hun- 
dred and Twenty-five, and the above James 
Fraser to the Sume of Twenty Merks dureins 
life, and by Seconding this you'l very much 
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oblige, Bd. Sr., your affect. CouBiii, 8io 
SubU'., Alezr. Fraser. Directed to Mr Wil- 
liam Stuart." 

"Aprile 13th, 1726. 

"The Session Appoint Baillie McLean, 
Hospitall Treasurer, to allow Fairfield the @ 
rent of the Thousand Merks Mortifyed by 
his Father. Baillie David Fraser, for thie year, 
providing lie produce Recepts under Cathann 
Fraser and Jamee Fi-aser, Butcher, their 
hands." 

"May 18th, 1726. 

"Mr William Stuart, Represented that in 
Regaird Twenty pound Soots had been given 
to Catharin Fraser^ Spouse to John Fraser, 
for one Year out oi the Annual Rents of the 
Mortification of a Tliousoiid merks left by 
Baillie David Fraser to the Hospirtall, that 
now Fairfield, Son to the Said Baillie David, 
doth present Donald Finlayson, Shoemaker, 
to twenty merks of the Saud Twenty pound, 
and John Baillie, Bewest the Water, to the 
Remaining ten merks, Which Being Con- 
sidered by the Session, they Did agree there- 
to, And Appoints the Same to be payed 
Quarterb^, the first whereof to Commence 
from Wnitesunday last, and also Appoints 
that Alexander Baillie, Town Clerk, be 
Applyed to, with whom the Mortification is 
lodged, that he draw up and brine in a 
Bond Conform to the Tenor of the Said Morti- 
fication, obligeing the said Fairfield to pay 
the Said Summ of a Tliousand Merks to the 
Hospitall Treasurer, and that the said Fair- 
field bring in his Representation of the Said 
persons in write." 

"May 14th, 1776. 

"Mr Simon Fraser, Mercht. in Inverness, 
presented to the Seession a Caption and Hom- 
ing at the Instance of Provost John Hossack, 
as Hospital Treasurer, Against Alexr. Fraser 
of Fairfield for the Sum of One thousand 
Merks Scots as principle, &c., together With 
a Discharge Signed by the Said Frovt. Hos- 
sack of the Above Debt, being paid, Which 
Discharge is by Way of a Letter derected to 
Said Alexr. Fraser of Fairfield, Dated 4th 
Feby. 1752. The date of the obli;^tion by 
Fairfield is Registrate in the Sheriff Court 
Books of this Brugh, dated Octr. 1746. 

"widow OALiyS MOBTinOATION. 

"12 Deoemr. 1797. 
"Rq;>orted that Widow Oald's Mortificsr 
tion is recovered, & now become a part of the 
atock." 
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''albebt munbo of coul's mobtification. 

"25th June 1776. 

'^The Session Appoint Mr Georse Watson 
to write Mr Munro, Teaninich, Anent One 
Hundred pound Stg., Mortifyed for the poor 
of this place by the Late Mr Albert Munro of 
Coul, & to Rc^rt Accordingly.** 

"19th Novr. 1776. 

"Mr George Watson Reported to the Ses- 
sion that in Consequence of a former Ap- 
S ointment he had writen to and Waited on 
ames Munro of Teninich anent the Hundred 
pounds Sterling Left in Legacy by the Late 
Albei-t Munro of Ooul, & that Mr Watson 
had Reed, an Extract of the Reeistrate Deed 
of Donation of Said Albert Muuro to the 
Ministers and Kirk-Session of Inverness, 
together with the Interest of Said £100 Ste. 
from the 20th July 1772, When the Said Mr 
Albert Munro Died, to the Second Febi*uary 
Last, being Sixteen pound Seventeen Shil- 
lings Ste., Which Ma* Watson having pro- 
duced, the Session Appointed him to keep 
the same till Next Meeting, when a Regular 
Discharge Must be granted by the Kirk-Scs- 
sion Treasurer to Said James Munro of 
Tyninich ; Tlie Expences of Extracts and 
other thimj^ came to £2 Os 6id, a third 
Whereof being deduced, the Above Sixteen 
pounds Setv^eoiteen Shillings Remain to be 
aistributed According to the Will of the 
Doners.'* 

"LAIBD of mackintosh's MOBTIFICAnON. 

"28th ffebry, 1738. 

"The Committie appointed to write to the 
Laird of Mackintosh Reported that they had 
wrote to liijm, & had a Return Shewing that 
he was to be in the Coimtry very Soon, and 
make the Session easy in that matter. Re- 
ported furtlier by Mr Eraser that the Laird 
of Mackintosh, who Ls now oome to the 
country, did oall upon him, & allowed him to 
Signify to the Session that he would bring 
that matter very Soon to an end.** 

"Presented a Letter from Principal 
Chalmers in name of the University of Aber- 
deen, Setting furth that it is their opinion 
Tliat the affair of the mortification made by 
the Late Mcintosh be no longer delayed, but 
that the Session should Join with them to 
brins it to a period, The said Letter being 
Read and Ck>nsiderea, it was put into the 
hands of Mr Fraser to give a R^nm.'* 
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"Uth August 1739. 

"The Committee appointed to Insist, in 
name of the Session, m a process for Exnibi- 
tion of a Write of Mortification made by the 
Late Laird of Mcintosh, and described by 
former minutes of Session, Did produce a 
Decreet of Exhibition & Homing thereupon 
against Farquar McGillivray of Dunmaglass, 
The Session Appoint the Committee to pro- 
ceed thereupon without Loss of time accord- 
ing to Law. 

"11th March 1740. 

"Mr Fraser & Baillie Gordon Reported that 
they, accordiing to appointment, oDtained be- 
fore the Lords of Session a Decreet of Exhir 
bition against Farquar McGillivray of Dun- 
maglass, Decerning & ordaining him to De- 
liver up the Deed of Mortification Granted by 
the Late Laird of Mcintosh & his Lftdy to 
the King's College of Aberdeen and the Kirk- 
Session of Inverness, and having Likeways 
obtained Letters of Caption and Horning upon 
the said Decreet, '^ey did at Last Recover 
the said Deed of Mortification from Dunmik 
glass, and granted him, in name of their Con- 
stituents, a receipt of the same. Whereupon 
they deliveied in the said Deed' of Mortinca- 
tion, dated at Inverness the Eighteenth Day 
of March one thousand seven hundred A 
Twenty-Eight Years, And the Session Con- 
sidering that the money mortified By the Said 
Laird of Mcintosh to the Session is to be 
Lodged in the hands of the Hospital Treaa- 
urer, Tlie said Deed was delivered to the 
Moderator to be delivered to Provost Hos- 
sack, Hospital Treasurer. Follows the 
Tenor of the 

"deed of mortification : — 

"We, Lachlan Mcintosh of that Ilk, Chief 
and principal of the Clanchattan, A Mrs Anna 
Duff, my Spouse, Do, for promoting the Glory 
of God and in ThankfuU acknowledgement of 
His Mercies bestowed on us, and for the 
advancement of Religion, Learning, A 
Virtue, by the tenor hereof. Give, Grant, 
and Irreversibly Dispone & forbear, Dote, 
and Mortify The Sum of Five thousand merks 
Scots money to the ends, in the manner, and 
under the conditions, vie. : — ^We gve. Dis- 
pone, and Mortify, to the King's College in 
old Aberdeen, to be in proper manner an- 
nexed to other, the like mortified Funds, for 
maintaining hopeful Students thereat, 'Hie 
Sum of Two Thousand merks of Principal, as part 
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of the said five thousand Merks^ the Yearly 
Annual rents, of which two thousand merks 
is to he applied by the said CoUese for Sub- 
sisting a Student in Philosophy and such parts 
ai Learning for the Spaoe of four Tears Suo- 
oessive, in these terms, viz. : — ^Primo, That 
as this Mortification is to take Effect only after 
the Decease of me. the said Lachlan Mcin- 
tosh. So Such Stuaent not under the age of 
Twelve Tears shall be presented to the said 
Benefite by me, the saia Anna Duff, if I shall 
hi^pen to Survive my said Husband, as oft 
as the said Benefit shall fall Vacant During 
my Life, & upon the Demise of the Longest 
Liver of us two. Such Students Shall be pre- 
sented by the Lairds of Mcintosh Succes- 
sivelv in all time comeing; Secundo, That a 
youth of the name of Mcintosh or of the Clan- 
chat tan shall be preferred to those of any 
other^ name in Such presentation. And if at 
any time the Patron shall Recommend two or 
more Toung men to the Examination & 
Judgement of the said University for prefer- 
rage. His title whom thev shall Declare the 
most Deserving shall be Equally vahd to the 
said Benefit with the patron's presentation; 
Tertio, That iin case it shall happen at any 
time that no Youth or Student of the said 
Clan offers, that it shall be Leisom & Com- 
petent to the Patron for the time being to 
nominate & present to the said Benefit a 
well qualified youth of any other name or 
Clan; Quarto, That Such Youths, upon the 
patron's presentation as aforesaid, be as 
Exempt from aM Servitudes & Restrjctions, 
& possest of as ample Immunities & privileges 
as by the Constitution, Laws, or practice of 
that University are allowed to any Bursar 
Educate thereat upon any Mortiification what- 
somever: And further, we humbly Give, 
Grant, Dispone, and Mortify, the Remaining 
three thousand merks of the said Five thou- 
sand merks for the Maintenance of two boys, 
whereof one of the name of Mcintosh or or 
the Clanchattan, & the other of the name of 
Duff, at their Education in the forms ffoUow- 
ing, viz. : — ^That the said Sum be Lodged in 
proper manner in the hands of the Eirk-Sesr- 
sion of Inverness A Hospital Treasurer there- 
of for the time being, to be applied to them 
for Answering the Ends and design of this 
Mortification; Secundcx, That the rail Yeariy 
Annualrent of the said Sum of Three thou- 
sand merks shall in equal halves be applied 
for the Support and Maintenanoe of the saids 
Two Boys tor the spaoe of three Yean Snc- 
oeaaiTe, being not under Years of age at 
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their Entrv thereto at Mr Baining's free 
Oharity Scnool while it Continues at Inver- 
ness, or any other free Cliarity Sohool at In- 
verness, at which they may be gratis taught 
to Reaa English perfectly, as also to write a 
good hand & Lay Accounts : Tertio. That if 
It shall happen that uo such Charity Scnool shall 
be at Inverness, the said Kirk-Session & their 
Treasurer shall be holden & obliged* duely and 
quarterly to pay the annualrents of the said 
Sum for Maintaining the Saids two Boys at 
the nearest Cliarity Sohool to the town of 
Inverness for the Space foresaid: Quarto, 
That if at Expiring of the saids tnree years 
any of the saids Boys shall Incline to ffoUow 
his Book, & shall be Judged by the Presby- 
tei*y of Inverness of a very pregnant Genius, 
& Capable of good Improvements in Learn- 
ing, In that case his half of the Annualrents 
of the said principal Sum shall be Continued 
to him, & he thereupon Educate at the Gram- 
mar School of Inverness till Such time as he 
shall be Judged by the said Presbytery of In- 
verness fit for University Learning; Quinto, 
That when it Shall not be found Expedient 
to advance the saids boys in Learning oeyond 
the saids first years, That the Annualrents of 
the said Sum which would have fallen to them 
or either of them not foimd qualified for the 
next two Years, if Continued, be Sequestrate 
as an Apprentice fee, & he thereupon by a 
proper Indentuie, at the Siglit of the Session 
of Inverness, Setled to Such Lawful Trade or 
Calling within the Privilege of Inverness as 
he shall IncUue to chuse, & the Session Judge 
him moKt Capable A fit for ; Sexto, 

That the Boy of the name of Mcintosh or 
Clanchattan be nominate and presented by the 
Same patron and im the Same manner as the 
College Bursar in all Respects, and the other 
Boy of the name of DuflF be, after our Demise. 
Nominate and presented by John Duff or 
Cubbin, or the next Male Descendent at age 
of the Late Alexander Duff of Drummuire 
that shall happen to Reside in or nearest the 
Burgh of Inverness for the time. Regard in 
these presentat^es beimg always had to 
orphans & the Children of Decayed Gentle- 
men of those Names and ; Septimo, 
Declaring that in case Boys of those names do 
not offer, it shall be in the power of and Com- 
petent to the saidis patrons to nominate A 
present Boys of any other name: And I, the 
said Lachlan Mcintosh of that Ilk, bind and 
oblige me, my heirs. Executors^ & Successors, 
to pay & Deliver the Said Sum of Five thou- 
sand merks to the said Administrators A Gov- 
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emors of the said College of old Aberdeen A 
Elirk-Session of Inverness and their Treasurer 
for the time, by the proportions aforesaid, and 
to the ends & purpose above mentioned, and 
that within the Year & Day after the time 
of my Decease, wiith a fiftn part more of 
penalty in case of ffailzie and Annualrent of 
the said principal During the not payment 
thereof, after the said term of payment, Be- 
sei-vin^ always full power & Liberty to us, 
the saids Lachlan Mcintosh, Anna Duff, to 
alter the Conditions aforesaid at any time 
Durins our Joint Lives, and we Dispense 
with the not Delivery hereof, and Declare the 
Same Equally valid; though found in the 
Custody and keeping or us or either 
of us at our Decease, as if Actually 
Delivered, Consenting to the Reciet ra- 
tion hereof in the books of Council and 
Session, or others Competent thereunto to 
Remain ad futuram Rei Memoriam^ and if 
need bees to have a Decreet of Registration 
Interponed thereto, That all Ekecutionals 
neednil pass thereon in form as Effeirs, A 
thereto Constitute our Procrs., &c. 

"In witness whereof we have subscribed 
thoinr presents upon this and the two pre- 
ceding pages (written on stampt paper by 
Evan Bailne. writer in Inverness), at Inver- 
ness the Eiglitc^enth day of March seventeen 
twenty-eight years, before these witnesses, 
tlie Rev. IVir Aiex. McBean^ Minister of the 
Gospel at Inverness ; and the said Evan 
Baillie, Sic Subscrib. : Lachlan Mcintosh, 
Anna Duff, Sic. Subscrib. ; Alex. McBean, wit- 
ness; Evan Baillie, witness." 
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No. xm. 

'aeth March 1742. 

"Aiigus Mcintosh, Laird of Mcintosh, hav- 
ing Sent previous notice, was Received by the 
Session. And Represented that he was be- 
come Debitor to this Session for a Certain 
Sum of money by Lachlan Mcintosh, Laird 
of Mcintosh, his penult Predecessor, and Mrs 
Anna Duff, the said Lachlan's spouse, Morti- 
fyed to this Session and the King's College of 
Aberdeen, as Respective Administrators, in 
Such manner and proportions as the Said 
writ Sett forth. The Contents payable upon 
the Death of the said Lachlan, But now, 
tindins that the said Sum or any pert there- 
of had not hitherto been paid to this Ses- 
sion or the College of Aberdeen, nor any pre- 
sentee offered to Enjoy the Benefite of the 
said Fimd as Destinate. and that he, the pre- 
sent Mcintosh, was unknown to the Conduct 
by which that came about, beins only Second 
Lineal Successor to Lachlan of Mcintosh, the 
Donor ; He therefore upon these Accepts. Re- 
quested that the Session would pass from Ex- 
tracting bygone Annualrents on their prinol. 
Sum, which principal Sum he was ready to 
pay in or Give at the Term of Whitsunday 
next Ebsuing, with Sufficdont Security to 
this Session or their Hospital Treasurer, Ad- 
ding that he was well Informed the College 
of Aberdeen either had already Agreed to 
or were Disposed to Accept of their proportion 
in the terms above Rei^uested: Then the 
Laird of Mcintosh havung withdrawn. The 
Session after Conferring Sometime on this 
request, thought proper to take the Same 
int^ further Consiaeration, and in the mean- 
time appoint their Moderator by a Letter to 
acquaint the College of Aberdeen with what 
is above, & Require their opinion thereon; 
as also to remember them that our Kirk 
Treasurer having advanced a Certain Sum of 
Money upon a process for Exhibition of the 
Deed of Afortifioation in theirs & our Con- 
junct favour, Could not Dispense with the 
Said Writts or Extracts^ to them till Reim- 
bursed of their proportion of the said Out>- 
Lay, which proportion and Accots. they 
know, & therefore to Desire the Same may 
be Remitted to our said Treasurer." 

"13th Aprile 1742. 

''Mr Alexander MoBean Reported that he 
wrote to Prinl. Chambers, according to the 
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Appointment of the Last Session, A Beceired 
lus Answer, bearing Date 27th Maich 1742, 
The Contents whereof ffollows: — 

*'R.D.B.: — 

"Yours of the lOth Curt., with the Lady 
Mcintosh's Inclosed, came to mv hand Tues- 
day Last, which I communicated to our Uni- 
versity yesternight, A Considering that the 
present Laird of Mcintosh is not to blame 
tor the trouble and Expenses your Session 
and we have been put to Recovering that 
Deed of Mortification b^ his worthy Pre- 
dessor, and that he is willing to make pay- 
ment of the principal Sum at Wliitsunday 
next, without any Longer Delay, that it may 
be Applied to the use ror which it waa Desti- 
natea. We are Satisfied from the Respect 
we have to that Honourable Gentleman and 
his family to Accept of the principal Sum 
Due to our College at Whitsunoay, upon pay- 
ment of our Share of the Expenses in the 
Late process of Exhibition, and to Grant a 
formal & full Discharge of any further Claim. 
This we presume wul be agreeable to the 
Moilifyers* Honourable Lady, who is Entitled 
to present During her Life ; And as we should 
be glad to have the Concur ranee of your Ses- 
sion, So we are Ready to pay to your order 
our proportion of the said Charges on yowr 
sending us an Extract of that liiU)rtification. 
which I Signifed in my Last to my friena 
Gilbert Gordon. This being all needfull on 
this Subject, I Remain, R.D.B., yours &c., 

"Gkobos Chalmsbs." 

''26th Blay 1742. 

''Mr John Shaw, Mert. in Inverness, pre- 
sented a Letter of the Lady Dowager Mcin- 
tosh, Relict of the Deceast Lachlan Mcintosh 
of that nk, writ with her own hand, bearing 
date at Inverness May .20th, 1742, The Tenor 
whereof ffollows : — 

Gentlemen. — Ab I am Informed by the 
Laird of Mcintosh that he haa made applica- 
tion to you to have Thiee Thousand Merka 
Scots paid or Secured by him at your Sight 
& to your Contentment, and to bear Annual- 
rent as from this last term of Whitsunday, 
for the maintenance & Education of two 
Boys, in terms of the Deed of Mortification 
made A Granted by the Deceast Lachlan 
Mcintosh of that Ilk, my husband, A me, in 
the year one thousand seven hundred and 
Twenty-Ei^t, and to Dispense with any de- 
mand of bygooe AnnualrentS; as none has 
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been presented on that fihind Since mv Hus- 
band's death, And as the Kin^s Oaliege of 
Old Aberdeen have Accepted in the Same 
manner of other two thousand merks 
mortifyed b^ tlie Same Deed, I for mv Bight 
ft Interest m the said Deed- of Mortification, 
not only Consent to your agreeins to Mcin- 
tosh proposal, but also Concur in the Bequest 
he makes to you, & Expect your Complying 
therewith. As I gave thanks to some of 
your Number already. So I do b^ this again 
for vour Care & Diligence in this affair for- 
merly, and I hope it still will Continue, in 
Seeing it well Secured as a Lasting ffund to 
the good & use of posterity, as it is De- 
signed, ft was, which will very much oblige. — 
Gentlemen, your most humble Serv., 

(Signed) "Anna Duff." 

"Which Letter bein^ Bead and Mr 
Shaw heard upon that affair, The Session Con- 
sidering the paucity of their Number, Delay 
the Consideration thereof untill Thursday 
next at 3 o'clock, and appoint the officers to 
acquaint the Elders to be then present." 

"27th May 1742. 

"Pro re nata: bora tertia post meridiem. 

"The Session, taking under Consideration 
the Bequest made to them by Ansus, Laird 
of MacKintosh, to pass from all oygone 
Annualrents Due on the Deed of Mortifica- 
tion by Lachlan, Laird of Mcintosh, his 
Penult predecessor, ft Mis Anna Duff, the said 
Lachlairs spouse, proceeding the term of 
Whitsunday past in this present year, As the 
said Laiird of Mcintosh, his Bepresentation 
ft Bequest Insert in Minuit March Last Six- 
teenth more fully bears. As also a Letter 
from the Principal of King's College, Aber- 
deen, Containing their Condescension to the 
Like Bequest as to Annualrents of thei>r 
princl. Sum, Mortifyed in the Same writt as 
the said Letter, Insei*t in Minute April last 
thirteenth, likewise more fully bears. Fur- 
ther, Considering that the Lady Dowager of 
Mcintosh, the surviving Donor, Concurs in 
the Same Bequest with the present Laird, 
the Debitor, as by the Letter Insert in Minute 
May Curt. Twenty-fifth more fully bears: 
Ana withal, after Mature Deliberation on all 
the Circumstances of that whole affair known 
to them. Unanimously agreed to Dispense, 
pass from, ft quit Claim to all Annualrents 
Due on the said principal Sum of Three 
Thousand merks to this Session till ft pr^ 
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ceeding the term of Whitsunday Last past 
in Consequence whereof Tlie Session Did and 
hereby Do Impower & appoint John Hoesaok, 
Provost of Inverness, the Hospital Treasurer 
for the time, to Receive now from the Laird 
of Mcintosh the said Principal Sum of Three 
Thousand Merks Neat, or Sufficient Security 
for the Same, to Bear Interest from the 
Term of Whitsunday last past. And further 
Appoint that t)ie Session woula Grant to the 
said Laird of Mcintosh a Discharge in ample 
form of the said principal Sum and Annxial- 
rents thereon, preceedine the term of Whit- 
sunday Last past, and that the Members of 
Session Subscribe the Same, and a!Ho the 
Treasui'er, who is thereby Burdened with the 
Receipt of the said principal Sum. 

''The Session appoint John Mcintosh, Eark 
Treasurer, to Receive from the Laird of Mo- 
Intosli pajrment of his Disbursements in the 
process of Exhibition in the Deed of Morti- 
fication in respect that, notwithstanding it 
was forgiven to the Late Drumnaglass for 
giving a Termination to that Process, Tet in 
Respect the Interest, according to the pr»- 
ceeoing Minute, of the principal Sum is Dis- 
pensed with to the Laird of Mcintosh, they 
therefore have made it a condition with the 
liBird of Mcintosh to be Reimbursed of that 
Expence, and that the Principal Sum Morti- 
fyed may be Entire." 

"WM. MACKINTOSH, MBBOHANT, MORTmOATION, 

£26 STBBUNO. 

"19th February 1761. 

"A Letter from Provost Hossaok, Hospital 
Treasurer, to the Moder. of the Session, was 
presented and Read, Bearing that he has now 
in his hands the Letter Wul and Testament 
of the Deceast William Mcintosh, senior, 
merest., and Lftte Treasurer of Inverness, 
Dated 20th May seventeen hundred A twenty- 
six. Wherein (among others) He hmt A Be- 
queath to the Hospital Stock of Ijivemess 
Twenty-five pound sterling, The Interest 
whereof is to be paid to the poor of the Burgh 
of Inverness, Reserving to his heirs whatsom- 
ever the Bole Right of presenting proper 
objects, one or more, from time to time who 
shall enjo^ the said Annualrent. And this 
Mortification I do ohane^e to William Moln- 
tosh, junior, Late Baillie, his onlv Son, his 
Univmal iJegator A Executor of his Last 
Will and Testament^ and that the said princi- 
pal Sums Bears Interest from Martinmas 
seventeen hundired and Twenty-six. Tlie Ses- 

33 
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sion Delay the further Ck>n8ideration of this 
affair till next Seesion. (See Session Minutes 
26/2/1751 and 14/1/1752 and 28/1/1752.") 

"19th Feb. 1751. 
"mortification bt last mackintosh, 

1000 ME&K8. 

"A Letter from William Duff of Muirtown, 
bearing Date 15th ffebruary 1751, was pre- 
sented & Read, by which he Acquaints the 
Session that the Thousand Merks Mortifyed 
by the Late Lady Molntosh to the Session is 
Ready to be paid by him upon the Session's 
Getting an Extract of that part of the Testa- 
ment, now Recorded in the Commissary 
office, and that the same be Recorded in the 
Register of the Session. The Session appoint 
tlie Clerk to call at the Commisary Clerk, & 
get an Extract of that part of the Testament 
that Relates to this Mortificaion, ft to be 
presented before the next Session, and in the 
meantime it is Recommended to the Ministers 
of the Session to Look for a proper person to 
whom the money may be given upon good 
Security." 

"4th April 1761. 

"Particate of the said Testament : — 
"I, Anna Duff, relict to Lachlan Mcintosh 
of that Ilk, & Captain of Clan Chattcm, &c., 
leave and bequeathe, for a pious use only, a 
Tliousand Merks. Thifi thousand merks is 
to be settled bv the Ministers and Session 
and assistance or the Magistrates of Inverness, 
on good security tliat the annual rent thereof 
may bo Duely paid yearlv to each person as 
Represented, As first I do by these, During 
her life to E^therine Campbell, spouse to 
Dalshangie, to ''her person, & then to be pre- 
sented by my Brotner, William Duff, or my 
nephew, Alexander Duff, to any old Decayed 
necessitious person, either man or woman, or 
failing any of the name of Duff to be pre- 
sented, Then to the name of Mcintosh of Clan 
Chattan, or Relation of either of these, my 
Executoi*8." 

"7th May 1751. 

"Mr Andrew Murray reported he received 
the thousand merks from Mr William Duff of 
Muirtown, and did Grant him Discharge." 

"LADT ANN DUFF, DOWAGER MACKINTOSH, 
MORTIFICATION, 1000 MBRK8. 

14/5/1776. 

A presentation was given the Session by Wm. 
Duff, Esq. of Mukton, in favours q( Anne 
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Cummins, Daughr. to the Deceast Jas. Cum- 
ing, Dal^angie, to Sac<^»ed her father in the 
Interest of a thousand Merks, Dated to the 
Session by Lady Ann Duff, Dowagar Mcin- 
tosh. The Ses58ion agreed to the same, and 
appt. an extract liereof to be given Mr Wm. 
Murray, Uospl. Treasurer." 

"2l8t Aprile 1752. 

"mortification BT 8ABAH MCDONALD AND HEB 
HUSBAND, DON. CALDBB. 

"Mr McBean presented to the Session a Bill 
di*awn by Sarah Macdonald, widow of Donald 
Calder, Baxter in this place, on Mr John 
Shaw, mercht. & by him accepted to the Kirk 
Session of this place, payable at Martinmas 
next, for two hundred pounds Scots money, 
for tne use of the poor of Inverness, Mortified 
by her & her Deceast husband in his Life- 
time. The Interest of the said Two hundred 
pounds Scots to be Disposed of at her Discre- 
tion During her Life time to such objects as 
she shall Recommend, & after her Decease, at 
the Discretion of the Kirk Session. The said 
bill was delivered into the hands of Mr 
McKenzic untill a new Hospirtal Treasurer 
shall be chosen." 
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No. XIV. 
DUNCAN'S MORTIFICATION. 

(Separate Rboisteb.) 

"This consists of the Diriebnght lands, 
extending to 26 acres 2 roods 1.75 poles, 
mortified to the Eirk Session by George Dun- 
can. Sir Robert Chisholm in 1362 mortified 
them to the Altar of the Holy Rood. 
Tlie name of Diriebught, written in 1376 as 
"Deyrbowchte," is derived from Gaelic Tir- 
nam-bochd (Land of the Poor). The old pre- 
Reformation Chapel, called St John's Cliape!, 
stood on these grounds. 

"At Inverness, the Tenth Day of March one 
tliousand seven hundred and fifteen years. 
In presence of John Stuart, One of the Baillies 
of the sakl Burgh, Compeared David Cuming, 
writer there, as Procr. for George Duncan, 
after dcsign'd, and gave in the Disposition & 
Mortification underwritten, Deeireing tbue 
Same to be Insert & Registrate iiu the Bor- 
row Court Books of the said Buigli in the 
terms of the Act of Parliament made Anent 
Regist rating writes after the Grant ei'^s De- 
cease, Which Desire the said Judge finding 
Reasonable, Has ordained and Ordains the 
said Disposition and Mortification to be In- 
sert & Registrate in the foresaids Books, In- 
terpones his Authority thereto to the Effect 
® written of, the which the Tenor ffollows : — 
Be it known to ail men be their presents Me, 
George Duncan, Merchant in Inverness, 
Heritable Proprietor of the Lands, Sc others 
underwritten with the pertinents. For as 
much as I, taking to my Serious Consideration 
That the Two parish Churches of Inverness 
have no particular ffund for upholding them 
in Repair, and that the keeping & upholding 
of them by a part of the weekly Corections 
or offerings or other fimds desired & ac- 
pointed for pious Usee, doth Considerably Im- 

f>air & Diminish the portion of the poo''. 
ndigent persons within the Parochin, Ana 
Lyke ways I, takeing to my Serious Con- 
sideration & Commiseration the condition of 
many poor Orphante & Indigent persons 
who, by reason of their want of uuman Liter- 
ature & Ed'ucation, are Rendered Incapable 
to Serve the publick in their Respective 
Stations^ as their Indolis & Disposition other- 
ways might enable them to perform. And 
I, out of a pious Disposition & Inclination, be- 
ing resolved to Contribute thereto in man- 
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ner & to the Effect underwritten, Tlierefore, 
and for the Glory & Honom* of God, The 
Fathea, S(on, A Holy Ghost, and for the 
Service of his Divine Moieaty, out of pure 
Love thereto, & meer Charky to the end 
above & after Specified. To have Given, 
Granted, Mortified, and Disponed, Lykeaii I, 
be their presents (with & under the Condi- 
tions, provisions, Reservations, Limitations, 
& Clauses, Irritant and resolutive, under- 
written & not other ways) Give, Grant, 
Dote, Mortifie, and (tanquam ad Manus 
Mortuas) for ever Dispone from Me, my heirs 
and Successors whatsomever, now & in all 
time Coming (for the special & pious uses 
underwritten To and in favours of present 
Kirk Tbeasurer of Inverness, and to the 
Remanent Members of the said Kirk Session, 
and their respective Successors in place ana 
office, Heretaoly & Irredeemably, All and 
flaill, the Lands of Diribught, being Twenty- 
Two Aikers of Aiable Land, & yeilding Fifty- 
Two Bolls or thereby of Yearly Rent, Lying 
within the paioohin & Sheriffdom of Inver- 
ness, and bounded with the King's Higli 
Road on the North, the Millburn on the 
East, The Barrony of Castlehill on the South. 
& we8t parts thereof respective, and all ana 
hail I the Teind Sheaves & other Teinds great 
& Small, Fasonage A vicaradge of the said 
Lands, Together also wiith all Right to the 
Interest, Claime of Right, property, A pos- 
session, as well petitor as possessor, which I, 
my Predecessors, A Authors, heirs and Suc- 
cessoi-s, Had Have, or any ways may have, 
Claim or pretend thereto, or to any pait 
thereof, for hereafter ft in all time Oomeing, 
In the which Lands, teinds, A others above 
Duponed (for the pious uses after sett down), 
I bind A oblige me A my foresaids to Infeft 
A sease, in due and Competent form, the said 
present Kirk Theasurer and the Remanent 
Members of tlie Kirk Session of the said 
Burgh (here holden as Repeated), and tlieir 
Successors in place A office for the time 
being, be Charter A Seasine, to be holden 
of the Provost A Bail lies and Town Council 
of Inverness, my Immediate, Lawful Su- 
periors of the Same, in feu in Heritage, for 
paying, performing, A Relieving of me 
and my foresaids, of the feu Duties and other 
Duties, Services, A prestations, due and pay- 
able furth of the Saids Lands and others fore- 
said A for that Effect, to make. Grant, Sub- 
scribe, A Deliver all writes necessary Con- 
taining all Clauses needful, A for obtaining^ 
the said Infeftment by Resignation, Witt 
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ye me to have made, Constitute, & 
ordain, likeas I herebv constitute A 
ordain, and ilk ane of them, my Procis., 
to the Effect underwritten, with power to 
tliem and Each of them to Compear before 
my saids Immediate Lawful Superiors of the 
Lands, Aiikers, teinds, & others above written, 
with the pertinents or their Commissioners, 
having power to Receive Resignations & 
grant new Infeftments thereupon time & 
place Convenient, and then and there, with 
all Due Reverence & Humility, purely & 
simply, bestaff & Bastone, as use is to Resign, 
Lykeas I, be the Tenor hereof (for the pious 
us^es above and underwritten). Resign, Sur- 
render, upgive, overgive, & Deliver, all & 
haill, the Lands above & imderwritten (with 
and under the Conditions, provisions, Re- 
servations, Limitations, Clauses, Irritant & 
Resolutive, alter Expiest, & no otherways, 
viz., All & Haill, the Lands of Diribught. ex- 
tending as said is & Bound in manner above 
Specifyed, with the teinds of the Same, & 
haill peitiueiits thereto belonging, in the hands 
of my saids Lawful Supeiiors, or their Com- 
missioners aforesaid, in favours and for new 
Infeftments of the Same to be made & 
granted to the said pres. Kirk 

Thesaurer, & Remanent members of the said 
Kirk Session hei^ holden as Repeated, or 
their Successors in place & office for the time 
being, as Managers & Special administrators 
appointed, to the Effect imder written, for 
using & disposeing of the fruits, Rents, 
profits, & Casualties of the said Lands (after 
my Decease or the Decease of Jean Kinnaird, 
my Spouse, the Longest Liver of us two), in 
manner ffollowing, viz. : — ^tho one-half of the 
yearly Rent of the said Lands for Maintain- 
ing, Supporting, & keeping in Repair both 
the Cliurches of the said Burgh, and the 
other half for Educating and paying the 
Schoolmaster's fees of Six poor bovs at school 
untill they shall attain to the age of 
fourteen Years Compleat^ & also for mantain- 
ing <^ upholding them in Cloaths. Linnens, 
Shoes, Stockings. Books, and otner neces- 
saries, as far as the half of the yearly Rents 
of the said lands shall extend to at the arbitri- 
ment & Discretion of the said Kirk Session 
and Theasurer thereof, Beginning tlie first 
year's payment of the rents of the said lands 
at the term of Martinmas next, and immedi- 
ately following my decease, or the decease of 
the said Jean Kinnaird, my spouse, the 
Longest Liver of us two, as said is, 
any payments of the Rents of the 
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saids Lands are Superceded and Re- 
served, But allways with & under the pro- 
visions, Conditions, Clauses, Irritant & Ke- 
solutive, undei'written, viz.. That in case the 
Reparation of the above Churches shall not 
eztiaust the lialf of tlie said Yearly Rent for 
A at the year immediately preceeding any 
toriii of Martimas, when the saids Rents shall 
fall Due, Then & in that case, the Same or 
any part thereof that shall not be so ex- 
pended to the Use and at the time aforesaid 
shall be Sequestrate & Ingrossed with the 
half of the Stock of the saids Lands for a 
Set led fund for aifording annual Rent in all 
time thereatter for the said Use, & no part 
thereof to be Impaired for that or any use 
whatsomever, Provideing Lykeways, and De- 
claring Lykeas, by acceptation hereof, & by 
the writeH & Infertments to ffoUow hereupon. 
Be it Specially provided & Declared that it 
shall not be Leisome to nor in the power of 
the said Kirk Session nor Kirk Thesaurer for 
the time beinc, nor in the power of their 
Successors in place A office to Alter. Innovate 
or Change their presents itn any Quality or 
Circumstance of tlie Same, nor in the Least 
to Dilapidate or Dispose of the saids Lands as 
they Tender the Juogement of God, And that 
any such Right or Disposition shall be Ipso 
Jure void^ void & null, and this Right and 
Mortification shall fall and Accrisee to my 
nearest heirs and assigneys whatsomever with- 
out the necessitv of using any Declarator to 
that Effect, with A under the which provi- 
sions. Conditions, Reservations, Clauses, Ir- 
ritant & Resolutive, foresaid, their presents 
are granted and Accepted, & not otnerways 
Acts, Instruments, and Documents, ane or 
mor as needs bees im the premises, to ask & 
Raise and Genenilly, ftc, And I bind & oblige me 
and my foresaids to War rand this present 
Right & Moi-tification A Disposition at all 
Hands A against all deadly. And I hereby 
assign A Dispone in favours of the said Kirk 
Session A Kirk Thesaurer aforesaid. Now as 
then A then as now, all writes A Evidents, 
Rishte, titles, A Infeftments A Securities, 
botn old & new, of, upon, A concerning the 
saidA Ijands A othei*s foresaid, with the Haill 
Import of the Same, A maills A Duties there- 
of (for the usee aforesaid and in manner A 
at the time above Rehearsed, with full power 
to them to use warnings and prosecute 
removeing^. Dispensing with the General- 
ity of the said Assignation, Mortification, A 
Disposition, or any Nullity or Imperfection 
thereof, and admitting the same to be also 
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valid Sc Sufficient, as if every particular were 
here Insert, Albeit not swa done, Where- 
anent I have Dispensed & hereby Dispense 
for ever^ And I hereby Ordain & Declare 
that their presents shall be a valid Standing 
& obligatory Evident in manner above Ehc- 
prest« AUbeit tha Same be undeHvered jk 
found in my Custody after my Decease, dis- 
pensing with the not delivery, ft declaring 
tlie Same to be as a delivered, evident & 
renoimcing all Exceptions ana objections 
in the Contrair or any ways against the for- 
mality or validity hereof, Any Law or prac- 
tique. in the Contrair notwitnstandinz, And 
for tlie more Security, I consent to the Re- 
gistration hereof in the Burrow Court Books 
of Inverness or others Competent for Con- 
servation, Or if need bees, to have the 
Strength of a Decreet, that all Execution 
neceasary may be Direct, hereupon in fform 
as Efifeirs, ft thereto Constitute David 
Cuming, writer in Inverness, my procr. In 
witness whei'eof I have subscribcKl their Pi-e- 
sents (Written be Mr James Eraser, Mer- 
chant in Inverness). At Inverness this third 
Day of March one tnousand Seven hundred ft 
fifteen years, Before their Witnesses, Mr 
Robert Baillie, Minister of the Gospel in the 
said Burgh; and the said Mr James Eraser, 
writer hereof, Sic Subtr., Geo. Duncan, Ro. 
Baillie, witness; Ja. Eraser, witness. 

"Alix. Mubbat, Clk." 
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No. XV. 

''At Inverness the Twentv-Eight Day March 
one thousand se>ven hunared & twenty-4ux 
years, In presence of William McKAy, one of 
the Baiihee of Inverness, Oompoared Alex- 
ander McLean, Writer in the said Biu^li, as 
Procr. for William BVaser, William McLean, 
Thomas Alves, and the Heall other parties, 
Contractors on the one part after Designed, 
and Sicklike Gompeared Alexr. Clerk, writer 
there, as proor. for Patrick McKav, partv 
Contractor on the other pait after Designed, 
and Gave in the Tack under written, Desire- 
lug the same to be Insert & Registrate in 
the Burrow Court Books of Inverness, That 
all Execution neccssanr pass there on Con- 
form to tlie Clause oi Kegistration therein 
Contained, Which Desire the said Judge 
found Reasonable, & therefore ordained tfie 
same to be done Accordingly, of which Tack 
the Tenor ffollows, and is uius — At Inverness 
the Second & Tenth Days of November one 
thousand seven hundred &, Twenty-fiveyears, 
It is Contracted & Agreed betwixt William 
Eraser, William McLean, & Thomas Alves, 
Bailiies of Inverness; John Hossack. Dean 
of Guild; John Eraser & Gilbert Gordon, 
Merchants & Late Bailiies of the said Burgh : 
Mr William Stuart, Mr Bobei-t Baillie, & 
Mr Alexander McBean, Ministers of the 
Gospel at Inverness ; Gillies McBoan, Deacon, 
Conveneer; David Uoome &, James Murray, 
Merchts. in the said Burgh, ffor themselves 
as Members of the Kirk Session of Inverness, 
and in Name & by Appointment of the 
Remanent Members of the said Eark Session, 
Conform to their Act of the day of the 
past, on the one, and Patrick McKay of 
Soourie on the other part in manner ffollow- 
ing, That is to say, Eor as much as the 
Deceast George Duncan, Mercht. in Inver- 
ness, hj his Deed of Mortification of the dato 
the third dav of March one thousand Seven 
hundred A fifteen years, did, with the Burden 
of his own Idfe Rent, and that of Jean Kinnaird, 
his Spouse, Mortifie and Dispone to the Kirk 
Thesaurer and other members of the Kirk 
Session of Inverness, All and healL the Lands 
of Diribught Lying wiihin the Liberties of 
the Burfl;h of Inverness and Shenfdom there- 
of, and bounded bv the Bang's high Road at 
the North, The Mill bum at the East, ft the 
Barrony of Oaatlehill at the Soath A West, 

84 
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and all and heall, the Teinds. both Parson- 
age A viooaragej of the saios Lands, and 
Ordained the fruits, Bents, A profits of the 
said Lands, to be Disposed of by them 
towards the purposes following, viz., the one 
half of the Bents of the saids Lands for main- 
taining. Supporting. A keepioig in Bepair 
both the Churches ot the said Brugh, and the 
other half for Educating & paying the School- 
mast ei-'s fees of six poor boys at School untill 
thi-y shall attain to the age of fourteen years Oom- 
pleat, and also for maintaining and upliold- 
i2ig them in Cloaths, Linnens, Shoes, stock- 
ings, Books, and other necessaries, as far the 
Same should extend, and by which Morti- 
fication the said Committie of Session Author- 
ized as aforesaid, have power to Sett the 
Lands & others above A under written, and 
Accordingly they, the said William Fraser & 
otiier Members of the said Committie of Ses- 
sion above named, for themselves A in Name 
& Autliority of the said Kirk Se^^sion, by the 
Tenor hereof Sett, and in Tack & assedation 
Lett, to the said Patrick McKay of Soourie, 
his heirs or assignies, for payment of the 
Yearly Tack, Duty underwritten, arid in Con- 
sideration of the other performances to bo 
made in manner aftermentioned, All and 
heall, the saids Lands of Deribught, Lying A 
Bounded in manner above mentioned, wt. 
the Teinds, both parsonage A Vicarage, of 
the same, and that for all the years A terms 
of five Nineteen years after the first term of 
Whitsunday next, A Immediately ffollowing 
the Decease of the said Jean Kinnaird, which 
is hereby declared to be the term of his 
Entty to the saids Lands be virtue of this 
Tack. Which Tacks A assedation the said 
William Fraser, WilUam McLean, A the 
other Members above named of the said Com- 
mittie of Session, Bind A oblige them, as 
Members of the said Kirk Session A the heall 
Bemanent members thereof, presently 
being, and their successors' members of 
the said Kirk Session, to Warrand this 
Tack and possession to be apprehended 
be virtue thereof to the said Patnck McKay 
of Scourie A his foresaids at all hands and 
acainst all Deadly, as Law will. For the 
wnich Cause the said Patrick McKay Binds 
A obliges him, his heirs A Successors, to Con- 
tent <fe pay to the ELirk Thesaurer of Inverness 
for the time being, or any other having power 
from the Kirk Session of Inverness, all A 
heall, the Sum of Two Hundred pounds Scots 
money, in name of Tack Duty, A that at the 
term of Candlemas Yearly, begining the fii-st 
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ywr's paTinent thereof at the Grot t«nm of 
CandlenuB next, after the said Jean Kinnaird 
her Kixhl shall cease by lier DeceAue, to- 
gether with Such part of the Rent of tlM 
Raid Landd foi' tbo Yeai' va which slie aball 
Deoease, as shall nut betoDe to her in Law if 
any such bIiaII liappen to be), And Bo furth 
jearly tteraafter, durijig the yeara of this 
Tackj with Forty pounds money for Bald of ' 
Liquidate Ei|ien:ics for Qa<^h terms ffailaie. 
As also lie binds & oblises liim A hia fore- 
xaula tu make jHiyitieiit ol the Miniater's Sti- 
pends, Cessw. Stents. & all other public 
Burdens tliat are or may be due and pavable 
fui'th of the aaidfl I^nds from hia entry tliera- 
to, During the oontiuuaiice of this Tack, A 
to report Discharges thereof Yearly to the 
said Kirk Session, & that by attoor the taid 
Tack Duty, And Sicklike, ajid on Considera- 
tion of the said Long Lease, the said Patrick 
McKay of Scourie Binds A obliew him and 
his foresaid to healt Lands 

by a Sufhcient I ;ient Ditches 

and Hedees, So inds shall be 

BufBcient^ tetkc< wlthont In- 

clndins any otht ich Incloeure 

that the marolit thereof may 

be Exactly preecired AJso to make Several 
Subdivisions of the Lands by Sufficient 

Ditches A Hedges, aa aforesaid within the 
said General Inclosnre, A to leave the said 
Dykes, Ditches, & Hedges, in good Repair at 
the Ish of tTiis Tack or at such other time 
as he, his heirs, his or their Assignies shall 
Cede ttie possession of saids Lands and others 
foresaid, after the Ish of this Tack, and if 
an; dwelling hoase, office houses, or other 
ImproTMnents shall be built or niade on the 
saids Landn, These houses db other Improve- 
menM shall at tlie Ish of the Tack belone to 
the said Kirk Swuion. And whioh Dykee, 
Ditches, Eedf^ee. hoU(-et<, if any such be built, 
and snch frmt & Barren trees aa shall be 
planted in Qardens, or any part of the Fences 
ef the saids Lands, shall aocresee, belong, A 
Appertain to the Kirk Session of Invernes* 
for the time being, as administrators aforesaid. 
appointed by the said George Duncan, and 
that without any price or Reward, to be paid 
therefore by them, excepting that the said 
Patrick ^fcKay of Soourw and his foresaids 



be planted at or in the said fences ■ 
become fit for nne. He ft they being obliged 
to Replant Immediately an Equal Numbei' of 
I'ke treee in their place, And Dodaring that 
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it sliall not be Lawful for him or them to 
plant trees in aor other part <^ the aaids 
Liandfl, except in the saida Gardens and fences 
thereof, A other fences of the Saids Lands, 
Provid^g always Likeas it is hereby specially 
provided A Declared that in case the saidEs 
Improvements are not as far carried on as 
reasonably can be Expected within Nineteen 
Teal's after the said Patrick McKay of Soourie 
his Emtjy be vertne of this Tack, Then and 
in that case he & his forsaids shall tyne, 
aniitt, &, forfeit all right & Title to the pos- 
session of the saids Lands be vertue of this 
tack. & a Declarator of Such forfeiture is 
hereoy Declared to be CompeteAt before the 
Baillies of Inverness or any of them. Who by 
their presents of Consent of either Party are 
chosen final Judges to Such Declarator With- 
out Appellations from them. But if, notwith- 
standioig such fforfeiture, tne said Kirk Ses- 
sion shall not Insist in A, prosecute a Declara- 
tor thereof, & that the saids Lands shall not 
be Improven in manner above mentioned at 
the Ish of this Tack, or thereafter, when the 
possession sliall be yielded as aforesaid. Then 
and in that Case He, the said Patrick McKay 
of Scourie, &, his foresaids, shall and Are here- 
by Declared to be bound & obliged to make 
payment to the Kirk Session of Invemess for 
the time being of Such Sum or Sums of money 
as shall by two or more men to be Indiffer- 
ently chosen b^ either party be Deemed & 
Adjudged Eqmvalent to the said Improve- 
ments, or such part thereof as shall not be 
made, &, Existing in repair at the Time, De- 
claring also Lvkeas it is hereby specially pro- 
vided & Declared that as the said Patrick 
MoEav of Scourie & his heirs Are & shall be 
Bound to this Tack, so whatever person 
or persons shall by themselves or others in 
their Name possess the Saids Lands of Diri- 
bu^ht or any part thereof as Assignie or 
rssignies, or any other way whatsomever Con- 
sequential to thJB Tack, shall & are hereby 
Declared to be bound & obliged to Implement, 
fulfill, & perform all and Sundrie the obli^ 
tions @ mentioned on him, the said Patrick 
McKay of Scourie and his heirs, Provideing 
in like manner Likeas It is by their presents 
Hpecially Declared that because the Kents of 
tne saioB Lands are to be applied to the ends 
(9 Specified in the said Deed of Mortification, 
In case two years' Taok duty of the saidt 
Lands Shall Remain unpaid through Default 
of him, the said PatricK McKay of Soourie 
and his foresaids, untill a third year's Tack 
duty fall due, He and they shall fforfeit the 
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Ri^t to possess the saids Lands be yertue 
of this Taok, and the fforfeiture shall and 
may be Dedared by the saida Ma^trates of 
Inyemess or any of them, Who are hereby 
Declared to be ultimate Judges to Such De- 
clarator in the same manner as to the other 
Declarator (^ Mentioned. And both {Mirties 
Bind A oblige them ana their foresaids to 
Implement their Reei>eotiTe parts of this Con- 
tract to each other, under the penalty of 
fifty pounds Sterling by and attour perform- 
ance, And they Consent to the Registration 
hereof in the Books of Council ana Session, 
or others Competent, That Letters of H(hii- 
ing A all other Execution Necessajry may 
pass thereon in form as Efifeirs, and to Uiat 
Effect Constitute Alexander McLean and 
Alexander Clark, writers in Invemees, Tliears 
Procrs., Li witness whereof, their presents 
written on this and the five preceedinjg pages 
of Stampt paper by Alexanaer Baillie, Ser- 
yitor to Alexander Baillie. Town Clerk of In- 
verness, are Subscribed oy both parties as 
ffoUowB, yis. : — ^By the said Committie of the 
Kirk Session party Contracting on the one 
part. At Inverness the Second Day of Noyem- 
oer and Tear of Gk>d first aboTO mentioned, 
before these witnesses, William McKay, one 
of the Baillies of Inyemess; the said Alex- 
ander Baillie, Town Clerk; & Alexander 
Baillie, Writer hereof; And by the said 
Patrick McKay of Scourie, at Inyerness the 
said Tenth day of Noyember and Tear of God 
® written before these witnesses, the said 
William McKay, one of the Baillies of Inver- 
ness ; & Evan Baillie, writer there^ the Date 
A Names A Designation of the witnesses to 
the said Patrick McKay of Scourie, his Sub- 
scription being filled up by the said Evan 
Baillie, Sic SAscribitur, WiU. Eraser, Will. 
Mack Leane, Thomas Alves^John Hossack, 
Jo. ffraser, Gilbert Gordon, Wil. Stuart, Ro. 
Baillie, Alexr. McBean, Gfillies McBean^^J. 
Murray, Dayid Hoome, Patrick McKa^, Wil- 
liam McKay, witness ; Alexr. Baillie, witness ; 
Alexander Baillie, witness; William McK&y, 
witness to Scourie^s SuoRcription^ Eyan 
Baillie, witness to Soourie's Subscription. The 
princl. hereof is written on Stampt paper 
Extracted by me, Signd Alexr. Baillie, Clk." 

"Augt. 28d, 1720. 

"The Session Appoint that Thomas Alyea, 
Hospitall Tlieasurer, Cause Draw George Dim- 
can's picture, and pay for it," 
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"dOth MAroh 1786. 

"The Provost Represented that Mis Dun- 
can, Relict of George Duncan, Merchant, is 
Lately Deceased, by wliich a Considerable 
Benefaction arises to the Session. 

"Tlie Clerk represented that he, having 
understood of Mrs Duncan's decease, gave in 
a petition to the Magistrates Intreatioig that 
in Respect the Rights of Diribought and 
other papers relating to the saida Lands are 
in the Custody of the said Mrs Duncan, that 
they would be pleased to Seal up her Cabinet 
and Drawers untill the said papers should be 
recovered in Due Form, The Session Referred 
The Consideration of the said affair untill the 
next meeting." 

"21st Deer. 1736. 

"The Session Nominate and appoint the 
ffollowing members a^ a Commi<ttie to Examine 
into the State of Qeorge Duncan's Mortifica- 
tion, and of any other deeds of mortification 
in wliich the Session may be Concerned, A 
Report Accordingly viz.. Provost John Hos- 
sack, Baillie John Fraser, Baillie Alves, Baillie 
Gordon, Baillie Mcintosh, Baillie McLean, 
James Pitkethly, & Angus Campbel, Elders ; 
with the Ministers, and their first meeting 
to be in the Library Tliursday next, three 
o'clock afternoon." 

"18th June 1741. 

"The Session having Called Before them 
the Boys at Raining's School on George Dun- 
can's Mortification, viz., John Duncan, Son 
to Edward Duncan, weaver ; Donald Fraser, 
alias McGilchrist; David Scot, Robert Robert- 
son. James Fraser, John Munro, Malcom 
McKenzie, John Robertson, David Denoon, 
Donald Fraser, John Littlejohn, John 
Urquhart, Also their Parents A the Masters 
of Kaining's, Found cause to Remove John 
Duncan, Robert Robertson, Donald Fraser, 
alias McGilchrist, A John Fraser, because of 
their Age A non attendance, A Did at tlie 
same time Intitle to the said Benefit William 
McKenzie, son to John McKenzie, weaver, 
aged 9 years; Alexr. Petrie, Son to Hugh 
Petrie, Smith, aged 9 years; John Ker, 
Shoemr., aged 11 years; And the Treasurer 
being asked at, AJso the Children, A their 
Parents present, whether their Cloaths pre- 
scribed by the Session, to the Extent or 25 
merks, were given each of them, A the Bal- 
lanoe. He was answered in the affirmative. 
A no Denial," 
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'•2d June 1762. 

'The SeBsion having under their ConBideia- 
tion George Duncan's Mortification, for the 
Reparation of the Churches, and the Main- 
tenance of Bursars at Raining's School, Thoy 
llesolved at this Dyet to Choose a Treasurer 
for that Kffect, in Regard Mr Jaines Cuth- 
bert, present Treasurer is now Removed 
from this Town, and they Did make Choice of 
William McPherson, Mercht., to be Treasurer 
of that ffund, and Appoint Geoige Schcviz 
& Duncan Clark, with the Moderator, as a 
Committie to fit Accounts with James Cutli- 
bert, in order to his being Discharged of his 
Intromission, A to make Report.*' 

"14th Marcli 1798. 

"The Commitie have examined the Repara- 
tion Treasurer's accompts for two years past, 
find the samo exactly stat-ed according to 
their se\'eral vouchers, and have directed them 
to be engrossed in the General Account book 
for George Dimcan's mortification, which has 
been done, pages 17 and 18. The Session, 
Considering the trouble which the Reparation 
Treasurer, Mr Simon Eraser^ has had in his 
management of that Fund, and the fidelity 
with which he has discharged ift for t'On years 
past, do allow him theii'ty shillings sterling 
yearly. 
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SESSION LANDS. 

In addition to the lands of Diriebnght, 
already dealt with, the Session possess the 
lands of Broadstone, lying between MidtoiUs 
Road and Kingsmills Koad, extending to 15 
acres and 37.42 poles arable and 2.08 poles 
space between Maryfield Cottage and the 
retaining wall behind it ; and Crotterton, 
lying on the south side— westmost end— or 
Old Edinburgh Road. 

The lands of Broadstone were purchased 
from Robert Robertson of Shiplana in 1715. 
In the Session Minutes instructing the pur- 
chase they are not designated, but are rully 
described in Robert Robertson's Disposition 
in favour of the Kirk Session, dated 13th 
June 1715, and recorded in the Borrow Court 
Books of Inverness 15th January 1719. In 
the minutes of 2oth May 1716, they are also 
named, and in the Old Count Book, pp. 38, 
there are traces of the price paid, viz., **£1750 
(Scots) paid, of the above princll. soumes, 
being bestowed on lands above the hill bought 
from Shipland at Whitsunday 1715:" and 
again, pp. 42, ''By horrible bond and Dispo- 
sition from Shipland for lands bought from 
him above the hill yt. cost princll. soume of 
£1750" (Scots). In 1766 Wm. Fraser. 
farmer on tlie Barnliills, possessed Broad 
Stone and acres thereto belonging, as also 
the Riggs, commonly called Knockerloin. 

In 1789 Thomas Young, then Hospital 
Treasurer, purchased for the sum of £90 stg. 
an acre ot the land adjoining Broadstone be- 
longing to Evan Camobell, and in 1793 the 
Kirk Session excambea 1 acre 3 roods and 25 

f)oles of the above lauds for the same extent, 
yine more conveniently to their property, 
and Delonging to Cuthbei*t of Castlenill. 

Tlie Orottei*ton lands were feued to the In- 
verness Gas and Water Coy. in 1832, for the 
annual duty of fifteen bolls barley, county 
measure, according to the friars* prices of 
the year. 



J 
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APPENDIX I. 

HISTORY OF PRESP:NT HIGH CHURCH. 

Briefly, it may be said the history of the pre- 
sent High Church is as follows : — 

When the Old Kirk was declared ruinous, about 
the year 1769, the Presbytery of the bounds 
negotiated with the Heritors of ine Parish and 
Town Council of Inverness with the view of in- 
ducing them to provide a new church. The Town 
Council thereupon prepared and submitted to the 
Heritors of the town and parish a memorial 
setting forth the circumstances of the case, and 
proposed! — 

"(1) To erect a new and larger church. 

^ (2) To borrow money and enter into contracts 
for that purpose. 

"(3) That the conmiunity shall be bound to up- 
hold and keep the fabrick of the church 
in repair in perpetuity. 

"(4) lliat the different seats in the new church 
should be estimated in proportion to the 
outlay on the whole church ; and 

"(5) That after providing for the accommoda- 
tion of the Maffistratee and! Counoillors, 
Uie Heritors of the parish should have 
the fii-Mt offer of seats for their accom- 
modation, according to their (quality and 
rank and the proportions of stipend pay- 
able by them, and tliat for such seate 
they should either pay at the rate of 7^ 
p.c. on the ootlav lor the whole, or pa^ 
a yearly rent to tne Magistrates and their 
successors." 

The new church was estimated to cost £1000, 
and the foregoing proposals having been accepted 
by the Heritors, the Town Council borrowed 
money and built the present High Church; but 
before it was completed, the Committee in charge 
of the buuuing operations reported that the cost 
(£1000) was under-estimated, and that more 
money was necessary to complete the building. 
The Committee were thereupon authorised to 
borrow more money, and to sell the seats and to 
report. In 1775 the Town Council gave their 
Committee — ^two Councillors — ^who had acted as 
treasurers for tlie building, a clear discharge. 

36 
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The total cost of the church was jS1450, wliich 
was raised un the public credit. In the year 1776 
Sir Hector Munro of Novar, a distinguished 
Indian soldier, who was member ol Parlia^ 
ment for the Inverness District of Burghs, gave 
a donation of £1000 towards extinguijriiing part 
of the debt incurred by the town in building the 
church. £950 of Sir Hector's gift was applied 
to pay in? off the debt, and the remaining £50, 
with £2 17s 9d of interest, passed into the general 
fundK of the burgh. This left a debt oi^ about 
£500 still uncleared. 

When the church was completed, the town ap- 
pointed a treasurer to collect the seat rents, which 
up to the year 1811 are said to have yielded an 
aimuaJ revenue of about £84 sterling. In 
that year some alterations led to an augmenta- 
tion of scat rents, which are said to have then 
yielded about £130 per annum, and within the 
next twelve years the seat rents collected by the 
Council are stated to have been sufficient to pay 
off the £500 of original d^ebt remaining on the 
fabric — ^including also the usual annual charges 
and the charges for extraordinary repairs in 
1811. It was reported by competent authority 
in the year 1842 that a balance of seat rents, 
amounting to £1177 13s 2id, was at Michaelmas 
1841 in the bands of the Council ; and again in 
1882 it wals computed that after payment of all 
annual charges, and exclusive of arrears of seat 
rent^ and of interests on tlie rents collected, the 
town was possessed of l^lly £1300 as surplus 
revenue from the High Church. During the last 
twenty years the revenue from the seats have 
been increasing rather than diminishing, so it is 
thus evident tiiat the seat rents have yielded a 
larger revenue than is necessary for the original 
purpose for which they were levied, and so far 
have proved a small gold mine to the town. Let 
it be acknowledged, however, that the Town 
Council has met its responsibilities in an alto- 
gether reasonable spirit. A copy of the agree- 
ment between the Town Council and the Hentors 
is appended. 



u. 



HIGH CHFRCH OF INVEBNBSS. 1769. 



> 



''IDemorial and Proposals by the Magistrates 
and Town Council of Inverness to the Heri- 
tors of the town and parish of Inverness. 

^'The Old Kirk some years ago having been de- 
chired insufficient, the Presbytery of toe bounds 
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threaten a proiecution against the memorialists 
and tlie Hentors for builmng a new one, and the 
said Kirk hayinff been deserted, several incon- 
veniences arise tnerefrom, such as that for the 
greatest i)art of the year the English and Irish 
congregations meet but once a-day, and occupy 
the New or Irish Church by turns, and the rest 
of the year the Irish congregation is often ex- 
posed to the inclemency of the weather by at- 
tending public worship "in the Church-yard. 

**'rhe memorialists cannot find out how or by 
whom the said old church was built, nor who 
contributed to the same. There are veir old 
charters from the Crown in favour of the Town 
conveying to them the churches, and as public 
worsuip was alway^ performed there in the Eng- 
lish Language, so it was mostly occupied by the 
memorialists, the gentlemen of the parish, and 
inhabitants of the town, who had their different 
seats and lofts occupied and possessed by them, 
while the Tennants and Landward part of the 
Parish occupied the other church, where the Irish 
service was performed. 

"In the above situation the memorialists pro- 
posed to set about building a commodious kirk 
sufficient to accommodate a greater number of 
hearers than the Old Kirk, as the place is turn- 
ing daily more populous ; and for tnat end they 
applied to Mr Georpe Eraser, Depute Auditor of 
Excise at Edinburgh, for a plan and estimate of 
a kirk, and he, after a long correspondence, sent 
apian in the model of the Chapel of Eaae in the 
West Kirk Parish of Edinburgh, but that the 
one to be built here will be larger; and he like- 
wise sent estimates, which in whole will amount 
to about £1000 sterling. The memorialists there- 
fore propose that tho»- set about borrowing the 
said sum, and enter into contracts with the dif- 
ferent tradesmen and undertakers, so as the work 
may be begun early next year. 

"That when the Kirk is completed, proper skil- 
ful men shall be appointed to estimate upon oath 
the different seats in the gallerys and ground flat 
in proportion to the outlay of* the whole. Ttat 
the oommunity shall be bound to uphold and keep 
tlie fabrick of the church in repair in perpetuity. 

*'That next to the seat for accommodating the 
Ma^stratM and Councillors, the Heritors M the 
Pansh shall have the first offer of seats for their 
accommodation, according to their auaJity and 
rank, and as they pay of stipends, and they shall 
have such seats eitner for paying a yearly rent to 
the Ma^strates and their successors, or to be sold 
to them at the rate of seven and a-half per cent, 
of the outlay for the whole ; and as the memori- 
alists from the foresaid considerations propose 
that no time should be lost in executing tne said 
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plui ; io thef expect that aach of the Eeritori 
M approve hereof Bh&ll sign theae preteata ad- 
jecting content to their nunea, fuid tlie date. 

"Gordon, Ca«le, Novr. 13lh, 1769. 

"I conaent m far W I ihall Sad necesaarf for 

the accominodatioD of my tenants. 

{Signed) Qordon ; Dun, Fruer, tor -Tohn 

FiH'bea of CuUoden, conienti ; James 

Fraaer, for Culloden. and also for Qeo. 

Rou, Kinmyliea j WiL Matlntoah of 

Holm consentg ; Dun. Otsnt, for Mr Sandi- 

btnil of DrakieB, conienta; Alexr. BaiUie 



I. pro 

fouriha of Merkie and Newlands ; Wilm. 
F^aser, proprietor of Bught, and tiro en- 
cloeurea in Town, consents ; W. Hclntoah, 
for Little Bea]afi:rie, consents ; Alex. 
Baillie of Duncan consents ; Thomas Alves 
of Shipland consents ; Hugli Chisholm con- 
aenta; George Bailli«, aa proprietor of 
Dein£ler, Gallowmuir, and other Town 
lands, consents ; Charlen HnckJean of 
DocfaGa'acb consents ; Alex. Munro con- 
ienta; Wm. Murrsy, Hospl. and Kirk 
Treasurer, Bth December 1769, consents ; 
Simon Fraser, for Donald Cuthbcrt, oon- 
aenta ,' David Grant consenla ; .i^neaa Mc- 
intosh , for the lands of Essech, consents." 



Invemeti Kirk Session Records, 277 



APPENDIX n. 

Extract from a report, dated August 
27th, 1890, made by the late 
Mr Allan Macdonald, Kirk 
Treasurer, on the origin and 
present condition of the funds 
belonging to or connected 
with the Kirk-Session of In- 
verness in so far as it applies 
to 

THE LIBRARY FUND. 

''This Fund was founded by Dr James Fraser, 
of Chelsea, about the beginning of last oeor 
tury. The deed of donation is recorded in 
the Session minutes, but the volume contain- 
ing it is, unfortimately, at present missing, 
and in its absence it has not been found pos^ 
sible to ascertain its contents with absolute 
accuracy. However, from references to it in 
other documents belonging to the Session, 
as well as from a search made in the burgh 
records and in those of King's College, Aber- 
deen, to which Dr Fraser also made large 
donations, the following statement is believed 
to be substantially correct : — At the begin- 
ning of last century there was, and for some 
time had been, a Public Library in Inverness, 
under apparently the joint charge of the 
Magistrates and Presbytery, the custody of 
the books being left with the Presbytery. 
Shaw mentions a Dr Bray as being one of the 
principal donors of this library. The Presby- 
tery seem to have somewhat neglected their 
charge, as the remonstrances on the part of 
the Magistrates on the subject are found in 
the Town Council records. Somewhere about 
1715 or 1720 Dr James Fraser, then Secretary 
of Chelsea Hospital, visited Inverness. Being 
a diligent book collector and in much repute 
for his knowledge of books, his interest seems 
to have been excited in the Inverness Library, 
and he exacted from the Magistrates a 
promise to build, in the Hospital of said 
town, a fit and decent library room to lodge 
their books in. To encourage such erection, 
he made a present of books, of the value of 
about 200 (pineas, and mortified 1000 merks, 
the annual mterest of whioh was to be divided, 
and one-half laid out, in buying useful books 
for the increase of the library, and the other 
half for the Schoolmaster, to encourage him 
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diligently to perform the duty of a School- 
master, and to take care of the library. So 
Bays Dr Fraser in his will, dated September 
IQth, 1730, speaking apparently from his memory 
of what had happened some 12 or 15 years 
previously. In a report made, however, by a 
Committee of the Kirk-Session on the 
Hospital Treasurer's Accounts, dated 21st 
September 1779, it is stated that in his deed 
of donation Br Fraser provided that if the 
ministers of Inverness consider the master of 
the Grammar School a fit person to take 
charge of the library, and none of the mini- 
sters incline to take that trouble, the interest 
of 1000 merks to be ^ven to him yearly in 
name of salary; but if one of the ministers 
shall take the trouble, the interest of 1000 
merks shall go to the purchasing of new books 
for the increase of the library. Since that 
date, 1779, one of the ministers seems to have 
acted as librarian, and no charge has appar- 
ently been made for librarian's salary. It 
does not appear, or at all events the reporter 
has not yet been able to ascertain, how the 
entire control of the library and the fund 
passed into the hands of the Kirk-Session and 
the Hospital TVeasurer, but in 1751 it appears 
from the Hospital Accounts that this had 
alreadv been tne case for a number of years. 
About* 1718 Dr Fraser's brother, William, left 
a legacy of £50 to the town of Inverness, for, 
to quote accain Dr Fraser's will, the further 
increase of the library, and maintenance of 
the Charity School, or poor of the said town. 
These funds were mixed up with the general 
funds of the Hospital, and treated as part of 
them till 1751, when the Session, who appear 
at that time, and indeed for many years after- 
wards, to have been very remiss in their 
supervision of the Treasurer and his accounts, 
appointed a committee to enquire into these 
accounts, with the result that it was found 
that the Hospital Fund was due to the 
Librarv Fund £128 Os 8d of interest. It was 
ordered that of this sum £68 Os 8d should be 
expended in the purchase of books, and that 
the balance of £60 should be added to stock. 
At this date the stock stood as follows, 
namely : — 

1000 merks mortified by Dr 

Fraser .... £55 11 li 

Legacy by William Fraser . 50 

Proportion of interest as above 60 



£165 11 1) 
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"The Committee made a number of excellent 
suggestions as to the necessity for greater 
care in the administration of the funas, and 
the more regular examination of the accounts, 
all of which the Session, of which the Com- 
mittee themselves were members, cordially 
approved, and then took no further note of 
them. Tlie same thing was repeated in 1769, 
1779, and 1789, the Committee becoming 
stronger in their censures, and the Session 
more cordial in their acceptance of them, 
until in the last-mentioned year it had been 
discovered there had been lost of the capital 
of the Hospital fund the sum of £1293 19s 7id. 
This fact seems at last to have roused the 
Session, who then appointed BaiUie Young as 
their Treasurer, uncfer whose careful manage- 
ment, which continued up till his death in 
1805 (February), the Hospital Fund was more 
than restored to its original position; and 
the library's other minor funds included in it 
were paia up, with interest in full. From 
the year 1752 to 1789 there seems to have 
been expended on the purchase of books, 
£324 18s 9d. From that date downwards the 
management of this fund calls for no special 
remark. Sums were periodically spent on the 
purchase of books, and the unexpended 
balance was added to stocky until in the 
year 1850, when Dr Macdonald took charge of 
the fund, the capital amounted to £340. 
Since then, and apparently since 1817, the 
Library Fund has been managed, and its 
capital invested, separate and distinct from 
the Hospital Fund. The current account will 
show what books have been purchased and 
sums expended since 1850 to this date. The 
following is the state of the Library Fund as 
at 31st December 1889 : — 

^'Capital, £430. This is invested as part of 
the bond for £3000 by the Gas Commissioners 
before referred to. Balance in Bank, £71 6§ 
—total, £501 68. 

"It may be interesting to add that Dr James 
Fraser^ above referred to, and whose portrait 
hangs m the Session House, was the third son 
of Alexander Fraser, minister of Petty. He 
was bom 28th September 1645, and entered 
King's College, Aberdeen, in 1660, where he 
took his degree in 1664. He afterwards went 
to England, and became tutor in various 
noble families, and then had the opportunity 
of visitinff most countries of Europe. The 
young DiUEe of St Albans, son of Charles 11., 
was for some time under his tuition, and 
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through Royal patronase Fraser was ap- 
pointed Secretary to Chelsea Hospital, a post 
which he held for 40 years, down to the death 
of Queen Anne. He was made, by James 11., 
custodian of the Royal Library and licenser 
of printing. George I. had a warm regard 
for him, and relieved him of the duties of his 
office, while continuing his emoluments. He 
was munificent in his contributions to Aber- 
deen Eang's College, restoring the old build- 
ings and erecting new ones, and contributinff 
very largely to its library. He also founded 
the Fraser Bursaries at that College for lads 
of the name of Fraser of the town or county 
of Inverness. The Magistrates and ministers 
of Inverness, and three delegates from tho 
(Presbytery) parish of Inverness, are the 
patrons. Dr Fraser died on 26th May 1731. 
His virtues are recorded in superlatives on a 
marble tablet in the College Qiapel, and hia 
features are preserved on our walls." 

MiNUTM OF Ordinary Mebtino op 
Town Council op Inyxrnsbs, 
1st October 1894. 

"DR FRASER'S GIFT TO INVERNESS 

LIBRARY. 

"On the motion of Bailie Eraser, the Law 
Agent was instructed to submit the question 
of Dr Eraser's bequest of money and books 
to the Inverness Library for the opinion of 
counsel, and to lay the opinion, when 
obtained, before the Council." 



Minutes op Ordinary Mebtino op 
Town Council op Inverness, 
4th February 1895. 

"DR FRASER'S LIBRARY BEQUEST. 

"Thera was submitted to the meeting a 
Memorial for Opinion of Counsel, dated Ist 
December 1894, prepared by the Law Agent, 
in conneotion with Dr Fraser's bequest. 
There was also submitted to the meeting an 
opinion, dated 12th December 1894, by Mr 
John F. Maclennan, advocate, on the sub- 
ject." 

''The Memorial and Opinion are printed as 
appendices to these minutes. Consideration 
of the matter was delayed in the meantime." 
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(Appendioes.) 

"Memorial by the Proyost, Magistrates, 
and Town Council of the Royal Burgh of 
Inverness, for the Opinion and Advice of 
Counsel, with Opinion annexed." 

"1st December 1894. 

"By deed of Mortification, dated dOth 
April 1724, a copy of which, as taken from the 
Town Council Minute Book, under date 30th 
May 1726, is sent here\i4th — 'Mr James 
Fraser, Secretary and Register of the Royal 
Hospital at Chelsea,* expresses himself to 
have 'given, granted, do tea, and mortified, in 
the most firm, absolute, and elemosynary 
manner, the sume of one thousand merks, 
monie of Scotland, which sume I have already 
remitted and pay'd to the Reverend the Mini- 
sters, Mas;istnits, and remanent Elders of 
the Church Session of Inverness, and that in 
the months of November and December, 1712 
years, as is clear from the Hospitall Books of 
the said Bureh.' Counsel's attention is speci- 
ally directed to the terms of the nomination 
of the Trustees, viz., 'The Ministers, Magis- 
trates, and remanent Elders of the Churoh 
Session of Inverness." 

"The donor prescribed the mode of invest- 
inc; the fund by the said Trustees to be as 
follows, viz. : — 'To lend out and imploy the 
said mortified sume, on sufficient security, 
heritable or moveable, for yearly interest, as 
really and effectually as they are bound to 
secure the other funds of monie which belong 
to the Hospital of Inverness.* " 

"The donor directed that 'how soon and oft 
soever the annual rent of the said above- 
mentioned fund is pay*d, that the same shall 
be laid out for purchasiufy and buying usefull 
books for the benefits and increase of the 
Library of the said Burcrh.* This was to be 
done at his own sij?ht and as he should direct 
during his lifetime, and he reserved power to 
himself to pay one-half of the interest to the 
Master of the Grammar School of Inverness 
in case he should be keeper of the Library 
'according to the rules prescribed, published, 
and enacted bv the General Assembly of the 
Church of Scotland, the 29th of March, 1704 
ye«rs.' " 

"After his death the Trustees were directed 
to lay out the inoome in two equal portions — 
'The one-half for Books for the good of the 
Bureh and encrease of the Publick Library, 
as the Ministers of Inverness, or any two of 

3(» 
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them, shall direct; and the other half to the 
keeper of the Library, if he be not one of the 
Ministers of the Burgh, in which case the 
whole interest arising from the foresaid sume 
is to be bestowed on buying of Books.' " 

"The Deed of Mortification further shows 
that Mr James Fraser, acting under the Will 
of his brother, William Fraser, some time 
Governor of Fort St George, in the East 
Indies, bad on 2nd July 1718 paid over to the 
same Trustees a sum of nine hundred merks 
Scots money, to be employed in exactly the 
same manner as his own bequest of one 
thousand merks." 

"Tlio donor likewise directed that the Deed 
of Mortification should be read in the Church 
Session of Inverness as often 'as the other 
Mortifications to the said Hospital are read 
therein,' and that it should be registered in 
the Town Court Books of Inverness; that 
three extracts thereof should be made, where- 
of one shouM be sent to himself, another kept 
by the Magistrat-es among the other Writs of 
the Burgh, and the third kept *by the 
Trustees present and to oome, among the 
other Writts of the said Church Session.' *' 

"From an ex imi nation of the Minute Books 
of the Kirk-Session, it appears that for a 
number of years after the said sums of one 
thousand merks and nine hundred merks had 
been handed over by him to the Hospital 
Treasurer, Mr Fraser was in use to lay out 
the annual interest thereof in the purchase 
of books for the Library, and remittances for 
the sums so expended were sent to him by the 
Hospital Treasurer from time to time. Mr 
Fraser also seems to have made numerous gifts 
of books to the Library during his lifetime, 
over and above those purchased out of the 
interest on the mortified sums." 

"The value of Mr Fraser's gifts is put by 
himself in a subsequent Deed of Mortification, 
dated 10th September 1730, at 'above two 
hundred q:uineas.* " 

"The Library had been founded prior to the 
receipt of Mr Fraser's bequest by the Rev. 
Robert Baillie, one of the ministers of Inver- 
ness, and gifts of books were made to it by 
many other benefactors. It has all along been 
managed under the sole direction of the 
Kirk-Session, in whose custody are the books 
and the funds." 

"A copy of a report prepared in 1889 by 
Mr Allan Macdonald, solicitor, Inverness, the 
present Kirk and Hospital Treasurer, on the 
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Kirk-Session and Hospital Funds of Inver- 
ness, in so far as it relates to the Library 
Fund, is sent herewith." 

"A report by the Law Agent of the town of 
Inverness, prepared at the instance of the 
Memoria ists in March 1893, is also sent.'* 

''Recently questions have been raised in the 
Inverness Town Council as to the manage- 
ment and condition of the Library and its 
funds, with the view specially of ascertaining 
what (if any) are the powers and obligations 
of the Magistrates under Mr Fraser's Deed of 
^fortification, with respect to the administra- 
tion of his bequest." 

•'That jMr Fraser himself conceived that the 
Magistrates were to take a certain amount of 
charge and responsibility in the matter is 
proved by the terms of his said Deed of Morti- 
fication of 10th September 1730, establishing 
certain bursaries in King's College, Aberdeen, 
of which the Magistrates and ministers of 
Inverness, and three delegates from the 
Presbytery of Inverness, are the patrons. 
That Deed of Mortification is engrossed in the 
Town Council Minute Book^ under date Ist 
September 1740, and the subjoined is an 
extract from it bearing on the subject of the 
Library and its management : — 

''And the said Magistrates are hereby re- 
quired to make good their promise to me. 
made when I was last in Inverness, to bulla 
in the Hospital of the said town a fitt and 
decent Library Room to lodge their books in. 
towards the encourageing and erecting or 
which I made them a free gift of the value of 
above Two Hundred guineas, as appears by 
the estimate the late Reverend Mr Robert 
Buillie made of them, and that they will con- 
tinue the performance of what was agreed 
upon when I gave them the Mortification of 
a thousand merks, lay'd out on a good secur- 
ity, the @ rent q'rof to be divided, one half to 
be laid out to buy useful books for the 
increase of the said Library, and the other 
half for the Schoolmaster, to encourage him 
diligently to do his duty of a Schoolmaster, 
and to take care of the Library.' " 

"A collation of this extract with the Library 
Deed of Mortification of 30th April 1724, re- 
veals some discrepancies between the terms of 
these two deeds. In the first place Dr Fraser 
states, in the second Deed, that he gave them 
(i.e., the Magistrates) the Mortification of a 
thousand merks, while the Deed of 30th April 
1724 itself distinctly bears that the money 
was remitted and paid to 'the Reverend the 
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Ministers, Magistrats, and remanent Elders 
of the Church Session of Inverness, and that 
in the months of November and December, 
1712 years, as is clear from the Hospital! 
Books of the said Burgh.' As a matter of 
fact, the money was paid to the Hospital 
funds by Dr Frascr himself." 

"Then, in the second Deed, Dr Fraser 
states that one-half of the annual interest of 
of the thousand merks was to be laid out to 
buy useful books for the increase of the 
Library, and the other half for the School- 
master, to encourage him diligently to per- 
form the duty of a Schoolmaster, and to take 
care of the Library. But, in the first Deed, 
the provision is that one-half of the interest 
should be expended in buying books, and the 
other haJf should be paid to the keeper of the 
Library, if he be not one of the ministers of 
the Burgh, in which case the whole interest 
should be bestewed in buying books." 

"From Mr Macdonald's report it will be 
seen that, since 1779, one of the ministers 
seems to have acted as Librarian, and that 
no charge has since that time, apparently, 
been made against the fund for Librarian's 
salary." 

"Apart from the Extract already given from 
the second Deed of Mortification, by Dr 
Fraser, of 1730, the only reference to the 
administration of the Library which appears 
in the Town CJouncil Records is the following 
Minute, of date the lOih January 1732 : — 

'Tliat day, it being represented that the 
Library of the Burgh, which has been under 
the manadgement of the Presbytery, has 
suffered exceedingly by the neglect at least of 
the Presbjrtery, and that notwithstanding of 
a remonstrance made to them some years 
azoc, in name of the Magistrats and Town 
Councill, and the Presbytery's promise there- 
upon to inquire into the Imbazlements that 
wero made, and to rectifie the abuses, they, 
the said Magistrats and Town Councill, 
appoint Baillie Alves and the Gerk to 
attend the Presbytery at their first meeting, 
and require them, against the Ist of June 
next, to take a State of the said Library, and 
inquire into the Imbazlements,, and rectifie 
the abuses in the manadgement thereof; 
with certification that if they neglect. They, 
the Magistrats and Town Councill, will enter 
a complaint against them in manner pre- 
scribed by law." 

"Notwithstanding the apparent peremptori- 
nees of this complaint (which, it wul be 
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noted, was made by the Magistrates and 
Town Council, in Council meeting assembled, 
against the Presbytery, not the Kirk-Sossion, 
of, Inverness), nothing more seems to Iiave 
been done by the Council on the subject." 

/'The terms of that Minute, passed as it was 
within a very few years of tne date of the 
Deed of Mortification, and within a few 
months of the date of Dr Eraser's death in 
1731, seem to point to the conclusion that 
the Magistrates of the time considered that 
the entire management of the Library rested 
with the Presbytery or Kirk-Session, and that 
they themselves, while believing it to be their 
duty to complain of faults and abuses, had no 
share in the administration/' 

Summarising the facts which have been 
gathered on the subject, it appears — 

"1. That the bequest by Dr Fraser of One 
thousand merks, and the sum of Nine 
hundred merks allocated by him out of the 
Estate of his brother, William, were both 
paid over by himself during his lifetime to 
the Hospital or Kirk-Session Funds, and not 
to the funds of the Burgh. 

"2. That the Trustees of the Beciuest were 
'the Ministers, Magistrats, and remanent 
Elders of the Church Session of Inverness.* 

"3. That the Funds were directed by Dr 
Fraser to be lent out in the same manner aa 
the other funds belonging to the Hoapital of 
Inverness. 

"4. That, after the donor's death, the one- 
half (and, in a certain case, the whole) of the 
interest of the mortified sums was to be ex- 
pended in the purchase of books, as the Mini- 
sters of Inverness, or any two of them, should 
direct. 

"5. That the Deed of Mortification was 
directed to be read in the Church Session as 
often aa the other Mortifications to the Hospi- 
tal of Inverness were to be read therein. 

"6. That one Extract of the Deed of Morti- 
fication was directed to be kept by the 
Trustees, present and to come, among the 
other writs of the Church Session; and 
another to be kept by the Magistrates, pre- 
sent and to come, among the other writs of 
the said Burgh. 

"7. Tliat the entire control and manage- 
ment of the Library and its funds have 
always remained with the Kirk-Session, who 
are now in possession of the same. 

"8. That, notwithstanding \h» terms of Dr 
Eraser's second Deed of Mortification of 10th 
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Beptember 1730, it oaanot be aecertaiaed that 
the Magistrates of ^e Burgh, as UagiBtntes, 
have ever interfered with Baid control and 
Tnaiiageiiient. 

"9. That the Memorialists have no evidence 
as to the character of the mana^meut of the 
LibtHry, and are not in a position to state 
that Dr Froser's bequcHt ha» been adraini- 
Btered for good in the Burgh, in terniK of the 
Deed of Mortification." 

In these circunut^nc^ Counsel is requested 
to answer the undemoted. 

"QUERIES. 

''I. Whether the Magistrates of the Burgh 
of Inverness, as Magistrates, had nnj powers 
iin<l obligations under the Deed of Mortifica- 
tion of 1724, and, if so, what is the extent 
and scope of theae ponerit and obligations P 

'"2. Whether the fact that the administra- 
tion of the Library and its funds has since its 
fcundatioa been in the hands of the Kirk- 
Session exclnsively would prevent tbo Magi- 
strates of the Burgh from now cliunting and 
exercising a joint right of administration 
with the Ministers and Elders of the Kirk- 
Session as Trustees noitiinated under Dr 
Fraser'a Deed of Mortification P 

"3. In the event of Counsel being of 
opinion that the Magistrates have a joint 
right of administration with the Ministers 
and Elders of the Church Session, he is re- 
quested to advise what steps should be taken 
with the view of having Dr Frasei's Bequest 
applied for the benefit and use of the public 
of Inverness in accordance with the terms 
of the donor's will. 

"4. Generally, Counsel is desired to give 
the ^lemorialists such advise on the subject 
as maj appear to him proper and expedient." 

"OPINION. 
"1. In my opinion the Magistrates were, 
by the Deed of Mortification in question, 
nominated as Trustees for the purpose of 
hi.lding, along witb the Ministers and Elden 
of the Church Sossion of the Burgh of Inver- 
nfiss, the bequest of 1000 merks made by Mr 
Jamee Fraser, and the further bequest of 900 
merks derived from his brother, and of 
seeing to the proper inveetment of said ftinda 
from time to time. They further, in my 
opinion, become bound (along with their co- 
trustees) to see that the annual inoome 
derived from the trust iuTestments was jeuc 
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by year duly expended in the purchase of 
books for the Library of the Burgh. They 
have, however, no duty to discharge in con- 
nection with the actual purchase of books, 
that duty bein^ specially committed by the 
donor to the ministers of the parish of Inver- 
ness. In my opinion, no real difficulty is 
created by the description given of the 
trustees in the Deed of Mortification as the 
^Ministers, Magistrats, and remanent Elders 
of the Church Session of Inverness.* In 
another part of the Deed the Magistrates are 
mentioned before the ministers and elders, 
and it is plain, from the terms of the Deed 
generally, that the truster was under no 
error or confusion of ideas as to the fact that 
the Magistrates constituted an entirely dif- 
ferent public body from the Kirk-Session. 
Such difficulty as there is arises from the use 
of the adjective 'remanent,* and when it 18 
found (as, for instance, in the case of Leslie 
V. Black, 9th June 1814, F.C.) that the ex- 
pression, 'the Ministers and remanent mem- 
bers of the Kirk-Session,* was a common mode 
of describing the whole members of a Kirk- 
Session, it appears to me that the word 
'remanent* was used by the truster to connect 
the word 'ministers* and the word 'elders.* 
On this view the expression 'Magistrates* has 
got somewhat misplaced ; but I cannot believe 
that Mr Fraser intended to limit the inter- 
vention of the Magistrates to the event of 
their bein^. also members of Elirk-Session. I 
am fortified in this construction by the 
decision in the case of Murdoch v. the Mini- 
sters and Magistrates of Glasgow, 1827, C.S., 
186, where a direction made by a Glasgow mad 
that a charitiible trust should be 'under the 
management of the Magistrates and ministers 
of the Established Church,* was held to desig- 
nate as trustees the Magistrates of the City of 
Glasgow and the ministers of the Established 
Church there. 

"2. I am of opinion in the negative. In 
the case of the Magistrates of Edinburgh v. 
Maclaren. 1881, 8R., H.L., 140, where by a 
Deed of Mortification the Magistrates and 
Town Council of Edinburgh and the ministers 
of the burgh were jointly nominated as 
trustees, it was held that the fact of the 
ministers having taken no part in the manage- 
ment of the trust for upwards of a century 
was no bar to their successors exercising their 
rights. In that case Lord Gordon, adopting 
the words of the Lord President of the Court 
d Session, laid it down that. ^The circum- 
stance that the ministers of Edinburgh have 
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never daimed to be conjoined in the admini- 
stration is of uo consequence. No persons 
of an official character can give away the 
rights of their successors in office under a 
trust of this kind, and therefore the trust 
must be constituted and administered now as 
provided by the truster in his Deed of Morti- 
fication.' 

"3. In view of the decision in Maclaren's 
case above referred to, I think it probable 
that the right of the Magistrates to share in 
tJve administration of the trust will not be 
seriously contested, but should it be so, an 
action of declarator wouM be the appropriate 
means for the Magistrates to adopt in enforc- 
ing recognition of their right. 

"4. On consideration of the wide terms of 
Section 30, Sub-Section 3, of the Local Gov- 
ernment (Scotland) Act 1894, I am led to 
doubt whether the trust in question may not 
fall within the scope of that provision. The 
trust is one under which a Ejrk Session, con- 
joined with other individuals (the whole 
trustees numbering not less than six persons, 
I presume), hold property wholly or mainly 
for the benefit of the inhabitants of the 
parish of Inverness, or some of them, as such 
inhabitants, or otherwise for a public purpose 
connected with the parish not falling within 
the exceptions mentioned in that section. 
Consequently, a new committee of manage- 
ment of the Trust property will presently fall 
to be constituted under said third Sub- 
Section, unless the Trust is saved from the 
operation of that provision by the fact that 
the Library benefited is described as 'the 
Library of the Burgh of Inverness.' It may 
be that the Local Government Board may 
determine that the Trust in question does not 
fall within the purview of the Act ; but on the 
assumption that it does so, the time appears 
opportune for the Magistrates obtaining re- 
cognition of their right, along with the mini- 
sters and Kirk-Session, to join in the appoint- 
ment of representativee on the Committee of 
Management instituted by the Act. It 
appears to me that such a Committee, if 
formed, would in future have the financial 
control of the Trust funds, and probably that 
they would also supplant the ministers in the 
duty of expending the Trust income in the 
purchase of books. 

"The opinion of 

(Signed) "John F. Maclxnnan. 

"20 Heriot Raw, 
"Edinburgh 12th Dec. 1894." 
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MiNcne OF Obdihibt MxmNa or 
Town Council of Invbbness, 
Ist April 18S5. 
■DR FRASER'S BEQUEST. 
"Councillor Ross moved thftt it be remitted 
to the Latr Cotnmitteo to take such steps as 
are nec»^sary to carry out the torme of tha 
Opinion of Counsel recently obtained in refer- 
incr' to Dr Frasor's Bequest, which was agreed 
to." 

MiNma OF Law CowMimi o? the 
Town Council of Invbbnxss, 
18th April 1895. 

"DR ERASER'S UBBARY BEQUEST. 

"The C-onimittee. having taken up con- 
Bi'lcration of the remit made to them hj the 
Town Council on 4th March 1305, in regard 
to Dr Eraser's Bequest to the Inverness 
I.ihrar.v. recommend that the Town-Clerk be 
instructed to commnnicate with the Inver- 
ness Parish Council on the subject, wh^n that 
liody s)i»ll have entered on its duties." 

At theordinaiT meeting of the Town GonnoJl 
nf Inverness, held on 6(h May 1895, the fore- 
going minute of their Law Committee was 
lead and adopted. 
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APPENDIX m. 

Notes on the Lefting of the Hosfital, 
pp. 216, 218, 227. 

Very early in the history of the Mortifica- 
tion the conditions pi'oviding for the housing 
of the poor in the upper rooms in the Hospital 
seem to have been disregarded : — 

'June 20, 1721.— The upper loaft let to the 
Magistrates to be a Hospital for the Rege- 
ment of Fusaleers, Bent £3 ste." 

"Nov. 10 1778.— Let to the Magistrates for 
Writing Scliool and English School." 

"Aueust 21, 1792.-5>ropo8al to let the 
whole nouse to the Magistrates and Council 
as a Poorhouse for the town." 

"May 22, 1810.— Tlie whole, except the 
Weighouse, let to the Hon. A. Eraser of 
Lovat for seven years, Rent £15 stg. yearly." 

"1845. — Occupied as a Poorhouse till 1862, 
when the new house for tho poor at Muir- 
field was opened.'' 

Notes on the Educational Bequests, &c. 

"Duncan's Mortification. — Since 1887 the 
half of the fund applicable to education is 
annually paid over to the Directoi*s of the 
Inverness Koyal Academy under their scheme 
No. 101, Educational Endowments (Scotland) 
Act 1882.' 

''The Laird of Mcintosh Bequest. — Also in- 
cluded in the Inverness ICoyal Academy 
Scheme, and interest paid over till 1st Apnl 
1891, when the principal sum, 3000 merks, 
waspaid." 

"Hector Praser Bequest. — ^Also included in 
the funds to be administered, by the Inver- 
ness Royal Academy Directors." 

Mortifications not Previously Noted, Ac. 

Year 

1803. Bailie Thomas Young- - -£1600 
1811. Mi's Catherine Eraser or Mcintosh 80 
1835. Collector Donald Smith - - 160 
1863. Vane Robertson- - - . 686 
1863. John Ross, Rose Street - - 24 
1876. Wm. Wilson of Invorary - - 200 
1887. t Janet Mann or dark, when re- 
alised, probably ... 200 

•Not included in Summary below. 

fNot yet paid to Session, June 1902, 
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HOSPITAL MORTIFICATIONS, Ac., 

SUMMARY. 



1902. 



No. of Pensioners. 

Young's Fund, No I 

Hcspital 

Dun 



Bate Amount 
per per 

Annum. Annum. 



pita 
ibar'i 



No. II 

No III.... 

No. IV.... 

Clan Chattan Fund, No. V. 



If 



Hospital General Fund, No. 



Ti 



Albert Munro's Fund, No. 
VH 



19 

21 

12 

8 

1 

3 

48 

4 

116 



No. of Persons receiring 
Gratuities. 

From HoRpital General Fund 69 

175 



£2 
2 



£1 



£38 

42 

12 

8 

2 

S 

48 

4 

£157 

£59 
£216 



Amount 

per 
Half-Yr. 

£19 
21 
6 

4 
1 



1 10 
24 

2 

£78 10 

£29 10 
£108 
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Aberarder, 50 

Aberdeen ) Coffin for poor woman 

from, 39 
Infirmai-y, 150, 159 
Winding sheet for poor 
woman from, 39 
Abriaohan, 50 

Accounts, Departed from, 41 
Fitting, 41, 229 
Hospital, 209, 213 
Acts against stranger servants, 36, 
145 
in favour of Bakers, 84 

Church repaii*s, 6 
Cuthbert, 4, 80 
Dunbar, 6, 79 
Duncan, 82 
Forbes, 79 
Fraser, 80 
Masons, 85 
Rose, 78 
Seamen, 84 
Skinners, 6 
Tailoi-s, 3 
Weavers, 83 
Adultery, 57, 61 
A^eement, Mr Hec. Mackenzie 

and Mr R. Baillie, 13 
Allan, Rev. Walter, 210, 213 
Altnaskiach, 144, 152 
Ante Nupt. Fom., 182, 185 
Ardersier, 140 

Arrears, Grammar schoolmaster's, 
61 
Irish reader's, 42 
Arrestment, Dunbar, 220 
Assembly, General, 126, 127, 128, 

129, 220 
Assembly, Bailie Hossack not to 
be sent to, 138 
Oommissioner from, 16 
Commissioners to, 133 



Assembly, Elder appointed to, 138 
to, 126, 127, 128, 129, 
220, 138 

Avoch, 160 

Badges for the poor, 37, 149 
Bailie J. Mackintosh Bequest, 215 
Baillie, Chas., Supplication, 237 
of Dunain, 113 
Rev. R., 13, 131 

and Session, 132 
Agreet. between ft H. 

Mackenzie, 13 
Call to, 20, 21, 131, 133 
Death of, 131, 133 
to be supplied with 
Gaelic colleague, 21 
Rev. Wm., 131 
Wm., of Lamington, 20 
Ballaferie, 152 

Little, 276 
BalUnlooh, 152 
Banishmfflit, C. Bean, 181 
H. Leith, 36 
Baptism, Private, 46 

Not to be given, 46 
Impersonation at, 46 
Barronry, 151 
Bed, 64 

in naked, 63 
Beggars, Badges, 37, 148, 149 
Increase of, 147, 148 
Native, 148, 149 
Stranger, 37, 147 
Bell, Hand, 46 

Hyseing of kirk, 5 
Ringing of church, 4, 89 
SkeUat, 142 
Bequest, Bailie Jno. Macintosh, 
merchant, 239 
BaiUie^s, 91 
Hector Fraser's, 174 
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Bible, Gaelic translation, 150, 160 
Birth of old Pretender, 53 
Bishop of Moray preached, 9, 10 

Macfarlane, 142 
Blackmail, 178 
Boblainy, 118 
Bogbain, 152 
Books from London, 196 
to be bought, 203 
Branks, 177 
Breach of promise, 57 
Bread for the King's aimy, 162 
Bridge, Cutting trees about, 162 

of Bei-vie, 40 

with the vault below, 1, 45 
Broadstone, 272 
Buohan's army, 8 
Bught, 44, 50, 152, 276 
Bursaries, Fraser, Dr, 175 

Hector Fraser, 174 

Cadiboll, 13 
Calder, 120, 185 
Call to Brea, 18 

Minister, 11, 20 
Rev. Mr Baillie, 20 
Candles, 6 

Captives, Money collected for, 157 
Carpenter, 6 

Carrying water on Sundays, 35 
Cash advanced to bury J. R., 161 
CasUehill, 123, 127, 131, 132, 152, 

272 
Castlehill's debt, 223 
Catechising, Sunday evening, 163 
Catechist's fees, 43 

Salaiy, 42 
Cautioner, 59 

Imprisoned, Bain, 59 

not to be accepted, 59 
Change keepers, 71 
Chanonry, 51 

Market, 47, 34 
Chapel of Ease, 91 
Chapel-yard, 112 

Levelled, 92, 106 



Chaplain, Livingstone's Dragoons, 11 

Mackintosh's, 48 
Charity, 40 

Mcintosh recom. for, 156 
not to be given to com- 
mon beggars, 148 
Only those attending Div. 

Serv. to get, 40 
on acct. of triplets, 39 
two objects of, 39 
Charter constituting 3rd charge, 25 
Chest, very old and curious, 215 
Child fostering, 68 
found, 151 

found buried at Muirtown, 45 
Nursing unknown, 49 
who is fatlier to J. R.'s, 60 
Church censure, 37 
Cold, 103 

Col., house to house, 102 
High, 1, 273 
Repair, 5, 93 
Seats, removal of, 2 

Repara. of, 99, 101 
Ruinous porch, 93 
Seats to be taxed, 

4, 101, 102 
Used as prison time 
of rebellion, 99 
Highland, Accom. for com- 
monly in, 106 
Accom. for minister's 

servants, 116 
Allocation of seats, 118 
Arbiters & oversman, 

114 
Area, seat rents in, 

105, 106 
Chair in, 107 
Culloden's share, 117 
Diriebught, 103, 106 
Dung at, 107 
Hospital pews, 119 
Incorporated trades, 

111 
Incorporated trades' 
seats, 118, 114 
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Church, md., Magistrates' ^eats, 119 
Piripit, 6 

Repairs to, 106, 119 
Report on, 107, 109 
Resolve to build a 

new, 110 
Roof of, 105, 106 
Row in, 88 

Seized by Presbyteri- 
ans, 12 
Officers not frequenting 

ordinances, 49 
Officers to attend new 

kirk, 49 
Yard dykes, 98, 103 
Churches, Act for repairing, 5, 6, 

103 
Maintenance of fabric, 
Mason work, 6, 100, 105 
New window in roof, 101 
Reparation, 94, 99, 100, 

102, 103 
Seats to be taxed, 101 
Slate work, 103, 105 
Smith work, 100, 105 
Steeple, 7 
Treasurer, 6, 227 
Windows, 6, 93, 94, 99, 

103 
Wright work, 105 
Circuit Court, 50 
attyMy 50, 61 
Claoiinaharry, 152 
Clark enacts himself, 45 
Clothes for foundling, 153 

Orphans, 155 
Coats for kirk officers, 48, 49 
Cockstool, 61, 179 
Coffin for poor woman, 39 
CoUectiion for — 

Avoch men drowned, 150, 160 
Church reparation, 102 
Cullen Harbour, 40 
Eyemouth Harbour, 40 
Fire at Leith, 40 
Foundling, 153 



Collection for — 

Gaelic Bible, 150, 160 

Insane, 151 

Irish and French Protestants, 
36,40 

Poor indigent, 40, 156 

Slaves in Turkey, 40 

St Andrew's Harbour, 150 
College, boy to go to, 52 
Collegiate Kirks, 142 
Comsn. from General Assembly, 16 
Commission to W. Stewart, 126 
Commissioner's aooount, 94, 95, 

127, 130 
Committee of General Assembly, 15 
Commonwealth, 177 
Communion, 92 

Cups and cloths, 91 
Company for enoouiaging manu- 
facturer, 162 
Congregation, purgation face of, 61 
Contracts, marriage forbidden, 45 
Contumacious, 185 

John Grant, 66 
L. Mackintosh, 177 
J. Robertson, 177 
Corpse, 46, 47 
Coum, 77 
Count book, 207 
"Courier" Office, 140 
Court House and goal, borrow 

money for, 161 
Cradlehall, 152 
Cromarty, Grammar schoolmaster 

from, 51 
Cromwell, 2 

CiomweH's Ironsid>es, 177 
Cross intimation at, 161 
Sermon at, 8 
Whipped at, 63 
Crotterton, 272 
Croy, 88 
Culcabuke, 178 
CuldWlhel, 50, 152, 153 

Keeps a woman, 65 
Culloden, 50, 152 
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Culloden, people gathering mus- 
sels, 36 
Cups, Ck)mmunion, 5, 90 

Gifted by J. Baillie, 91 
Loan of Caldor, 90 
Not to be lent, 91 
Recovered, 90 
Repaired, four tin, 90 
Cursing, 70, 145 

and swearing, 145 
Cuthbert, debt, 223 

Gone for a soldier, 69 
Hospital pensioner, 237 

Danzick, 48, 53 
Deacons of trades, 116 
Declaration by elders, 141 
Delinquents, 54, 71, 177 

Alleged rape, 178 

Ant. nup., 64 

Ante nupt. forn., 185 

Ante nupt and perjury, im- 
prisoned, 65 

Breacli of contract, 178 

Carrying woman with child 
out of town, 50 

Citeing, 49, 178, 185 

Cockstool for, 179 

Come a long way, 55 

Contumacious, 64, 177 

Craved relief, 180 

Culduthel, keeps a woman, 65 

Debaught and scandalous, 57 

Delayed, 18, 184 

Delayed, 184 

Denies guilt, 180 

Does not attend the ordin- 
ances, 179 

Kngliish speaking, 68 

Fall, 183 

'Tall," gone for a soldier, 68 

Fined or whept & banished, 63 

Fled, 180, 183 



Delinqnenta — 
Fostering, 68 

Found in naked bed, 63, 182 
Give name to be married, 185 
Imprisoned, 66, 67, 67, 177 
Imprisoned and banished by 

hangman, 65 
Lewd and infamous person, 183 
Married scandalous persons, 46 
Must stand in High Church, 68 
Not appearing, 66, 185 
Not to be excused, 59 
Not weighted enough for her 

sins, 55 
Penalty treasurer empowered 

to imprison, 179 
Poor man, 64 
Pretends ill-health, 66 
Refuses obedience, 66, 177, 178 
Return parish to parish, 185 
Ross, fall, 180 
Ross, Isobel, 60 
Scandalous, 63 
Scandalous carriage, 56 
and debaught, 62 
cohabiting, 177 
deportment of, 64 
Scandallous deportment, 48 
Several tymes in bed, 64 
Taken to be a soldier, 69 
To be banished, 181 
To be corporally punished, 179 
To be punished, 63, 179 
Town aerk, 180 
Under Dm.'s plaiid, 61 
Wife beating, 184 
Diple, 16 

Indisposed, 241 

Letter to, 241 

Mortification, 244 

Reminded, 243 

To assign bond, 243 

To be visited, 241 
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Diriebught lands mort., 103, 105 

Papers, 270 
Di8oipline, 54, 71, 177 

Separate register for, 186 
Disturbance by children, 50 
Doctor for Gi*ammar School, 52 
Draikies, 50, 131 

Easter, 152 
Little, 152 
Drinkers, Sabbath, 69, 71 

To excess, 37 
Di'umnaglass, 240 
Duff, Anne, 258 

aunybeg, 240 
Diple, 16, 240 

Drumore, 31, 78, 79, 240, 244 
Muirtown, 240 
Paul, 240 
Provost, 79 
Dunbar, 216 

Dunbar's account, comte. on, 229 
Hospital, 207, 212, 216 
Isabel, supplication, 236 
Mort., patix)ns of, 228 
Roy, affairs of, 220 
Duncan, George, 100, 214 
Mrs, death, 270 
Duncan's mortification, 105, 165, 
260, 270, 271 
152 
Picture, 269 
Dung at Highland Church, 107 
Dutch seamen, 48 
Dykes, Church-yard, 98, 103 

Easter Draikiee, 152 

Easter Geddes, 153 

Education, 169 

Bequests, notes on, 290 

Effigy-making, 44 

Elder, censure of, 142 
Widow of, 142 

Elders, addition of, 17, 32 

Directions to, 135, 140 
Districts and duties, 32, 
136, 140 



Elders, new, 31 

Put off, 31 

to Assembly, 138 

To attend Isobel Ross in 

her pangs, 36 
To go through town, 36 
To seai'ch for beggars, 36 
To visit houses, 36 
Under Episcopacy, 30 

Elgin, 240, 242 

Empsone, collection for, 150 
I English-speaking delinquents, 68 

Essick, 88, 152 

Expenses to Assembly, 126 

Extravagers, 37, 38 

Fairfield mortification, 247 
Fairfield's brother not to be sum- 
moned, 182 

Faiuine, 40, 53 
Fast days, 50 
Fast for famine, 53 

King WiUiam, 53 

Plague and pestilence at 
Danzick, 53 

Removal of Queen Marie, 
53 

Sins, 53 

Threatened invasion, 53 

Father to be found for child, 60 
Fife, Eail of, 240 

Fife, Eai'l of, nominates K. 

Stephen, 244 
Finance, queer, 161 
Fire in Clerk's chamber, 24 

Fishimg, Sunday, 179 
Fishings, herring, 162 

Salmon, two tacks on 
Ness, 161 
Flanders, 48, 51, 53, 67 
Foot gang, 4 

Forbes, Dun., CuUoden, 17, 22, 127 
Forfar, Earl of, 20 
Fom Ant. nup. McRobert, 182, 186 
Foundlings, 151, 152, 153, 164 

38 
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Fraser asks for church, 19, 20 
Caption and homing against, 

248 
Dr, bursai'ies, 176 
Dr, picture, 196 
(Fairfield) Mortification, 247 
Hector,, 174 

of Brea, call to, 18, 19, 20 
Wm., Governor of Fort St 
George, 193 
French Nero, 48 

Privateers, 40 
Protestants, col. for, 40 
Funeral expenses, 156, 161 

Gkelic Bible, collection for, 150 
Gairloch, 185 

GktUowmoor, tacksman of, 161 
General Assembly, Acts of, 15, 20 

CJommittee of, 15 
Genious, young, 163 
Gibson, supplication of, 235 
Gladsmoor, call from to Baillie, 131 
Glazier's act. 5 years in arrears, 94 
Glover's complaiint, 94 

Seat, 94 
Gown to be worn by pensioner, 234 
Grain, distribution of, 150, 158 
Grammar school-mr. 42, 163, 164 
School vacant, applicants to 
debate publickly, 164 
Guisers, 50 

Hangman, 63, 65 

HaiTest, 133, 163 

Herring fishing, 162 

High Church, see Church 

Highland army, 40 

Highland Church, see Church 

Highlands, A. Macdonald goes to 
the, 70 

Highlanders, Cole Macdonald's, 8 

Hospital accounts, 209, 213 
Affairs, 220 

Funds and Rev. B. Rose, 230 
Funds, super-expenditure, 228 



Hospital lands, 229 
Papers, 229, 231 
Pensioners, 234 
Baillie, 237 
Cuthbert, 237, 238 
Dunbar, 234, 236 
Gibson, 234 
Hepburn, 234 
Hossack, 238 
Macallister, 235 
Macbean, 235, 236 
Tulloch, 234 
Rooms, letting of, 217, 230, 290 
Spire, 217 
Stock, 1000 mei'ks to be kept 

in hand, 230 
To be used as poorhouse, 290 
Treasurei'^s accounts, 209, 222, 
226, 229 

Complaints of Hospital 
being let, 218, 226 
Hossack, Bailie John, not to be 
sent to Assembly, 138 
Provost, 140 
Hours of worship changed, 162 
Houses sold, 162 
Howard, John, philanthropist, 161 

Idiots, clothes for, 157 
Immorality Court — 
Laws, 54 
Overture, 71 
Imprisoned, Hendrie, 59 
Indwellers, to produce testi- 
monials, 146 
Infant presented to Session, 51 
Infirmai'y, 151 
Influenza, 52 

Informers to get half fine, 72 
Innee's salary, 222 
Insane, 151 
Inshes, 152 

Aoct. between Session and 
counsel's opinion re, 223 
Buiial place, 209 
Intimation re H. Leith, 35 
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Invasion, £. Maclean excused, 69 
Inverness, 1 

Inverness Grammar School, 51 
Inverness Royal Acadiemy, 51 
Irish Church pulpit repaired, 51 
Reader, 42 

Jougs, 177 

Kemp, Rev. Hugh, 18 
Killiecrankie, 50 
Kilteara, 120, 121 
King's fleet, 50 
Eang^s mill, tack of, 161 
Kingsmills, 50, 161, 152, 178 
Kinmyles, 4, 50, 68, 131, 152, 180 
Kirk officer, 48, 98, 99 

Goat, 49 

Dues of, 47 

for citing delinquents, 49 

Honse, 162 

Not frequesiting ordi- 
nances, 49 

To attend new kirk, 49 
Kirk Treasurer appointed, 6, 226 
Ejiooknageal, 152 

Laich Counsel House, 210 
LandSs session, 272 
Laterone, old kirk, 91 
Lavor and stand, 92 
Leith, Helen, 35 

Clerk to give 14s to, 35 
Leslie's Regiment, 35 

Uncleenness of, 35 
Letter, Synod of Moray to General 

Assembly, 127 
Leven's Regiment, 22 

Dragoons, 57 
Library, accounts of, 202 
Books bought, 201, 296 
Donation of books to, 190, 193 
Fraser's mortification, 196, 

201, 280 
Fund and Town Council, 205 



Library joists, 162 
Legacy, 203 
Oiigin of, 189 
Place for, 190 

Town Council contributed, 191 

Minutes re, 280 

Trans, to Academy, 201, 204 

Removed to library room, 205 

Report by Mr Allan Mac- 

donald, 277 

Lime and slate given to barrack 

master, 97 
List of ministers, 8, 134 
Little Di-akies, 152 
Livingstone's Dragoons, 11 
Lochaber, 39 
Lochend, 152 

Preached at, 60 
Londuach, 152 

Lord Mackintosh's chaplain, 48 
Lovat, 141 
Lovat's piper, 48 
Provost, 126 
Lords of Justiciary, 50 
Lovat, 135, 141 

Magistrates' seats, 2 
To allow reparation 
Money to go to poor, 157 
Management, 161 
Manse, 131, 132 

Manufacturers' Coy. for encourag- 
ing, 162 
Markets, 34 

Place, Session to attend, 145 
Marriages, breach of promise, 67 
Clandestine, 46 
Contract of, 46 
Without pro'la'tion, 46 
Married, D. M. and M. F., ordered 

to be married, 186 
Marshall, Rev. Gilbert, 10, 11, 21 
Masons, application for seat, 86 

conference re, 7 
Masons, Town Council objects, 86 
Meal for poor, 168 
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Meqnenes, captive in, 157 

Merkinch, 131 

Midwife, 64 

Milnfield, 161 

Minister, call to, 11, 20 

Death of Mr H. McEenzie, 120 
Election of, 12, 18, 21 
of both languages, 24, 25 
Prudent, grave, 213 
Third for Inverness, 24 
Without Irish language, 18 

Ministers, 10, 17, 18, 20, 24, 120 
Lists of, 8, 134 
Money not to be used for, 4 

Minutes not to be given out, 163 

Money lent to Town Council for 
new Court-House and goal, 161 

Mortcloth, 46 

Mort ideations — 

Bailie, Helen, 239 
Bailzies, William, 208 
Barbour's, Robert, 207 
Gald, 248 

Grey's wife, John, 208 

Cuthbert, James, 208 

John, 208 

Duff, Anne, reUct to Lachlan 

Mcintosh, 258 
Duff, Drummuir, 245 
Duff, Muirtown, 245 
Duff, William, 240 
Dunbar, Alex., 208, 216 
Dunbar, James, yr., 208 
Duncan's, 208, 260, 290 
Fraser, Fairfield, 247 
Eraser, Fort St George, 193 

Hector, 174, 290 
Fraser of Chelsea, 196, 201, 280 
Fraser or Mackintosh, 290 
Fuller's, James, 208 
Gordon, James, 208 
Hospital, summary of, 291 
Jackson, Robert, 239 
Macdonald, Sarah, and Donald 

Calder, her husband, 259 



Mortifications — 

Mackintosh, John, Bailie, 239 
Laird of, 249, 290 
WiUiam, merchant, 257 
Macphail, 246 
Mann or Clark, 290 
Miller's, James, 208 
Munio of Coul, 249 
Neilson's, Robert, 208 

William, 208 
Not previously noted, 290 
Robertson, Hugh, 208 
Jane, 290 
Jon., 208 
Ross, John, 290 
Smith, Collector Donald, 290 
Thomson, Robert, 208 
Wilson, Wm., of Inverary, 290 
Wright's, Bessie, 207 
Young, 290 
Milnbum, 50 
Moy, 91 

Muirt'wn, green of, 50, 70, 71, 125, 164 
Munro charged as to paternity of 

wife's child, 65 
Music School, Inverness, 51 
Mussels, gathering, 36 
Macbean, Rev. Alex., 121, 129 

Angus, 10 
Macdonald, Mr Allan, report on 

Library, 277 
Cole, 8 
Rev. Dr, 133 
Macdowall, Col., g^ve £5 68 from 

regiment for poor, 158 
Mackay killed at KilUeorankie, 50 
Mackintosh bequeathes £25 to Ses- 
sion, 215 

500 merks to hospital, 239 
Chaplain preached, 48 
Janet, supplication, 48 
Lord, chaplain, 48 
Mortification, 249 
Mackenzie, Rev. Alex., legacy of 
books to library, 203 
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Maokensie, Rev. Hector, 14, 15, 
21, 22, 60, 120, 209, 210 
and the Session, 23 
Presented minister, 10 

Maclean's aocounts, 209 

New kirk, 2, 49 

Nominations for Dunbar's Hospi- 
tal, 228 

Oath of elders, 2, 82, 140, 141 

Purgation, 60, 61 
Oath, nntendemess of, 69 
Oatmeal for foundling, 151 
Old Churoh, 2, 8 

Tower, 2 
Orphans, 154 
Overture for relieving the poor, 156 

Immorality, 69, 71 
Owl, 6 

PkmgB, elders to attend in, 36 
Papers handed over re Shipland's 

estate, 230 
re lands disponed by J. 

Dunbar, 220 

Parish to parish, M. Maorae to be 

sent, 185 
Pasely, Rev. Mr, t»ll to, 18 
Patrons, 122 

of Dunbar's mortifioation, 228 
Pti3rment for arrangiing books in 

library, 205 
Peacemakers, session as, 185 
Penalty book resting, 41 

Difficulty, 41 

Imprisonment for, 41 

Security for, 41 

The man to pay for both or be 
corporally punished, 41 

Treasurer, 41, 42 

Ti'eaaurer, powers of, 41, 179 
Pensioners, 234 

Complaining, 238 

Perjurie, Alex. Monro, 65 



Petition, Baillie's, 237 

For relief and supply, 151, 284 
Petition re found ohOd, 151 

to be put on hospital funds, 234 
Pews, 177 

Cessing, 4, 77, 101 
Clamour anent cessing, 77 
Picture, G. Duncan's, 269 
Dr Eraser's, 196 
Piper, Lord Lovat, 48 
Pole, 53 
Poor, 39, 136 

Area of High Church to be 
let for a fund for, 77, 106 
Bear meal, peat for, 158 
Collections for, 156 
Gift to, by Col. Ma)owal, 158 
In country getting no- 
thing, 158 
Meal for, 158 

Ways and means of reliev- 
ing, 157 
Poyndis, 41 
Plaid under, Janet Tulloch, 61 

White, 43 
Preaching, Tuesday, 163 
Precentor to read the word, 142 
Prelacy abolished, 15 
Presbyterians seise Highland 

Church, 12 
Presbytery petitioned to send 
ministers, 17, 42 
Refuses admit two elders, 142 
Present to Session, 51 
Presenting without reading the 

lines, 162 
Pretender, birth of old, 53 
Piisoner in Tolbooth, 39 
Proclamation by Government, 122 
Pulpit, Irish Church, repaired, 5 
Punishment, 54 

Corporal, 63, 179 

Raining's School, 164, 270 

Fees at, 170 
Rules for, 170 



802 



INDEX. 



Bsipe, 178 

Rebellioa, 162 

Rebels, 122 

Receipt not to be taken, 161 

Regiment, Kiike^s, 182 

Lamb's, 162 
Leslie's, 35 
Relugas, 20 
Repair of Church, 5 
Reparation fund, 110 

Money, 96, 99 i 

to go to poor, 95, 96 
Treasurer, 108, 119, 271 
to get 30s yearly, 271 
Reserve for people of reputation, 

39, 40, 166 
Retailers of chink, 37 
Ritchie illegally marrying, 46 
Rose, Baillie, 60 

Rev. Dr, 133 

Rev. R. & hospital funds, 230 
Rotterdame, 131, 132 

Sabbath, abuse of, 69, 70, 136, 143 

Breach of, by carrying in 
peats, 144 

Brewing, 71 

Drinking, 69, 71, 144 

Evening school, 162 

Fishing, 144, 179 

Profaneing, 144 

Sailed from Wilkhaven, 70 
Sackcloth, 62 
Sacraments, 91, 92 

Deferred, 62 

Eight pewter plates for, 91 

Four tio cups for, 90 
Salmon fishing, lease of, 161 

For family uses, 161 
St Andrew's Harbour, 160 
Scholars at Raining's, 164 
School loa, 6, 169 

Raining's, 164 

Rent, 17 
Schoolmaster, appointment of, 161 

Intrusion of strange, 164 



Schoolmaster, petitions for salary, 163 
Scourged, James Eraser, 41 
Seamen in King's fleet, 60 
Seat, fight about, 88 
Seats in Chuich, High, 3 
Seats rents, none charged, 4 
to be removed, 2 
to be taxed, 4, 77 
Second charge, 21, 47 
Security, collateral, 161 
Sermon at the Cross, 8 

Disturbed by Buchan*s High- 
land army, 8 
Hour changed, 162 
No., 8, 34 
Servants not to be received with- 
out testimonials, 147 
Sti-anger, 36, 145 
Session, business carried abroad, 
163 
Committee to inspect testi- 

moniab, 146 
Lands, 272 

Mins. not to be given out, 163 
To take over debt of Commis- 
sioners in call to Rev. A. 
Macbean, 94, 95 
Shaw's history, 21 
Sheriff diepute, 272 
Shipland, 142, 272 

Papers, 230 
Sight, going to London to re- 
cover, 62 
Singing without reading lines, 162 
Sins abounding in the land, 53 

H. C. not weighted for, 5 
Skinners' seats, 6 
Slate, 7, 94 

Slate and lime, 94, 96, 96, 97 
Slaves in Turkey, 40 
Soc. for propagating C.K., 166, 166 
Soldiers, soandalouse carnage 
with, 66 
Taken on to be, John Cuth- 

bert, 69 
Wounded at Lochaber, 39 



